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Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. To draw a common understanding, threats in 

the region have been divided into six broad categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly 

Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping 

industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month.  The 

incidents pertaining to following categories have been analysed for the duration 01 Mar – 31 Mar 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery / Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 50 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of         

Mar 19. There is a slight decrease in 

incidents related to piracy/ sea robbery/ sea 

theft owing to incidents reported in Gulf of 

Guinea, although with an increased level of 

violence. Higher number of contraband 

seizures were reported in the month of      

Mar 19 especially in the North Arabian Sea. 

In the Mediterranean, a number of irregular 

human migration incidents were reported. 
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Executive Summary 

  

 

 

The sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security  

situation in Mediterranean, Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden (GoA), Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal 

and South East Asia. For the purpose of analysis, the 

area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the 

trends of incidents in the region. 80% of the piracy 

related incidents occurred in GoG. Although the 

numbers are lower as compared to last month, an 

increased level of violence was observed including 

three kidnappings and a murder. Attacks remain 

unpredictable, with perpetrators often choosing 

targets based on opportunity. While majority of ships 

are observed to be carrying Nigerian Navy personnel 

who could avert attacks by repelling perpetrators with 

gun fire, a Nigerian Navy armed guard was reportedly 

killed in a gunbattle with the perpetrators. The vessels 

transiting in GoA are reported to be maintaining anti-

piracy measures in accordance with BMP5 and no 

incident pertaining to suspicious approaches or piracy 

were reported in this month. A maritime terrorism 

incident was reported in Philippines which involved 

successful seizure of a speed boat belonging to the militant outfit Abu Sayyaf Group in Sulu due to a 

focused operation undertaken by Philippines armed forces. CMF forces continued with the spree of 

successful drug seizures in the North Arabian Sea with three seizures related to heroin and hashish 

reported in this month. Irregular migration cases were predominantly reported in the Mediterranean, 

with immigrants, generally suffering from poor economic conditions and high unemployment, trying 

to utilise all available means to illegally migrate. 
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The following piracy incidents have been reported in the region in the month of Mar 19:-  

 

 Piracy / South of Lagos, Nigeria/ 02 Mar 19.  (Fired Upon) 

 
A piracy (fired upon)  incident was reported onboard a Greece flagged tanker Cap Theodora  at around 

1430 LT on 02 Mar 19 around 105 Nm south of Lagos. Armed Pirates, in a speed boat, boarded the 

underway tanker. A naval patrol boat was dispatched to assist the tanker. The naval team boarded the 

tanker and confirmed all crew were safe. Damages to windows and accommodation door were reported 

due to the firing. The tanker later resumed her intended passage to the next port. 

 

 Piracy / Off Lome, Togo / 03 Mar 19.  (Kidnapping) 

 
A piracy (kidnapping) incident was reported onboard a Malta flagged tanker Histria Ivory off Lomeon 

03 Mar 19. Armed pirates boarded and attacked the underway tanker. Alarm was raised and crew 

mustered in the citadel. On taking the headcount, four crews were identified as missing. A naval patrol 

boat was dispatched to assist the tanker. The crew emerged from the citadel after the naval patrol boat 

arrived at the location of the tanker. On searching the ship one crew was found hiding in a compartment. 
The tanker was escorted to Lome anchorage for further investigations. Three crew remain missing.  

 Sea Theft/ Straits of Malacca & Singapore/ 05 Mar 19.  

 
A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Malaysia flagged tug boat Sung Fatt 31 and barge Sung 

Fatt 36 at 1110 LT on 05 Mar 19. While underway, the ship’s crew spotted 11 perpetrators boarding 

the barge that was being towed by tug boat from two small crafts in Straits of Malacca & Singapore. 

Tugboat and barge were carrying scrap iron, bound for Penang, Malaysia. At about 1145 LT, Master 

reported that 11 robbers had escaped in small crafts with stolen scrap iron. 

 

 

 

PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

Piracy/ Suspicious Approach/Sea 

Robbery/02 Mar/ 03 Mar/ 08 Mar/ 09 

Mar/ 20 Mar/ 24 Mar/ 30 Mar 

Sea Theft/ 05 Mar  

Sea Theft/ 26 Mar  

Sea Robbery/ 29 Mar  
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 Suspicious Approach/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 08 Mar 19.  

 
A suspicious approach incident was reported onboard an underway LNG tanker at 1615 LT on                  

08 Mar 19, 35 Nm south-southwest of Brass, Nigeria. Two skiffs with four persons on board approached 

the LNG tanker and closed to two cables. The tanker took evasive manoeuvres and the skiffs abandoned 

the approach. Crew did not report sighting weapons or ladders on the skiffs. 

  

 Piracy/ South of Brass, Nigeria/ 09 Mar 19. (Kidnapping) 

 
A piracy (kidnapping) incident was reported onboard an underway Nigerian flagged offshore support 

vessel at 1115 UTC on 09 Mar 19 around 32 nm SE of Brass, Nigeria. Pirates armed with machine guns 

in approached the vessel in two speed boats. The Captain immediately notified the naval escort security 

boat which maneuvered to engage the attackers. One speed boat closed in from port side of the vessel 

and crossed the bow, while the other speed boat exchanged fire with the security boat. Alarm was raised, 

crew proceeded to the engine room and all power was shut down. The pirates boarded the vessel with 

the aid of an elongated ladder. They broke into the accommodation, vandalized the cabins and took 

crew belongings and vessel’s properties. The pirates then proceeded to the engine room, kidnapped five 

men and escaped. The remaining crew sailed the vessel under escort to a safe anchorage. One Nigerian 

Navy armed guard was reported killed in the exchange of fire between the naval security boat and the 

pirates.  

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Kwa Ibo coast, Nigeria / 20 Mar 19.  

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a passenger vessel at 0700 LT on 20 Mar 19 around 8 nm 

SSE of Kwa Ibo Coast, Nigeria. The passenger boat was attacked by seven robbers armed with AK-47, 

who boarded the vessel and robbed the passengers and crew members before escaping. The vessel safely 

berthed at Shoreline Jetty, Calabar.  

 

 Sea Robbery/ Lagos Secure Anchorage Area, Nigeria/ Africa / 24 Mar 19.  

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker Nord Steady at 2235 UTC on 

24 Mar 19 in Lagos Secure Anchorage Area, Nigeria. Two robbers managed to board the tanker and 

started stealing the oil cargo using a hose pipe. Duty watch keeper noticed the hose and immediately 

informed the master. Incident was reported to a Navy patrol boat in the vicinity. Seeing the alerted crew, 

the robbers escaped. Around 70 MT of cargo was stolen from one port and one starboard tank. It was 

later reported that the Navy patrol boat managed to intercept the boat and apprehend the robbers.  

 
 Sea Theft/ Batangas Anchorage Alpha, Philippines/ 26 Mar 19.  

 
A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall islands flagged tanker Nakhal Silver at 2030 UTC 

on 26 Mar 19 in Batangas Anchorage Alpha, Philippines. While at anchor, a perpetrator boarded the 

ship through the anchor chain by breaking the padlock of the anchor chain pipe securing arrangement. 

The duty crew sighted the perpetrator and informed the OOW. The general alarm was raised, and crew 

mustered. The crew went to the forecastle to investigate and the perpetrator jumped overboard. The 

ship’s bell was reportedly stolen. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Takarodi anchorage/ Ghana / 29 Mar 19.   

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Malta flagged tanker Anuket Pearl at 0236 UTC on       

29 Mar 19 in Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana. OOW onboard the anchored tanker noticed the paint room 

door opened and spotted robbers on the forecastle. He immediately directed the search light towards 

the robbers and sounded the ship’s siren. Seeing the alerted crew, the robbers escaped with stolen ship’s 

stores. Takoradi Port Control was informed and the Takoradi Marine Police boarded the tanker for 

investigation. 
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 Piracy/ SW of Douala, Cameroon / 30 Mar 19. (Kidnapping) 

 
A piracy (kidnapping) incident was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container ship Contship Oak on 

30 Mar 19 around 15 nm SW of Douala, Cameroon. Armed perpetrators boarded an anchored ship. 

They kidnapped four crew members (3 Ukrainian and one Filipino) and escaped. The remaining crew 

sailed the ship to Douala port. Investigations are ongoing.  

 

Analysis of Piracy incidents 

A total of ten incidents were collated by IFC-IOR in the month of Mar 19. Four incidents related to 

Piracy, five incidents related to sea robbery and theft while one incident of suspicious approach was 

reported in the month of Mar 19. While eight incidents were reported in Gulf of Guinea, one each 

was reported in Philippines and Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). All four Piracy incidents 

were reported in Gulf of Guinea and involved increased level of violence. 

 

The figure above shows the approximate location of the incidents that were reported in the Gulf of 

Guinea. Out of a total of eight incidents in GoG, four were reported off Nigeria and one each off 

Ghana, Togo and Cameroon. While one incident involved firing on the vessel, remaining three 

involved kidnapping of crew and even a casualty involving a Nigerian Navy armed guard. It was 

observed that majority of the incidents happened within 20 Nm from the coast while two incidents 

(one fired upon and one suspicious approach) were at extended ranges. Two crew kidnappings were 

reported off Nigeria while one was reported off Cameroon.  

Two incidents of sea theft were reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS) and in 

Manila Anchorage. The SOMS have had a history of increased levels of piracy and sea robbery. In 

2004, a coordinated patrol measure Malacca Straits patrol (MSP) was launched by Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand to ensure the security of the SOMS. The coordinated patrols by 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore over the years have been instrumental in the reduction 

of piracy in recent years. However, sea robbery incidents are still occasionally reported. Anchored 

vessels are occasionally targeted by perpetrators, especially during the night to take advantage of 

reduced visibility.  
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 Maritime Terrorism/ Sulu, Philippines/ 20 Mar 19. 

On 20 Mar 19, Philippines Government troops seized a speedboat reportedly being used by the 

notorious Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in the island of Simisa, Sulu. A focused military operation by the 

Philippine Marines resulted in the recovery of the speedboat believed to be the “get away” vessel of 

ASG. The bandits were unable to utilize the speed boat to get out of the island as they were cornered in 

the mangroves. While there was a casualty amongst the armed forces, ASG suffered an undetermined 

number of casualties. The marines also recovered rifle magazines and ammunition including personal 

belongings and subversive documents of the enemy. 

 

 

 

 Contraband Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea        

05 Mar 19. 

HMS Dragon completed her sixth drug bust seizing 

more than two tonnes of hashish in a single boarding on 

04 Mar 19.  The suspect vessel, a wooden dhow, was 

spotted by the warship’s helicopter during a night-time 

sortie. A joint boarding team of sailors and Royal 

Marines boarded the dhow. After questioning the master 

and crew, the boarding team undertook a search and 

uncovered 101 bags containing a total of about 2,000 kg 

of hashish.  

 

 Contraband Smuggling/ off Musandam, Oman/ 07 Mar 19. 

Police arrested three people and seized 30,000 litres of fuel from a vessel during a counter smuggling 

operation northeast of Ras Laima, off the coast of Musandam governorate. Police said that those 

arrested were foreign nationals and the seized vessel was taken to Khasab Port.  

 
 Contraband Smuggling/ Off Catanduanes, Philippines/ 07 Mar 19. 

A package containing a suspected cocaine brick was found floating off the coast of Catanduanes on     

07 Mar 19. The package was recovered by a fisherman in the waters of Baras town, Philippine Coast 

Guard was investigating the incident.  

 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

MARITIME TERRORISM 

Comments. Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is kidnap-for-ransom group which has been active in the Sulu 

Celebes sea for kidnapping sea farers. During 2016, there were a large number of KFR activities 

undertaken by the group. However, dedicated efforts by the Philippines Government and armed 

forces saw a sharp decline in their activities post 2016. Regional counter-piracy initiatives were 

also undertaken by Indonesian and Malaysian governments in the tri-border area. The Philippine 

Armed Forces launched successful operations against ASG in the Southern Philippines following 

the 2016 kidnappings. Philippines and Indonesia also launched Corpat Philindo XXXI-17, a series 

of coordinated maritime patrols in the Celebes Sea on the common boundary between the two 

countries. Malaysia also put concerted efforts in the Eastern Sabah Security Command including a 

dawn to dusk curfew in Sabah’s east coast. The most recent initiative involved the collaboration of 

all three countries to establish coordinated patrols through the Trilateral Cooperative Agreement. 
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 Contraband Smuggling/ Con Dao Island, Vietnam/ 10 Mar 19. 

Product tanker Arista Leo was detained by Vietnamese Marine Police in Con Dao island area, South 

China sea, Vietnam, with about 300 tons of allegedly, illegal gasoline, in process of transferring 

gasoline to another ship. Tanker was taken to Vung Tau for investigation. 

 
 Contraband Smuggling/ Harbour of Kalhaidhoo Island, Maldives/ 13 Mar 19. 

Four personnel were arrested with drugs after the Maldives Police searched an oil tanker under a court 

order. The operation was executed based on a tip received by the Police Intelligence. The boat was 

raided while anchored off Kalhaidhoo island in Laamu atoll. All arrested personnel were Maldivian 

nationals.  

 

 Contraband Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea/ 14 Mar 19. 

HMS Dragon completed its seventh drug bust when the crew spotted a dhow while passing through the 

northern Arabian Sea on 14 Mar 19. After a boarding and search of the vessel, 224 kg of heroin was 

seized. 

 
 Contraband Smuggling/ Mahibadhoo, Maldives/ 16 Mar 19. 

Maldives Police discovered 19 drug packages and arrested a 27-year-old local man during a drug seizure 

in the port area of Alif  Dhaalu atoll on Mahibadhoo Island. The suspect threw the rubber-coated 

package into the sea before being arrested. 

 

 Contraband Smuggling/ Bandar Abbas, Iran/ 16 Mar 19. 

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps navy reportedly seized more than one million litres of diesel 

fuel for smuggling on the coast of Bandar Abbas, in southern Iran. After a week of intelligence 

operations, IRGC forces successfully seized 2 tankers, 5 tugs and arrested 56 people. The tugs were 

transferring diesel to the bunkering vessels and the fuel was then distributed to various vessels and 

ports. The destination of the smuggled fuel has not been established. 

 
 Contraband Smuggling/ Off Oman coast / 17 Mar 19. 

While transiting towards harbour on completion of deployment off the coast of Oman, HMS Dragon 

spotted a suspicious dhow. HMS Dragon’s boarding team conducted a search of the vessel which 

resulted in a seizure of 125 bags of hashish, totaling to 2,560 kg. 

 
 Contraband Smuggling/ Indonesia/ 17 Mar 19. 

Personnel on a Maritime Security Board (Bakamla) patrol vessel arrested three suspects onboard 

Indonesian flagged tanker Maxima Pratama Jakarta who were allegedly attempting to smuggle fuel in 

the Indonesia-Singapore maritime border area. The personnel were arrested when the vessel was 

transferring 18 tons of fuel to a nameless ship.  The ship tried to evade the patrol vessel but was 

apprehended in Barelang waters, Batam, Riau Islands.  

 

 

Comments. During the month of March 2019, HMS Dragon which is presently operating under the 

aegis of CMF, undertook three successful drug seizures bringing the total count to eight illegal 

narcotic seizures as it concluded its tour under CTF 150 command. 

Update. The incident has been confirmed to have happened on a local registered oil barge which 

used to transport oil from one island to another island. Local media has erroneously reported the 

incident onboard an oil tanker instead of a local registered oil barge. 
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 Contraband Drug Smuggling/ Barangay Bugao/ Philippines 26 Mar 19. 

Seven bricks of cocaine floating in the waters of Barangay Bugao, Bagamanoc town in Catanduanes 

were recovered by three fishermen on 26 Mar 19. The discovery came 18 days after a brick of cocaine 

was discovered in the waters of Baras, Catanduanes on 07 Mar 19. It had an estimated street value of 

approximately 20000 USD.  All the seven cocaine bricks, reportedly had a dollar sign each on its cover.  

 
 Wildlife Smuggling/ Ivory/ Hanoi, Vietnam/ 29 Mar 19.  

More than nine tonnes of suspected ivory were seized at danang’s main port on 29 Mar, according to 

Official statement of Vietnam customs. This is reportedly one of the country's largest illegal wildlife 

hauls in years. The shipment was reportedly sent from the Republic of Congo and was registered as 

carrying timber. A huge 9.1 tonne package of goods suspected to be ivory hidden inside timber logs 

was found and confiscated. Further investigations are in progress. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Gujarat, India/ 26 Mar 19. 

In a joint operation launched by Marine Task Force (MTF), Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and Anti-

Terrorist Squad (ATS) of Gujarat nine Iranian personnel along with 100 kilograms of heroin were 

apprehended off the coast of Gujarat on 26 Mar 19. On 24 Mar 19, inputs were received from ATS, 

Gujarat, regarding an illegal consignment of heroin 

likely to be smuggled in Gujarat through a Dhow ex-

Iran. It also revealed that the consignment was loaded 

in Pakistan and destined for Gujarat, India. After 

extensive search of more than 24 hours, the 

suspicious Dhow was intercepted on 26 Mar by ICG 

ship off Gujarat coast. On being challenged, the crew 

set the Dhow on fire to destroy the evidence. ICG and 

ATS teams embarked the Dhow and apprehended 

nine Iranian crew along with recovery of 100 Kg of 

Heroin. The ICG ship thereafter, attempted to 

extinguish the fire onboard the Dhow but due to 

presence of large quantity of fuel and few gas 

cylinders, the fire became uncontrollable and 

consequently the Dhow sank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. Trade in ivory is illegal in Vietnam but wildlife trafficking remains widespread. Wildlife 

seizures in Vietnam are infrequent but usually large. 

Comments.  The Phillipine National Police (PNP) has started modernizing its maritime unit to 

strengthen the monitoring and patrol of shorelines amid the smuggling of illegal drugs into the 

country through the open seas. A total of 88 bricks of cocaine were recovered in Feb 19 off the 

waters of Dinagat Island and Surigao del Norte. Drug cartels are believed to be using the modus 

operandi of dropping the cocaine bricks, sometimes with a buoy or a GPS tracker for pick-up and 

eventual transport to other countries. 
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 IUU Fishing / Maldives/ 02 Mar 19. 

 

24 Foreign fishermen and four fishing vessels were apprehended by security officers patrolling the 

Maldives maritime border. These fishermen had sailed from the fishing port of Chilaw to go fishing. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Valachchanai Lagoon, Sri Lanka/ 10 Mar 19. 

 

Three persons who engaged in illegal fishing without fishing passes, at Valachchanai lagoon area were 

apprehended by a group of Sri Lankan Naval personnel. A dinghy and a fishing net used by them were 

also taken into naval custody. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Malacca Strait, Malaysia/ 11 Mar 19. 

 

The Indonesian Ministry of Marine and Fishery Affairs (KKP) captured two foreign fishing boats for 

alleged illegal fishing in Malacca Strait. Both ships were reportedly captured due to illegal fishing, 

without a permit issued by the Indonesian government and using forbidden fishing tools and trawls. 

 

 IUU Fishing / Northeast of Kuantan, Malaysia/ 18 Mar 19. 

 

Two foreign fishing boats were detained by the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for 

illegal fishing. MMEA detained the boats with 15 crew members including two skippers at 103 nautical 

mile northeast of Kuantan. 

 
 IUU Fishing / South of Katchall Island, India/ 22 Mar 19. 

 

A foreign fishing boat with three crew, which was illegally fishing in Indian waters, was apprehended 

by an Indian Coast Guard vessel. ICGS Rajveer which was on a routine patrol of Southern Group of 

Islands on 22 Mar sighted the boat five miles South of Katchall Island. The Coast Guard team boarded 

the boat and it was found that all three crew were foreigners and none of them held any valid documents 

for fishing in Indian waters. The Coast Guard Ship escorted the fishing boat to Port Blair, so that joint 

investigation may be carried out by all security and intelligence agencies. 

 
 IUU Fishing / Sri Lanka/ 23 Mar 19. 

 

Sri Lanka Navy held 11 foreign fishermen along with three fishing trawlers for allegedly 

engaging in illegal fishing near Delft island.  

 

 IUU Fishing / Sri Lanka/ 26 Mar 19. 

 

Sri Lankan Navy arrested 11 foreign fishermen along with two fishing trawlers belonging to 

them for allegedly engaging in illegal fishing, during a routine patrol in the sea area 4Nm off 

the Analathivu Island. 
 

 IUU Fishing / Daluwa, Sri Lanka/ 30 Mar 19. 

 

14 fishermen who were engaged in illegal fishing activities in the Daluwa shores in Kalpitiya were 

arrested by the Sri Lanka Navy. According to the Navy, two dinghy boats, illegal fishing nets and 40 

kilos of fish in possession of the suspects have also been taken into custody. 

 

 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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 Irregular Human Migration / Off the Galle Lighthouse, Sri Lanka / 07 Mar 19.   

Sri Lankan Navy, intercepted a suspicious trawler plying in southern seas in Sri Lankan territorial 

waters. Two Fast Attack Crafts patrolling in southern sea area were directed to the location of the 

suspicious trawler 80 Nm off the Galle Lighthouse. The naval personnel detained 30 illegal local 

immigrants onboard. 

 Irregular Human Migration / Tanjung Bidara, Malaysia/ 16 Mar 19.  

 Malaysian authorities arrested a local passenger boat suspected of committing an offence under the 

Immigration Act 1959/63 in Tawau waters.  The passenger boat was suspected to head to Tawau from 

Sungai Haji Kuning, Sebatik Island. Initial inspection found that five foreign passengers were arrested 

as they failed to produce valid identification documents. 

 Irregular Human Migration / Morocco/ 18 Mar 19.  

The navy rescued 53 nationals of unspecified sub-Saharan countries off Nador, Morocco. Three bodies 

were found aboard the migrants' vessel, which had run into trouble at sea.  

 Irregular Human Migration / Off Sabratha, Libya/ 19 Mar 19.  

A migrant boat headed for Europe sank off the Libyan coast near the western town of Sabratha, on 19 

Mar. At least 10 people died and 17 others were reportedly rescued. The boat departed from the town 

of Zuwarah, carrying at least 27 migrants from various sub-Saharan African countries. Libya remains 

a major point of departure for migrants trying to reach Europe, and migrant traffickers frequently send 

migrants and refugees off to cross the Mediterranean Sea in unseaworthy vessels. 

 Irregular Human Migration / Off Sabratha, Libya/ 21 Mar 19.  

  

A migrant boat carrying more than 50 migrants from sub-Saharan Africa sank off the coast of Sabratha, 

killing 30 individuals. 

  

 Irregular Human Migration / La Gaoulette port, Tunisia/ 21 Mar 19. 

 

 Local police detained 100 people over a mass illegal migration bid at Tunis's La Goulette port 

according to state run media. Thirty of the detained individuals were minors. No further details were 

released.  

 

 

 

 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments. Two similar incidents involving death of illegal immigrants due to drowning were 

reported off Sabratha within a short duration of three days. Libya remains a major point of 

departure for migrants trying to reach Europe, and migrant traffickers frequently send migrants and 

refugees off to cross the Mediterranean Sea in unseaworthy vessels. Attempts to cross the 

Mediterranean to reach Europe are also common in Tunisia, which suffers from poor economic 

conditions and high unemployment. In addition, movement of illegal migrants from Morocco 

towards Spain have recently increased, as other transit countries have stepped up anti-human 

trafficking measures. 
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 Irregular Human Migration /Saint Martin's Island, Bangladesh/ 30 Mar 19. 

Bangladesh security forces stopped 29 immigrants, from being smuggled to Malaysia in rickety fishing 

boats. Bangladesh Coast Guard forces found 16 women, seven children and six men waiting for the 

boat along the coast of the southern Saint Martin's Island on 30 Mar. 

 Aground / Karang Galang Reef, Indonesia/ 02 Mar 19. 

A ferry Wavemaster 5 ran aground at Karang Galang reef, off the eastern coast of Batam, Indonesia, 

while enroute from Tanjung Pinang, Indonesia to Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal, Singapore. Another ferry 

Wavemaster 6 was sent to transfer all the passengers to Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal.  

 

 Medical Assistance/ North Arabian Sea/ 03 Mar 19.  

 

Indian Naval Ship Khanjar provided assistance to an Iranian fishing vessel in the North Arabian Sea on 

03 Mar. The master of the fishing vessel had requested medical aid for a fellow crew member suffering 

from acute inflammation and cellulitis. An Indian naval medical team comprising four members 

embarked the fishing vessel to administer treatment to the crew member and also provided logistics 

support to the fishing vessel to enable return passage. 

 

 SAR/ Off Kerala Coast, India / 05 Mar 19. 

Indian Naval Ship Sharda rescued five fishermen who 

were floating in the water after their fishing vessel FV 

Omkaran sank about 20 Nm North west of Azhikal port 

on 04 Mar 19. An alert lookout sighted movement in the 

water, which turned out to be floating fishermen. Two of 

the fishermen had sustained minor injuries and were 

administered first aid by the ship’s medical team. The 

rescued fishermen indicated that water has entered the 13 

feet boat, causing it to capsize.  
 

 Fire/Java Sea, Indonesia / 11 Mar 19. 

One crew member was reported killed in a fire that razed 

fishing boat KM Riki Baru in the waters of Thousand 

Islands regency. There were 17 crew members. Two were 

reportedly rescued while one died. Search and Rescue 

operation was launched for the remaining 14 crew 

members. 
 

 Fire/ Off New Mangalore, India/ 16 Mar 19. 

Two Indian Coast Guard ships Vikram and Shoor doused 

a major fire on board a SCI Ocean Research Vessel Sagar 

Sampada, around 40 Nm off New Mangalore in 

Karnataka carrying 36 crew members and 16 scientists. 

The entire crew was rescued safely and the vessel was 

escorted back to New Mangalore harbour. 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Comments. The similar route by boat has been popular for immigrants seeking economic 

opportunities outside the refugee camps. Most voyages take place between November and March 

when the seas are mostly calm. The traffickers utilize this opportunity to lure the refugees for 

dangerous boat journeys. 
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 SAR/ Off Mumbai, India/ 18 Mar 19. 

An Indian Coast Guard Ship Amartya based at New Mangalore on safety and security patrol off  

Mumbai responded to a distress call from a sinking Tug Revti on 18 Mar 19.  In a swift rescue operation 

the ship saved six crew from the sunken tug and provided them with necessary first aid. 
 

 Sunk-Capsized/ Bandar Abbas, Iran/ 19 Mar 19. 

General cargo ship SL STAR capsized and sank along berth 

at Rajaee Port, Bandar Abbas, Iran, while performing cargo 

operations. Stability loss due to irregular loading of cargo 

was likely the cause of the accident. The ship lost 153 

containers on board with most of them surfaced and floating 

in the port. 14 crew, mainly Indians, were reported to be 

safe.  
 

 SAR/ Off Goa, India/ 21 Mar 19. 

At around 1700 LT on 21 Mar 19, the Maritime Rescue 

Coordination Centre (MRCC) Mumbai was alerted by M/s 

Carnival Maritime Hamburg about the medical emergency 

onboard a transatlantic ocean liner MV Queen Mary 2 which departed from Kochi and was enroute to 

Abu Dhabi. The Indian Coast Guard successfully evacuated the critically ill British national off the 

coast of Goa. The 67-year-old had suffered a cardiac arrest and was in need of immediate medical 

attention. 
 

 Collision/ Fujairah, UAE/ 24 Mar 19. 

A Malta-flagged LNG carrier Aseem was involved in a 

collision with a Hong Kong flagged very large crude carrier 

Shinyo Ocean (VLCC) off Fujairah, UAE on 24 Mar 19. 

Both vessels sustained bow damages. 
 

 Medevac/ off Campbell Bay, India/ 27 Mar 19. 

A 40-year-old Filipino, was evacuated from mid-sea by the 

Indian Coast Guard after MRCC Port Blair, was informed by 

MRCC Gris Nez (France), requesting urgent medical 

evacuation. The crew developed severe pain in the right 

lower part of back onboard the vessel CMA CGM Amerigo 

Vespucci while it was enroute from Singapore to Le Havre in France. Post evacuation, he was provided 

with necessary medical care.  
 

 Collision/ Off Kochi, India/ 30 Mar 19.  

Three fishermen, sustained minor injuries after their fishing boat Sylvia was hit by an unknown ship in 

the early hours of 30 Mar 19. Local authorities were informed. No fishermen got hurt and the vessel 

returned back to Munambam harbour. Investigation is in progress. 

Comments. The Directorate General of Shipping has proposed the establishment of a Traffic 

Separation Scheme (TSS) off the south-west coast of India to prevent collision incidents between 

merchant vessels and fishing vessels off the coast of Kerala.  This proposal has been drawn taking 

into consideration past collision incidents off the Indian coast, traffic patterns of merchant vessels 

for past years, and optimum sea routes, in consonance with the current traffic flow, including 

simplification of traffic in converging areas off the coast of Kerala.  The proposal has also 

considered aspects pertaining to the safety of navigation, maritime security and the separation of 

opposing streams of traffic to reduce incidents of collision in Indian waters. The proposal is under 

consideration by the Government of India.  
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 Boundaries for High Risk Area (HRA) in the Indian Ocean reduced.  

During March, the round table of international 

shipping association and Oil Companies International 

Marine Forum (OCIMF) issued an advisory to 

merchant ship operators about the further reduction in 

the boundaries of the Piracy High Risk Area (HRA) 

with effect from 01 May 2019. The decision to reduce 

the piracy HRA was reportedly made taking into 

account the shipping industry experience, threat 

assessments and discussions with naval forces and 

other stakeholders. Even though the dimensions of 

HRA has reduced, it must be stated that the threat of 

piracy in the region has not gone away. Ongoing risk 

assessment and a high level of vigilance and 

compliance with BMP5 in conjunction with ‘Global 

Counter Piracy Guidance for Companies, Masters and 

Seafarers’ is essential before entry to, or when 

operating in, the HRA.  

GULF OF ADEN WATCH 

Comments. Consequent to the spread of Piracy to East Arabian Sea, the shipping industry had 

extended the eastern limit of Piracy HRA in 2010 to 78 o E longitude, thereby including the west 

coast of India within HRA. The extension of the eastern limit of the HRA led to security concerns on 

account of the presence of private security personnel onboard merchant ships transiting the piracy 

HRA and the presence of floating armouries off the Indian coast. The shipping industry also incurred 

additional coasts for insurance and implementation of various recommendations for transit through 

the Piracy HRA. In addition to deployment of Indian Naval ships in GoA since Oct 2008 for anti-

piracy patrols, robust action by the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard (Op Island Watch) led to 

the arrest of 120 pirates from four pirate “mother ships” between January and March 2011. 

Affirmative action and increased surveillance contributed towards the decline of piracy incidents in 

the East Arabian Sea and the last reported piratical activity in the East Arabian Sea was in Mar 12. 

The absence of piracy in the Indian maritime zones and adjacent seas, security concerns and 

financial implications arising from the extended HRA led to India seeking a review of the HRA, with 

the support of numerous countries. In Oct 2015, Chair of the contact group of Somalia (CGPCS) 

had announced the revision of the limits of the Piracy HRA with effect from 01 Dec 2015. The eastern 

limit was revised to 65 o E longitude from 78 o E longitude. The present revision of the HRA is a 

testimony to the continued efforts of Maritime security agencies to keep the seas in the region safe 

and secure. The revision is likely to benefit the shipping industry in terms of reduced operating 

and insurance costs.  

Update. Director General of Shipping, Government of India has issued a maritime security 

advisory 02/2019 (General Advisory: Revision of High Risk Area). The new coordinates of the HRA 

in the Indian Ocean being revised with effect from 01 May 2019 are: 

In the Southern Red Sea: Northern Limit: Latitude 15 oN 

In the Indian Ocean  

a line linking: From the territorial waters off the coast of east Africa at Latitude 05 o 00’S to 

050 o 00’E 

Then to positions: 

Lat: 00o N  Long: 055 o E 

Lat: 10o N Long: 060 o E 

Lat: 14o N Long: 060o  E 

Then a bearing 310o to the territorial waters of the Arabian Peninsula. 

The same may be accessed on the official website of DG shipping through the following link. 

http://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/201903110517061910075dgs_cir_2of2019_piracy.pdf
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 Indian Navy conducts HADR Operations in Mozambique post Cyclone 'IDAI'.  

 
The ships of First Training Squadron of Indian Navy (Sujata, Sarathi and Shardul) operating in the 

Southern Indian Ocean were diverted to Port Beira, Mozambique based on request received from the 

Government of Mozambique to provide Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) to the 

local population post the devastation caused by cyclone 'IDAI' which struck the coast of Mozambique 

on     15 Mar 19. Cyclone 'IDAI' made landfall at Beira, Mozambique in early hours of 15 Mar causing 

widespread damage and loss of human life in the Central and Northern provinces of the country. 

Preliminary inputs indicated that the city of Beira faced maximum devastation with large scale damage 

to infrastructure. Since arrival at Port Beira, the Indian Navy ships transferred nine tons of relief material 

by boat to Buzi Island near Port Beira, which is cut off from the mainland. Nine containers of HADR 

items including medical supplies were handed over to the representatives of the Government of 

Mozambique. Indian Navy rescued 192 individuals and provided medical assistance to a total of 2382 

Mozambique nationals till departure from Beira on 30 March. Indian Navy’s Chetak helicopter 

undertook a total of 18 sorties for evacuation of personnel in coordination with local authorities and 

UN mission. Presently, INS Magar is enroute to Port Beira with ETA 13 Apr 19. The ship is loaded 

with 250 tons of rice and 500 kg of medicines including epidemic medicines and HADR relief stores. 
 

 UKHO works with Seychelles Government to help tackle Piracy in the Indian Ocean. 

 

The UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) presented Security of Navigation, Stabilisation Advice and 

Training (SONSAT) to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles on behalf of the 

UK Government’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). Funded by the UK Government’s 

Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF), the bespoke training is designed to strengthen maritime 

security and safety of navigation in the Indian Ocean by helping Seychelles to share vital maritime 

safety information with ships and partners in the region. One area of focus included raising awareness 

of existing infrastructure and services, such as the World-Wide Navigational Warning Service 

(WWNWS) and Rescue Coordination Centres (RCCs), which could help them to circulate vital security 

information in the region.  

 

 CMF hosts Semi-Annual Maritime Security Conference in Bahrain. 

 

More than 150 multi-national military leaders representing 33 partner nations participated in the 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) annual Maritime Security Conference on 07 Mar. CMF hosted the 

partner-nation representatives to discuss the importance of teamwork and alliances in combatting and 

deterring potential threats in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. The objective of this year's conference 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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was for multi-national leaders to actively communicate about challenges, solutions and ultimately, the 

way forward in maritime strategy.  

 

 OCIMF releases ship security paper on Hull Vulnerability.  

 

The Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) released a ship security paper on Hull 

Vulnerability. The report highlights the results of a study on the protection of crews and vessels from 

the emergent threat of Missile and Waterborne Improvised Explosive Devices (WBIED) attack. 

 

 

 MSCHOA Contact Details updated wef 29 Mar 19.  

 

On 29 Mar 19 at 1100 hours GMT, the transfer of authority for EU NAVFOR Operation Atlanta 

changed from Northwood OHQ to Rota OHQ, Spain and MSCHOA shifted to Brest, France. The 

current MSCHOA telephone numbers listed in BMP5 Annex A on page 37, are no longer valid after   

29 Mar 19. All email addresses for EU NAVFOR and MSCHOA and all processes for vessel 

registrations to MSCHOA will remain unchanged the updated details for MSHOA are as follows:- 

Telephone: + 33 (0)2 98 220 220  

      + 33 (0)2 98 220 170  

Fax:        + 33 (0)2 98 220 171  

Email: postmaster@mschoa.org  

Website: www.mschoa.org <http://www.mschoa.org>  

 

 Weather Forecast.  

A monthly weather forecast for the month of April 2019 in IOR region has been uploaded on IFC-IOR 

website for reference. 

 

 

GEN FOR MARINERS 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments. OCIMF collaborated with a multinational defence company to conduct a computer 

based simulation study to assess the vulnerability of an Aframax size tanker with the crew at a 

heightened state of readiness to a range of credible threats: a representative Anti-Ship Missile 

(ASM), a WBIED and an Anti-Tank Guided Weapon (ATGW). The analysis considered personnel 

survival, integrity of hull and internal bulkheads and the vulnerability of critical systems. After 

analysing the threats and presenting the result of the study, the report also highlights some 

mitigation measures. The study concluded that ASM and ATGW can cause damage that is 

considerably more localized. However, WBIED can cause widespread damage to hull plates and 

superstructure due to blast and shock. The detailed report may be accessed at 

https://www.ocimf.org/media/125586/Ship-Security-Hull-Vulnerability-Study.pdf 

Comments. CMF is comprised of three Combined Task Forces (CTFs), CTF 150, which is 

responsible for maritime security and counter terrorism operations, CTF 151, responsible for 

counter piracy operations and CTF 152, responsible for maritime security and counter terrorism 

with the Gulf and building cooperation between Gulf Cooperation Council nations. CMF is a multi-

national collective of 33 nations, dedicated to promoting security and free flow of commerce in the 

Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Somali Basin, the Indian Ocean and the Gulf. CMF’s main focus areas are 

disrupting terrorism, preventing piracy, reducing illegal activities, and promoting a safe maritime 

environment for all. 

 

https://www.ocimf.org/media/125586/Ship-Security-Hull-Vulnerability-Study.pdf
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IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

Stable Seas 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

 

http://www.pviltd.com/ 

 

http://news.navy.lk 
  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

  

https://www.dhakatribune.com/ 

 

http://www.marsecreview.com/ 
  

https://www.gmanetwork.com/ 
  

https://www.philstar.com/ 
  

https://www.maritime-executive.com/ 
 

https://avas.mv/ 

  

https://en.tempo.co/ 

 
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 

 

https://irannewsdaily.com/ 

  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/ 

 

https://news.mb.com.ph/ 

 

http://pib.nic.in/ 

 

http://www.bernama.com/ 

 

http://www.brudirect.com/ 

 

https://www.ndtv.com/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

http://news.navy.lk/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/
http://www.marsecreview.com/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/
https://www.philstar.com/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/
https://avas.mv/en/61645
https://en.tempo.co/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
https://irannewsdaily.com/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/
https://news.mb.com.ph/
http://pib.nic.in/
http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1706556
http://www.brudirect.com/
https://www.ndtv.com/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/


18 

 

 
 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. The objective is to generate 

an overarching picture to assist local enforcement agencies to understand the existing maritime 

security situation in the region. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of 

data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. 

IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to 

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of 

existing threats in the maritime domain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Contact 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, 

please contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

   

 


