
 

 
IFC-IOR 

Information Fusion Centre   

Indian Ocean Region  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY MARITIME SECURITY UPDATE (MMSU) 

Covering events during Apr 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration for Safety and Security 
  



2 

 

Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. To draw a common understanding, threats in 

the region have been divided into six broad categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly 

Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping 

industry and other maritime stakeholders in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month.  The 

incidents pertaining to following categories have been analysed for the duration 01 Apr – 30 Apr 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery / Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 42 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of     

Apr 19. There is a slight increase in overall 

number of incidents related to piracy/ sea 

robbery/ sea theft with an incident reported 

off Somalian coast for the first time in 

seven months. Contraband seizures, 

especially Heroin and Hashish continue to 

be undertaken by military forces in the 

North Arabian Sea. IHM incidents were 

reported in the Western Indian Ocean 

while major wildlife smuggling seizures 

pertaining to pangolin scales were reported 

in Singapore. 

  

 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS 
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The sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security 

situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For 

the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents 

in the region. 65% of the piracy related incidents were 

reported in the GoG. There has been no marked 

change observed in the trend in comparison to last 

month owing to instances of kidnapping of crew as 

well as hijacking of ship in addition to occasional 

“fired upon” incidents reported during the month. 

However, a single incident of piracy reported 

approximately 260 Nm off Somalia was the highlight 

as it is the first piracy related incident reported in the 

last seven months. Although the proactive response 

by EUNAVFOR resulted in expeditious apprehension 

of perpetrators, the incident brought to the fore that 

even if the threat from piracy remains low, it is far 

from being eliminated. In addition, a trend pertaining 

to specific targeting of tugs and barges for sea theft in 

the Straits of Malacca and Singapore has been 

observed with four such incidents reported within last 

quarter. CTF forces continued with the seizures of narcotics like Hashish and Heroin from flagless 

dhows continues with three reported seizures in the month of Apr 19. Military forces continue to 

maintain a strict vigil for the stateless vessels as it is appreciated that this smuggling on ‘Hash Highway’ 

is also connected to funding of other maritime crimes. Two major seizures pertaining to pangolin scales 

were reported in Singapore and were perhaps the largest seizures reported in the last five years. There 

were also incidents of violence at sea owing to fights and scuffles amongst seafarers onboard vessels 

similar to those reported at the start of the year. Cyclone “Fani” originated over South Bay of Bengal 

and adjoining Indian Ocean Region for which the early warnings from the IMD, allowed Indian 

agencies to conduct a very well targeted evacuation plan which resulted in 1.1 million people moving 

to about 900 cyclone shelters. 
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The following piracy incidents have been reported in the region in the month of Apr 19:-  

 

 Sea Theft/ Casablanca Port, Morocco / 01 Apr 19. 

 

  A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier Silver Lake on 01 Apr 19 

at Casablanca Port, Morocco. Duty Officer onboard the berthed ship noticed that the life raft cover open 

with two robbers stealing the items/ equipment. Seeing the Duty Officer, the robbers jumped overboard 

and escaped. The incident was reported to the port authority. Subsequently, the harbour master, port 

police and PSC inspector boarded the vessel to investigate. 

 

 Piracy / Lagos Offshore, Nigeria / 05 Apr 19.  (Hijacking) 

 

    A piracy (hijacking) incident was reported onboard a Nigerian tanker Maria Soltin on 05 Apr 19. 

Nine pirates armed with automatic weapons and a RPG boarded a tanker undergoing sea trials. The 

pirates damaged the navigation and communication equipment onboard, stole crew and ship's property 

and held the Master as hostage. On 09 Apr 19, a Spanish Navy Warship tried to establish 

communication with the tanker. On receiving no response, the warship approached the tanker, resulting 

in the pirates abandoning and fleeing the ship. The Master informed the naval boarding team that he 

and the crew had been held hostage for four days. The Master established contact with ship owners who 

arranged for the tanker to be towed to Ghana. The tanker arrived at Ghana anchorage on 22 Apr 19. 

 

PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

Sea Theft/01 Apr  

Piracy 05/19 Apr   
Suspicious 

Approach/08 Apr  

Att Sea Theft/ 13 Apr   

Att Boarding/ 15 Apr  

Suspicious 

Approach/ 21 Apr  

Updates 
 

According to the Nigerian Captain, none of the 12 Nigerian crewmen onboard the merchant ship 

had been harmed during the four days captivity. Nine pirates, armed with AK-47 rifles and grenade 

launchers stole money, valuables and bulk of the food found on the ship over the four days. This 

incident stands out as a modus operandi wherein, the pirates stayed onboard the ship for a relatively 

longer duration. Pirates resort to such tactics when the intention is to strike a deal with a third party 

for selling off the cargo for money. 

 

Att Sea Theft/ 24 

Apr   

Att Sea Theft/ 

25 Apr   

Att Sea Theft/ 26 

Apr   

Sea Robbery/ 28 

Apr  

Att Sea Theft/ 25 Apr   
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 Suspicious Approach / Off Calabar, Nigeria / 08 Apr 19.  

  

    A suspicious approach incident was reported onboard a merchant vessel on 08 Apr 19 approximately 

46 Nm south of Calabar, Nigeria. The vessel reported suspicious approach by fishing canoes. The 

Nigerian Navy arrived on scene to secure the area. Vessel and crew were reported safe. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ SPM Anchorage, Visakhapatnam / 13 Apr 19.  

 

     An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard a Bahamas flagged tanker  Sonangol Namibe 

on 13 Apr 19 at Visakhapatnam, SPM anchorage, India. While proceeding to anchor at Visakhapatnam 

SPM anchorage, the ship was reportedly approached by perpetrators in fishing boats. The master 

sounded the ship's whistle, raised general alarm and made an announcement on the PA system. The 

accommodation and other spaces of the ship were secured and guarded by the crew. The master also 

reported the incident to Vizag Port Control and Indian Coast Guard (ICG), requesting for assistance. 

The robbers subsequently boarded the ship via the main deck. The crew did not offer resistance but 

monitored the robbers and managed to restrict their movement to deck. CISF/ VPT and ICG crafts were 

promptly dispatched to the location for assistance. Upon seeing the crafts approaching, the perpetrators 

escaped in their boats. The crew was not injured and no items were reported stolen.  

 

 Attempted Boarding/ Bonny River Anchorage, Nigeria/ 15 Apr 19.  (Fired Upon) 

 

  An attempted boarding incident was reported onboard a Switzerland flagged product tanker San Pedro 

Pio on 15 Apr 19 at Bonny River inner anchorage, Nigeria. Four persons in a speed boat armed with 

automatic weapons approached the anchored tanker. Two persons managed to board the tanker and 

opened fire. The onboard Nigerian naval guards returned fire resulting in the intruders retreating into 

their boat and escaping. One guard was injured during the shooting and was given first aid by the crew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrest of suspected pirates 

 

 On 18 Apr 19, authorities announced they had 

arrested nine people for illegal possession of 

firearms in Nigerian waters. The nine suspects, 

thought to be part of a maritime security detail, were 

arrested during a joint operation ‘Junction Rain’,   

combined maritime law enforcement operation 

involving the U.S. Coast Guard and Navy in support 

of African Maritime Law Enforcement Partnership. 

The Nigerian Navy stated that the vessel was in 

Nigerian waters. West African media reported that 

the suspects comprised of three Greek, an American 

and five Nigerian nationals. Upon boarding the 

vessel, the boarding team discovered that there were 

more people onboard and recovered four military 

assault rifles (Bernelli MR-1) loaded with 

magazines, 1,000 live ammunition and other hidden 

exhibits including various communication gadgets. 

Updates 
 

IFC-IOR received confirmation from MRCC Chennai and Visakhapatnam Port Control that 11 

fishermen boarded MV Sonangal Namibe anchored in Vizag port limit in an unauthorized manner. 

The fishermen secured their five country boats alongside the vessel before boarding. On receipt of 

the message on VHF, ROS (Vzg) interrogated vessel towards confirmation of the incident and it was 

revealed that unauthorized boarded fishermen are not complying with their instructions for 

deboarding. Upon receiving the information from the master, the Port Control informed Central 

Industrial Security Force (CISF) / Vizag Port Trust (VPT), Coastal Security Police (CSP) and ICG 

along with the Port Facility Security Officer (PFSO) and Dy PFSO. Indian Coast Guard ship Ayush 

on patrol in the area was informed on VHF and directed to obtain the details. However, the fishermen 

left the ship before the arrival of Coast Guard vessel. 
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 Piracy/ Bonny Outer Anchorage, Nigeria / 19 Apr 19. (Kidnapping) 

 

  A piracy (kidnapping) incident was reported onboard a Palau flagged product tanker MT Apecus on 

19 Apr 19 at Bonny River inner anchorage, Nigeria. The anchored tanker was boarded by unauthorised 

personnel who kidnapped five Indian crew members and subsequently escaped. The remaining crew, 

including Captain were reported safe. The Nigerian Navy was notified and investigations are presently 

ongoing. 

 
 Piracy/ 260 nm SE of Mogadishu, Somalia / 21 Apr 19. (Fired Upon) 

 

  A piracy (fired upon) incident was reported onboard a South Korean flagged fishing vessel Adria and 

Spanish flagged fishing vessel Txori Argi on 21 Apr 19 approximately 240 Nm SE of Mogadishu, 

Somalia. Initially Adria was approached by two skiffs with eight to ten personnel onboard. Another 

vessel Txori Argi, operating in vicinity, went to its aid but was reportedly fired upon by perpetrators 

with RPG. The private armed security teams onboard the vessels responded with a return fire. The 

perpetrators retreated causing no further harm to the vessel and crew. 

  
 

Comments. The African Maritime Law Enforcement Partnership (AMLEP) program enables 

African partner nations to build maritime security capacity and improve management of their 

maritime environment through real world combined maritime law enforcement operations. AMLEP 

is a five-phased program which include Phase Zero – Legal Risk Assessments; Phase One – 

Training; Phase Two – Exercises; Phase Three – Operations; and Phase Four – 

Sustainment.  Typically, the operational phase OPERATION JUNCTION RAIN (OJR), employs an 

African host nation’s own law enforcement boarding team, along with a US Coast Guard law 

enforcement boarding team operating from a US Navy or Partner Nation’s Maritime Asset.  During 

this operation, the US teams act in an ‘accompany, advise & assist’ role to the host nation’s teams 

while conducting “At-Sea” boardings.  These boardings consist of identifying a target of interest 

i.e. suspected vessel carrying narcotics; directing suspect vessel to stop; and embarking boarding 

teams to investigate.  During this inspection, the host nation teams review documentation, search 

each compartment for suspected illicit activity, and enforce maritime law pertaining to the 

respective host nation’s authorities & jurisdiction.  
 

Updates 
 

19 Apr 19 – A dhow AL AHZAM was captured by an unknown group off the coast of CADALE 

village in Somalia on 19 Apr. 

 

21 Apr 19 – Approximately 8 to 10 Nm from the attack position, a Taiwanese flagged fishing vessel 

Shin Shuen 889 reported being approached by two skiffs upto 1.5 Nm. However, due to the presence 

of private armed security team onboard, the skiffs retreated. On 21 Apr 19, EU NAVFOR dispatched 

its Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Aircraft to search the area and identified a suspected 

mothership. 

 

23 Apr 19 – On 23 Apr 19, ESPS NAVARRA successfully intercepted and boarded dhow F/V AL 

AZHAM which was being used as a pirate mothership. Upon interception of the dhow, EU NAVFOR 

captured five suspected pirates, three of whom were apparently wounded in the firefight with the 

FVs. 25 crew members (including two Somalis) held as hostages were subsequently freed.  

 

25 Apr 19 –ESPS Navarra transported the five suspected pirates to Seychelles on 25 Apr 19. The 

suspects were transferred to Seychelles authorities in accordance with a transfer agreement between 

the Seychelles and the European Union and with support from UN Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC). 
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 Attempted Sea Theft/ Straits of Malacca and Singapore/ 24 Apr 19.  

 

  An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged tug Union Topaz on 24 Apr 

19 off Nipa island, in the westbound lane of TSS in Singapore Strait. While the tug boat towing dredger 

Magnor was underway, two robbers in two wooden boats boarded the dredger. The Master raised an 

alarm following which the robbers escaped via their wooden boats. The crew was safe and no items 

were reported stolen. In response, Singapore VTIS initiated the safety navigational broadcast and 

notified the Singapore Police Coast Guard, the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the Indonesian 

authorities. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Straits of Malacca and Singapore / 25 Apr 19.  

 

 An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard a Malaysia flagged tug Vector 1 on 25 Apr 19 

off Tanjung Piai (Malaysia) in the westbound lane of TSS in Singapore Strait. While the tug boat towing 

barge Yong Tat 319 was underway, three to four perpetrators boarded the barge. The master reported 

the incident to Singapore VTIS who informed the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA). 

The crew was safe and no items were stolen. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Lagos anchorage, Nigeria/ 25 Apr 19.  

 

  An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker Ocean 

Gladiator on 25 Apr 19 at Lagos anchorage, Nigeria. Three robbers in a small craft boarded the 

anchored tanker. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed the robbers near the cargo tank and notified the 

OOW. Hearing the alarm and seeing crew alertness, the robbers escaped. The incident was reported to 

a Nigerian naval patrol boat. No items were reported stolen. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Jakarta Container Terminal, Indonesia/ 26 Apr 19.  

 

   An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container ship Jackson Bay 

on 26 Apr 19 at Jakarta Container Terminal, Indonesia. Two robbers boarded the berthed ship. Duty 

personnel on routine rounds noticed the robbers in the engine room and raised the alarm. Hearing the 

alarm, the robbers escaped. No items were reported stolen. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Ango-Ango Inner anchorage, Port Matadi, Congo/ 28 Apr 19.  

 

  A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall islands flagged product tanker Siviu at Ango 

Inner anchorage, Port Matadi, Congo on 28 Apr 19. Two robbers armed with long knives boarded the 

anchored product tanker and broke into the forecastle store. Duty watch keeper spotted the robbers and 

notified the OOW. Upon hearing the alarm, the robbers reportedly escaped with three mooring lines. 

 

 

Comments. This is the first piracy incident off Somalia in seven months and serves as a timely 

reminder to commercial shipping that, although suppressed, piracy has not been eradicated. As 

could be analysed from the summary of incidents, adherence to BMP and use of evasive 

maneuvering in addition to the presence of armed security guards onboard were collectively 

responsible in repressing the attack. However, the occurrence of such an incident at extended 

ranges as well as on soft targets like fishing vessels is a cause of concern, highlighting that 

perpetrators could stoop to any level to make the most of the opportune targets. Overall, the threat 

in the region remains low with such incidents occurring rarely. The shipping community is expected 

to follow the extant SOPs, including adherence to BMP5 as well as reporting any suspicious 

incidents to regional Maritime Security Centres. 
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 Wildlife Smuggling/ Pasir Panjang, Singapore/ 03 Apr 19. (Pangolin scales) 

  Singapore Customs and the National Parks Board (NParks) in a joint operation seized 12.9 tonnes of 

Pangolin scales worth $52.3 million from a container at Pasir Panjang Export Inspection Station. The 

scales reportedly originated from Nigeria and were bound for Vietnam. They were found packed in 230 

bags hidden amongst packets of frozen beef. Along with the pangolin scales, 177 kg of carved elephant 

ivory worth $120,000 were also seized during the inspection.  

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Muscat, UAE/ 03 Apr 19. (Diesel)  

  The United Arab Emirates Federal Transport Authority (FTA) banned two tankers from entering its 

waters on the grounds of illegal ship-to-ship oil transfer operations. According to FTA, the ships carried 

out illegal ship-to-ship oil transfer operations in the Exclusive Economic Zone of UAE. The vessels in 

question are the 1979-built clean product tanker Najdiah and the 2008-built Lady Sara, managed by 

Global Tankers and represented by Prime Tankers. 

 

 Natural Resources Smuggling/ JNPT, Mumbai / 04 Apr 19. (Gold) 

 
  India’s Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) busted a gold smuggling racket on 04 Apr 19 and 

seized 163 gold bars weighing 19-kg valued at approximately $1 million at the Jawaharlal Nehru Port 

Trust (JNPT) in Navi Mumbai. The gold was reportedly smuggled to India from the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) in three scrap metal pipes hidden inside five containers.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off coast of Oman / 06 Apr 19. (Hashish) 

  Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship (HMCS) Regina 

seized and destroyed 2,569 kg of hashish on 06 Apr 

19 off the coast of Oman. The boarding was 

undertaken when HMCS Regina spotted a dhow 

suspected of smuggling narcotics. The ship 

deployed its Naval Tactical Operations Group, the 

RCN’s enhanced boarding party that specializes in 

Maritime Interdiction Operations, to investigate the 

vessel further. A search was conducted, upon which 

119 bags of hashish were located in the ice hold. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Wildlife Smuggling/ Pasir Panjang, Singapore/ 08 Apr 19. (Pangolin scales) 

   Singapore authorities undertook another major haul of 12.7 tonnes of pangolin scales from a 40 feet 

container that was reportedly enroute to Vietnam from Nigeria. The container was declared to contain 

"cassia seeds" but was found to be instead carrying animal parts estimated to be worth about $51.6 

million in 474 bags at the Pasir Panjang Scanning Station. 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 
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 Fuel Smuggling/ Strait of Hormuz, Iran/ 10 Apr 19. 

    Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) seized a tanker in the Strait of Hormuz on charges 

of fuel smuggling. A small tanker was attempting to carry about three million gallons of fuel out of Iran 

- the largest amount ever seized by Iranian officials in a single enforcement action. 21 individuals were 

detained in the raid and will face trial on smuggling charges. 

 
 Drug Smuggling/ off coast of Oman / 14 Apr 19.    (Hashish) 

 

   On 14 Apr 19, HMCS Regina spotted a suspicious dhow, off the coast of Oman, in an area known as 

the “Hash Highway.” The ship deployed its Naval Tactical Operations Group (NTOG) team – working 

as the boarding team for the ship, and seized approximately 3000 kg of Hashish, which was transferred 

to HMCS Regina and was subsequently destroyed. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ off coast of Oman / 18 Apr 19.    (Heroin and Hashish) 

 
    On 18 Apr 19, HMCS Regina spotted another suspicious dhow, off the coast of Oman and seized 

approximately 1500 kg of Hashish and 10.5 kg of Heroin. 

 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ North eastern coast of Sri Lanka / 22 Apr 19.    (Heroin) 

 

  Sri Lankan Navy seized about 275 kilograms of drugs, believed to be Heroin, while being transported 

in a multi-day fishing trawler on 22 Apr 19. Based on information received from Police Narcotic 

Bureau, the Sri Lankan Navy Ship Sagara undertook a comprehensive surveillance operation off North 

Eastern coast and apprehended the trawler with five locals. The vessel was taken ashore for further 

investigation.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Surigao del Sur, Philippines/ 26 Apr 19. (Cocaine) 

  Eight bricks of suspected cocaine worth approximately $1 million were found by fishermen in Dinagat 

Islands and Surigao del Norte on 26 Apr 19. Local fishermen found the brown bricks wrapped in a 

transparent cellophane floating near the lighthouse of the said area. 

 

 

 

Comments. The two incidents of Pangolin scales seizures on 03 and 08 Apr 19 by Singapore 

authorities highlight the involvement of organised gangs in undertaking such high level of wildlife 

trafficking. According to Singapore Customs, the seizure on 03 Apr 19 is reportedly the largest 

involving pangolin scales globally in five years. Approximately 17,000 pangolins were killed to 

make up the shipment. The previous biggest haul on record was in Shenzen, China in 2017 where 

11.9 tonnes of Pangolin scales were seized. The pangolin is believed to be the world's most trafficked 

animal. Its scales are in high demand in Asia for use in traditional Chinese medicine despite there 

being no proven medicinal benefit from their use.  

 

Comments. Gasoline is much cheaper on the Iranian domestic market than abroad – going as little 

as 25 cents per litre - creating an opportunity for illegal smuggling networks. Most of the fuel 

smuggling occurs via tanker trucks and small vehicles crossing Iran's land borders, and the 

destination markets are primarily neighbouring countries in Central Asia.   

Comments.   A total of three drug seizures were reported by HMCS Regina during the month of  

Apr 19 in North Western Arabian sea, generally in an area known as the “Hash Highway”. 

Approximately 10 kg of heroin and 7000 kg of hashish were reportedly seized by the ship. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ off  Linging Town , Philippines/ 30 Apr 19.     (Cocaine) 

  Eighteen bricks of suspected cocaine were seized off the waters of Lingig town in Surigao del Sur. 

The cocaine bricks, estimated to be weighing 20 kg, have a street value of approximately $2 million. 

Reportedly, the cocaine bricks were believed to be for delivery to a drug syndicate operating in Australia 

but the transaction failed either due to bad weather or for the fact that the transporters were forced to 

dump the contraband for fear of being intercepted. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments.  The issue of cocaine bricks washing up on the shores of Philippines was also 

highlighted in IFC-IOR’s MMSU for the month of Mar 19. Almost 250 cocaine bricks have already 

been found in various areas in Mindanao and Luzon since February this year, most of which were 

recovered in Surigao and Dinagat Island provinces. Drug cartels are believed to be using the modus 

operandi of dropping the cocaine bricks, sometimes with a buoy or a GPS tracker for pick-up and 

eventual transport to other countries. In addition, such tactics are resorted to escape immediate 

apprehension by enforcement agencies. 
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 IUU Fishing / North Natuna Sea, Indonesia/ 02 Apr 19. 

 

  Eleven foreign fishermen on two foreign flagged vessels were arrested by Indonesian authorities on 

02 Apr 19. They were reportedly catching fish by trawling, which is illegal in Indonesian territory. 

  
 IUU Fishing / Off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka/ 04 Apr 19. 

 

  Sri Lankan Navy arrested 18 foreign fishermen who were reportedly engaged in illegal fishing west 

of Point Pedro. The arrested personnel were handed over to the Assistant Director of Fisheries-Jaffna 

for further legal action. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Natuna Sea & Malacca Strait, Indonesia/ 09 Apr 19. 

 

  The Indonesian authorities seized six foreign boats which were fishing illegally in the Fisheries 

Management Region of the Republic of Indonesia. The boats were arrested by two fisheries supervision 

boats at the Indonesian Exclusive Economic Zone in the North (ZEEI) Natuna Sea on 09 April 19. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Karativu, Periyaarachchal & Uchchamunai, Sri Lanka/ 10 Apr 19. 

 

  Sri Lankan Navy apprehended ten perpetrators who were engaged in illegal fishing in Karativu, 

Periyaarachchal and Uchchamunai sea areas. A group of naval personnel aboard inshore patrol craft 

arrested four dinghies and two canoes with ten personnel since they didn’t possess valid passes for 

fishing. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 15 Apr 19. 

 

   Sri Lankan Navy arrested nine persons who were engaged in illegal fishing in Trincomalee- 

Kadakarachchenai. The raid was carried out on a tip off received by Sri Lanka, Eastern Naval Command 

on 15 Apr 19. 

 

 IUU Fishing / South West of Pulau Kendi, Malaysia / 22 Apr 19.  

 

   Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) reportedly seized about one ton of fish from four 

foreign nationals after they were suspected of fishing less than the permitted distance from the coast. 

They were detained in a class C fishing boat that was allowed to fish at a distance of not less than 12 

nautical miles from the coast. 

 

 IUU Fishing / East of the Kuala, Malaysia / 25 Apr 19.  

 

   Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained a total of six foreign trawlers during 

separate operations over a span of two days. MMEA apprehended four boats about 150 Nm east of the 

Kuala Terengganu oil exploration site and the remaining two around 50 Nm east of Kuala Terengganu 

on 25 Apr 19. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Puttalam, Sri Lanka/ 27 Apr 19.  

 

   Sri Lankan naval personnel attached to vessels belonging to the Northwestern Naval Command, 

during a patrol conducted in the lagoon area of Puttalam, arrested four suspects engaged in fishing 

activities without a valid pass as well as for using unauthorised fishing nets. The Navy also took into 

custody two boats, 600 metre illegal fishing net and 64 kg of illegally caught fish.  

 

 

 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Mannar Sea, Sri Lanka/ 01 Apr 19.  

 

   Sri Lankan Navy arrested six individuals comprising four foreigners and three locals for attempting 

to illegally migrate to India. They were arrested in a dinghy boat in the Mannar seas. 

 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Reunion Island, Indian Ocean/ 13 Apr 19. 

 
  On 13 Apr 19, a group of 120 Sri Lankan migrants 

arrived at Reunion island, crossing almost 2000 Nm 

in a fishing boat. The migrant ship ran aground 

voluntarily in the channel of the small port of Sainte 

Rose. Reportedly, each migrant paid 2,000-5,000 

Euros ($2,230-$5,580) for the cross-over. Three 

Indonesian crew members of the fishing boat were 

charged for assisting illegal immigration and were 

placed under detention.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Updates 
 

29 Apr 19 – Half of the group of 120 Sri Lankan migrants who arrived on the French Indian Ocean 

island of Reunion were deported on 29 Apr 19. A group of 60 personnel, including three each women 

and children, were flown back to Sri Lanka in a special flight. The three Indonesians who were taken 

into custody are scheduled to appear in court on 15 May 19. 

 

 

 

 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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 SAR / Puducherry, India/ 04 Apr 19. 

 

  Indian Coast Guard rescued eleven Sri Lankan fishermen after their boats drifted towards the shore 

between Cuddalore and Puducherry owing to rough sea conditions. According to sources, the fishermen 

from Trincomalee in Sri Lanka had set sail on a fiberglass boat on 27 Mar 19. The boat had developed 

a technical snag and was adrift in the sea.  

 
 Violent Confrontation/ Alang Ship Breaking Yard, India / 07 Apr 19. 

  A crew member onboard the Palau-flagged General Cargo Vessel, Oasis III was murdered while the 

vessel was en-route to the Alang ship-breaking yard. According to the ship’s Captain, there was an 

altercation between the ship’s cook and another crew member following the crew was repeatedly 

stabbed with a knife, killing him instantly.  

 

 

 Fire/ Off Farasan Island, Saudi Arabia/ 08 Apr 19. 

  A Ro-Ro cargo ship Al Fayrouz issued fire distress signal on 08 Apr 19 in southern Red sea, 

approximately 60 Nm off Farasan Island, Saudi Arabia.  The distress signal was received via 

INMARSAT by MRCC France and was redirected to MRCC Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The Navy and 

Coast Guard of Saudi Arabia were deployed in a rescue operation. All 31 crew were reportedly 

evacuated without any injuries. The ship was en-route from Suez port to Djibouti. 

 

 Medical Assistance/ Off Socotra Island, Iran/ 11 Apr 19. 

  Indian Naval Ship Trikand, during an independent 

patrol in the Gulf of Aden, provided medical assistance 

to an Iranian fishing boat Husani off Socotra Island. 

The boat had a mixed crew of Iranian & Pakistani origin 

fishermen. It emerged that the fishermen were suffering 

from severe scabies and fever. The medical personnel 

on Indian Navy ship provided the ailing boat crew with 

basic First Aid. Additionally, medicines for infection, 

cold, pain & ointments were provided to the boat crew 

for future use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Comments.  The issue of scuffles at sea was also highlighted in IFC-IOR’s MMSU for the month of 

Feb 19. On 28 Jan 19, two seafarers were killed in an altercation off Maldives and on 04 Feb 19, a 

seafarer was stabbed onboard a tanker 300 Nm from the French island of Réunion. On 20 Feb 19, a 

violent fight onboard a Taiwanese fishing vessel led to killing of two workers. Ship owners are advised 

to embrace conflict resolution as a matter of urgency, following knife attacks/ scuffles at sea. 
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 SAR/ Off Porbandar, India/ 13 Apr 19. 

  The Indian Coast Guard rescued eight crew members 

of a sinking fishing boat, 27 Nm off the coast of 

Porbandar on 13 Apr 19. Indian Coast guard ship            

C-445, whilst on patrol, received a distress call from FV 

Prabhu Sagar on MMB channel 16. The fishing boat 

intimated flooding onboard and requested for 

assistance. The ship reached the boat in distress and 

undertook rescue operation. Due to rough sea 

conditions, one wooden plank of the hull broke 

following which the boat sank and the crew jumped into 

water. All crew members were rescued and safely 

brought to Porbandar harbour.  

 

 Fire/ Mumbai, India/ 13 Apr 19. 

 A major fire erupted onboard Suezmax tanker Maharaja Agrasen on 13 Apr 19 in Mumbai, India, 

shortly after arrival from Saudi Arabia with cargo of crude oil. The Chief Engineer succumbed to the 

injuries while the Second Engineer and motorman suffered burns and were taken to hospital.  

 

 

 Medical Assistance/ Off Port Blair, India / 23 Apr 19. 

  Indian Navy undertook medical evacuation of an 

Australian Naval officer from HMAS Collins on              

23 Apr 19. The officer developed an acute abdominal 

pain and was required to be immediate evacuated from 

the Australian submarine, while the vessel was 

transiting from Chennai to Australia. The officer was 

transferred to naval hospital, INHS Dhanvantari at Port 

Blair after being evacuated from open sea. The officer 

was later discharged on 24 Apr 19. 

 

 

 
 

 

 Collision/ West of Koh Chang island, Thailand/ 23 Apr 19. 

    LPG tanker NP Bangpakong reportedly collided with a coastal fishing vessel on 23 Apr 19 

approximately 8 Nm west of Koh Chang island, Trat Province near the eastern Gulf of Siam. Out of the 

eight crew onboard the fishing vessel, one died while the remaining seven were rescued. The tanker 

was en-route from Vietnam to Laem Chabang. Reportedly, the tanker returned to collision site and 

assisted in the rescue operations.  

 

Updates 
 

The Centre received an update that the fire broke out onboard the crude oil tanker due to a flash fire 

while starting the Inert Gas (IG) system during the unloading operation. The fire was immediately 

extinguished using fire extinguishers followed by boundary cooling. However, the Chief engineer 

along with two crew members from the engine room sustained burn injuries and were shifted to 

hospital by CISF boat. The vessel was reportedly carrying 95135 MT of Upper Zakhum Crude oil. 

The cargo was reported to be intact and there was reportedly no incident of oil pollution. 
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 Fire/ Riau Island, Singapore Strait/ 24 Apr 19.  

   Product tanker Success Energy XXXII suffered 

explosion on 24 Apr 19, followed by a fire in cargo tank 

area, in Sungai Raya Shipyard, Riau Islands, Singapore 

Strait. The tanker was undergoing repairs during which 

two shipyard workers were carrying out welding work. 

Oil fumes in the cargo tanks reportedly sparked the 

explosion. Both workers reportedly suffered serious 

burns and were taken to hospital for treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Publication of new editions of the Admiralty Maritime Security Charts Q6099 – Red sea, 

Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea.   

 
 A New Edition (NE) of the Admiralty 

Maritime Security Chart (MSC) Q6099, 

West Coast of Africa including The Gulf of 

Guinea will be published on 02 May 2019. 

The chart has been updated to include the 

revised boundaries of the High Risk Area 

(HRA) that will come into effect at 0001 

GMT (UTC) on 01 May 19. The new 

contact details for MSC-HOA have also 

been included along with other minor 

amendments. The HRA does not infringe 

on the Territorial Waters (TTWs) of any 

State except for Somalia. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GULF OF ADEN WATCH 

Comments.  The PDF copy of the updated maritime security chart Q6099 may be accessed on this 

link 

(https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to

%20Mariners/Q6099_A4.pdf).  

 

"The almost  ..  

 

Read more at: 

//economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/69171226.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_me

dium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

 

https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6099_A4.pdf
https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6099_A4.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/69171226.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/69171226.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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 ReCAAP ISC Piracy and Sea Robbery Conference 2019.  

 

ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) held its annual Piracy and Sea Robbery Conference to an 

audience of international maritime stakeholders including shipping and marine insurance companies, 

regulators and law enforcement agencies, as well as the diplomatic community based in Singapore on 

09 Apr 19. The conference addressed topics that are currently high on the agenda of the international 

maritime community including Piracy and Sea Robbery Situation in Asia, abduction of Crew in the 

Sulu-Celebes Seas and waters off Easter Sabah, update on the Indian Ocean High Risk Area, Maritime 

Cyber-security and effects and implications of Piracy. 

 

 Maiden participation of IFC-IOR in “44th SHADE’’ Meeting at Bahrain.  

 
 On 17 Apr 19 the new leadership of EU NAVFOR 

Somalia Operation Atalanta co-chaired the 44th Shared 

Awareness and DE-confliction (SHADE) conference in 

Bahrain alongside the Combined Maritime Forces 

(CMF). The working relationship between EU 

NAVFOR, independent observers India and Oman, the 

Maritime Trade Industry and CMF remains strong and 

steadfast continuing the highest priority in countering 

piracy and maintaining maritime security across the 

region. Over 100 delegates from across the maritime 

environment came together in Bahrain for the 

conference. Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean 

Region (IFC-IOR), also gave a presentation on the 

Centre to the maritime community.  The feasibility of 

constituting a working group where all regional relevant 

Maritime Security constructs and Centres could meet and streamline procedures, definitions and 

categorization of incidents was also discussed. 

 

 Cyclonic Storm “Fani” over southeast Bay 

of Bengal. 

 

 On 27 Apr 19, a cyclonic storm ‘Fani’ over southeast 

Bay of Bengal (BoB) and adjoining east Equatorial 

Indian Ocean (EIO) was reported. The contingency plan 

for “Aid to Civil Authorities” was executed by the Indian 

Navy and other authorities, wherein, regular weather 

alerts were issued to the state governments, local district 

authorities and the Indian Coast Guard. In addition, IFC-

IOR provided regular weather updates and warnings 

issued by Indian Met Department to various 

international partners for further dissemination to 

maritime stakeholders. A number of Indian Navy ships 

with HADR material and medical stores embarked were 

kept standby/ deployed for relief efforts. The cyclone 

made landfall at Odisha AM 03 May 19. 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments.  UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (ODRR) praised the Indian government's "zero 

casualty" policy for cyclones and the pinpoint accuracy of the India Meteorological Department's 

(IMD) early warning system which greatly helped reduce the possibility of deaths from cyclone 

Fani,. The early warnings from the IMD and a proactive collaborative approach of various Indian 

agencies facilitated a well targeted evacuation plan which resulted in 1.1 million people moving to 

about 900 cyclone shelters. 

 

  



17 

 
 

 

 Inaugural Maritime Information Sharing Workshop at IFC-IOR.  With a view to 

underscore the significance of collaborative maritime information sharing and develop better mutual 

understanding, Indian Navy is organising the Maritime Information Sharing Workshop (MISW) 2019 

at IFC-IOR. The workshop will be a common platform for representatives from partner countries to get 

together and collectively discuss issues related to maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region and 

beyond. The workshop will be spanned over two days from 12 to 13 Jun 19 and would be attended by 

representatives from over 40 countries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

 Electronic Information Exchange Mandatory for Ports from 08 Apr 19.        

 

A mandatory requirement for national governments to introduce electronic information exchange 

between ships and ports came into effect from 08 Apr 19. The aim is to make cross-border trade simpler 

and the logistics chain more efficient for more than 10 billion tons of goods which are traded by sea 

annually across the globe. The requirement, mandatory under IMO's Convention on Facilitation of 

International Maritime Traffic (FAL Convention), is part of a package of amendments under the revised 

Annex to the FAL Convention, adopted in 2016. Details on the same may be accessed at the IMO 

website at this link (http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/06-electronic-

information-exchange-.aspx). 
 

 INTERCARGO releases Bulk carrier Casualty Report 2018.               

 

On 10 Apr 19, the “Bulk Carrier Casualty Report 2018”was released by INTERCARGO. This edition 

of the Bulk Carrier Casualty Report covers reported bulk carrier casualties from 2009 to 2018 and 

provides an analysis on statistics and trends over the last 10 years. The losses onboard 48 bulk carriers 

over 10,000 DWT account for majority of losses over this 10 year period. Cargo failure and liquefaction 

continue to be a major concern for dry bulk shipping. There were nine casualties of suspected cargo 

failure amongst the 48, consisting of six bulk carriers carrying nickel ore from Indonesia, two vessels 

with laterite (clay) iron ore from India and one with bauxite from Malaysia. The detailed report may be 

accessed at this link (https://www.intercargo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Bulk-Carrier-Casualty-

Report-2018-publisher-version-10Apr2019.pdf). 

 

 Weather Forecast.  

A monthly weather forecast for the month of May 2019 in IOR region has been uploaded on IFC-IOR 

website for reference. 

 
 

GEN FOR MARINERS 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/06-electronic-information-exchange-.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/06-electronic-information-exchange-.aspx
https://www.intercargo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Bulk-Carrier-Casualty-Report-2018-publisher-version-10Apr2019.pdf
https://www.intercargo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Bulk-Carrier-Casualty-Report-2018-publisher-version-10Apr2019.pdf
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IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

Stable Seas 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IMD 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/  

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

 

http://www.pviltd.com/ 

 

http://news.navy.lk 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

  

https://gcaptain.com/ 

 

https://maritimebulletin.net/ 

  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/  

  

https://www.theguardian.com/ 

   

https://www.philstar.com/ 

 

https://www.mast-security.com/ 

 

https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/  

 

http://shipsandports.com.ng/ 

 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/ 

 

http://www.marsecreview.com/ 

  

https://www.gmanetwork.com/ 

  

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 

 

https://irannewsdaily.com/ 

  

http://pib.nic.in/ 

 

http://www.bernama.com/ 

 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/
http://news.navy.lk/
https://maritimebulletin.net/2019/01/03/ferry-aground-passengers-evacuated-lombok-indonesia/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/01/08/one-dead-in-oil-tanker-blaze-off-hong-kong.html
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/
http://shipsandports.com.ng/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/
http://www.marsecreview.com/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
https://irannewsdaily.com/
http://pib.nic.in/
http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1706556
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 
 

14 

14 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. The objective is to generate 

an overarching picture to assist local enforcement agencies to understand the existing maritime 

security situation in the region. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of 

data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. 

IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to 

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of 

existing threats in the maritime domain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Contact 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please 

contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

   

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html

