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MONTHLY ANALYSIS
Scope
IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate
comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages
would certainly bolster the region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building
confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. To draw a common understanding, threats in
the region have been divided into six broad categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly
Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping
industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month. The
incidents pertaining to following categories have been analysed for the duration 01 May –31 May 19:Piracy/ Sea Robbery / Sea Theft
Maritime Terrorism
Contraband Smuggling
Irregular Human Migration
Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing
Maritime Incidents
Overview of Incidents
A total of 41 incidents under various
categories have been recorded in the wider
Indian Ocean Region in the month of
May 19. There was an increase in Piracy
and sea robbery activities in Asia and
South East Asia. Heroin and Hashish
seizures remained a highlight in the
context of contraband smuggling in North
Arabian Sea. Four tankers were reportedly
attacked off Fujairah raising concerns
about the security of maritime traffic,
especially at crucial choke points. Irregular
Human Migration remains a major concern
in the Mediterranean.
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Irregular Human Migration

Contraband Smuggling

Maritime Incidents

A sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security
situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For
the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents
in the region. 14 incidents of piracy and armed robbery were recorded by the Centre. However, there
was a marked increase in the piracy related incidents
SECTOR WISE INCIDENTS
in Asia and South East Asia. Repeated attacks on tugs
and barges in the westbound lane of Traffic
8
7
Separation Scheme (TSS) of Straits of Malacca and
6
Singapore (SOMS) remained a highlight as two
5
incidents with similar modus operandi were reported
4
3
in close vicinity in the month of May. In addition, four
2
of the 14 incidents were reported in and off various
1
0
ports of Indonesia. While there was no major incident
reported in the Gulf of Aden, a suspicious approach
incident was reported by a fishing vessel
approximately 250 Nm off Mogadishu. Seizures of
narcotics like hashish and heroin from flagless dhows
continues, with CTF forces reporting six seizures in
the month of May. Military forces continue to
maintain a strict vigil for the stateless vessels as it is
Sector A Sector B Sector C Sector D
appreciated that this smuggling on ‘Hash Highway’ is
also connected to funding of other maritime crimes. Irregular Human Migration in the Mediterranean
was highlighted by the United Nation’s International Organization for Migration (IOM). It was reported
that the number of migrants which have arrived through illegal means in 2019 so far is roughly a 30
per cent decrease from the number of migrants arriving during the same period last year. A sabotage
incident was reported on four tankers in Fujairah. The exact cause of the attack is under investigation.
Shipping community has expressed deep concerns over the attacks.
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PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT

Suspicious
Approach/ 03 May
Sea Robbery/ 13 May

Sea Theft/ 03
May

Suspicious Approach/
10 May

Piracy/ 05 May

Sea Theft/ 09 May
Sea Robbery/ 14
May

Sea Theft/ 11/18
May

Sea Robbery/ 23 May

Piracy/ 12 May

Sea Theft/ 26 May

Sea Theft/ 28/30
May

The following piracy incidents have been reported in the region in the month of May 19:

Attempted Sea Theft / Secure Anchorage Area (SAA), Lagos, Nigeria / 03 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall islands product tanker MARLIN AMBER on
03 May 19 at the Secure Anchorage Area (SAA), Lagos, Nigeria. The duty crew onboard the anchored
tanker noticed two robbers near the cargo tank with a hose. Alarm was raised and the robbers escaped
in their boat with the hose. A nearby patrol boat searched the area. No item was reported stolen.


Suspicious Approach / Secure Anchorage Area (SAA), Lagos, Nigeria / 03 May 19

IFC-IOR received information from a Spanish fishing vessel HAIZEA LAU that it was reported being
approached by suspected pirates off the coast of Somalia at 0640 UTC on 03 May 19. The vessel
reported being suspiciously approached by one white skiff with six personnel onboard approximately
250 Nm SE of Mogadishu, Somalia. The vessel managed to flee at full speed from the skiff manned by
presumed pirates.


Piracy / Off Luba port, Equitorial Guinea / 05 May 19

A piracy incident was reported onboard a Malta flagged heavy load carrier BLUE MARLIN on
05 May 19 around 48 Nm SW of Luba port, Bioko Island, Equatorial Guinea. The vessel was boarded
by seven armed pirates. The ship left Luba on 05 May 19 and was bound for Valetta, Malta.
Pirates onboard a previously hijacked tug approached and boarded the ship underway. Reportedly, the
pirates fired from a hole in the citadel but no causalities were reported. Alarm was sounded and the
crew retreated into the citadel. A nearby Spanish Naval vessel and the Equatorial Guinean Navy
responded to the incident resulting in the pirates escaping and the crews being subsequently released.
The tug and the ship were escorted by the Equatorial Guinean Navy to a safe port for further
investigations.
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Updates
On 05 May 19 at about 1200 UTC, armed pirates hijacked a Nigerian flagged tug CHARIS around
7 Nm away from the location of above incident. The crew was taken hostage and the pirates used the
tug to board BLUE MARLIN. Operations and Surveillance Center of the Spanish Navy (COVAM)
was alerted by ship’s distress signal, which ordered patrol boat SERVIOLA P-71 of Spanish Navy to
free the hijacked ship. IFC-IOR had issued an advisory to this effect on its website.

Comments. The incident indicates a new modus operandi being utilised by the perpetrators wherein
an auxiliary vessel has been hijacked and used as a medium to undertake nefarious activities on
bigger ships, as they may not appear alarming to the ship’s crew from a distance.


Sea Theft / Kandla Outer Anchorage, India / 09 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall islands flagged product tanker ARIONAS on
09 May 19 at Kandla port outer anchorage in India. Whilst at anchor, seven unarmed perpetrators
boarded the tanker and stole two pieces of cargo reducers from manifold area.
The Master raised the alarm, sounded the ship’s whistle, mustered the crew and reported the incident
to the ship’s agent. The crew was reported to be safe.
Comments. Kandla port authorities had informed IFC-IOR that the information was not shared with
the port authorities at the time of incident, but was later forwarded by the agent through email. Noncompliance to the SOPs of port by the vessel and the delay in sharing information handicapped the
port authorities in undertaking immediate action. The Kandla port authority also informed that as
per the port security advisory, the agents have been instructed to inform the vessels prior arrival to
take precautions against petty thefts at Kandla anchorage.


Suspicious Approach / East of Baganga, Philippines / 10 May 19

A suspicious approach incident was reported onboard a Chinese flagged bulk carrier ZHE HAI 169 on
10 May 19 around 115Nm east of Baganga, Philippines. Unidentified people in a speedboat approached
the ship underway. They were observed to be shouting towards the ship while holding steel hooks.
Alarm was raised, crew mustered and fire hoses were pressurised. After 30 mins of chasing, the boat
aborted whatever it was attempting and moved away.


Sea Theft/ Dumai Port, Indonesia / 11 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier PRINCESS PAULA while
anchored at the Lubuk Gaung Anchorage, Dumai Port, Indonesia on 11 May 19. Robbers boarded the
bulk carrier unnoticed and managed to successfully escape with spare engine parts. The crew noticed
the robbery when they went to the Engine Room and found the spare parts room broken into. Local port
authorities were informed.
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Piracy / Lomé Anchorage , Togo / 12 May 19

A piracy incident was reported onboard a Togo flagged chemical tanker G DONA I on 12 May 19 in
Lomé Anchorage, Togo. Eight armed perpetrators in a canoe approached and boarded the vessel. The
Togo Navy received a call from the owners that their tanker had been attacked. Togo Navy immediately
responded by dispatching patrol boats to investigate. The tanker was intercepted 25 Nm from the
anchorage area and forced to divert to Lomé port. The crew were reported safe and eight suspected
pirates (six Nigerian and two Togolese nationals) were captured. The perpetrators were handed over to
the Maritime Gendarmerie for further investigation and the vessel was escorted to Lomé.


Sea Robbery/ East of Pulau Mapur, Indonesia/ 13 May 19

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Chinese flagged general cargo ship DA YANG BAI LI
on 12 May 19 around 4 Nm East of Pulau Mapur, Indonesia. Four robbers armed with long knives
boarded the ship underway. They tied up the Master and crew, escaped with their personal cash and
effects, cut the Inmarsat telephone line and escaped.


Sea Robbery/ Conakry Anchorage, Guinea/ 14 May 19

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Netherlands flagged bulk carrier HANZE GENDT on
14 May 19 at Conakry Anchorage, Guinea. Four robbers armed with automatic rifles and knives
boarded the anchored ship. They took the crew hostage and stole cash and effects before escaping. The
Master was injured during the incident. The robbery was reported to Conakry Port Control.
Indian DG shipping Maritime Security Advisory on Gulf of Guinea
Indian Director General of Shipping issued a Maritime Security Advisory 03/2019: titled 'Restriction
in engaging Indian seafarers on vessels trading solely in Gulf of Guinea' on 08 May 19. The advisory
brings out the increase in piracy related incidents in Gulf of Guinea, with particular mention about
foreign nationals especially Indian seafarers, being selectively targeted during such piracy/armed
robbery incidents. The advisory instructs all Recruitment and Placement Services License (RPSL)
agents not to engage any Indian seafarers on coastal vessels trading solely within the ports in Gulf
of Guinea (i.e. Benin, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea). The
advisory may be accessed at the following link
(http://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/201905081242387640794NT_pircy
_Cir_03of2019.PDF)


Sea Theft/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia / 18 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Niue flagged tug boat BARLIAN T1201 towing a Dominican
Republic flagged barge SMIT CYCLONE approximately 3.3 Nm southeast off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia,
on 18 May 19. The Master of the tug boat reported to Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System
(VTIS) via VHF that six perpetrators were boarding the barge from a small boat. The Master later
intimated that the perpetrators had stolen some tools from the barge. The tug boat and barge continued
her voyage to Port Klang, Malaysia. No crew was reported injured in the incident.


Sea Robbery/ Java Sea, Indonesia/ 23 May 19

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier ODYSSEAS on 23 May 19
at Taboneo Anchorage, Indonesia. Seven people armed with knives boarded the anchored ship. The
perpetrators threatened the crew with knives, stole ship property and escaped. The incident was reported
to Taboneo Port Control.
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Sea Theft/ Nacala Inner Anchorage, Mozambique/ 26 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker YUSUF ALGHANIM anchored at Nacala Inner Anchorage, Mozambique on 26 May 19. The duty crew on patrol
observed that the ship's store was broken into, and reported the event to the Duty Officer. The alarm
was raised on the vessel and a search was carried out. During the search, footprints were found on the
forecastle deck and ship's stores were reported stolen.


Sea Theft/ Cigading port, Indonesia/ 28 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Singapore flagged product tanker CSK ENTERPRISE
anchored at Cigading port, Indonesia on 28 May 19. Duty watchman on routine rounds, onboard an
anchored ship, noticed two robbers in the steering gear room and immediately informed the OOW who
sounded the ship’s whistle and raised general alarm. During the search, ship’s crew found the steering
gear room's lock broken and ship's engine spares stolen.


Sea Theft/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia / 30 May 19

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Malaysia flagged tug boat ASIA JAYA 28 towing a
Malaysia flagged barge SINAR JAYA 28 approximately 3.4 Nm SE off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia, on 30
May 19. While the tug boat towing barge was en route from Tawau to Penang, Malaysia, the Master of
the tug boat reported to Singapore VTIS that an unknown number of perpetrators had boarded the barge
on tow. The perpetrators escaped in a small craft, with some small tools stolen from the barge. The crew
was reportedly not injured.
Comments.
From January to May 2019, six incidents of sea theft were reported with similar
modus operandi in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). All incidents involved perpetrators
on a small boat approaching barges being towed by tug boats and stealing scrap metal and tools
before escaping. All these incidents have been reported in the west bound lane of the Traffic
Separation Scheme (TSS) in the SOMS. No violence or usage of weapons were reported in any of the
incidents. However, the perpetrators managed to escape in most of the cases with stolen goods before
the authorities could respond. Transit at lower speed and non-presence of crew on barge to offer
any resistance makes them a lucrative target for the perpetrators to undertake such petty thefts.
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING



Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 03 May 19

(Hashish)

HMCS Regina, as part of CTF 150, seized 2,054 kg of hashish in the North Arabian Sea. The narcotics
were found by the boarding team, hidden in 100 hidden bags on a suspicious dhow off the coast of
Oman.


Drug Smuggling/ Gulf of Hormuz/ 03 May 19

(Hashish)

French ship Floreal, as part of CTF 150 seized approximately 2600 kg of hashish from a flagless dhow
in the Gulf of Hormuz.


Fuel Smuggling/ off Pulau Bum Bum, Malaysia/ 04 May 19

(Petrol)

A fuel smuggling incident was reported off Pulau Bum Bum, Malaysia on 04 May 19. The Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) team on a routine patrol found two suspicious-looking boats,
trying to transport 58 barrels of oil containing 1,450 litres of petrol. Both were arrested as they were
not in possession of any valid identification documents.


Drug Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea/ 04 May 19

(Hashish & Heroin)

The day after seizure of hashish on 03 May, French ship Floreal, seized approximately 650 kg of hashish
and 1.3 kg of heroin in the Northern Arabian Sea.


Drug Smuggling/ Gulf of Hormuz/ 04 May 19

(Heroin)

HMAS Ballarat, deployed as part of CTF 150, seized 164 kg of heroin from a flagless dhow, South of
the Gulf of Hormuz.


Drug Smuggling/ Off Baa Atoll, Maldives/ 06 May 19

(Heroin)

On 06 May 19, Maldivian Police intercepted an Iranian ship carrying narcotics within Maldivian waters.
In a joint operation run by the agency and Maldives National Defense Force (MNDF), the seizure
occurred 126 Nm west of Baa Atoll. It is reported that as per intelligence inputs, the Iranian ship was
regularly used for drug trafficking in the region. Seven suspects were arrested, and reportedly 51 kg of
Heroin was seized from the ship.


Drug Smuggling/ East Coast of Oman/ 08 May 19

(Hashish)

In another seizure, less than a week after her previous one, HMAS Ballarat, seized 2500 kg of Hashish
from a flagless dhow off the East Coast of Oman.
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Drug Smuggling/ off Veththalakarni , Sri Lanka/ 11 May 19

(Cannabis)

Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two people with 79kg of
cannabis, during a patrol carried out in the seas off
Veththalakarni. It was suspected that the smugglers were
transferring this haul to Sri Lanka by a dinghy. The
suspects, drugs and the dinghy were handed over to the
Sri Lanka Police for further investigation.



Drug Smuggling/ off the Gujarat coast, India/ 21 May 19

(Heroin)

On 21 May 19, Indian Coast Guard ship Arinjay intercepted a Pakistani Fishing Boat Al Madina about
08 Nm inside Indian waters off Indo-Pak International Maritime Border Line (IMBL) During boarding
and investigation, it was found that vessel was registered in Karachi and had six Pakistani crew onboard.
Initial search revealed 194 packets of suspected narcotics substance, reportedly 200 kg of heroin. The
vessel was escorted to Jakhau harbour for detailed investigation and rummaging.

Comments.
This is the second seizure of heroin within a short span of three months off the coast
of Gujarat. On 26 Mar 19,in a joint operation launched by Marine Task Force (MTF), Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) of Gujarat nine Iranian personnel along with 100
kilograms of heroin were apprehended off the coast of Gujarat on 26 Mar 19.


Drug Smuggling/ Off Socotra Island/ 28 May 19

(Heroin)

French ship Floreal, as part of CTF 150 seized approximately 500 kg of heroin off the eastern coast of
Socotra island. As the dhow was flagless, the boarding team carried out a search and found the narcotics.
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ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

D, UNREGULATED FISHING


IUU Fishing /South China Sea, Malaysia/ 03 May 19.

On 03 Mar 19, Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) detained
two foreign fishing vessels that were suspected to have
trespassed the Malaysian waters and carrying illegal
activities. The boats were carrying tonnes of sea products
and huge amount of diesel believed to be the supplier of
fuel to fishing boats that are carrying illegal fishing
activities in the Malaysian waters. The two boats were sent
to the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
for further action.



IUU Fishing /Sarawak Waters, Malaysia/ 11 May 19.

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) nabbed 29 foreign nationals and two vessels
for encroachment and illegal fishing in Sarawak waters on 11 May 19. All men, aged between 20 and
50, were arrested about 80 Nm from the northern coast of Kuching. The seized items included two
vessels and three tonnes of illegally caught fish.
Comments. This is reportedly the fourth incident of foreign vessels caught by Malaysian authorities
for illegal fishing this year.



IUU Fishing / Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 11 May 19

The Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Ministry’s Illegal
Fishing Task Force (Satgas 115) sank three foreign
vessels captured for fishing illegally in Indonesian waters
off Belawan, Medan, North Sumatra on 11 May 19.

Comments. Maintaining a tough stance against illegal fishing, Indonesian authorities sank 51
foreign ships for illegal fishing at five ports across the archipelago on 04 May 19. The boats were
reportedly seized from Chinese, Malaysian, Filipino, Thai and Vietnamese fishermen. In 2018, the
Ministry reportedly sank 125 foreign vessels, including 86 Vietnamese-flagged ships, 20 Malaysian
and 14 from the Philippines. Reportedly, Indonesia has sunk more than 500 illegal fishing vessels
since October 2014.
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IUU Fishing / Kadakarechchenai, Sri Lanka/ 13 May 19

Sri Lankan Navy apprehended 14 persons for engaging in illegal fishing in Trincomalee on 13 May 19.
All were engaged in illegal fishing using unauthorised fishing nets in Kadakarechchenai area which is
restricted for fishing activities. Along with the suspects, three dinghies, unauthorised fishing nets and
65kg of illegally caught fish were seized. The 14 suspects, along with seized items, were handed over
to the Fisheries Inspector of Muthur for onward investigation.



IUU Fishing / Off Malindi, Kenya/ 26 May 19

The Kenya Coast Guard Service (KCGS) seized two foreign fishing vessels operating within Kenya’s
territorial waters. The two vessels Harong 109 and Harong 108 were intercepted off Malindi within
Ungama Bay. Reports indicate that the vessels were seized after defying the Coast Guard’s orders to
sail into Kilindini Harbour instead of sailing into a bay in Malindi. The KCSG’s
vessel, Doria intercepted the two vessels. However, no fish was found onboard the two vessels.
Comments. The arrest was the first of its kind since the Kenya Coast Guard Service was officially
launched in November 19, 2018 by President Uhuru Kenyatta.


IUU Fishing / Off Koh Juang , Thailand/ 26 May 19

Royal Thai Navy Patrol Boat 272 reportedly impounded
three foreign boats for fishing illegally in Thai waters
around 47 Nm off Koh Juang on 26 May 19. All three
boats were found anchored hunting for squid. The crew
were brought to shore and charged with illegal fishing.

Comments.
In 2019, so far, the 1st Naval Area Command of Royal Thai Navy has reportedly
captured 19 foreign fishing vessels while the 2nd Naval Area Command has caught 29 fishing vessels.


IUU Fishing / Off Coast of Miri , Malaysia/ 28 May 19

A foreign fishing vessel, disguised as a local boat, was seized 41 Nm off the coast of Miri by Malaysian
authorities along with six tonnes of illegal fish on 28 May 19. The MMEA patrol team spotted the vessel
which was not carrying a legal permit to fish in Malaysian waters and was holding 6,000kg of catch on
board. The haul and the boat crew were taken ashore to Miri on 29 May 19.
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION



D, UNREGULATED FISHING

Irregular Human Migration / Mediterranean Sea, Libya / 02 May19.

The Libyan Coast Guard reportedly rescued 96 illegal
immigrants who were stranded at sea onboard a rickety
rubber boat on 30 Apr 19. The immigrants originated from
Arab and African countries and were taken to the shelter of
Khoms city after providing them with humanitarian and
medical assistance reported by Libyan Navy Information
Office.

The United Nation’s International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported that
from 01 Jan to 22 May 2019, 19,830 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea, roughly a
30 per cent decrease from the 28,325 arriving during the same period last year. Arrivals to both
Spain and Greece account for 86 per cent of all arrivals, with the balance arriving this year in Italy,
Malta and Cyprus. Deaths recorded on the three main Mediterranean Sea routes through 142 days
of 2019 are at 512 individuals – or four-fifths of the 638 deaths confirmed during the same period
in 2018

Comments.



Irregular Human Migration/ Sungai Pulai , Malaysia/ 03 May 19

The Marine Police Force (MPF) detained two skippers and 22 Indonesian illegal immigrants who were
trying to slip out of the country through illegal routes in Sungai Pulai, near Iskandar Puteri, Region 2,
during Ops-Pintasan on 03 May 19. The MPF detained two fiberglass boats ferrying the illegal
immigrants comprising 12 men, 09 women and a child, all aged between 02 and 38 years. The two
skippers and all the illegal immigrants are likely to be prosecuted under the Country’s Judicial Act.


Irregular Human Migration/ 715 Nm off Dondra Lighthouse/ 23 May 19

On 23 May 19, 41 Sri Lankans were arrested while illegally migrating from Sri Lanka to Australia,
about 715 Nm off the Dondra Lighthouse. The Sri Lankan Navy had launched a special operation to
inspect the boat and made the arrest on 25 May 19. Among the arrested were 32 males, 04 females and
05 children belonging to the Chilaw, Katuneriya and Jaffna areas. The children were aged between 06
and 16 while the rest were between the ages of 18 and 50. The trawler carrying the suspects had left
from Chilaw on 08 May 19. The vessel had faced difficulty on 15 May 19 and had asked for help from
a ship sailing nearby. The assistance of Sri Lankan Naval Ship Nandimithra was sought to carry the
suspects back to the island.
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MARITIME INCIDENTS



Fire/ 630 Nm East of Durban, South Africa/ 07 May 19.

A distress signal was raised by Tuna fishing vessel TENN
MING YANG NO.268 at a distance of about 630 Nm East of
Durban, South Africa. The vessel reported fire on board
with 16 crew moving to life rafts and requested for
immediate assistance on 07 May 19. MRCC Cape Town and
MRCC Taiwan were reportedly alerted. MRCC Cape Town
requested all ships in the area to respond and assist. The
nearest ship in vicinity responded and rescued all 16
fishermen in good health.



Fire/ Khalid Port, Sharjah/ 08 May 19.

13 Indians onboard a burning cargo ship were rescued from
Khalid Port in Sharjah by a team of quick-acting firefighters
on 08 May 19. The vessel was loaded with 6,000 gallons of
diesel, 120 exported vehicles, and 300 vehicle tyres, all of
which were gutted in the massive blaze. No casualties were
reported. The civil defence team shifted the crew to safety
and provided first aid. The site was handed over to the
forensic expert of Sharjah Police to probe the reason behind
the fire.

Comments. It was, reportedly, the third fire accident at the same site. Most fires have been caused
due to the crew unloading the goods and storing the inflammable materials near the cooking area
or under the sun. The civil defence reportedly, in coordination with the Sharjah Police, would study
the causes of the fire in these boats and carry out awareness drive amongst the crew members of all
ships anchored at Khalid Port to prevent a repeat of such incidents.



Sunk/ Gulf of Tonkin, Vietnam / 09 May 19.

The Hai Phong Coastal Information Station received a distress call from PHUONG NAM 09 which was
reportedly sinking 16 Nm east of Ba Lat and Thai Binh estuaries. The Vietnamese maritime authorities
dispatched rescue units and transmitted distress call to nearby ship to assist the sinking vessel. Six crew
members abandoned the vessel while a passing vessel managed to successfully rescue the stranded
seafarers, who were then taken onboard and were reported in good health.
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Fire/ Chittagong, Bangladesh/ 15 May 19.

On 15 May 19, an explosion followed by fire killed one and
burned five other workers in an engine room of a Crude oil
tanker KELANA 4 dismantled at Mahinur Ship Recycling
yard in Chittagong, Bangladesh. The explosion was caused
by sparks during cutting works which ignited gas and
residues. The workers who suffered burns were hospitalized
in critical condition.



Medical Evacuation/ Off Lakshadweep, India/ 16 May 19.

On 16 May 19, an urgent medical evacuation of a critically
ill patient in coma was carried out by Indian Navy from
Kavaratti to Kochi. With medical assistance embarked, a
Naval Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) was immediately
launched by the Indian Navy, to evacuate the patient from
the island in Lakshadweep to the mainland.



SAR/ Sta. Ana Pier, Philippines / 19 May 19.

The Philippine Coast Guard rescued 45 passengers and 05 crew members from the vessel MBCA SAM
CRISTOFFER which sank off the coast near Sta. Ana Pier on 19 May 19. The vessel was on its way to
Talicud, Samal Island for an Island hopping tour when it began to sink. All 45 passengers were rescued
and were given first aid. The boat captain stated that the propeller got entangled with the mooring lines
underwater which eventually resulted in MBCA SAM CRISTOFFER sinking.


Fire/ Laem Chabang Port, Thailand / 25 May 19.

A major fire incident was reported onboard container ship KMTC Hongkong at Thailand's Laem
Chabang port on 25 May 19 which left 25 people injured. Three piers at the port were affected by heavy
smoke following which 130 people were reportedly taken to hospital. As a result of blast, chemical fire
erupted on 1,585-TEU South Korean container ship with people suffering smoke inhalation and
shrapnel wounds from container debris. The fire is believed to have broken out in a load of calcium
hypochlorite.
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Sabotage/ East of Fujairah, UAE / 12 May 19

On 12 May, United Arab Emirates Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
(MOFAIC) issued a statement that four commercial vessels were sabotaged at Fujairah anchorage. Two
of the tankers, AMJAD and AL MARZOQAH, were Saudi Arabia flagged, A MICHEL was UAE flagged
while ANDREA VICTORY was Norway flagged. Each vessel has a 5-10ft hole in its hull, apparently
caused by an explosive charge detonated below the waterline. There were no reported casualties, no
reported spillages and no reported disruptions to port operations or bunkering at Fujairah. The exact
cause of the attack is still unknown.

Comments. Fujairah's port is about 140 kilometers (85 miles) south of the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf through which a third of all oil at sea is traded. The facility
handles oil for bunkering and shipping, as well as general and bulk cargo. It is seen as strategically
located, serving shipping routes in the Persian Gulf, the Indian subcontinent and Africa. Fujairah
port is the only terminal in the UAE located on the Arabian Sea coast by-passing the Strait of
Hormuz, through which most Gulf oil exports pass.
The Gulf of Oman incident was a maritime incident off Fujairah's territorial waters in the Gulf of
Oman that resulted in damage to four commercial ships on 12 May 2019. The ships included two
Saudi Arabian registered oil tankers, a Norwegian registered oil tanker, and an Emirati registered
bunkering ship. The ships were anchored off the United Arab Emirates territorial waters for
bunkering in Port of Fujairah. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates reported
that the ships had been subject to a "sabotage attack" but did not elaborate on who was responsible
or how the sabotage took place. The United Arab Emirates launched a joint investigation probe with
United States and France. The initial investigation assessment determined that 5-to-10-foot (1.5 to
3.0 m) holes near or below all the ships' waterlines were likely caused by explosive charges.
In a joint press release, OCIMF and INTERTANKO stated that the widely reported attack on four
tankers at Fujairah anchorage on 12 May 2019 appears to be well-planned and coordinated. They
further stated that it appeared that each ship was attacked by a sub-surface explosive device placed
by either a remotely operated vessel or divers. Both these types of delivery method are more likely
to occur when ships are near stationary or in a very restricted waterway and require a lower level
of sophistication than the use of waterborne improvised explosive devices (WBIED) – a type of
device known to have been used against ships in the Southern Red Sea previously. The advisory also
included the risk mitigation measures for vessel as transiting the area as well as additional
measures, ship operators may wish to take if alerted to suspicious activity. The advisory may be
accessed at this link. (https://www.ocimf.org/news/press-releases/intertankoocimf-maritimesecurity-update-on-fujairah-attacks.aspx)
On 17 May, London’s marine insurance market extended the list of waters deemed high risk to
include Oman, the United Arab Emirates and the Gulf after ship attacks off Fujairah. The London
insurance market’s Joint War Committee said in a statement that the additions cover areas of
perceived enhanced risk for marine insurers and reflected enhanced regional risk.

https://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2019/05/13/4-ships-including-2-saudi-oil-tankerstargeted-in-sabotage-attacks-off-uaes-fujairah-port
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D, UNREGULATED FISHING


Publication of new editions of the Indian Maritime Safety and Security Chart -5010.

A New Edition (NE) of the Indian Maritime
Safety and Security Chart - 5010, has been
published on 15 May 2019 by the National
Hydrographic Office. The chart has been updated
to include the revised boundaries of the High Risk
Area (HRA) that came come into effect from 01
May 19. In addition, the details of IFC-IOR under
complementary emergency contacts for Piracy
and armed robbery has also been added.

Comments The PDF copy of the updated maritime security chart Q6099 may be accessed on this
link (http://www.hydrobharat.nic.in/downloads/5010.pdf).


Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm “ FANI’

An Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm, FANI was originated from a tropical depression that formed west
of Sumatra in the Indian Ocean on 26 April 19. FANI was the strongest tropical cyclone to strike the
Indian state of Odisha since PHAILIN in 2013. FANI
rapidly intensified into an extremely severe cyclonic
storm and reached its peak intensity on 02 May 19 as
an extremely severe cyclonic storm. FANI weakened
before making landfall, and its convective structure
rapidly degraded thereafter, degenerating into a
remnant low on 04 May 19, and dissipating on the
next day. Prior to FANI’s landfall, authorities in
India and Bangladesh moved at least a million people
each from FANI's projected path onto higher ground
and into cyclone shelters, which is thought to have
reduced the resultant death toll. FANI caused about
US$1.81 billion in damages in both India and
Bangladesh, mostly in Odisha. The accurate weather
prediction by Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) and immaculate contingency plan of the state
government and local administration to minimise casualties drew praise from UN office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (ODRR).

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/un-agency-praises-india-onminimising-loss-of-life-from-cyclone-fani/articleshow/69172291.cms
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Sixth International Maritime Security Conference (IMSC) 2019.

Co-organised by the Republic of Singapore Navy and the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies,
the IMSC was held in conjunction with the International Maritime Defence Exhibition and Conference
(IMDEX) Asia 2019 in Singapore. The theme of the conference for this year was "Safe and Secure
Seas: Mutual Security in our Maritime Commons". IMSC featured plenaries on the importance of a
rules-based maritime order, maintaining peace in our maritime commons, as well as ways to strengthen
cooperation and engender trust. Chiefs of the Navy from Australia, Denmark, Germany, Japan, New
Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore and the United States were amongst the speakers at the conference
plenaries.


Maritime Information Sharing Exercise (MARISX) 2019.

Maritime Information Sharing Exercise (MARISX), hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy, was
held from 13 to 15 May 2019. The exercise involved Navies and Coast Guards from 36 countries,
representatives from the shipping industry as well as international agencies such as INTERPOL,
UNODC and ReCAAP. The tenth anniversary of Republic of Singapore Navy’s Information Fusion
Centre was also celebrated in conjunction with the exercise.
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D, UNREGULATED
Three updated marine regulations
for 2019. FISHING

2019 is an important year in terms of adopted International Maritime Organization (IMO) regulation
with the forthcoming SOLAS amendments, significant milestones for the fuel oil consumption data
collection system (DCS), along with the EU’s Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV)
regulation, and the MARPOL Annex VI global sulphur limit coming into force in January 2020. More
details in related to these regulations which are important to ship-owners and operators may be accessed
at this link:-

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-2020.aspx


Weather Forecast.

A monthly weather forecast for the month of Jun 2019 in IOR region has been uploaded on IFC-IOR
website for reference.
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SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS
IMO
IMB-PRC
ReCAAP
RMIFC Madagascar
MDAT-GoG
IFC Singapore

https://www.mofa.gov.ae/EN/MediaCenter/News/
https://seanews.co.uk/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
http://www.pviltd.com/
http://www.recaap.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://gcaptain.com/
https://maritimebulletin.net/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/
https://www.rferl.org/
www.9news.com.au/
https://www.iol.co.za/
https://www.forevernews.in/
https://connectgujarat.com/
https://zeenews.india.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.philstar.com/
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/
http://shipsandports.com.ng/
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CHARTER OF IFC-IOR


Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security
and safety in the IOR.

Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are
relevant to maritime safety and security.

Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and
beyond.

Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common
concern with participants.

Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars,
workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR
etc).

Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea.

Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of
Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies.


Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required.



Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.



Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.


Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and
international agencies.
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Disclaimer
Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal
and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open
sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. The objective is to generate
an overarching picture to assist local enforcement agencies to understand the existing maritime
security situation in the region. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of
data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein.
IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to
undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of
existing threats in the maritime domain.

Contact
In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea,
please contact the IFC-IOR:Website: Email: Tel: Fax: -

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in /ifc-ior/index.html
ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in
+91 1242208385
+91 1242209385

