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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and security 

in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as well as like-

minded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual 

collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations 

positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the 

maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security threats are monitored on a daily 

basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security 

analysis culminates in the form of monthly MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Aug – 

31 Aug 20 have been categorised under the following heads:- 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)   Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

 

A total of 192 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of Aug 20. Maritime 

incidents comprised nearly one third of the total and were followed by Contraband Smuggling, Irregular Human 

Migration, IUU fishing and Piracy & Armed Robbery.   

 

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 2019 approximately 

1,45,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of 11,000-12,000 

distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of Aug 20, the number has been observed to be 

around 13,000. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security threat 

categories for the month of Aug 20. 
 

 Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 60% increase in total number of incidents monitored by the Centre in Aug 20 as 

compared to Jul 20. Maximum incidents were monitored in Gulf of Guinea followed by Gulf of Aden, incidents on vessels 

underway in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, two attempted incidents at Dumai anchorage, Indonesia, one actual & one 

attempted sea robbery off Batangas Bay, Philippines and one theft in Sulu Celebes Sea. One kidnapping incident involving kidnap 

of two crew members was reported in Gulf of Guinea. The reported incidents in GoG amounted to a 125 % increase as compared 

to Jul 20 and 30 % from Jun 20. This is still lower than 15 incidents reported in Mar 20, the highest so far in 2020. The increase in 

reported incidents despite several initiatives by Nigeria in the form of NIMASA, SPOMO, implementation of BMP West Africa in 

Mar 20 and heavy weather in the ongoing rainy season, is a concern.Further, the new trend of vessels being attacked far away from 

the shore and kidnapping of crew, is a huge concern for safety of mariners. The kidnapping incident in Aug 20 was reported at 110 

nm from the coast. The increase in number of incidents recorded at various anchorages in Malacca and SCS from the previous 

month and two incidents on bulk carriers underway in the eastbound lane of TSS continue to be a concern for the Asian region.  

 Contraband Smuggling – The month of Aug 20 witnessed a 15% increase in the reported incidents as compared to Jul 20. 

This is similar to 15 % increase in reported incidents from Jun 20 to Jul 20. However, this is a 135 % increase from May 20. Major 

drugs which were seized included Cannabis, Heroin and Methamphetamine. The overall increase in the incidents may be attributed 

to increased preference of sea routes for transhipment of drugs by the traffickers, a possible new normal in the COVID-19 

backdrop and increased reporting of seizures of turmeric as contraband (banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka.    

 IUU Fishing – The Centre recorded a 12% decrease in the reported incidents in Aug 20 as compared to Jul 20. This is the 

lowest in the last three months (Jun 20 – Aug 20), but, 48 % higher than the reported incidents in May 20. This is the first time in 

2020, poaching undertaken by foreign fishermen is higher than local IUU incidents, a deviation from the previous trend of 

poaching being about 33 % of reported IUU incidents. The local IUU involved incidents using banned nets, trawling and dynamite 

explosives. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing outside the authorised areas. Poaching incidents were reported in India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and UAE.   

 IHM Incidents – There was a 55% increase in the IHM incidents as compared to the previous month and a 90% increase 

from Jun 20. About 40% of the reported incidents were recorded off Mayotte and 30% in the Mediterranean. All incidents reported 

in the SE Asia, were recorded off Malaysia and may be attributed to enhanced enforcement by Malaysia as part of OP BENTENG. 

The favourable weather conditions in the Mediterranean, presence of migrant rescue ships and poor economic conditions 

exacerbated by COVID-19 may have a significant role for the increased movement in the Mediterranean.  

 Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor increase in the reported maritime incidents from Jul 20. However, as 

observed in Jun 20 and Jul 20, the incidents that involved capsizing and sinking of vessels was higher than those reported between 

Jan-May 20. There was a steep rise in the SAR operations with 17 incidents reported in the month. This is the highest in a single 

month in 2020 and 178 sea farers were rescued by authorities. The high number of incidents may be attributed to rough seas 

encountered in the monsoon season. Various advisories to maritime community released by IMO and India’s Director 

General Shipping have been compiled in the last section of MMSU for the benefit of maritime community. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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  PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

A total of 19 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the 

month of Aug 20.  Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by the waters around South 

East Asia including South China Sea, Straits of Singapore and Malacca and Sulu Celebes Sea. This is the highest 

number of reported incidents in the last three months.   

Incidents in GoG – Nine incidents were recorded in GoG area for the month of Aug 20, which is highest in the last 

three months (Jun 20 – Aug 20). One incident of kidnapping was reported during the month and this is the 15
th
 

incident reported in the area since Jan 20. While, the occurrence of kidnappings in every month so far, in 2020 is a 

major concern, the increasing distance from the coast at which the attacks were recorded remains a worrying factor. 

The month witnessed incidents off the coasts of eight countries in the region.   

Sea Theft Incidents in SOMS – Two incidents of attempted Sea Theft/ Sea Robbery were reported in Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore. The incidents were reported in the eastbound lane of the TSS. This is the first time in 2020, 

where two incidents were reported in close proximity in terms of time and distance. 

Incidents in SCS – Two incidents were recorded in Aug 20, which included a Sea Robbery and an attempted Sea 

Robbery. The two incidents were reported off Batangas Bay, Philippines, one at anchorage and second onboard a 

vessel inside the port. There has been a sharp rise in incidents off anchorages in Philippines in 2020 and the 

Philippines authorities have stepped up enforcement off the ports and anchorages to control the situation.  
Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – Three incidents were reported in the GoA during Aug 20 which includes a Sea Robbery 

off Somalia and two suspicious approaches. The incident of Sea Robbery onboard a tanker off the coast of Somalia 

in Aug 20, yet again reminds us that piracy is still not completely eradicated from the Gulf of Aden.  
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Aug 20:- 

 

 Attempted Boarding/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 01 Aug 20.                                            (GoG)                                             

                             
An incident of attempted boarding was reported onboard a Denmark flagged tanker MV BRO NUUK at Lagos port, 

Nigeria on 01 Aug 20. As per reports, five personnel attempted to board the vessel on its sea side at Lagos port. 

Reportedly, watchmen raised the alarm and warned the local authorities. The intruders fled on a small boat and all crew 

were reported to be safe. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Luanda, Angola/ 10 Aug 20.                                                                           (GoG) 

                                 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Antigua and Barbuda flagged general cargo vessel BBC DANUBE off 

Luanda anchorage, Angola on 10 Aug 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by three perpetrators who tied and 

threatened the duty crew on rounds. The OOW raised the alarm, the crew was mustered and noticed the tied crew 

members. Reportedly, the perpetrarotrs escaped with the ship’s properties.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Dumai Inner Anchorage, Indonesia/ 12 Aug 20.                                (Malacca Strait) 

                                           

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Saudi Arabia flagged tanker NAME WITHHELD at Dumai 

Inner Anchorage, Indonesia on 12 Aug 20. Reportedly, a perpetrator boarded the anchored tanker using a hook attached 

to a rope. The duty crew noticed the perpetrator along with two other personnel in a wooden boat and raised the alarm. 

Subsequently, the perpetrator escaped from the vessel without stealing anything. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Bauan Port, Philippines/ 13 Aug 20.                                                                         (SCS) 

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged tanker PACIFIC SAPPHIRE off Bauan Port, 

Batangas, Philippines on 13 Aug 20. It was reported that the tanker was approached by two perpetrators in a boat and one 

perpetrator armed with knife boarded the vessel by climbing the mooring lines. The perpetrator entered the cabin of 

General Steward, threatened the crew member and stole the steward’s personal belongings. The duty crew noticed the 

perpetrator and raised the alarm. On hearing the alarm, the perpetrator left the vessel via the mooring lines. The Port 

State Control (PSC) personnel boarded the vessel to verify the report.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 18 Aug 20.                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged mobile offshore drilling ship MAERSK VENTURER, 

off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana on 18 Aug 20. It was reported that unknown number of perpetrators approached on a 

canoe and boarded the vessel using ropes. Duty crew noticed the movement and raised an alarm. On noticing the crew 

and hearing the alarm, the perpetrators jumped overboard and escaped in the canoe. The crew undertook a search of the 

vessel and found buckets of paint and boxes of new lashing equipment were stolen. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Banana Anchorage, Congo/ 19 Aug 20.                                         (GoG)       

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged container vessel MAERSK REGENSBURG at 

Banana anchorage, Democratic Republic of Congo on 19 Aug 20. Reportedly, the duty crew on rounds noticed two 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

First Conviction under New Anti-Piracy Law in Gulf of Guinea 

A Nigerian court issued the first judgment under the new anti-piracy law or the Suppression of Piracy and Other 

Maritime Offences (SPOMO) Act in Nigeria on 12 Aug 20. The court has fined three men USD 26,300 each for 

hijacking the tanker MV ELONEY VI and securing a ransom of USD 200,000 for the release of its crew.  Nine men are 

facing trial for the hijacking and three of them were awarded the fine as they pleaded guilty for acts of piracy. The 

trial of the other six accused is still in progress.  While the impact of these convictions on the security situation is not 

yet known, it definitely is another step in the right direction to curb piracy and armed robbery off Nigeria.  
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perpetrators on the forecastle of the vessel. Subsequently, the alarm was raised and the crew was mustered. The 

perpetrators left the ship on hearing the alarm. Upon inspection, one mooring line was reported stolen. The crew was 

reported to be safe. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Bereeda, Somalia/ 19 Aug 20.                                                                                     (GoA)       

                                                                

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Panama flagged chemical tanker AEGEAN II, along the Horn of 

Africa off the coast of Somalia on 19 Aug 20. Reportedly, the vessel was in transit from UAE to Mogadishu and 

developed some technical failure off the east coast of Somalia. The vessel while drifting off Bereeda on the NE coast of 

Somalia was boarded by a group of six armed perpetrators. It was reported that the perpetrators disembarked with cell 

phones, laptops, cash, personal belongings from the crew and weapons of the private armed guards onboard the vessel. 

The crew of the vessel was reported to be safe and the vessel proceeded to Bosaso under the escort of a coalition warship.  

 

 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Batangas Bay Anchorage, Philippines/ 20 Aug 20.                                        (SCS)       

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier VIENNA WOOD on        

20 Aug 20 off Batangas Bay anchorage, Philippines. It was reported that the duty crew was attacked by a perpetrator 

armed with a bolo (knife). The perpetrator escaped without stealing anything. Subsequently, the general alarm was raised 

and first aid was provided to the injured crew. The incident was reported to the maritime authorities and the search 

conducted in the vicinity for suspicious craft or persons did not yield any result. The injured crew member was evacuated 

to a hospital for treatment. It is suspected that the perpetrator may have boarded the ship by throwing a line with hook. 

 

Comments.  This is the second incident of sea robbery reported off Philippines. It is possible that the successful 

robbery onboard a vessel at anchorage on 13 Aug 20 would have emboldened the perpetrators and could have been a 

possible motivating factor to re-attempt a robbery in less than a week. The occurrence of incidents onboard vessels at 

anchorage and at the berth is a major concern. This is the third incident reported off Batangas Bay since Jan 20 and 

the perpetrators were armed with knives in all three incidents. Another issue of concern is the injury of crew member 

in one of the incidents which indicates the possible violent nature of the perpetrators. The year 2020 thus far, 

witnessed a sharp rise in incidents of armed robbery recorded off Philippines as compared to 2018 and 2019, with 

majority of the incidents reported off Manila Bay followed by Batangas Bay. To counter these threats, the Philippines 

Coast Guard has recently, initiated additional measures including enhanced patrols especially by night and 

monitoring of small vessel movement.   

 

Overview and Update on the Incident  

The vessel sailed from Khorfakkan, UAE to Mogadishu, Somalia on 08 Aug 20. In the morning hours on 16 Aug 20, 

the vessel experienced difficulty in her passage to Mogadishu due to bad weather which aggravated some mechanical 

issues onboard and led to non-availability of anchor as water accumulated in the forward compartments. The vessel 

altered her heading and proceeded off Bereeda for shelter and remained adrift in the area to undertake repairs. Post 

successful repairs, the vessel dropped anchor off Bereeda on 19 Aug 20. On 20 Aug 20, the vessel was approached 

by two small boats with six uniformed personnel who reportedly claimed to be from Somali Enforcement Agencies. 

The uniformed personnel embarked the ship, mustered the crew and later departed the vessel with the mobile phones 

& laptops of the crew as well as the weapons of the Private Armed Guards. They reportedly did not carry any 

identity documents and are suspected to be robbers in the guise of enforcement agencies. Subsequently, at 1000LT 

and again at 1300 LT the vessel was approached by small boats each with five armed perpetrators in plain clothes. 

Reportedly, there was an exchange of fire between the two boats. The armed perpetrators disembarked the vessel 

with personal belongings of the crew, ammunition and bullet proof vests. A coalition warship arrived in vicinity of 

the vessel on 21 Aug 20 and escorted her to Bosaso, Somalia. The vessel anchored off Bosaso on 22 Aug 20 for 

embarkation of Armed Guards.  

Analysis.   This robbery appears to be an isolated and opportunistic incident on a vessel in a vulnerable situation, 

which had transited close to Somali TTWs. There remains a threat of hijack and/ or boarding off the coast of Somalia 

and can manifest as it did in this instance, however contextually the threat is vastly reduced as compared to peak 

levels of piracy related incidents observed in 2011. This reaffirms the appreciation that the threat of piracy/ armed 

robbery off the coast of Somalia is suppressed at the time and not eradicated.  
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 Unauthorised Boarding/ Freetown Anchorage, Sierra Leone/ 21 Aug 20.                                           (GoG)       

                                                                

An incident of unauthorised boarding was reported onboard a Chinese flagged fishing vessel SHENGHAI 2 at Freetown 

Anchorage, Sierra Leone on 21 Aug 20. It was reported that the fishing vessel was attacked by seven perpetrators armed 

with machetes and shotgun at the anchorage. Several crew members were reported to be injured in the ensuing violent 

confrontation. The Sierra Leone maritime forces responded to the incident and arrived in the area to assist the crew. 

Reportedly, the perpetrators left the ship prior to arrival of maritime forces.   

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Sandakan Inner Anchorage, Malaysia/ 25 Aug 20.                                           (Sulu Celebes Sea)       

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged chemical tanker GS FABULOUS off Sandakan Inner 

Anchorage, Malaysia on 25 Aug 20. Reportedly, the store padlock of the tanker was found broken and 11 drums of paint 

were reported to be stolen from the paint store. The crew reportedly sighted footprints near the railings and indicated 

that the perpetrators boarded the ship from the port side of forecastle. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Attempted Boarding/ Off Tema, Ghana/ 28 Aug 20.                                                                           (GoG)               

 

An incident of attempted boarding was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker PIKE on                      

28 Aug 20 off Tema, Ghana. The tanker was approached by a small craft with 6-8 personnel onboard about 115 nm 

South East of Tema, Ghana. Reportedly, a metallic ladder was sighted on the boat, while they attempted to board the 

tanker.  On sighting the boat with the perpetrators, the tanker conducted anti-piracy evasive manoeuvres forcing the boat 

to abort the boarding. The tanker and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

 Kidnap/ Off Tema, Ghana/ 28 Aug 20.                                                                                                     (GoG)               

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Ghana flagged fishing vessel AP703 on 28 Aug 20 off Tema, Ghana. The 

vessel was boarded by perpetrators approximately 110 nm South East of Tema. Reportedly, the vessel had 50 crew 

members which included two South Koreans and 48 Ghana nationals. As per reports, the perpetrators kidnapped the two 

South Korean crew members and disembarked the vessel. The vessel returned to Tema harbour with the remaining 48 

Ghanaian crew members. 

 

Comments.  As per an analysis of the incident by Dryad Global, the reported nature of this incident varies from 

previously reported incidents in the vicinity of Freetown. Five incidents were within Sierra Leonean waters in the past 

five years. The previous incidents have occurred within the Anchorage area West of the port. Maritime crime within 

this area is characterised by boarding of vessels at anchor for the purposes of theft. Although regular, this area 

witnesses a comparatively reduced rate of reported maritime crime when compared to wider West Africa. 
  
As per an analysis prepared by Stable Seas for the Centre, it is understood that towards generating investment in 

fisheries, countries in the Gulf of Guinea engage in Fisheries Partnership Agreements with distant-water fishing 

nations some of which include South Korea and Russia. These companies are often registered, or fishing vessels 

flagged in Gulf of Guinea countries. A total of 97 fishermen were kidnapped from 31 fishing vessels in the Gulf of 

Guinea since 2013. Upto 10 crew are taken at a time, but for most of the time two to three crew members, the Master, 

Chief Officer and Engineer are targeted.  

 

As per the assessment of the Centre, there could be two possible scenarios behind this incident. It is possible that the 

vessel was attacked by the heavily armed perpetrators as it would have been an opportune target at the anchorage 

during the dark hours. Alternately, this could be a targeted attack by a criminal group which possibly attacked a 

foreign fishing vessel towards kidnap for ransom.   

 

Update on Crew Release in GoG 

On 24 Aug 20, it was reported that seven Russian and six Ukranian crew members who were kidnapped off Cotonou, 

Benin (GoG) on 17 Jul 20 onboard Liberian flagged tanker CURACAO TRADER were released after being held in 

captivity for more than a month. The abductees were reported to be in good health. 
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 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia/ 28 Aug 20.                                     (Malacca Strait)               

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Cayman Islands flagged chemical tanker                           

STOLT PERSEVERANCE off Dumai anchorage, Indonesia on 28 Aug 20. Reportedly, four robbers armed with knives 

were sighted by the duty crew, attempting to open the emergency towing equipment hatch. Subsequently, the alarm was 

raised and all non-essential crew members were mustered in the citadel. Hearing the alarm, the robbers escaped from the 

ship. The Coast guard officers boarded the tanker for investigation and nothing was reported to be stolen. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Abidjan, Cote D’ivoire/ 29 Aug 20.                                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a vessel NAME WITHHELD on 29 Aug 20 off Abidjan Bay anchorage, 

Cote d'ivoire. Reportedly, during routine rounds at the anchorage the crew noticed that an outboard motor and some 

safety equipment were missing from the vessel. The crew carried out a thorough search of the vessel and could not sight 

any perpetrators onboard. The incident was reported to the authorities and the crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Lome, Togo/ 29 Aug 20.                                                                                       (GoG)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Liberian flagged container vessel BAHAMAS on 29 Aug 20 

off Lome anchorage, Togo. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a small skiff with eight perpetrators whilst at the 

anchorage. The duty watch spotted the perpetrators on the approaching skiff and the alarm was raised. The crew 

Comments.  The anchorage off Dumai in Indonesia witnessed two incidents of attempted sea theft/ sea robbery in the 

month of Aug 20. The incident reported earlier in the month on 12 Aug 20 is the first such incident reported off Dumai 

in 2020. Three incidents were reported off Dumai in 2019 with one each in May 19, Jul 19 and Oct 19. For the first 

time in 2019 and 2020, two incidents were reported in the same month. Two out of three incidents in 2019 involved four 

perpetrators boarding the vessels, which is similar to the pattern observed in this incident. Also, two incidents in 2019 

involved stealing of engine spares, however, in both the incidents in Aug 20 nothing was reported stolen from the 

vessels. While there have been no incidents of hijacking since Jan 20, there has been a rise in incidents of theft/ robbery 

reported at various anchorages in Asia. As per ReCAAP report, the period between Jan-Aug 20 witnessed a 38 % 

increase in the reported incidents of Piracy & Armed Robbery in Asia as compared to the similar period in 2019.   

 

Comments.  This was the second incident reported off Tema, Ghana on the same day separated by a distance of 

about 45 nm. This is the ninth incident in the waters off Ghana since Jan 20. Seven of these incidents were 

reported on vessels at anchorage and in port for the purposes of petty theft. The two incidents on 28 Aug 20 are 

the first deep offshore incidents off Ghana in this year.  

 

Analysis.  In the first incident, the attempt by the perpetrators to board a tanker was thwarted due to evasive 

manoeuvres undertaken by the tanker. However, in the second incident involving the fishing vessel, the 

perpetrators managed to board the vessel and kidnapped two crew members of foreign nationality. Considering 

the capability of the boats to transit at high speeds and the time-space kinematics calculations, the involvement of 

same group in both the incidents, operating in high seas cannot be ruled out. Considering that both the incidents 

were reported beyond 110 nm from Tema, Ghana, there is also a possibility of mothership operations to target 

vessels transiting in the area. Further, based on the analysis of the two targeted vessels the Centre assessed the 

following wrt incidents off Gulf of Guinea:-   
 

 Vessels with low freeboard and fishing vessels are vulnerable. Further, fishing vessels are easy targets 

possibly due to difficulty in complying with BMP guidelines.   

 Vessels transiting at slow speeds are easy targets for attackers. As per analysis by the Centre, FV AP703 

was observed to be drifting in the area through the night on the day of attack. 

 As per the assessment of DNK-IOC in their periodic reports, small boat operations close to shore are 

difficult in the ongoing monsoon season. This may be a major contributing factor for the perpetrators to 

attack opportune vessels further off shore using small boats.  

  These incidents have further reaffirmed the trend observed in 2020 – the crew getting kidnapped at 

greater ranges from the coast. This further reiterates possibility of involvement of well-organised groups 

supported by mother ships and it is likely that while kidnapping the crew the groups are targeting 

foreign nationals over the local crew possibly for seeking higher ransoms.   
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reportedly prepared fire hoses to thwart any attempt of boarding. The perpetrators reportedly abandoned the attempt and 

fled the area. 

 

 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia/ 29 Aug 20.                                                     (SOMS)               

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard an Iranian flagged bulk carrier AMINA off North-North West 

of Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia on 29 Aug 20. Reportedly, six perpetrators armed with long knives boarded the vessel 

while underway in the East bound lane of the TSS in the Singapore Strait. A search was conducted onboard the vessel 

and nothing was reported stolen. The crew was reported to be safe and the incident was reported to the Singapore VTIS 

East.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia/ 29 Aug 20.                                                           (SOMS)               

  

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier SEA DIAMOND           

off Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia on 29 Aug 20. Reportedly, three perpetrators approached the vessel in a boat and one 

perpetrator boarded the vessel using bamboo and hook, while underway in the East bound lane of the TSS 

in the Singapore Strait. On sighting the perpetrator, the vessel raised an alarm and the crew was mustered. The 

perpetrator disembarked the vessel on hearing the alarm. A search was conducted onboard the vessel and nothing was 

reported stolen. The crew was reported to be safe and the incident was reported to the Singapore VTIS East. 

 

The Straits Story – An Analysis of Recent Incidents in TSS 

 

Two incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery were reported in the month of Aug 20 in the Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore (SOMS). This is a decrease from three incidents which were reported in the months of Jan 20, Apr 20, May 

20 and Jul 20. With four incidents, the month of Feb 20 had the highest reporting in 2020, while Mar 20 and Jun 20 

had the lowest reporting with just one incident each. The trends specific to the incidents in Aug 20 and common trends 

observed since Jan 20 are as follows:- 

 

 This is the first time in 2020, where two incidents were reported in close proximity in terms of time and 

distance. The positions of two incidents reported on 29 Aug 20 are separated by just over a mile and a little 

over an hour. This indicates a strong possibility of the involvement of same perpetrators in both the 

incidents or it is likely that two boats of a same group acted in close coordination.  

 Both the incidents were reported in the East bound lane of the TSS. This is in-line with the trend observed in 

2020. Since Jan 20, a total of 16 incidents were reported in the East bound lane of the TSS in comparison to 

only one being reported in the Westbound lane. This further reaffirms the observation reported by this 

Centre in earlier reports, that there exists the possibility that the perpetrators are seeking cover from the 

small islands South of TSS and attempting attacks on vessels transiting in the east bound lane.  

 Both the incidents were reported onboard bulk carriers. This again is observed to be in consonance with the 

new trend observed in 2020 as compared to 2019, wherein majority of incidents are reported onboard bulk 

carriers/ tankers.  Since Jan 20, only five incidents were reported onboard tugs and barges, while 15 were 

reported onboard bulk carriers, tankers and reefer vessel.  

 It is interesting to note that the five incidents involving onboard tugs and barges were reported during the 

period of day light and all incidents reported onboard other type of vessels are reported during the dark 

hours.  

 It is assessed that there is a likelihood of sophisticated criminal groups operating in small gangs with 

capability of boarding vessels which are underway. However, opportunistic perpetrators focused on petty 

thefts may be continuing to target tugs and barges as they remain a lucrative target due to low freeboard, 

slow speed and limited security/ watch mechanism onboard. 

 There continues to be a decrease in general trend pertaining to violence and use of weapons. The sighting of 

weapons was reported only in one incident in Aug 20.  

 No items were reported stolen in the two incidents. Since Jan 20, the stolen items generally included engine 

spares and scrap metal. However, in May 20, breathing apparatus and mooring ropes were reportedly stolen. 

Enhanced vigilance is being exercised by all littorals and proactive action is being undertaken involving 

necessary navigational broadcasts on receipt of any report of suspicious activity including escorting of the 

vessels in some of the cases.  
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 Suspicious Approach/ Off Salalah, Oman/ 30 Aug 20.                                                                                  (GoA)   

             

An incident of suspicious approach was reported by a Malta flagged bulk carrier MARIPERLA off Salalah in the Gulf of 

Aden on 30 Aug 20. Reportedly, one non-AIS boat was sighted by the vessel which increased speed and closed the vessel 

on her starboard side. Subsequently, the bulk carrier increased speed and carried out evasive manoeuvres to increase the 

distance from the boat. It was reported that the boat crossed the track of the vessel and reduced speed after opening out.  

The vessel carried out measures as per BMP5 and continued her transit in the westbound lane of the IRTC. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Al Bahiyah, Yemen/ 31 Aug 20.                                                                           (GoA)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a tanker NAME WITHELD off Al Bahiyah, Yemen on 31 Aug 

20. Reportedly, a skiff with six personnel onboard approached the tanker, which was enroute to Suez, Egypt. 

Subsequently, the alarm was raised and the private armed guards onboard the tanker displayed their weapons. The skiff 

closed the vessel to less than 300 m and then altered away. The presence of ladders or other piracy related equipment 

could not be ascertained. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

  

 

  

NIGERIA’S DEEP BLUE PROJECT – Overview and Analysis by Stable Seas 

 
One of the important measures adopted by Nigeria to counter the rise of piracy/ armed robbery in the Gulf of Guinea, 

was the establishment of Deep Blue Project. The Integrated National Security and Waterways Protection 

Infrastructure, otherwise known as the Deep Blue Project (DBP), aims to comprehensively address insecurity and 

criminality in Nigeria’s territorial waters and exclusive economic zone. The means of the DBP involve the acquisition 

of assets, (e.g., unmanned aerial vehicles and fast intervention vessels), development of infrastructure (e.g., new 

command and control centres), interagency information-sharing, and enhanced training of security services, among 

other things. According to the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), between Aug 19 and 

Jun 20, about 80 % of the necessary assets had been delivered and the Command, Control, Computer Communication, 

and Information Centre (C4i) was officially launched at NIMASA’s base in Kirikiri, Lagos. The DBP is estimated to 

have cost USD 195 million and will oversee all maritime security matters in Nigeria 

As per an update by NIMASA, all anchorages in Nigeria will now fall under the DBP’s jurisdiction, including the 

Secure Anchorage Area. This is designed to reduce the need for private security in Nigerian waters, which increases 

the cost of shipping for goods imported into the country. Additionally, NIMASA and the Nigerian Port Authority 

(NPA) have made provisions for enhanced interagency cooperation through expanded information-sharing for rapid 

response efforts.  

If successful, the DBP could become a regional model for boosting maritime enforcement capacity. While it is not 

perfect, the DBP is a laudable initiative that is sure to have impacts on maritime security in the broader Gulf of 

Guinea for years to come. The next few years in particular will test the resilience of the project. If it is able to 

withstand these tests and mitigate the security issues that arise from them, the DBP could be a useful framework for 

the reference of other West and Central African countries desiring to strengthen their maritime security infrastructure 

and inter-agency cooperation.  

 

The writeup is an extract of an article published on Stable Seas and can be accessed on the following link: 

https://stableseas.org/maritime-enforcement/nigeria-deep-blue-project 

Comments.  This is the first of the two incidents reported in the month of Aug 20.  While there are no confirmed reports 

to link this incident to a piratical activity, the close approach of the skiff led the vessel to initiate precautionary 

defensive measures. The security situation in the area has been analysed under GoA/ GoO update section of the report. 

 

 

 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201903250896.html
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/committee-has-concluded-work-on-new-cvff-framework-says-nimasa-boss
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

A total of 47 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Aug 20.  Majority of the 

incidents were related to drug smuggling followed by domestic product and natural resource smuggling. This is the 

highest number of reported incidents in a given month in 2020 and the last three months (Jun 20 to Aug 20) 

witnessed a new high every month. This rise in reported incidents at sea, even with the partial opening of land/ 

air routes for international travel could possibly be an indication of a new modus operandi by the illicit operators 

– a possible new normal for consideration by planners engaged in enforcement operations.    
Drug Seizures – The number of reported drug seizures (19) in Aug 20 are identical to the reported seizures in Jul 

20. Major drug seized along with quantity were Methamphetamine (2769kg), Cannabis (814kg), and Heroin 

(692kg). Bangladesh authorities seized 1.3 million Yaba pills in a single raid off Cox’s Bazaar fishing port.   

Domestic Product Smuggling – Nine incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Aug 20 which 

included six seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan authorities. 

Natural Resource Smuggling – Six incidents of natural resource smuggling were reported which included four 

incidents of seizure of various types of wood (Mangrove Logs, Sandalwood, Senegal Rosewood,, Wallapatta). 

Cigarette Smuggling – Five incidents of cigarette smuggling was reported which is a 45 % decrease from the similar 

incidents reported in Jul 20.  

Wildlife Smuggling – Two incidents of wildlife smuggling were reported in Aug 20 which involved rescue of 90 

baskets of White Rumped Shama & Oriental Magpie Robin and 1500 turtle eggs. 

 

Natural Resources Smuggling – Precious wood (Mangrove logs/ red sanders) was smuggled via the sea route. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Thanamalwila, Sri Lanka/ 03 Aug 20.                                                                 (Cannabis)  

On 03 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended a suspect in possession of 

900 gm of local cannabis, near Thanamalwila. The suspect was reportedly, handed over to police 

for legal action.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 03 Aug 20.                                             (Heroin & Beedi Leaves)  

                                                    

On 03 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy together with Police STF apprehended a drug 

peddler attempting to sell heroin, during a coordinated operation in Pesalai, Sri Lanka. In a separate 

incident, naval officials seized 690kg of beedi leaves attempted to be smuggled into the country at an 

old jetty of Talaimannar.  

 

 Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Antalaha, Madagascar/ 06 Aug 20.                    (Mangrove Logs & Charcoal)  

                                                    

On 06 Aug 20, it was reported that the Madagascar authorities apprehended three personnel and seized a dhow for 

illegally transporting 111 mangrove woods and 276 bags of charcoal off Antalaha, Madagascar. The vessel and the 

apprehended personnel were handed over to the authorities for further investigations. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Nam Con Dao, Vietnam/ 07 Aug 20.                                                  (Diesel)                              

On 07 Aug 20, the Vietnam Coast Guard patrol team seized a vessel TG 93979TS for 

carrying 100,000 ltrs of undocumented diesel oil off Nam Con Dao, Vietnam. 

Reportedly, the six crew members onboard did not possess proper documentation. The 

apprehended personnel and the vessel were handed over to the authorities for further 

investigations. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 08 Aug 20.                             (Turmeric & Cardamom)   

On 08 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized a consignment of      

500 kgs of turmeric and cardamom worth USD 55,000 smuggled into Sri Lanka. 

Reportedly, the consignment was brought to the shores of the Anawas Lagoon via sea 

routes in a fishing vessel. The owner of the fishing vessel and the two fishermen aboard the 

vessel were apprehended and handed over to the authorities for further investigations.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Palaitivu Island, Sri Lanka/ 08 Aug 20.                                  (Heroin & Kerala Cannabis) 

On 08 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan officials seized 300 mg of heroin and 

920 mg of Kerala cannabis in a suspicious dinghy off Palaitivu Island. In a separate 

incident, naval officials seized 350 gm of Kerala Cannabis. Three suspects in connection 

to the incidents were also apprehended along with the dinghy.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Gujarat, India/ 08 Aug 20.                                                                                      (Heroin) 

On 08 Aug 20, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) of India filed a charge sheet against eight personnel of a global 

gang, who were operating from Pakistan and Dubai in connection with the smuggling of 500 kg heroin worth USD 200 

million, via sea route. The authorities stated that the heroin was brought in by the gang in three trips from Pakistan 

through the sea routes in Gujarat. 
 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Bandar Lengeh, Iran/ 09 Aug 20.                                                                            (Opium) 

On 09 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities seized one tonne of opium in Bandar Lengeh, 

Iran. Reportedly, in addition to the confiscation of opium, the officials also seized one vessel 

associated with the smuggling operations.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 09 Aug 20.                                                                                        (Drugs) 

On 09 Aug 20, it was reported that two drug peddlers of foreign nationalities were apprehended by the Oman authorities 

for attempting to land  narcotic drugs on a beach in Muscat governorate, Oman. A total of 22 kg of crystal drugs and 1.5 

kg of morphine were seized. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Mumbai, India/ 10 Aug 20.                                                                                      (Heroin) 

 

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended two men and seized 191 kg of heroin worth USD 1.3 

million from a container at Navi Mumbai’s Nhava Sheva Port. The contraband was suspected of having been sourced by 

operatives of an international narcotics-trafficking syndicate from Afghanistan. The narcotic was smuggled into the 

country under the label of ‘mulethi’, a herb that is consumed for relief from common infections such as cold, stomach 

problems and cough. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Pulau Usukan, Malaysia/ 10 Aug 20.                                                            (Cigarette)   

       

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that a foreign registered cargo vessel carrying 650,000 boxes of contraband cigarettes 

worth USD 620,000 was seized by the Malaysian authorities off Pulau Usukan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the authorities 

apprehended five personnel of foreign nationality who were engaged in the smuggling activity. Reportedly, the vessel’s 

travel route information was inconsistent and there was no crew list. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 10 Aug 20.                                                       (White Rice) 

On 10 Aug 20, the Philippines authorities seized 495 bags of smuggled Myanmar white rice worth USD 10,200 at the 

Port of Cebu. The consignment reportedly, arrived from Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Consequently, a warrant of Seizure and 

Detention against the shipment was issued. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 11 Aug 20.                                                        (Turmeric)   

                           

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended four personnel and 

seized a suspicious trawler along with gunny sacks stuffed with turmeric weighing 6380 kg off 

Chilaw, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure was handed over to the Customs for onward 

investigation. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Point Podre, Sri Lanka/ 11 Aug 20.                                                        (Kerala Cannabis) 

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy seized over 275 kg of Kerala Cannabis in the Northern Seas off 

Point Pedro. The officials recovered six sacks containing Kerala Cannabis abandoned at sea by racketeers after their 

smuggling attempt was foiled by the Navy. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Singapore, SOMS/ 11 Aug 20.                                                                       (Cigarette) 

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that eight personnel of foreign nationality were apprehended for 

smuggling 3,490 cartons of contraband cigarettes into Singapore onboard a tug. Reportedly, the 

duty evaded amounted to USD 318,000 while the Goods and Services Tax (GST) was USD 

250,000. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Gujarat, India/ 11 Aug 20.                                                                                      (Hashish) 

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities seized three packets of Charas (Hashish) from Shekharanpir bet near 

Sanghi Cement Jetty, Gujarat. Reportedly, the seized haul of Charas was handed over to the authorities for onward legal 

action. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 13 Aug 20.                                                      (Turmeric)   

On 13 Aug 20, Sri Lanka Navy recovered two gunny sacks weighing aprox 57 kg full of dried 

turmeric, hidden at the Oluthuduwai beach,  Sri Lanka. It is reported that these items were smuggled 

into the island via sea routes. Reportedly, the seized haul of turmeric was handed over to the 

authorities for onward legal action. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 14 Aug 20.                                                                                     (Diesel)   

On 14 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Coast Guard apprehended a ship carrying illegal fuel off Barelang 

Waters, Batam. Reportedly, the ship was carrying 7,000 ltrs of high speed diesel (HSD) without documents. 

 

 Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 14 Aug 20.                                                      (Kaffir Lime)   

On 14 Aug 20, Malaysian port authorities seized a container from Thailand loaded with dried 

kaffir lime leaves weighing approx 500 kg worth approx USD 4,600. The leaves were 

reportedly  imported without a valid permit. 

 

 Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Kollupitiya, Sri Lanka/ 15 Aug 20.                      (Wallapatta & Sandalwood)   

On 15 Aug 20, Sri Lanka Customs foiled an attempt to smuggle 120 kg of Wallapatta and 120 kg of sandalwood to 

Dubai worth USD 68,200. The contraband was discovered hidden in a container among manioc, papaya, orange and 

pineapple that were ready to be exported.  

 

 Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 15 Aug 20.                                                    (Liquor & Cigarette)   

On 15 Aug 20, it was reported that the Royal Malaysian Customs Department seized 

four containers filled with 124,944 canned liquors and over 20 million cigarette sticks 

with an estimated value of USD 448,000 which were initially declared as steel pipes, 

spoons and forks off Port Klang, Malaysia.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Rakhine, Myanmar/ 16 Aug 20.                        (Crystal Methamphetamine)                                                                                        

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that the Myanmar authorities apprehended five personnel and seized 

1,310 kg of crystal methamphetamine from a suspicious boat off Rakhine, Myanmar. The seized 

drugs were found wrapped in canvas bags and were reported to be worth USD 23 million. 

 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Norochcholai, Sri Lanka/ 18 Aug 20.            (Turmeric)                                                                                        

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy seized approx  800 kg of dried turmeric in 

the beach areas of Daluwa, Norochcholai and Vankalai, Mannar in two separate incidents. The 

smuggled items were stuffed in 16 gunny sacks. Reportedly, two dinghies and four suspects 

were apprehended while attempting to smuggle turmeric consignment into the country. 

 

Comment.  Wallapatta is an endemic plant found in Sri Lanka and its stems are used to manufacture expensive 

perfumery products due to the presence of a substance called Agarwood. It is considered as a forest produce, hence 

exportation is restricted. There is a high demand for Wallapatta in the Middle Eastern countries, especially Dubai as a 

perfumery agent. 
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 Wild Life Smuggling/ Off Sungai Batu, Malaysia/ 18 Aug 20.                                                   (Turtle Egg)                                                                                           

On 18 Aug 20, a suspected turtle egg trader jumped into the sea and escaped upon noticing the patrol team. The suspect 

was smuggling the eggs in from Philippines onboard a white pump boat at the Sungai Batu, Malaysia. Upon inspection, 

plastic bags with 1,500 turtle eggs inside the vessel were found. The vessel and the eggs worth USD 1200 were taken in 

custody for onward invetsigations. 

 

 Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Pemba, Mozambique/ 18 Aug 20.                                             (Wood)                                                                                           

On 18 Aug 20, Mozambican authorities seized more than 100 illegal containers of timber onboard a ship in the port of 

Pemba, Mozambique. Of the total 102 containers, 78 had logged timber and 24 containers had processed timber. In 

Mozambique, the export of logged timber is prohibited. As per reports, the timber, of the umbila and jambire species, 

was destined for China. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 19 Aug 20.                                (Rice & Cigarette)                                                                   

On 19 Aug 20, it was reported that the Philippines customs officials seized 51 sacks of rice, 25 master cases of cigarettes, 

and used clothing called “Ukay-Ukay” off Zamboanga, Philippines. The seized items worth USD 30,000 were 

reportedly, smuggled using two vessels MV MARIA MATILDE  and MV FILIPINAS MAASIN. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 19 Aug 20.                                                          (Cigarette)                              

On 19 Aug 20, it was reported that a total of 1,092 master cases of Astro cigarettes worth USD 01 million was seized by 

the authorities in Port of Cebu in a 40 footer container. Reportedly, the officials became suspicious after X-ray inspection 

of the container. 

 

 Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Cat Lai Port, Vietnam/ 19 Aug 20.                                   (Senegal Rosewood) 

On 19 Aug 20, the authorities seized 60 wooden containers suspected of being senegal rosewood imported into Vietnam 

via Cat Lai port in HCM City. Reportedly, these containers were preliminarily processed and cut into bars with a total 

volume of more than 1,000 m3. The value of the shipment was estimated to more than USD 862,000. The seizure was 

reportedly taken into custody. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Beddagana, Sri Lanka/ 20 Aug 20.                                                         (Heroin)                                                                   

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended one suspect involved in trafficking drugs off 

Beddagana, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities seized 800 g of heroin and cash worth USD 38,000. The suspect and 

the seizure was taken under custody for further investigations.. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Ambalangoda, Sri Lanka/ 21 Aug 20.                                            (Mandy Drug)                            

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that an abandoned fishing vessel loaded with 12 kg MANDY drugs worth USD 108,000 

was seized near Ambalangoda fisheries harbour by the Sri Lankan authorities. Reportedly, the drug was smuggled into 

Sri Lanka via the sea route. The seizure was taken under custody. 

 

            Mozambique reforms timber sector to counter illegal logging 

Mozambique’s government has recently introduced forestry reforms and signed a memorandum of understanding with 

China in an effort to control its hardwood exports and stop illegal deforestation. Reportedly, Mozambique has already 

lost nearly three million hectares, some 10 percent, of its forests since 2000 amid strong demand for valuable timber, 

as well as from slash-and-burn farming. As Asian supplies of valuable hardwoods like timber, which is used to make 

luxury furniture have been depleted, the imports have now shifted to Africa. Mozambique is currently the 10th-largest 

supplier of hardwood to China, according to the reports. The two countries had signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) earlier this year to combat illegal logging and for exchange of import and export data between 

the two countries. 
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 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Subic Bay, Philippines/ 22 Aug 20.                                                 (Cigarette)                            

On 22 Aug 20, the Bureau of Customs (BOC) seized smuggled cigarettes worth USD 2.5 million off the Subic Bay 

Freeport, Philippines. The authorities found cigarettes which were shipped inside four 40-footer containers from foreign 

countries. Reportedly, the containers were reported as carrying domestic items. 

 

 Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Kuala Peril, Malaysia/ 23 Aug 20.                                        (Ketum Leaves)                              

On 23 Aug 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) foiled an attempt to 

smuggle 36 packages of ketum leaves weighing 360 kg in Kuala Perlis waters while enroute 

to a neighboring country. Reportedly, the crew members jumped into the sea and fled to a 

nearby land. A fiberglass boat with an outboard engine was also seized alongwith the 

contraband, worth a total of USD 6800.  

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 23 Aug 20.                                                              (Cigarette) 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs (BOC), Philippines seized and destroyed 100 master cases of 

Fort and Astro brands of smuggled imported cigarettes worth USD 61,000 off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kyeinnali, Myanmar/ 23 Aug 20.                                              (Crystal Methamphetamine) 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that Myanmar Police apprehended five personnel and seized 1,380 kg of crystal meth 

worth USD 23 million onboard a vessel docked South West of Kyeinnali, Myanmar. All the seized drugs were disguised 

as Chinese teabags. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh/ 24 Aug 20.                                                                (Yaba Pills) 

On 24 Aug 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) group  

seized 1.3 million Yaba pills and apprehended two personnel onboard a trawler from the 

Cox's Bazar fishing port. The suspect along with the consignment was taken under 

custody.  

 

 Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Kelesa, Malaysia/ 24 Aug 20.                                                                  (Bird) 

On 24 Aug 20, it was reported that MMEA officials apprehneded four foreign nationals onboard two boats attempting to 

smuggle 90 baskets of White Rumped Shama and Oriental Magpie Robin via sea routes from Johor Bahru, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, while the officials attempted to stop the boats, one of the boat skippers attempted to grab a firearm of the 

official and was shot dead in the counter action. 

Yaba Havoc 

 

Yaba, also known as the madness drug, is a combination of a caffeine and methamphetamine. It is also known to have 

been used to energise soldiers in the battle grounds to kill opponents during the World War II. It is most often red in 

colour with the letters WY imprinted on it. According to UNODC, Myanmar is believed to be the main origin point of 

Yaba in South-East Asia and the Mekong region including in Bangladesh. The majority of drugs entered Bangladesh 

through the border at Teknaf and usage of Yaba started to become popular in Bangladesh from 2006.
 
Reportedly, in 

2010, law enforcement seized 84 thousand Yaba pills in Bangladesh, which rose to 29.5 million pills in 2016 worth USD 

3 billion. The influx of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar also increased the influx of Yaba into Bangladesh.  

Comment.  Mandy is a synthetic drug that alters mood and perception. It is chemically similar to both stimulants and 

hallucinogens, producing feelings of increased energy, pleasure, emotional warmth, and distorted sensory and time 

perception. Street names for Mandy are Ecstasy, X, Molly, E, Beans, Love drug and Rolls. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teknaf_Upazila
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 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Terengganu, Malaysia/ 24 Aug 20.                                                                             (Diesel) 

On 24 Aug 20, the Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) reportedly seized three bunker tankers with 33 

crew members onboard for illegally selling bunker fuel to foreign fishermen in the Terengganu territory of the South 

China Sea. The estimated value of the fuel onboard was reported to be approx USD 1.8 million. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Qurayyat, Oman/ 24 Aug 20.                                                             (Hashish & Morphine) 

On 24 Aug 20, the Oman authorities foiled two attempts to smuggle drugs to the Sultanate by sea. In the first incident, 

four smugglers of foreign nationalities were apprehended in possession of 50 kg of crystal drugs, 26 kg of hashish and 

some quantity of morphine. In another case, the authorities apprehended two infiltrators of foreign nationality with 12 

bags of hashish, 4,400 tablets of captagon and five pieces of morphine. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 25 Aug 20.                                        (Turmeric)                              

On 25 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy officials apprehended four individuals for 

smuggling 261 kg of Tumeric worth USD 37600 via sea route. The suspects and the seized items 

were handed over to the authorities for further actions.  

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 26 Aug 20.                                (Domestic Appliances)                              

On 26 Aug 20, it was reported that various home appliances from a foreign country worth USD 181,000 were intercepted 

at the Port of Manila for misdeclaration. Reportedly, the misdeclared shipment included various high end domestic 

appliances including costly kitchen cooking machines and e-trike. 

 

 Precious Metal Smuggling/ Off Karainagar, Sri Lanka/ 28 Aug 20.                                                            (Gold) 

On 28 Aug 20, the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended two suspects onboard a dinghy for transporting more 

than 05 kg of gold in four parcels via sea routes off Karainagar, Sri Lanka during a special search 

operation carried out in Northern seas. The suspects and the seized consignment of gold were handed 

over to the Jaffna Customs Office for onward investigation.  

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 28 Aug 20.                                                                            (Diesel) 

On 28 Aug 20, the Malaysian authorities detained a class A drift trawler carrying out oil 

smuggling activities off the Kuala Perlis estuary, Malaysia. Upon further inspection of the vessel it 

was discovered that it had been modified, where the fish compartment was converted into an oil 

tank and subsequently 4000 litres of diesel worth USD 1,600 was also recovered. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 28 Aug 20.                                                               (Ketum Leaves) 

On 28 Aug 20, the authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 50 packages containing 500 kg of ketum leaves off Kuala 

Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the packages were prepared to be smuggled into a neighboring country with estimated  

worth USD 2,500. 

 

 

Comments.  A similar incident took place this year in Jan 20, where the Indonesian authorities, intercepted a shipment 

of over a thousand Oriental Magpie Robins (a popular songbird) and almost 400 White-rumped Shamas from Malaysia, 

arresting two Malaysian suspects. In Dec 19, the Malaysian General Operations Force seized 1,580 Oriental Magpie 

Robins and 245 White-rumped Shama in Batu Pahat, Johor, destined for smuggling abroad. 

 

The IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) Asian Songbird Trade Specialist Group (ASTSG) has put forward 

immediate and urgent actions for more than 40 species identified as priority species and the Monitor Conservation 

Research Society (Monitor) is working to prevent the extinction of any songbirds and to counter the illegal and 

unsustainable trade. 
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 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 29 Aug 20.                                                    (Turmeric) 

On 29 Aug 20, Sri Lanka Navy apprehended two personnel for attempting to smuggle 1,428 kg of dried turmeric in 26 

gunny bags into the country via sea routes off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. Along with the smuggled consignment a lorry and a 

motor car used by the suspects for this racket were also seized by the Navy.  

   

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kubbar Island, Kuwait/ 31 Aug 20.                                                                     (Narcotics) 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that the Kuwait Marine authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle three sealed bags 

containing  narcotic items into the country via sea routes. Reportedly, the boat with two citizens onboard was intercepted 

for entering Kuwait’s territorial waters with the narcotics and heading towards Kubbar Island, Kuwait. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Corong Island, Malaysia/ 31 Aug 20.                                                                  (Cannabis) 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized 537 kg of cannabis 

slabs worth USD 255,500 found floating off South East of Chorong Island. The authorities detected the latest tactics used 

by drug smugglers on boats by throwing the drugs into the waters for their accomplice in another boat to pick it up. 

MMEA reported that the tactics were discovered following several arrests related to the seizure. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Perak, Indonesia/ 31 Aug 20.                                     (Crystal Methamphetamine) 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities seized 6.5 kg of crystal methamphetamine hidden inside milk drink 

boxes off East Java, Indonesia. In addition, the officials apprehended two personnel who were attempting to smuggle in 

the crystal meth from Malaysia to Indonesia. 

     International Overdose Awareness Day - 31 August 

International Overdose Awareness Day is a global event held on 31 August each year and aims to raise awareness of 

overdose and reduce the stigma of a drug-related death. International Overdose Awareness Day is a global campaign 

that progresses in the direction of preventing overdose, diminishing the stigma related to it, and offering help to 

families and friends and family of overdose victims.  

It was started in 2001 in Australia by SJ Finn who was dealing with a needle and syringe program at The Salvation 

Army Crisis Center in St Kilda, Victoria. It has been controlled by the Penington Institute since 2012. International 

Overdose Awareness Day plans to educate general society about drug overdose, recall the lives of individuals lost to 

drug overdoses, lessen the stigma that encompasses drug-related deaths, and promote actionable prevention efforts. 

International Overdose Awareness Day is an opportunity for communities to perceive the commonness of overdose 

deaths and urge change to occur. It is an opportunity for individuals to transparently grieve the loss of companions or 

relatives and a period for executing overdose prevention strategies. 

Part of International Overdose Awareness Day’s agenda is to spread data about how to identify indications of 

substance abuse and overdose, and what to do while experiencing an individual who might be having an antagonistic 

response to a drug. Disorientation, agitation, trouble in breathing, and vomiting can be indications of overdose and 

ought not to be disregarded. Drug trafficking and drug-related sicknesses and violations can likewise contrarily 

influence families and communities.  

Turmeric Turmoil in Sri Lanka – From being a Daily Use Commodity to a Luxury Ingredient 

Turmeric also known as Kaha in the vernacular, is one of the most important ingredient used by people in the Indian sub-

continent including Sri Lanka for medicinal purpose, food preparation, religious and cultural activities. Turmeric is now 

considered a contraband item in the island nation as the government has banned importing turmeric. The price of a kilo 

of turmeric which was around USD 02 a kilo a few months ago is now around USD 18-20 per kilo. As per reports, the 

government imposed a ban on import of key spices which includes cinnamon, cardamom, pepper and turmeric amongst 

many other items. This was believed to be a move to protect small export crop farmers and small industries. As per 

reports, the consumption of turmeric is around 7000 tonnes whereas about 2000 tonnes is cultivated locally. While there 

has always been a production vs demand mismatch, it only got exacerbated with COVID-19, as the demand rose sharply 

as turmeric traditionally has been used as a natural cure for various ailments. This has led to many opportune players 

attempting to import the commodity illegally into the country through sea routes. The Centre monitored a seizure of 

over 9000 kg of turmeric in the six reported incidents in the month of Aug 20.  



 19     

  

 

  

A total of 35 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Aug 20.  This is a minor decrease 

from the incidents reported in Jun 20 and Jul 20. However, this is a 40 % increase from May 20 and could be 

attributed to proactive reporting of seizures by the enforcement agencies. While the number of reported incidents of 

IUU fishing undertaken by foreign fishermen (18) is marginally higher as compared to IUU fishing by local 

fishermen (17), it is for the first time that IUU fishing by foreign fishermen is in excess of 50 % of reported incidents 

in the month. The normal trend in 2020 has been about reporting of 33% of IUU fishing by foreign fishermen.  

Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in Malaysia (five) and three each were reported in 

Bahrain, India, Philippines and Sri Lanka. The arrests and subsequent legal action by the local agencies was aimed 

to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, dynamite explosives and fishing outside the designated areas 

without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing of banned species and using boats with fake 

registration.  
 

Foreign IUU Fishing – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported 

in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and UAE.  
 

The Centre recorded three incidents of apprehension of fishermen by maritime authorities in Bahrain for using 

trawl technique to catch shrimps, a banned technique in the kingdom.  

 

 

IUU FISHING 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 02 Aug 20.                                                                                      (Local)   

                                            

On 02 Aug 20, it was reported that the fishing vessel ANGEL GABRIELLE was 

apprehended by the Philippines authorities in the waters off Linapacan, Palawan with 34 

crew members onboard for engaging in illegal fishing. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off North Verde Island, Philippines/ 07 Aug 20.                                                                  (Local)  

    

On 07 Aug 20, the Philippines authorities apprehended 53 fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing activites using fine 

mesh nets as fish traps and air compressors off North Verde Island in Roxas, Philippines. The suspects and the seizure 

were taken under custody for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Sirik, Sarawak, Malaysia/ 10 Aug 20.                                                            (Foreign)     

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that three crew members along with their fishing boat were apprehended in Sarawak 

waters by the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA). Reportedly, the fishermen did not have permit to fish 

in the country’s waters and no valid travel or identity documents. The suspects alongwith the seized items were handed 

over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Buloh, Malaysia/ 11 Aug 20.                                                                                   (Local)     

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that two local fishing boats were apprehended by the Malaysia 

Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for violating the legal conditions of a fishing license. One of 

the boats was identified as a local class B fishing trawler and the other was a fiber boat. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Besar Island, Indonesia/ 12 Aug 20.                                                                 (Foreign) 

On 12 Aug 20 , it was reported that the Indonesian Navy detained two foreign flagged fishing vessels in the waters off 

North West of Natuna Besar Island for fishing illegaly in Indonesian EEZ. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Po, Malaysia/ 12 Aug 20.                                                                                 (Foreign) 

On 12 Aug 20, it was reported that MMEA division in Sarawak apprehended 20 fishermen onboard two boats in its 

territorial waters off Tanjong Po near Kuching for fishing illegally. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka/ 13 Aug 20.                                                                                  (Local) 

On 13 Aug 20, the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three personnel along with a dinghy, while 

transferring illegally harvested sea cucumber without valid licence, in the sea area about 03 nm 

off  Point Pedro, Sri Lanka. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Karzakan, Bahrain/ 18 Aug 20.                     (Local) 

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that 200 kg shrimps caught using prohibited trawling nets off the 

coast of Karzakan, were seized by the Bahrain Coast Guard command’s police patrols.  

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
 

Comments. The incident is a violation of Republic Act 10654, also known as the ‘The Philippine Fisheries Code of 

1998’, in which the use of fine mesh nets was declared unlawful, especially when gathering of species which by their 

nature are small, such as fry, glass eels, elvers, tabios, and alamang. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Colaba, India/ 12 Aug 20.                                                                                          (Local)  

    

On 12 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended two personnel for fishing of whale 

shark – a protected marine species. The carcass of a dead whale shark was caught and brought to 

Sassoon Dock in Colaba. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 13 Aug 20.                                                                                 (Local)     

On 13 Aug 20, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy apprehended 27 personnel for engaging 

in illegal fishing in several special raids conducted for two weeks in Poonadi, 

Kokkuthuduwai and Trincomalee areas. The officials seized several fishing gears and five 

dinghy vessels belonging to the fishermen.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kutch, India/ 16 Aug 20.                                                                                       (Foreign)  

    

On 16 Aug 20, the Border Security Force (BSF) apprehended a foreign fisherman and seized four foreign fishing boats 

from Harami Nala creek area, off Kutch. Reportedly, the boats attempted to enter the Indian territory by taking advantage 

of rough sea conditions. The apprehended and boats were handed over to authorities for further investigation.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Dawai, Malaysia/ 16 Aug 20.                                                                              (Local) 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that MMEA detained two class A local fishing boats for carrying out illegal fishing 

activities without a valid license in the waters off North West of Tanjung Dawai, Malaysia. In addition, two units of 

swamp trawls, 80 kg of mixed fish and four personnel were apprehended by the authorities. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 16 Aug 20.                                                                                      (Foreign) 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 18 foreign fishermen onboard two fishing 

vessels for fishing without a permit off Tok Bali, Malaysia. All of them were reportedly not carrying any valid identity 

documents.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 16 Aug 20.                                                                       (Foreign) 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that 47 foreign fishermen onboard three fishing vessels were apprehended by the Malaysia 

Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for engaging in illegal fishing off Kuala Kemaman in Malaysian waters. 

Reportedly, the vessels were found to be using fake registration numbers. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 16 Aug 20.                                                                         (Local) 

On 16 Aug 20, it was  reported that  33  fishermen onboard  two fishing  vessels were  apprehended by MMEA for illegal 

fishing off Kuala Kemaman. Reportedly, one of the vessel used a fake registration number. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Pattani Province, Thailand/ 17 Aug 20.                                                                        (Foreign) 

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that 36 foreign fishermen onboard four fishing vessels were 

apprehended by the Royal Thai Navy Vessel for engaging in illegal fishing, without a license 

to fish in Thailand’s waters.  

 

 

Comments. This incident is a rare occurrence along the Indian coast as the fishing community handles the whale shark 

with extreme caution and care as they are entitled to a compensation of upto USD 400 for safe rescue of protected 

marine species. Besides whale sharks, tiger sharks, white sharks, and speartooth sharks, other elasmo branch species 

such as hammerhead sharks, pointed sawfish, largetooth sawfish, longcomb sawfish, and guitarfish are also protected 

under the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Sir Bu Nair Island, United Arab of Emirates/ 17 Aug 20.                                           (Foreign) 

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that eight illegal fishing boats entered the territorial waters of the 

UAE, North West of  Sir Bu Nair Island. Reportedly, boats belonging to the UAE's enforcement 

agencies attempted to stop the fishing vessels. The boats reportedly did not stop and had to be 

intercepted by the enforcement agencies. The boats were apprehended by the UAE authorities 

for violating local laws.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Mantanani Island, Malaysia/ 17 Aug 20.                                                                      (Foreign) 

On 17 Aug 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended 25 crew members off North West of 

Mantanani Island and seized a foreign registered fishing vessel for carrying out illegal fishing activities and encroaching 

in Sabah waters. Reportedly, the foreign fishing boat did not have documents or permission to carry out fishing activities 

in Malaysian waters. Upon inspection, the team seized four tonnes of various fish kept on the vessel. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Cape Tachi, Thailand/ 18 Aug 20.                                                                                (Foreign)                             

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that Thailand officials apprehended 36 fishermen of foreign nationality and seized four 

boats on suspicion of poaching inside Thailand’s Exclusive Economic Zone off Cape Tachi in Pattani province. The 

seizure and the apprehended personnel were taken into custody. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Jarawa, India/ 18 Aug 20.                                                                                                 (Local)                             

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended eight fishermen for fishing illegally off 

the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, in the area reserved for the Jarawa tribe. The fishermen were taken under custody for 

onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Jablet Hibshi, Bahrain/ 18 Aug 20.                      (Local) 

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that the Bahrain Maritime authorities in two separate cases seized 

300 kg of shrimps caught using illegal fishing techniques from a fishing boat and a vehicle at Jaw 

beach off Jablet Hibshi, Bahrain. Legal proceedings were taken, and the cases were referred to the 

Public Prosecution.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Gula, Malaysia/ 20 Aug 20.                                          (Foreign) 

On 20 Aug 20, the authorities apprehended six foreign personnel onboard three vessels in the 

Water of Kuala Gula for laying out illegal fishing nets off Kuala Gula, Malaysia. Reportedly, 

the identification documents of the crew members were expired. The suspects along with the 

fishing gear were handed over to the custody for further action.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Island, Indonesia/ 20 Aug 20.                                                    (Foreign) 

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that two foreign fishing vessels were apprehended by Fisheries 

Monitoring Ship KP HIU-03 off North Natuna Sea for engaging in illegal fishing using the 

banned trawl fishing gear. The suspects along with the fish catch were handed over to the 

authorities for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Narathiwat, Thailand/ 21 Aug 20.                                                                        (Foreign)  

 

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that a foreign fishing vessel and four crew members were apprehended by Thailand 

authorities for engaging in illegal fishing in the Gulf of Thailand, off Narathiwat. Reportedly, the crew members were 

charged with colluding to fish for commercial purposes without permission and entering the waters illegally. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kedah, Malaysia/ 21 Aug 20.                                                                             (Local)  

 

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that MMEA in two separate incidents apprehended  twoboats alongwith six fishermen for 

engaging in illegal fishing. A class C trawler with four fishermen including the skipper was apprehended off the Kuala 

Kedah Maritime Zone in the first incident. In the second incident, a device boat with a skipper and a local crew member 

were apprehended by MMEA off Kuala Kedah estuary for fishing illegaly. Both boats were suspected of violating the 

legal conditions of a license for operating under 15 nm from shore. The authorities seized approx 300 kg of fish catch 

from the two boats. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Budaiya, Bahrain/ 21 Aug 20.                                                                                       (Local)  

    

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that 120 kg of illegally caught shrimp was confiscated by the 

Bahrain Coast Guard near Budaiya Coast, Bahrain. In addition, the officials seized a boat with 

two fishermen onboard who were using trawling nets to catch shrimps.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off North Natuna, Indonesia/ 22 Aug 20.                                                                            (Foreign)     

On 22 Aug 20, it was reported that two foreign flagged fishing vessels with 22 crew members onboard were apprehended 

by the Indonesian authorities for illegally fishing in the Indonesian Territorial Waters off Northern Natuna using pair 

trawl fishing gear. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 23 Aug 20.                                                                                (Local)     

 

On 23 Aug 20, Sri Lanka Navy recovered several explosive items used in illegal 

fishing floating in the sea area of Erakkandi in Trincomalee. Among the explosive 

items there were 16 water gel sticks, eight non electric detonators, seven safety fuses 

and five foot long safety fuse which were subsequently defused by the Navy’s Bomb 

Disposal Team. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Island, Indonesia/ 23 Aug 20.                                                                           (Foreign) 

 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a foreign fishing boat KG 90186 TS with 12 

crew members onboard for engaging in illegal fishing in the North Natuna Sea within the Indonesian EEZ. Reportedly, 

one tonne of fish caught illegally and the apprehended fishermen were handed over to the authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Selangor, Malaysia/ 24 Aug 20.                                                                                     (Foreign) 

       

On 24 Aug 20, it was reported that MMEA apprehended  three foreign fishermen and one local skipper onboard a class B 

local fishing boat for engaging in illegal fishing off Selangor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the authorities also seized the boat 

and the fish catch weighing approx 20 kg. 

 

Based on the Fisheries Comprehensive Licensing Policy, Malaysia’s fishing waters are divided into following zones 

 

 

 Zone A: 0-5 miles from shore, this area is reserved for 

traditional fisheries. 

 Zone B: 5-12 miles from shore, this area is reserved for 

commercial fisheries that use vessels with capacities below 40 

Gross Registered Tonnage (GRT). 

 Zone C: 12-30 miles from shore, this area is reserved for 

commercial fisheries that use vessels with capacities above 40 GRT. 

 Zone C2: 30 miles from the shore and beyond, this area is 

reserved for commercial fisheries that use vessels with capacities of 

70 GRT and above. 

 Zone C3: high seas, and vessels with capacity 70 GRT and 

above. 

https://news.navy.lk/assets/images/news/oparation_news/2020/August/2020_08_23/2.jpg
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Sungai Miri, Malaysia/ 25 Aug 20.                                                                                   (Local)    

  

On 25 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained two local class C 

fishing vessels for fishing without valid documents off Sungai Miri, Malaysia with nine foreign crew members onboard. 

The fishing vessels and the crew members were taken under custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Mandapam Coast, India/ 29 Aug 20.                                                                 (Local)    

 

On 29 Aug 20, the Indian Coast Guard ship ABHIRAJ apprehended an Indian fishing boat with three crew members 

onboard for attempting to smuggle 1000 kg of sea cucumber, an endangered species, into Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

fishing boat was carrying one tonne of sea cucumbers worth USD 681,000 and was intercepted off the Mandapam coast, 

India. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trat, Thailand/ 27 Aug 20.                                                                          (Foreign)    

 

On 27 Aug 20, it was reported that the Thailand Maritime authoities apprehended nine foreign fishermen onboard a 

fishing vessel off Trat Province, Thailand. Reportedly, the fishing vessel and the apprehended personnel were taken 

under the custody for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off North Natuna Island, Philippines/ 29 Aug 20.                                                              (Foreign)     

 

On 29 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended foreign  fishing vessel BV 92398 TS and nine foreign 

nationals onboard for illegally fishing in the Indonesian EEZ off North Natuna Sea. The authorities reportedly seized 

about 500 kgs of mixed fish from the vessel. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 29 Aug 20.                                                                                           (Local)     

 

On 29 Aug 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended five personnel for fishing illegally off the 

waters of Tabogon, Cebu. Reportedly, the pump boats used for fishing were unregistered in the municipality, and the 

personnel were using illegal fine meshed nets for fishing. 
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Ways to improve the long-term health of fisheries by United Nations FAO 
 

 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2020/07/rules-and-consequences-how-to-improve-

international-fisheries 

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) stated that overfishing is one of the greatest threats 

to the ocean. At the same time, the UN reports that 

biodiversity is declining, with 33 percent of marine 

mammals, sharks, and other related species threatened 

with extinction. In recent years, however, there have been 

promising developments by the UN agencies in the 

management of international fisheries. These include new 

ways and techniques to improve the long-term health of 

fisheries. The key stages and agencies for monitoring are 

as follows:- 

 Flag State. A fishing vessel must be registered to a 

State and fly its flag when it goes to sea. The vessel can 

operate far from shore and its national borders, but the 

flag State has exclusive jurisdiction over the ship's 

administrative operations and must ensure the vessel is 

abiding by all relevant measures and laws wherever it 

goes.  

 

 RFMOs. When on the high seas, vessels often operate 

in waters governed by regional fisheries management 

organisations. RFMOs determine the rules for how much 

fish can be caught and how fishing gear may be used.  

 

 Fishing Gear. Vessels employ many types of fishing 

gear, depending on the fish being targeted, including those 

that trail longlines and others that use giant nets known as 

purse seines. These types of gear frequently catch many 

non-target species-such as turtles, rays, and seabirds-as 

bycatch.  

 

 Transshipment. Catch is often transferred from a 

smaller fishing vessel to a large carrier vessel that then 

takes the fish to port. This process often occurs outside the 

view and reach of authorities.  

 

 Port States. Catch is brought to port for processing. 

Before port States authorise the offloading of catch, they 

must verify the vessel has met its international and 

regional fishing obligations. Only then should fish be 

allowed to make their way to market. 

 

 Cooperative Enforcement and Maritime Security. 

Successful fisheries management requires that all levels of 

government-State, regional, and international and 

enforcement authorities work together to maintain 

maritime security and ensure that the fish that reach the 

market are legal and verifiable.  

 

 

The article can be accessed on the following link: 
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

A total of 36 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Aug 20. This is the highest number of 

incidents recorded in a month since Jan 20 and had bettered the previous high of 23 incidents reported in Jul 20. The 

Centre recorded a 125 % increase in incidents from May 20 which could be attributable to the favourable weather 

conditions in Mediterranean, opening of borders post lifting of lockdowns imposed due to COVID-19 and increased 

monitoring of incidents along East Africa. 15 incidents were reported off Mayotte & Madagascar, 11 in 

Mediterranean (including Aegean coast), five off Malaysia (SCS & Malacca), three incidents off Oman and one each 

off Djibouti & Myanmar.  

Enforcement by Malaysia – As seen in the previous months, the reported incidents of apprehension of illegal 

migrants by Malaysian authorities continued to be higher than the first quarter of 2020. While the five reported 

incidents off Malaysia in Aug 20 is less than eight such incidents in Jul 20, the increased apprehension and reporting 

may be attributable to Op BENTENG by the Malaysian authorities. Reportedly, 22,815 vessels were inspected by 

MMEA as part of Op BENTENG between 12 May 20 – 30 Aug 20 and 190 arrests were made which included 27 

arrests for engaging in irregular human migration.  

Rohingya Migration – Only one incident involving Rohingya migrants was reported in Aug 20 and 42 migrants were 

apprehended by Myanmar authorities for attempted migration using small boats. The attempts by the Rohingya 

migrants to use the sea routes, especially using small boats during the heavy sea conditions experienced during the 

South West monsoon remains a major concern for regional maritime authorities.  

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were off Greece, Libya, Malta, Tunisia and Turkey. As per 

reports, nearly 12,000 migrants arrived in Italy between 01 May 20 – 12 Aug 20 which is more than the total number 

of irregular arrivals in Italy in the entire period of 2019.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 01 Aug 20.   

On 01 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian officials apprehended seven foreign illegal immigrants, at Bandar 

Penawar, Johor. Reportedly, the officials seized 15 mobile phones and cash worth USD 500. All the suspects were 

handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 02 Aug 20.   

On 02 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian army apprehended six Indonesians and one local person, intending to 

leave for Indonesia from Malaysia off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia. Reportedly, two more were apprehended on the boat 

that arrived to pick them up. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mellita, Libya/ 02 Aug 20.   

On 02 Aug 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 20 illegal immigrants, off 

the coast of Mellita, Libya. Reportedly, the group of migrants were stranded in their damaged 

wooden boat about 18 nm East of Mellita. A patrol team moved to the site and brought them 

back safe to the shore.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tunisia/ 04 Aug 20.   

On 04 Aug 20, it was reported that a group of 27 migrants were rescued by an oil tanker MAERSK ETIENNE, off 

Tunisia. Reportedly, the vessel along with the rescued migrants was headed to Malta. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 05 Aug 20.   

On 05 Aug 20, it was reported that Turkish Coast Guard rescued 202 asylum seekers in four 

separate incidents in the Aegean Sea. Reportedly, the asylum seekers included women and 

children and were found onboard rubber boats.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Acoua, Mayotte/ 05 Aug 20.   

On 05 Aug 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended a kwassa boat off Acoua, Mayotte with 27 illegal 

migrants onboard, including one personnel requiring medical assistance who was taken care by the emergency services 

on arrival. The apprehended personnel have been taken under custody for onward action. 

                    

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Morne Rouge, Mayotte/ 06 Aug 20.   

On 06 Aug 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended two kwassa boats with 36 illegal migrants 

onboard. Reportedly, one personnel required medical assistance and was taken care by the rescue services upon arrival. 

The interception took place in the area of the Morne Rouge Pass, 07 nm West of Pointe Boueny, Mayotte. 

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Update 

 

 06 Sep 20. As per reports, three of the rescued migrants who were stranded onboard the tanker MAERSK ETIENNE 

for the past month jumped overboard on 06 Sep 20. The crew rescued them and provided them due care. The vessel 

sought urgent humanitarian assistance for the 27 migrants stranded at sea. 

11 Sep 20. As per open source reports, MAERSK ETIENNE, transferred the 27 migrants including one child and a 

pregnant woman to a migrant rescue ship MARE JONIO operated by the NGO MEDITERRANEA, which then landed 

them in Italy on 13 Sep 20. As per track analysis, the Maersk tanker remained at anchorage off Malta from 05 Aug 20 

to    11 Sep 20.  

 

. 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 10 Aug 20.   

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF) apprehended 18 illegal immigrants attempting to 

land on the Batu Layar coastal area, Johor. The boat was intercepted by the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) approx 500 mtr 

from the shore. The QRF also seized some cash and 10 hand phones worth USD 950. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 10 Aug 20.   

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that the EMEA HQ in Mayotte apprehended a kwassa boat with a total of 12 illegal 

migrants onboard. The apprehended personnel were taken under the custody for onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 11 Aug 20.   

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that he EMEA HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of a kwassa boat with a total of 

17 illegal migrants onboard and an alleged smuggler. The apprehended personnel were taken under custody for onward 

action. 

 

  Irregular Human Migration/ Off Malta/ 11 Aug 20.   

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that an Armed Forces vessel of Malta rescued 25 personnel 

onboard a small wooden boat in the central Mediterranean, off Malta. The apprehended 

personnel were taken under the custody for onward action.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 13 Aug 20.   

On 13 Aug 20, it was reported that the Command Post for State Action at Sea in Mayotte apprehended four kwassa boats, 

with a total of 51 illegal immigrants and three suspected smugglers. The apprehended were taken under custody for 

further action. 

 

 

 

Total arrivals by Sea in the Mediterranean 2020 

 

As per IOM reports, between 01 Jan 20 till 12 Aug 20, about 36,221 migrants and refugees have entered Europe via 

sea, with almost half of that volume coming via the Central Mediterranean route connecting North Africa to Italy and 

Malta. The 36,221 total compares with 41,501 arrivals through this date last year, a 13 per cent decrease across the 

entire region. Nonetheless, just during the months of May 20, Jun 20, Jul 20 and nearly half of Aug 20, just under 

12,000 men, women and children arrived from Africa via Italian waters – or more than all irregular arrivals to Italy 

in 2019, throughout that entire year.   

 

The report also adds that, in the year 2020, typical migration patterns that emerged during six years of a 

Mediterranean migration emergency have been altered considerably. Arrivals to Greece and Spain which are called 

the Eastern and Western Mediterranean routes, are both down, respectively, almost 59 % and 26 % from this period 

in 2019. The full article can be accessed on the following link:                            
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-36221-2020-deaths-reach-444
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Aug 20.   

On 15 Aug 20, it was reported that the Command Post for State Action at Sea in Mayotte coordinated the interception of 

a kwassa boat with a total of 10 illegal immigrants and an alleged smuggler. The apprehended personnel were handed 

were to the concerned authorities for onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 15 Aug 20.   

On 15 Aug 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard in North Al Batinah Governorate apprehended 24 infiltrators of 

foreign nationalities onboard two boats for illegally entering Oman. The officials seized two smuggling boats, one of 

them near the port of Wilayat of Saham and the other on the beach of the Wilayat of Shinas.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 16 Aug 20.   

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that the Command Post for State Action in the Sea of Mayotte apprehended two kwassa 

boats, with a total of 24 illegal migrants and two smugglers onboard. The apprehended personnel were taken under 

custody for onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Zuwara, Libya/ 16 Aug 20.   

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 24 migrants off the coast of Zuwara, Libya. The 

migrants were stranded in the middle of the sea for a long duration while attempting to cross to Europe in a dilapidated 

boat. They were brought safely to the shore and were assisted with humanitarian and medical aid. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 17 Aug 20.   

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that Turkey Coast Guard rescued 125 asylum seekers off the 

Aegean Sea. Reportedly, they were brought to the shore on a coast guard vessel before being 

transferred to the provincial migration office. 

  

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Misrata, Libya/ 17 Aug 20.   

On 17 Aug 20, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reported that 31 illegal immigrants were rescued off 

the Libyan coast. Reportedly, the migrants were provided emergency assistance at the disembarkation point in Tripoli, 

Libya. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tanjung Lompat, Malaysia/ 17 Aug 20.   

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a foreign national under Operation Benteng 

off Tanjung Lompat, Johor. The apprehended personnel were reportedly carrying out the smuggling of foreigners into 

Malaysia without permission. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sekinchan, Malaysia/ 18 Aug 20.   

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended seven fishing vessels and 28 illegal migrants from two 

countries off the coast of Sekinchan, Selangor. Reportedly, the officials also seized equipment worth USD 01 million 

along with the immigrants.  

 

 

 

 

 

Comments.   As per data available, Turkey has been a key transit point for asylum seekers aiming to cross to Europe 

to start new lives, especially those fleeing war and persecution. Earlier this year, Turkey opened its gates to irregular 

migrants seeking to cross to Europe, under a 2016 migrant deal.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Aug 20.   

On 18 Aug 20, it was reported that the Command Post for State Action in the Sea of in Mayotte apprehended two kwassa 

boats with 28 migrants onboard and two alleged smugglers. The apprehended personnel were taken under the custody for 

onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Libya/ 19 Aug 20.   

On 19 Aug 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard ship AL KIFAH rescued 74 migrants including three women 

and 25 minors of different nationalities from one rubber boat. The rescued were provided appropriate medical assistance. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 20 Aug 20. 

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte apprehended two kwassa boats, with 28 illegal migrants and 

three suspected smugglers onboard. The apprehended personnel were taken under the custody for onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Shinas, Oman/ 20 Aug 20. 

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that 65 personnel of different nationalities, attempting to enter the Sultanate illegally by 

boat were apprehended by the Oman Coast Guard police. The immigrants were reportedly onboard four smuggling boats 

near the shore of Shinas State at the time of their arrest. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Ambanja, Madagascar/ 21 Aug 20. 

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended 17 (two children, five men and ten women) Malagasy 

nationals who were attempting to reach Mayotte clandestinely by sea off Ambanja, Madagascar. The smugglers charged 

USD17,000 for the shipment of these illegal immigrants, a rate of USD 1,000 per migrant.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Shinas, Oman/ 21 Aug 20. 

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that 26 personnel who attempted to enter Oman illegally by boat were apprehended by the 

Oman Coast guard police boats off Al Aqr beach in the Wilayat of Shinas. The apprehended personnel were taken under 

the custody for onward action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 23 Aug 20.          

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that the German flagged vessel SEA-WATCH 4, rescued 104 migrants in two operations in 

the Mediterranean Sea, 30 nm off the Libyan coast. The ship's rescue team rescued 97 personnel onboard a pneumatic 

motorboat and seven other personnel onboard another motorboat. All rescued members were reported to be safe onboard 

SEA-WATCH 4. 

 

 

 

 

Comments.   This year, migrant departures from Libya's coast have nearly tripled between Jan and Aug as compared 

to the same period in 2019, according to the UN. Many of the migrants attempt to make the dangerous crossing in 

unseaworthy rubber boats and thousands are regularly intercepted during the attempt and returned to Libya. More 

than 100,000 migrants tried to cross the Mediterranean last year and 1,200 have died in the attempt, according to the 

IOM. 

 

 

Comments.   This was SEA-WATCH 4's first rescue mission since it set sail on 16 Aug 20  from the port of Burriana, 

Spain, towards the Central Mediterranean to help migrants trying to cross the sea from Libya to Europe. The vessel left 

with about 30 personnel onboard which included rescue team and health professionals, in order to adapt to the security 

needs imposed by the COVID-19. The old oceanographic research vessel, now converted, is sailing under the German 

flag. Currently, it is operating in the Mediterranean and is a joint project of United4Rescue, Sea-Watch, and Doctors 

without Borders.  
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 Irregular Human Migration /Off Djibouti/ 23 Aug 20. 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that a stowaway was found onboard a Maltese flag container ship CMA CGM PEGASUS 

enroute from the port of Djibouti to Aqaba, Jordan. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 25 Aug 20.          

On 25 Aug 20, it was reported that 51 asylum seekers were rescued off the coast of Turkey’s Aegean region by Turkey 

Coast Guard team. Reportedly, 30 asylum seekers were rescued off Didim and Kusadasi and another 21 were rescued 

from a rubber boat floating off the coast of Bodrum by the Coastal Security. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Rhodes Island, Greece/ 26 Aug 20.   

On 26 Aug 20, it was reported that the Greece's Coast Guard rescued a vessel with 50 migrants 

onboard, South of Rhodes Island. The rescue operation was undertaken after receiving a distress 

call from the vessel. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 26 Aug 20. 

On 26 Aug 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte apprehended two kwassa boats, with 25 irregular migrants 

onboard and two smugglers. Reportedly, the apprehended personnel were handed over to the authorities for onward 

action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Bogale, Myanmar/ 27 Aug 20. 

On 27 Aug 20, it was reported that a group of 42 Rohingya migrants were apprehended by the authorities offshore of 

Bogale, Ayeyarwady, Myanmar. It was reported that the group including two children attempted to migrate on small 

vessels. The apprehended personnel were reportedly sent back to migrant camps. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 27 Aug 20. 

On 27 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended a kwassa boat, with 28 illegal immigrants and one 

suspected smuggler onboard. Reportedly, the apprehended personnel were handed over to the authorities for onward 

investigation 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 29 Aug 20. 

On 29 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities coordinated the interception of two kwassa boats, with 26 illegal 

immigrants and two suspected smugglers onboard. Reportedly, the apprehended personnel were handed over to the 

authorities for onward investigation 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 30 Aug 20. 

On 30 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities in Mayotte coordinated the interception of a kwassa boat with 23 

illegal immigrants onboard. Reportedly, the apprehended personnel were handed over to the authorities for onward 

investigation 

 

 Irregular Human Migration /Off Mayotte/ 31 Aug 20. 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that Mayotte authorities coordinated the interception of a kwassa boat with 12 illegal 

immigrants onboard, including one person requiring medical assistance who was taken care by the rescue services on 

arrival. Reportedly, the interception took place West of the M'T Samboro island.  
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Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal by UNODC 

The Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal is an initiative to facilitate the dissemination of information regarding 

the implementation of the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and specifically the Protocol to 

Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. 

By creating this portal, UNODC is working to increase the visibility of successful prosecutions and, at the same time, 

promote awareness of the realities of this devastating crime. Such a portal enables users to read about human 

trafficking issues, consult court decisions and practices from different countries and broaden their knowledge of 

human trafficking crimes. 

The Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal hosts the following databases on officially documented instances of 

trafficking crime:-. 

 Case Law Database.  A comprehensive case law database provides immediate, public access to officially 

documented instances of human trafficking crime. The database contains details on victims and perpetrators 

nationalities, trafficking routes, verdicts and other information related to prosecuted cases from across the 

world. In doing so, it provides not only mere statistics on numbers of prosecutions and convictions, but also 

the real-life stories of trafficked persons as documented by the courts. 

 

 Bibliographic Database.  An annotated bibliography providing a synopsis of key articles and publications on 

human trafficking, that are search-able by countries, research methods and keywords. 

 

 Database of Legislation.  An electronic repository of laws relevant to the requirements of the organised 

Crime Convention and the protocols thereto. Most of the legislation included in this database has been 

enacted specifically to counter the relevant crime type, including human trafficking. 

 

 Contributor Access.  This tool aims to enable focal points to directly upload relevant material in SHERLOC. 

Before being made available online, the uploaded content is reviewed by the SHERLOC (Sharing electronic 

resources and laws on crimes) team. Relevant national authorities are then asked to verify the content. 

 

The writeup is an extract of an article published on UNODC. The article can be accessed on following link: 

https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/en/v3/htms/index.html 
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A total of 55 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Aug 20 which is slightly higher than 

48 incidents recorded in Jul 20. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue followed by incidents of 

capsizing of vessels. While there was a sharp decrease in the number of vessels running aground (reduced from six 

to three), the number of incidents involving collisions at sea increased from two in Jul 20 to four in Aug 20. The 

number of Medevac incidents remained similar to Jun 20 and Jul 20.  

 

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – The Centre recorded nine incidents of capsizing and four incidents of vessels 

sinking at sea. This is similar to 13 incidents reported in Jul 20 (five capsizing and eight sinking of vessels). 

However, this number is slightly lower than 14 such incidents reported in Jun 20, but significantly higher than just 

two incidents reported in May 20. This may be attributed to small vessels experiencing difficulty due to heavy seas 

and rough weather in the ongoing South West monsoon season.  

 

SAR Operations – A total of 17 SAR and six Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were 

monitored during the month of Aug 20 which involved rescue of about 178 personnel at sea. This is significantly 

higher than eight SAR incidents in Jul 20.  

 

Aground – Three incidents were reported of vessels running aground in Aug 20. There were no reports of oil spill in 

any of these incidents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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 Fire/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 01 Aug 20.    

  

On 01 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indonesian flagged product tanker JAG LEELA suffered fire onboard while it was 

docked at the Belawan port, Indonesia for repairs. Emergency personnel rushed 22 injured sailors to hospital. Reportedly, 

the blaze spread to the nearby vessel docked beside the oil tanker and also caused minor damages to nearby homes. 

 

 Sunk/ Off Samui Island, Thailand/ 01 Aug 20. 

 

On 01 Aug 20, it was reported that the Thailand flagged ferry RAJA 4 capsized and 

sank, while enroute from Koh Samui Island to Donsak Ferry Pier, Gulf of Siam, 

Thailand due to rough weather. There were 16 personnel onboard, three big trucks 

and a pickup. Reportedly, nine personnel were rescued and search for the remaining 

was ongoing. 

 

 SAR/ Off Visakhapatnam, India/ 01 Aug 20.  

On 01 Aug 20, it was reported that two youngsters drowned at sea near the Naval Coastal Battery area, Vishakhapatnam. 

A group of eight youngsters had gone to the beach. After they entered the waters, two of them got caught in a current. A 

SAR operation was launched and the bodies were recovered. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Bangkok, Thailand/ 02 Aug 20. 

 

On 02 Aug 20, it was reported that the river sightseeing boat LAI SI CHAN 1 with 75 passengers onboard interrupted her 

river cruise along Chao Praya river in Bangkok and headed for the nearest pier, after the boat started to take water. 

Reportedly, the boat made it to pier on time and safely disembarked all the passengers. The boat capsized and sank along 

the pier, with parts of superstructure remaining above the waterline. 

 

 SAR/ Off Galle, Sri Lanka/ 03 Aug 20. 

 

On 03 Aug 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy rendered assistance to bring ashore a fisherman who was ill at 

sea, in the area about 50 nm South East of Galle. The officials reportedly, shifted him to the Galle harbour for further 

treatment. 

 

 SAR/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 03 Aug 20. 

 

On 03 Aug 20, KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) emergency services conducted a search and rescue operation after a fisherman 

was reported missing at sea off Durban. The fisherman was part of a sardine netting operation at Durban's North beach. 

 

 SAR/ Off Kochi, India/ 05 Aug 20. 

 

On 05 Aug 20, an Indian Navy helicopter airlifted an injured Master of a merchant vessel MV VISHVA PRERNA off 

Kochi. The mariner was brought to the naval air station and later shifted to a local hospital for further treatment. He 

reportedly suffered a serious leg injury necessitating an immediate rescue. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

Update  

 

On 06 Aug 20, it was reported that two personnel were rescued by the Navy vessel RAVI 785, of the Second Naval Area 

and three teams totalling 34 divers took part in the search.  

As per reports on 18 Aug 20, three personnel were reported drowned and bodies of the two missing were found trapped 

between the trucks by the divers. They could not bring them up due to the strong currents in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai-two-missing-after-a-fishing-boat-carrying-13-fishermen-capsizes/story-sWEKXkKNgodxhsEBsuYreO.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai-two-missing-after-a-fishing-boat-carrying-13-fishermen-capsizes/story-sWEKXkKNgodxhsEBsuYreO.html
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 SAR/ Off Arnala Coast, India/ 06 Aug 20. 

On 06 Aug 20, MRCC Mumbai coordinated rescue of 16 fishermen onboard a fishing vessel DEV SANDESH around 40 

nm West of Arnala coast, Thane. The boat was caught up in rough sea conditions prevailing at sea. The fishermen were 

taken onboard offshore support vessel COLONEL S P WAHI and transferred to Mumbai. 

 SAR/ Off Wakatibo, Indonesia/ 06 Aug 20. 

On 06 Aug 20, it was reported that the authorities rescued 10 fishermen after their longboat caught fire in Kapota waters, 

Southeast Sulawesi province. It was reported that rescuers from SAR agency, Navy and police personnel rescued all 10 

fishermen. 

 

 SAR/ Off Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam/ 06 Aug 20. 

 

On 06 Aug 20, it was reported that a Mongolian flagged container vessel MV PROMOTE was rendered towing 

assistance by Ship 991 of the 189 Submarine Brigade of Vietnam Navy. Reportedly, the vessel encountered an engine 

failure while operating East of Cam Ranh Bay. 

 Aground/ Off Bosaso, Somalia/ 06 Aug 20. 

On 06 Aug 20, a commercial vessel transporting six tonnes of cement from the gulf reportedly ran aground near the port 

of Bosaso, Somalia. The ship was stuck at the shore and boats were dispatched to the area to salvage the cargo. 

 SAR/ Off Oman/ 07 Aug 20. 

On 07 Aug 20, it was reported that the replenishment oiler USNS YUKON rescued a drifting 

dhow WADI KARAN in the Arabian Sea off Oman. Reportedly, WADI KARAN had 

experienced an engine failure. YUKON provided them with food and water, and they 

remained on station until Omani naval forces arrived for rendering assistance. 

 Medevac/ Off Umhlanga, South Africa/ 07 Aug 20. 

On 07 Aug 20, the sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE was deployed to evacuate a woman who reportedly went  

unconscious onboard a South Africa Revenue Service Customs vessel. The rescue team reached the vessel off Umhlanga, 

off Durban and rescued the patient.  

 

 SAR/ Off Nagapattinam, India/ 07 Aug 20. 

 

On 07 Aug 20, it was reported that 14 fishermen were rescued and towed to the nearest harbour off Nagapattinam, Tamil 

Nadu by Indian Coast Guard ship SHAURYA. Reportedly, the vessel had suffered machinery breakdown and was drifting 

in rough weather caused by South West Monsoon. 

 Medevac/ Off Algoa Bay, South Africa/ 07 Aug 20. 

On 07 Aug 20, it was reported that the sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF TOFT rescued a crew member onboard a bulk carrier 

who suffered an injury and required medical assistance off Algoa Bay, South Africa. The injured crew member was 

transported to hospital for further medical care. 

 

 

 

 

Comments. This is the second incident in two years involving the port of Bosaso, Somalia. In 2018, a ship carrying 15 

tonnes of cargo ran aground near the port. Boats were deployed to offload the cargo from the ship. 
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 Fire/ Off Visakhapatnam, India/ 08 Aug 20. 

On 08 Aug 20, it was reported that six fishermen were rescued by the port authorities after the boat caught fire near a 

fishing harbour in Visakhapatnam, India. Reportedly, the incident occurred while they were returning to the shore. The 

fishermen reported that a spark from the boat engine triggered fire, which soon engulfed the boat. 

 SAR/ Off Mariveles, Philippines/ 09 Aug 20. 

On 09 Aug 20, it was reported that two fishermen stranded at sea off Mariveles, Philippines were rescued by the security 

personnel manning that area. The two victims were fishing at the sea, when their banca (small boat) capsized due to high 

waves caused by typhoon.  

 

 Capsize/ Off Kohdhipparu Island, Maldives/ 10 Aug 20. 

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that a speedboat enroute to a sandbank near Kohdhipparu island, Maldives capsized due to 

heavy weather conditions. All seven personnel onboard the vessel escaped the incident unscathed and swam to the nearby 

sandbank. Authorities have urged mariners to exercise caution while travelling at sea due to the current adverse weather 

conditions. 

 

 Collision/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 10 Aug 20. 

 

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that a Philippines flagged containership OCEAN 

ABUNDANCE  collided with the  pier at Manila North Harbour Port after it encountered an 

engine malfunction, leading to difficulty in manoeuvring. The ship’s bow and pier were 

damaged due to the impact of the collision.   

 

 Death/ Off Calaca, Philippines/ 10 Aug 20. 

 

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that three crew members onboard a Philippines flagged tanker ANDRINA 200 died of 

suffocation while cleaning the cargo tank at Calaca, Batangas, Philippines. Seamen while undertaking tank cleaning 

inhaled fumes from cargo residues on the bottom of tank. Reportedly, they lost conscience and were found dead on 

arrival to the hospital. 

 

 SAR/ Off Jakhau, India/ 10 Aug 20. 

 

On 10 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard Ship SAMUDRA PAVAK rescued 15 fishermen onboard two 

boats off Jakhau coast, Gujarat. It was reported that fishing boat HARSHAD with eight crew members and another fishing 

boat AL LABBEK, with seven crew members, contacted the ICG ship for assistance. 

 

 Death/ Off Yemen, Gulf of Aden/ 11 Aug 20. 

 

On 11 Aug 20, it was reported that one crew member lost his life onboard a Singapore flagged tanker MV THALEA 

SCHULTE due to cardiac failure during the vessel’s transit off Yemen, GoA. 

 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off Tompok Utara, Malaysia/ 11 Aug 20. 

On 11 Aug 20, the authorities detained a tanker for anchoring without permission in Tompok Utara Waters, East Coast of 

Johor. The ship registered in Port Klang, Malaysia was detained after failing to submit any anchor permission and 

reportedly was operated by nine crew members of foreign nationality. 

 

 Sunk/ Off Dwarka, India/ 12 Aug 20.                                                             

 

On 12 Aug 20, it was reported that FV LAKSHMI SAGAR sank off Dwarka, India. The reason for sinking is under 

investigation. It may be attributable to heavy weather in the ongoing monsoon conditions. 
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 Aground/ Off Bulalacao Bay, Philippines/ 12 Aug 20. 

 

On 12 Aug 20, it was reported that a Vietnamese flagged general cargo ship GLOBE 6 ran aground at Bulalacao Bay near 

Nagubat island, Philippines. The ship with cargo of rice was enroute from Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam to Davao, Philippines. 

 Aground/ Off Dhaandhoo, Maldives/ 12 Aug 20. 

On 12 Aug 20, it was reported that a vessel PROGRESS BOAT with nine personnel onboard ran aground a reef off the 

coast of G A Dhaandhoo, Maldives. It was reported that the MNDF’s Coast Guard was mobilised to respond to the 

incident. 

 Medevac/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 13 Aug 20. 

On 13 Aug 20, the National Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI) sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE was launched following a 

request for medical assistance from a crude oil tanker off the Port of Durban, South Africa. The patient was taken to 

hospital for further treatment and was reported to be stable. 

 Medevac/ Off Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 14 Aug 20. 

On 14 Aug 20, it was reported that the NSRI rescued an Indian crewman, who suffered a serious injury onboard a 330 

meter crude oil tanker off Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The patient was airlifted to a Port Elizabeth hospital and was 

provided proper medical assistance. 

 Medevac/ Off Mumbai, India/ 14 Aug 20. 

On 14 Aug 20, MRCC Mumbai coordinated medical evacuation of an injured foreign national onboard a Hong Kong 

flagged vessel MV XIU YU. Reportedly, vessel bound for Pipavav, Gujarat was directed to Mumbai Harbour and the 

patient was transferred to Tug IVY for onward transfer to a hospital for treatment. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Kakdwip, India/ 15 Aug 20. 

 

On 15 Aug 20, it was reported that a trawler FB PROSENJIT returning to Kakdwip with 15 personnel onboard capsized 

in the Bay of Bengal. Reportedly, fishermen onboard another trawler FB MAHABHARAT rescued 12 of them, while 

search was initiated for the three missing fishermen.  

 

 Capsize/ Off Karnataka, India/ 16 Aug 20. 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that a boat with nine personnel onboard capsized in the sea off Koderi-Kundapur coast, 

Karnataka. Reportedly, four fishermen drowned and the rest were rescued. The rescued fishermen were later admitted to 

a hospital for observation. 

 

 SAR/ Off Odisha, India/ 16 Aug 20. 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard ship AMOGH rescued three fishing boats stranded off the 

coast of Odisha due to inclement weather and escorted them back to Paradip harbour safely. 

 

 

 

 

Update  

 

18 Aug 20.   As per open source reports, the bodies of all four fishermen who were reported missing on 16 Aug 20 

after their boat capsized off Udupi, Karnataka were recovered by the Coastal Security Police (CSP) personnel off 

South of Koderi on 18 Aug 20. 
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 SAR/ Off Maharajalela Oilrig, Brunei/ 16 Aug 20. 

On 16 Aug 20, it was reported that a tanker owned by Ridgebury Tankers rescued eight fishermen from a capsized boat 

North-West off Maharajalela oil rig, Brunei. It included seven locals and one foreign national. Reportedly, the rescued 

fishermen were transferred from the vessel to a Royal Brunei Navy ship KDB SYAFAAT and were taken to the naval 

harbour. 

 

 SAR/ Off Noakhali, Bangladesh/ 17 Aug 20. 

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that Bangladesh Coast Guard rescued 30 fishermen from a wrecked fishing boat     

DOYAL NOBIJI, which was floating in the rough sea off Noakhali, Bangladesh and were provided medical assistance. 

 

 Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Jerijih, Malaysia/ 17 Aug 20. 

On 17 Aug 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) intercepted a tugboat and barge South West off 

Tanjung Jerijih, Sarawak, Malaysia with six personnel onboard. Reportedly, there were tonnes of gravel and a crane 

onboard the barge and the crew failed to produce any documents. All personnel onboard and the cargo were apprehended 

and brought to the HSL Jetty in Tanjung Manis for further action. 

 

 Fire/ Off Phu Quy Island, Vietnam/ 17 Aug 20. 

On 17 Aug 20, it was reported that a fishing vessel caught fire off Phu Quy island, Vietnam. Reportedly, 11 fishermen 

jumped into the sea to escape and were rescued by a nearby fishing vessel. The fishing vessel was completely burnt and 

sank in position. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Male City, Maldives/ 19 Aug 20. 

On 19 Aug 20, it was reported that a supply boat with five personnel onboard collided with a speedboat ALI SHAH at sea 

near K Maafushi.  One person was injured in the incident and was shifted to Malé City. Reportedly, ALI SHAH capsized 

due to the impact of the collision.  

 

 Fire/ Off Arabian Sea/ 19 Aug 20. 

On 19 Aug 20, it was reported that a Greece flagged bulk carrier MV FANEROMENI had an incident of fire in her 

engine room. Two vessels in vicinity responded to her distress call. Later, the vessel reported that the fire was brought 

under control and sought medical assistance for evacuation of an injured crew member. In addition to the injured crew 

member, another member of the crew lost his life in the fire.   

 

 Capsize/ Off Tadadi Coast, India/ 20 Aug 20. 

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that a boat carrying five fishermen capsized at Tadadi coast in the Arabian sea after 

encountering heavy weather. No casualties were reported in the incident and all the five fishermen who were onboard 

were rescued by a nearby boat. 

 

 Medevac/ Off Mossel Bay, South Africa/ 20 Aug 20. 

On 20 Aug 20, a sea rescue boat RESCUE 15 was deployed in response to a request to evacuate an injured crew member 

onboard a vessel off Mossel Bay, South Africa. The rescue team arrived at the vessel and transferred him to the lifeboat. 

The patient was shifted to the hospital for further treatment. 

Update  

 

27 Aug 20. As per reports, a Greece flagged bulk carrier MV PRIGIPOS arrived at the distress location and 

subsequently, embarked injured crew and mortal remains on 24 Aug 20. MV PRIGIPOS entered the port of Goa, India 

on 27 Aug 20 to disembark the mortal remains of the 2nd Engineer and the injured crew member (3rd Engineer). The 

Centre closely monitored the vessel while she remained adrift in the Arabian Sea.  
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 Death/ Off Maldives/ 20 Aug 20. 

On 20 Aug 20, it was reported that a foreign crew member onboard a fishing boat MAS HAZANA died at sea after 

suffering a cardiac failure off Maldives. The man fell overboard after suffering the attack. The body of the deceased was 

recovered and taken to a hospital by the authorities. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Manila Bangka Island, Indonesia/ 21 Aug 20. 

On 21 Aug 20, it was reported that the officials rescued ten crew members onboard a squid fishing boat                        

MV SIDARAHAYU that capsized after encountering high waves in the Bangka waters, Indonesia. One crew member is 

still reported to be missing and the search is in progress.  

 

 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off Tanjung Siang, Malaysia/ 22 Aug 20. 

On 22 Aug 20, it was reported that a foreign registered tanker with 22 crew members of foreign nationalities onboard 

was detained by the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for illegally anchoring in Tanjung Siang and for 

failing to inform the Marine Department director of the ship’s arrival, which carries a fine of approx USD 23,900. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Port Alfred, South Africa/ 22 Aug 20. 

On 22 Aug 20, it was reported that the NSRI personnel rescued four local crew members onboard a five meter ski-boat, 

which capsized as they exited through the Kowie River Mouth, South Africa after encountering three meter swell. All 

crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

 Collision/ Off Sibolga, Indonesia/ 23 Aug 20. 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged General Cargo WIRA GLORY collided with a fishing boat in 

the waters off Sibolga, North Sumatra province, Indonesia. Master of the fishing boat was reported to be killed and the 

other six crew members were reported to be injured. 

 

 Mechanical Failure/ Off Natuna Regency, Indonesia/ 23 Aug 20. 

On 23 Aug 20, it was reported that a Chinese flagged reefer FU YUAN YU LENG 009 experienced engine failure in the 

waters of Natuna Regency, Indonesia. One of its cylinders reportedly malfunctioned and required a technical assistance. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Karnataka, India/ 24 Aug 20. 

 

On 24 Aug 20, it was reported that a fishing trawler BAHUBALI that had set out for a deep sea fishing expedition from 

Malpe harbour collided with a boulder and capsized. Reportedly, the nearby boats rescued the fishermen onboard the 

trawler, who jumped into the sea. 

 

 SAR/ Off Madina, Saudi Arabia/ 24 Aug 20. 

 

On 24 Aug 20, the Saudi Maritime Border Guard patrols in Medina rescued two citizens, whose boat reportedly broke 

down at sea off Medina and was towed to Azizia, Saudi Arabia. The rescued personnel were reported to be in good 

health. 

 

 Mechanical Failure/ Off Madagascar/ 25 Aug 20. 

 

On 25 Aug 20, a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier YASA UNITY with 15 crew members onboard was reported to be 

adrift after encountering engine and total power failure off Madagascar. Reportedly, it was enroute from India to Port 

Elizabeth, South Africa. Subsequently, a Maltese flagged tug BOKA EXPEDITION was contacted for towing and 

providing assistance. 

Comments.  As per open source reports, the boat had departed from Muara Angke, Indonesia on 12 Aug 20, and was 

scheduled to go out to sea for the next 100 days for squid fishing. 
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 SAR/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 30 Aug 20. 

 

On 30 Aug 20, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) rescued four fishermen 

off the coast of Camotes Islands, Cebu after their motor banca capsized due to high waves. 

Reportedly, one of the fishermen swam towards the nearest island for about two hours while 

three others stayed adrift for almost 24 hours.  

 

 Sunk/ Off Poudre D'or, Mauritius/ 31 Aug 20. 

 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that the Mauritius flagged tug SIR GAETAN-DUVA with eight personnel onboard sank off 

Poudre d´Or, on the North-East coast of Mauritius. Reportedly, the tug was towing oil barge AMI CONSTANT to enter 

Port Louis. However, it was reported that the tug encountered heavy swell and collided with the barge. Out of the eight 

crew members, four reached ashore using a lifeboat, three are reported to be dead and one is still missing.  

 

 Collision/ Off Sumatra Port, Indonesia/ 31 Aug 20. 

 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged passenger RO-RO TELUK SINABANG collided with the dock 

at Port of Sumatra, Indonesia. While the cause of collision is still not unknown, it was reported that the vessel sustained 

hull damages due to the impact of collision. 

 

 Sunk/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 31 Aug 20. 

 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that three fishing vessels sank off Karachi, in the North Arabian Sea. The boats were 

identified to be SAFINA AHMED, AL-SHAMAS and SSS-09. The crew onboard the three boats were reported to be safe. 

The cause of sinking is unknown. 

 

 Collision/ Off Bayander, India/ 31 Aug 20. 

 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that an unidentified vessel enroute from Gujarat to Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT), 

Nhava Sheva port, collided with an anchored fishing vessel ABRAHAM off the Uttan coast, Bhayander, Maharashtra. The 

12 crew members onboard the fishing vessel were reported to be safe. However, the boat’s bow was damaged due to 

impact. Reportedly, fishing vessels in vicinity reached out to the damaged boat and the boat was towed to harbour. 

 

 SAR/ Off Visakhapatnam, India/ 31 Aug 20. 

 

On 31 Aug 20, it was reported that three personnel out of the four who went missing off the Yarada coastal area, 

Visakhapatnam on 30 Aug 20, were rescued by the authorities. The police and marine swimmers launched a search 

operation to find the missing person. 

  

Update  

 

10 Sep 20.    As per reports, bulk carrier YASA UNITY towed by tug BOKA EXPEDITION has arrived in Durban, 

South Africa on 10 Sep 20.  
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 Boarding by authorities/ Off Khor Fakkan Port, UAE/ 12 Aug 20.   
                                                             

An incident of boarding by the Iranian forces was reported onboard a Liberia flagged tanker MT WILA off Khor Fakkan, 

South East of the Strait of Hormuz on 12 Aug 20. It was reported that the tanker was approached by Iranian forces 

onboard small boats. Reportedly, the boats maintained in close vicinity and a separate team of Iranian forces boarded the 

vessel from a helicopter. The forces disembarked the vessel in a short duration and the tanker was later monitored off an 

anchorage in UAE.  

 

 Incidents in Gulf of Aden 

 

There were two incidents of suspicious approach reported off Oman and Yemen in the month of Aug 20. There were no 

reported incidents of suspicious approach in the Gulf of Oman. Further, an incident of sea robbery was reported onboard 

a Panama flagged chemical tanker AEGEAN II, along the Horn of Africa off the coast of Somalia on 19 Aug 20. The 

details have been covered in the first section of the MMSU.  

 

 

  

Gulf of Aden/Gulf of Oman Update 
 

 

Security Situation in Gulf of Aden 

 

 On 19 Aug 20, a tanker anchored off the coast of Somalia to seek shelter from heavy weather was boarded by 

three different teams of armed personnel. One group reportedly, was dressed as marine forces and left the ship with 

personal belongings of the crew including laptops, mobile phones and weapons of armed guards. This yet again 

reminds the vulnerability of small vessels and vessels operating off the Horn of Africa to piratical attacks from 

Somalia. 

 

 Suspicious approaches were reported by vessels transiting in GoA on 30 and 31 Aug 20. Sighting of ladders, 

weapons or other piracy triggers was not confirmed in both cases. There is a possibility that the boats are local 

fishermen operating in the area. As per assessment of DNK-IOC, the Yemeni coastguard uses irregular forces and 

personnel might not always be in full uniforms.  

 

 On 27 Aug 20, it was reported that the Arab Coalition detected a naval mine in the Southern Red Sea, suspected 

to have been deployed to target shipping of certain nationalities.   

 

 On 30 Aug 20, the Saudi Led Coalition reportedly, intercepted and destroyed a remotely controlled waterborne 

explosive devices (RC-WBIED) in the Red Sea. It is understood that the boats were prepared to target SLC naval or 

merchant vessels transiting in the Red Sea.  

 

 While this incident is not directly related to acts of piracy and armed robbery, they have a huge impact on the 

overall maritime security in the region. Incidents involving use of a remotely controlled unmanned skiff, use of 

WBIED boats and mining of waters off Gulf of Oman and Red Sea complicates the security situation in the area.  

 

 Based on the inputs of Industry Releasable Threat Assessment (IRTA) issued by Combined Maritime Forces 

(CMF) and European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the risk from hybrid threats is limited to Saudi Arabia and 

SLC flagged vessels. However, the possibility of mis-identification and collateral damage does transfer risk to vessels 

transiting the area.  

 

 The impact of COVID-19 on the economic stability of the region and subsequent impact on the situation of piracy 

is to be closely observed. Mariners are advised to continue to exercise caution and ensure strict adherence to BMP5 

and other preventive measures already being undertaken by the vessels. 
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 World Maritime theme 2021: ‘SEAFARERS: AT THE CORE OF SHIPPINGʹS FUTURE’. 

"SEAFARERS: AT THE CORE OF SHIPPINGʹS FUTURE" has been selected as the World Maritime theme for 2021, 

reflecting a clear need to raise awareness of seafarersʹ vital role in world trade and increase their visibility. The focus on 

seafarers comes as the COVID-19 pandemic has placed extraordinary and unprecedented demands on seafarers. 

Hundreds of thousands faced and are still facing extended sea times, going months at sea without seeing families and 

loved ones. The crew change crisis in 2020 has highlighted seafarersʹ exceptional contribution as key and essential 

workers, on the front line of delivering world trade through a pandemic and in ordinary times. The IMO Council, 

meeting for its thirty-second session held by correspondence, endorsed the theme following a proposal by IMO 

Secretary-General Kitack Lim.  

 Arrival of new US ILO at IFC-IOR on 06 Aug 20 

On 06 Aug 20, the Centre witnessed a change around of International Liaison 

Officer from the USA. LCDR Aaron Krekorian from US Navy was 

welcomed into the team in the presence of members of IFC-IOR. The officer 
replaced the previous ILO from USA, CDR John Heavrin. 

 Resuming safe cruise operations in the European Union – Guidance Issued. 

 

Cruise shipping has been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic with most 

sailings stopped. To facilitate the gradual and safe restart of cruise ship operations, the 

European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) and the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC) have jointly developed Guidance on the gradual and safe 

resumption of operations of cruise ships in the European Union in relation to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which has been circulated by the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO). The Guidance aims to facilitate a safe re-start of operations of cruise 

ships in the European Union, by recommending minimum measures expected to be implemented by all concerned, while 

maintaining general safety and security standards. The Guidance is meant for EU/ EEA flagged ships engaged in 

international voyages and for ships calling at an EU/ EEA port, irrespective of flag.  IMO invited Member States and 

international organisations to utilise the Guidance as they see fit and circulate it to all interested parties. 

 

 Eight nations join hands to align standards for autonomous ships. 

The flag, coastal and port authorities from eight countries have met virtually on 04 

Aug 20 to launch and develop the Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) in 

ports. Named the MASS Ports, the initiative is a network formed by like-minded 

states and organisations to address the challenges and achieve alignment of standards 

for the trials and operation of MASS in ports. Representatives from flag, coastal and 

port authorities from China, Denmark, Finland, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, 

Singapore and South Korea met at a virtual event, joined by representatives from 

IMO, International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse 
Authorities (IALA), and International Association of Ports and Harbours (IAPH).  

 Same armed guard who tookover a vessel in Jul 20 takes over GOLDEN PALM. 

 

The armed guard who held the crew of the EAGLE BULK controlled Jaeger supramax  in Jul 20 did it again on another 

vessel in Aug 20. The Ukrainian, who worked for private maritime security company (PMSC) Alphard, broke into the 

armoury onboard the GOLDEN PALM  off Red Sea, operated by Spain’s Palm Charters, and took the crew hostage again 

in his fight over back pay. Reportedly, the tense standoff between the guard and the crew onboard the GOLDEN PALM, 

which serves as a floating armoury was later resolved. The same man had taken over an EAGLE BULK ship for three 

days from 21-24 Jul 20. He was one of three men who had been employed as security for a Red Sea transit.  

Information/ Events of Interest 
 

https://splash247.com/details-emerge-of-how-a-disgruntled-armed-guard-took-control-of-an-eagle-bulk-supramax-for-three-days/
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 Just-In-Time guide launched supporting smarter & efficient shipping. 

IMO announced the launch of a new guide called "Just in Time Arrival Guide" which 

aims to provide both port and shipping sectors with practical guidance on how to 

facilitate Just in Time Arrivals. To remind, implementing “Just-In-Time” ship 

operations means ships receive information in advance so they can time their arrival at 

the berth. Now, the guide, developed by the Global Industry Alliance, supports low 

carbon shipping (Low Carbon GIA), based on research and discussion amongst its 

membership, and documents the findings of a series of industry roundtables which 

brought together nearly 50 companies and organisations who are key stakeholders in 

the port call process. The guide could be accessed on the link below: 

http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/PartnershipsProjects/Documents/GIA-just-in-time-hires.pdf 
 

 Indian Naval Ship INS NIREEKSHAK assisted in Clean-up Operations off Mauritius 
 

INS NIREEKSHAK - a diving support vessel of the Indian Navy was 

deployed to Mauritius on 24 Aug 20 to support the oil spill containment. The 

divers onboard were available for seaward search & rescue, medical support 

and specialised salvage operations related to MV WAKASHIO. Moreover, 

India also sent an IAF plane with a 10-member Technical Response Team to 

help Mauritius in its oil spill containment and salvage operations. In 

addition, India also sent 30 tonnes of specialised equipment in an effort to 

help authorities and volunteers in Mauritius with the salvage, clean-up and 

containment of the oil spill. Earlier, MT TRESTA STAR an Indian owned 

barge chartered by M/s Indian Oil Mauritius Ltd was used to offload 1000T of  

oil from the vessel.   
 

 South Korea implements additional emission reduction initiatives in major port areas. 

 

South Korea’s Special Act on Air Quality Improvement in Port and Other Areas entered into force on 01 Jan 20 as a part 

of an ongoing national programme to reduce air pollution from shipping and port activities. The act introduces a series of 

measures, some of which will have direct impact on ships’ operational practices. Effective from 01 Sep 20, the following 

South Korean port areas off Busan, Incheon, Pyeongtaek-Dangjin, Ulsan and Yeosu-Gwangyang are becoming domestic 

emission control areas (ECAs). South Korea is introducing a gradual implementation of requirements covering emissions 

of air pollutants by ships. From 01 Sep 20 ships must use fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.10% while 

anchored or at berth in the Korean ECAs. Ships must switch to compliant fuel within one hour of mooring/ anchoring 

and burn compliant fuel until not more than one hour prior to departure. The ships must use fuel with sulphur content not 

exceeding 0.10% at all times while operating within the domestic ECAs. Any fuel change-over operation must be 

completed prior to the entry into or commenced after exit from an ECA.  

http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/PartnershipsProjects/Documents/GIA-just-in-time-hires.pdf
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 Article by IFC-IOR on ‘Effect of COVID-19 on Shipping in IOR’.  The Centre carried out an anlysis with an 

aim, to address how COVID-19 has effected the epicenter of global maritime trade traffic–the Indian Ocean Region. As 

per the analysis, the answer to the question is ‘Business as Usual, with an asterisk’. Trade has continued, but the 

turnaround times have been affected. The Centre monitored that the flow of oil has been uninterrupted, with only minor 

variations. Ports have reported congestions, but quite a few Ports have sounded caution–telling to wait for quarterly/ 

annual figures to get a better picture of the effect of COVID. Amidst this complex web of disease, trade, politics and 

maritime security, it is probably only the Cruise Industry that has witnessed all gloom and doom. And yet there is hope, 

because even as we write this in the midst of all the talk of ‘new normal’, shipping in IOR is back to normal – not that we 

saw anything otherwise in the past six months. The full article has been hosted on the IFC-IOR website and could be 

accessed on the link:- https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/Effect_of_COVID_19_on_Shipping_in_IOR.pdf 

 

 Security Warning for vessels operating in Gulf of Guinea.  

 It is reported that an armed group from Rivers State, Nigeria, are planning a piracy attack against vessels in area D 

(especially Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea) since 01 Sep 20. It is likely the attack will occur at low tide, when the 

monitoring units are missing. Therefore, seafarers are requested to be on maximum alert, to increase vigilance and 

surveillance and intensify intelligence both on the water and in the port. Systematically identify and search all suspicious 

boats coming from or leaving Nigeria.  

 Flying electric speedboat unveiled in Switzerland. 

Initially aimed at cutting energy costs and reducing sea-sickness, Swiss lakes were the 

first to witness live trials of the world’s first electric-powered hydrofoil speedboat. With 

a top speed of around 55kmph it travels further and smoother than all other electric boats. 

Due to the foils lifting out of the water during the process, water-resistance gets 

drastically reduced. Similarly, waves cannot slam directly into the boat during its 

operation, thereby cutting energy consumption by 80% in comparison to normal diesel-

powered boats. All these factors combined extend the craft’s range to 90 km/h. This incredible speedboat, made out of 

carbon fibre, also carries an onboard computer that adjusts the foil positions 100 times per second automatically, thereby 

countering rolling and sea-sickness. Since waves do not hit the speedboat, the ride is unusually smooth  

 Saudi Arabia has joined the list of countries to ban use of open loop scrubbers. 

Saudi Arabia has joined the list of countries to ban the use of open loop scrubbers at 

the country’s ports. According to a circular by Saudi Port Authority, ship exhaust 

wash water from open loop exhaust gas cleaning systems are not allowed to be 

discharged in Saudi ports until an environmental standard is issued. Earlier this 

year, Oman also announced a ban on open loop scrubbers in its territorial waters. 

Currently there are 13 countries and regions that have banned the use of open loop 

scrubbers in their territorial waters. Data from vessel classification society DNV 

shows that open loop scrubbers currently account for about 80% of all the scrubber 

installations, while closed loop scrubbers and hybrid scrubbers account for 18% and 

2% respectively.  

 World’s largest LNG bunkering vessel arrives in Rotterdam. 

The world’s largest LNG bunkering vessel arrived at Europe’s Port of 

Rotterdam in Aug 20. The GAS AGILITY is owned by Mitsui OSK Lines 

(MOL). It was built at the shipyard of Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding near 

Shanghai and is operated by the French company Total. With a tank capacity 

of 18,600 cubic meters and length of 135.5, the ship ranks as the world’s 

largest LNG bunkering vessel, overtaking Nauticor’s 7,500 cbm Kairos 

which is operated in Hamburg, Germany.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/Effect_of_COVID_19_on_Shipping_in_IOR.pdf
https://splash247.com/oman-bans-the-use-of-open-loop-scrubbers/


 45     

  

 Allow crew changes to resolve humanitarian crisis, insists IMO Secretary-General  

 A humanitarian crisis is taking place at sea and urgent action is needed to protect seafarers’ health and ensure the safety 

of shipping, the IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim has stated. In a strong statement issued ahead of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations, he called on governments to take swift action to resolve the crew change crisis.  

“Seafarers cannot remain at sea indefinitely. If the crew change crisis is not resolved soon, ships will no longer be able to 

operate safely pursuant to the organisation’s regulations and guidelines, further exacerbating the economic impacts of the 

COVID-19 pandemic,” he declared. It is estimated that more than 300,000 seafarers and marine personnel are currently 

stranded at sea and unable to be repatriated despite the expiry of their contracts. 

 

 India to launch new Cargo Ferry Service to Maldives in September 2020. 

India will launch a new cargo ferry service to the Maldives, which will link Kochi 

and Tuticorin with Malé, in the third week of Sep 20. A vessel operated by the 

Shipping Corporation of India, capable of carrying 200 TEUs (20 foot equivalent 

units) or containers and 3,000 tonnes of general cargo, will be used for the service. 

The turnaround time for the cargo ferry service will be 10 days. 

 

 Maritime Community Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak. Various advisories to maritime community have 

been released by IMO and India’s Director General Shipping in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. IFC-IOR has compiled 

various references below for the benefit of maritime community particularly operating in India. 

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Aug 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on    

IFC-IOR website for reference.  

COVID-19 Advisories Related to Maritime Community 

 

 IMO Circular dated 03 Aug 20 on Guidance on the gradual and safe resumption of operations of cruise ships in 

the European Union in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20

No.4204-Add.26%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Guidance%20On%20Cruise%20EU.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India’s DG Shipping DGS Order No 20 of 2020 dated 04 Aug 20 regarding Conduct of Training 

courses for issuance of CoPs during the period ofCOVID-19 pandemic 
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008051143354130779DGS_ORDER_20_OF_2020.

pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India’s DG Shipping DGS Order No 22 of 2020 dated 06 Aug 20 regarding Issuance of seamen 

identity cards to sailing vessel crew 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008060103533667233DGS_Order_22of2020.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India’s DG Shipping DGS Order No 23 of 2020 dated 19 Aug 20 regarding Extension to the 

validity of ship's statutory certificates, Periodical Surveys & Audits in view of COVID-19 Pandemic 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008240409140215152DGS_Order_23of2020.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India’s DG Shipping DGS Order No 23 of 2020 dated 19 Aug 20 regarding Availability of courses 

for seafarers including trainee seafarers at maritime training institutes during the period of COVID- 19 

pandemic 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008240421490735135DGS_Order_24of2020.pdf 

 
 IMO Circular dated 26 Aug 20 on Protocols to mitigate the risks of cases on board ships 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.27.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 26 Aug 20 on WHO guidance to promote public health measures on cargo ships and fishing 

vessels 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.28.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.26%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Guidance%20On%20Cruise%20EU.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.26%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Guidance%20On%20Cruise%20EU.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008051143354130779DGS_ORDER_20_OF_2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008051143354130779DGS_ORDER_20_OF_2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008060103533667233DGS_Order_22of2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008240409140215152DGS_Order_23of2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/202008240421490735135DGS_Order_24of2020.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.27.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.28.pdf
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IMO 

 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

GARD 

 

Windward 

 

Safety4sea 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/  

Sources/ News Links 
 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety in the 

IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant to 

maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common concern with 

participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, exercises 

(Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest (VOIs) and 

share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international agencies. 

  

Charter of IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

