
 

 

 

 

 

 

WARNING 21/19 

CYCLONIC STORM “PAWAN” OVER SOUTHWEST ARABIAN SEA AND CYCLONIC 

STORMS BELNA AND AMBALI IN SOUTHERN INDIAN OCEAN REGION 

 

As per the latest press release of Indian Meteorological Department at 1200 IST on 06 Dec 19, 

cyclonic storm PAWAN moved west-southwestwards during past 24 hours and lay centered at 0830 

hrs IST near latitude 8.1°N and longitude 53.0°E over Southwest Arabian Sea, about 510 km south-

southwest of Socotra (Yemen) and 540 km southeast of Bosaso (Somalia). It is very likely to maintain 

its intensity as a cyclonic storm during next 06 hours and weaken gradually thereafter. It is very likely 

to move west-southwestwards during next 24 hours and cross Somalia coast as a Depression close 

to Latitude 07°N (around Garacad, Mudug) during the morning of 07 Dec.  

 

Warnings: 

 

(i) Wind warning.  

 

Southwest Arabian Sea and along & off Somalia Coast:  Gale wind, speed reaching 65-75 kmph 

gusting to 85 kmph, is prevailing around the system centre over southwest Arabian Sea which is 

very likely to continue during next 06 hours. It is very likely to decrease gradually becoming, squally 

wind speed reaching 50-60 kmph gusting to 70 kmph, from tonight for subsequent 06 hours and 

decrease gradually thereafter.  

  

(ii) Sea condition.  

 

Southwest Arabian Sea and along & off Somalia Coast:  Very Rough to High Sea Conditions are 

likely to prevail over Southwest Arabian Sea during next 06 hours. It is very likely to improve 

gradually becoming very rough during subsequent 12 hours and improve further thereafter. 

 

(iii) Fishermen Warning.  

 

Southwest Arabian Sea and along & off Somalia Coast:  The fishermen are advised not to venture 

into southwest Arabian Sea and along & off Somalia coast during next 36 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 



Expected Development of low pressure area over Maldives and neighbourhood  

  

Under the influence of an equatorial easterly wave, a low pressure area is likely to form over 

Maldives and neighbourhood during next 24 hours. It is likely to become more marked subsequently.  

  

Depression over eastcentral Arabian Sea   

  

Yesterday’s depression over eastcentral Arabian Sea moved west-northwestwards and weakened 

into a well-marked low pressure area over the same region in the evening (1730 hrs IST) of 05th 

December 2019.  It further weakened into a low pressure area in the early morning (0530 hrs IST) 

over the same region and became less marked in the morning of 06 Dec 19. 

 

VESSELS ARE ADVISED TO EXERCISE DUE CAUTION WHILE TRANSITING THROUGH THE 

AREA AND REPORT TO IFC-IOR AT IFC-IOR.GURUGRAM@NAVY.GOV.IN IN CASE FACING 

ANY DIFFICULTY AT SEA. 
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Comments.  

 

(a) So far 11 cyclonic disturbances (CDs) developed over the north Indian Ocean (NIO) including 

four over the Bay of Bengal (BoB) and seven over the Arabian Sea (AS) during the year 2019 against 

the normal of 12 CDs per year over the NIO.   

 

(b) It includes 8 cyclones (3 over BoB and 5 over AS) and 3 depressions/deep depressions (1 

over BoB and 2 over AS). Out of 5 cyclones over the AS, 4 were severe & above intensity cyclones 

and out of 3 cyclones over BoB, 2 were severe & above intensity cyclones.  

(c) Thus, the Arabian Sea has been more active during 2019 with the formation of 7 CDs against 

the normal of 1.7 CDs per year. Similarly, 5 cyclones have developed over Arabian Sea against the 

normal of 1 per year. Considering the past data (1891-2018), the maximum of 6 CDs developed over 

the Arabian Sea in the year 1998 & 5 cyclones in 1902. Thus, the frequency of cyclones over the 

Arabian Sea during 2019 so far equals the previous record of 1902.  

(d) The year 2019 also witnessed development of more intense cyclones over the Arabian Sea, 

as out of 5 cyclones, there have been 1 cyclonic storm (Pawan), 2 very severe cyclonic storms (Vayu, 

Hikaa), 1 extremely severe cyclonic storm (Maha) and 1 super cyclonic storm (Kyarr).   

(e) The activity over the Bay of Bengal has been subdued this year as compared to Arabian Sea 

with the formation of only 3 cyclones (Pabuk, Fani, Bulbul) against the normal of 4 per year.  

 



 

 

 

SOUTHERN INDIAN OCEAN REGION 

 

Cyclone Ambali. Ambali formed as a 

tropical depression in the Southern Indian 

Ocean on 04 Dec and quickly strengthened 

into a tropical storm. On 06 Dec, Tropical 

Cyclone Ambali was located near 9.2 S 62.7 

E, about 595 miles west-southwest of Diego 

Garcia. Ambali is moving west-southwest 

and has maximum sustained winds 70 

knots. Ambali will move south-southwest as 

it rapidly intensifes. Ambali is expected to 

peak at 100 knots later today before running 

into hostile atmospheric conditions leading 

to dissipation in four days. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyclone Belna. A disturbance North of Madagascar become a tropical depression on 

05 Dec increased by return of convection at 

the center of circulation. At 18:00 UTC on 

05 Dec, the system was upgraded to 

Tropical Storm Belna. Météo Madagascar 

issued green alerts for the Madagascan 

districts of Diana, Sava, and Sofia on 04 

Dec based on a high probability of Belna 

impacting northeastern Madagascar. 

Accordingly, cyclone response measures 

were activated by the National Office for 

Risk and Disaster Management and 

humanitarian organizations across northern 

Madagascar. A cyclone pre-alert was 

issued for Mayotte on 6 Dec. 


