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Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. To draw a common understanding, threats in 

the region have been divided into six broad categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly 

Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping 

industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month.  The 

incidents pertaining to following categories have been analysed for the duration 01 Feb – 28 Feb 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery / Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 38 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the 

wider Indian Ocean Region in the 

month of Feb 19. There is a spurt in 

incidents related to piracy/ sea robbery/ 

sea theft owing to incidents reported in 

Gulf of Guinea. Reports from other 

maritime security sources indicate that 

maritime crimes such as weapon 

smuggling, narcotics       smuggling, 

cargo smuggling, illegal movement of 

people (both smuggling and 

trafficking) etc, are slowly gaining 

prominence, especially off the East 

coast of Africa and Gulf of Aden.  

 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS 
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The sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security 

situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For 

the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents 

in the region. 12 incidents of armed robbery were recorded in GoG. There is a noticeable increase in 

activities of perpetrators in the month of Feb 19 when 

compared with the recent past. Attacks became 

unpredictable, with perpetrators often choosing 

targets based on opportunity, however, it is noticed 

that attacks occur in close vicinity and duration 

indicating that same group is likely to be involved in 

targeting multiple ships. Attacks are also violent 

wherein vessels are fired upon before boarding. 

Majority of ships are observed to be carrying Nigerian 

Navy personnel who could avert attacks by repelling 

perpetrators with gun fire. Without disruption of 

pirate groups and land bases of these groups, attacks 

with the aim to kidnap crew for ransom are likely to 

continue in 2019 and will be unpredictable in nature. 

The vessels transiting in GoA are reported to be 

maintaining anti-piracy measures in accordance with 

BMP5, however, one incident of suspicious approach 

has been reported around Seychelles. Seizures of   narcotics like Hashish, Heroin from flagless dhows 

continues with CTF forces reporting two seizures in the month of Feb. Military forces continue to 

maintain a strict vigil for the stateless vessels as it is appreciated that this smuggling on ‘Hash Highway’ 

is also connected to funding of other maritime crimes. Some incidents of violence at sea owing to fights 

and scuffles amongst seafarers onboard vessels have been noted. This calls for relevant guidelines/ 

regulations to be issued by concerned agencies and stakeholders to ensure safety of crew at sea. 
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The following piracy incidents have been reported in the region in the month of Feb 19:-  

 

 

 Piracy/ 300 nm SW of Bayelsa, Nigeria/ 03 Feb 19. (Kidnapping)  

 

Five armed pirates attacked and boarded a Marshall Islands landing craft Laetitia V when the vessel 

was enroute from Cotonou, Benin to Onne, Port Harcourt. The pirates kidnapped three crew members 

and escaped. Incident was reported to the Nigerian Navy who dispatched a naval boat to assist the 

vessel. Remaining crew sailed the vessel under naval escort to a safe anchorage. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Belawan Anchorage, Indonesia / 06 Feb 19.  

 
Duty crew onboard an anchored Singapore flagged tanker Maersk Capri noticed a robber escaping via 

the hawse pipe during a routine inspection and raised the alarm at Belawan port. A subsequent search 

of the vessel indicated that some properties aboard the ship were missing.   

 

 Sea Robbery/ Port of Monrovia, Liberia / 09 Feb 19.  

 
Duty crew on routine rounds onboard a Malta flagged berthed tanker Histria Ivory noticed a robber 

armed with a knife. Alarm was sounded, resulting in the robber escaping. On searching the tanker, 

ship’s stores were reported stolen. Incident reported to local agent and port control. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Caofeidian Anchorage, China/ 10 Feb 19.  

 

Duty officer onboard an anchored Singapore flagged bulk carrier RTM Dampier noticed from the bridge 

wing a hose connected from an opened diesel oil tank manhole to a small unlit barge alongside the ship 

at Caofeidian Anchorage. The robber was spotted lowering the hose and escaping in the barge after 

crew raised the alarm. Later on, inspection revealed that diesel oil had been stolen. 

PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  
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 Suspicious Approach/ Approximately 145 nm of Mahe, Seychelles/ 11 Feb 19. 
 
A Singapore flagged ship Ever Diem  was suspiciously approached by a small vessel. The master 

immediately increased speed of ship, adjusted his course and closely monitored the suspicious vessel. 

The general alarm was sounded and all crew were notified. The crew closed all access to the 

accommodation, started fire pump and activated anti-piracy watch. The suspicious vessel subsequently 

stopped its pursuit. The suspicious vessel was believed to be the mother vessel as there was a small boat 

sighted near it.  
 

 Sea Theft/ Onne Port, Nigeria / 13 Feb 19. 

 

An Offshore Supply Vessel berthed at Federal Ocean Terminal (FOT), Onne port sent a distress call 

after four unknown persons gained access to the vessel by canoe. The Onne port control was informed 

and responded to the alert which led to the arrest of three suspects while one jumped into water and 

escaped. The suspects were caught with six batteries suspected to have been stolen from the vessel. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Onne Port, Nigeria / 13 Feb 19. 

 

An Offshore Supply Vessel berthed at Federal Light Terminal (FLT), Onne port was approached by 

one canoe. The perpetrators climbed onboard the OSV undetected by the crew on duty. The port security 

services spotted the canoe and alerted the Nigerian Navy. As soon as the Navy patrol boat approached, 

the perpetrators jumped into the water and escaped on the canoe to shore. Tins of paint were found in 

the canoe.  

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Around 34 nm from Bonny Island, Nigeria/ 21 Feb 19.  

 

A Nigerian flagged tug IPL Rabiat was reportedly attacked off Bonny Island. Further information 

suggested that the crew took shelter in citadel for two to three hours. Vessel and crew remained safe. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Around 81nm of SW off Bayelsa, Nigeria/ 21 Feb 19. 

 

Four to six armed pirates approached a Singapore flagged container vessel Kota Satria underway in a 

speed boat. Alarm was raised and non-essential crew was mustered in the citadel. Due to evasive 

manoeuvres, the boarding was evaded. Nigerian Navy was notified. Vessel and crew were reported to 

be safe. 

 

 Piracy/ Offshore Idenau, Cameroon/ 22 Feb 19. (Kidnapping)   

 

Three Fishing Vessels were attacked during the night of 22/23 Feb 19 inside Cameroon EEZ. Eight 

Chinese fishermen were kidnapped.    

 

 Sea Theft/ Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 23 Feb 19. 

 

Unnoticed robbers boarded an anchored Antigua and Barbuda flagged cargo vessel Anna. They stole 

ship’s stores (more than 20 cans of paint) and escaped. Incident was reported to local authority. Takoradi 

Security team boarded the vessel to investigate. 

 

 Piracy / Around 69 nm South of Brass, Nigeria/ 27 Feb 19. (Fired upon) 

 

Two skiffs with 16 armed persons chased, fired upon and attempted to board a tanker Advantage 

Summer underway. A security vessel in the vicinity responded to the Masters call resulting in the skiffs 

Comments. Both incidents at Onne port are likely to be orchestrated by the same perpetrators 

as apparent from the type and time of theft. 
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aborting and moving away. Crew and vessel were reported safe. Incident was reported to Nigerian 

Navy. 

 

 Piracy / Around 70 nm South of Brass, Nigeria/ 27 Feb 19. (Fired upon) 

 

Duty officer onboard an underway Panama flagged product tanker African Gem observed two targets 

at a distance of 4 nm. At 2 nm the targets were seen to cross the stern and approach at high speed. As 

the skiffs closed the tanker they opened fire. The onboard Nigerian naval personnel returned fire. The 

skiffs retreated and followed the tanker for a short duration before moving away. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Aboadze Anchorage, Ghana/ 27 Feb 19. 

 
Unnoticed robbers boarded a Singapore flagged anchored tanker Maersk Jamnagar. They stole ship’s 

stores (30 cans of paint) and escaped. Incident was reported to local authorities. 

 

 Suspicious Approach / 95 nm from Bonny, Nigeria/ 27 Feb 19. 

 

MDAT-GoG reported that an MV was under attack for more than an hour by two skiffs with eight 

personnel each onboard. After the unsuccessful attempt, the vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  

 

 Suspicious Approach / 30 nm from Bonny, Nigeria/ 28 Feb 19. 

 

MDAT-GoG reported that an OSV Bourbon Explorer was under attack by pirates on two skiffs. After 

the unsuccessful attempt, the vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  
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Analysis of incidents reported in GoG 

 

 

 

There was certain increase in piracy activities in GoG wherein one kidnapping was reported 

onboard MV Laetitia V, two fired upon incidents and three suspicious approaches were 

reported onboard other vessels within 30 - 150 Nm off the coast of Nigeria.  Majority of the 

vessels were on inbound leg to Nigerian ports. The type of vessels targeted included tankers, 

OSVs, container vessel, tug and landing craft. Hence, it is evident that the perpetrators are 

not only targeting the vessels for the cargo being carried but are also looking for 

opportunities to probably kidnap crew for ransom. Majority of these attacks have been 

thwarted by Nigerian Navy personnel escorting/ embarked or patrolling in the area. However, 

it is evident from the spurt in incidents in the last month that the perpetrators are not deterred 

from undertaking misadventures. Vessels have been boarded by pirates well outside territorial 

waters, with crew kidnapped and held for ransom. Some ships have been approached by fast 

crafts and resorted to evasive manoeuvering along with retreat to citadels for safety. It is also 

assessed that some of these attacks may be perpetrated by the same group, as the incidents 

have been reported onboard multiple ships in close proximity to each other. It is also pertinent 

to highlight that the range of attacks is between 30 – 150 Nm from the coast which gives clear 

indication of capabilities of perpetrators.   Increased cooperation and sharing of intelligence 

between the littoral states of Gulf of Guinea may be instrumental towards ensuring effective 

action and deterrence against pirates.  
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 Contraband Smuggling/ Northern Arabian Sea/ 16 Feb 19. 

The Royal Navy (RN) ship HMS Dragon seized and destroyed 49 kg to the value of $514,500 bulk 

value of heroin on 16 Feb 19 in the northern Arabian Sea. This bust marks the fifth successful boarding 

for HMS Dragon operating under the direction of Combined Task Force (CTF) 150. 

 

 Contraband Smuggling/ Northern Arabian Sea/ 22 Feb 19. 

The French Ship (FS) Cassard seized and destroyed 2,031 kg of hashish in the northern Arabian Sea in 

international waters off the coast of Oman on 22 Feb. This marks the second successful boarding for 

FS Cassard while operating under the direction of Combined Task Force (CTF) 150. 

 

 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

 

Comments. From 23 to 31 Jan 19, Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)/ Combined Task Force 

(CTF) 150 conducted Focused Operation Marhaba in the Northern Arabian Sea. The operation was 

focused on maritime security with the primary aim of disrupting the transport of illegal narcotics in 

the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean, an area known as the “Hash Highway.’ The profit from this 

illegal activity is understood to be a major source of funding for terrorist organisations.  The 

coalition partners reportedly seized over 3,000 kg of illegal narcotics. 

Comments.  A publication titled ‘Global Counter Piracy Guidance for Companies, Masters and 

Seafarers’ (authored by the shipping industry as in BMP5) is available with its purpose to protect 

seafarers, the ship and cargo and, to facilitate threat and risk assessment and to plan for voyages 

transiting areas where the threat of attack by pirates and armed robbers exists. BMP5 should, 

therefore, be read together with Global Counter Piracy Guidance for Companies, Masters and 

Seafarers, towards the achievement of the objective above. A revised version of ‘Guidelines for 

Owners, Operators and Masters for Protection against Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea Region’ has 

been published (Version 3) in June 2018 and is to be read in conjunction with the Global Counter-

Piracy Guidance for Companies, Masters and Seafarers. Vessels are advised to maintain continued 

vigil anti-piracy watch and comply with this guidelines when positioned in the Gulf of Guinea. 
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 Contraband Smuggling / Teknaf Upazila, Bangladesh / 21 Feb 19. 

Bangladesh Coast Guard detained 11 Rohingya men with 100,000 Yaba pills from a fishing trawler on 

the Bay of Bengal in Teknaf Upazila of Cox's Bazar. Acting on a tip-off, Coast Guard members 

conducted a drive in the South-East area of the Bay and recovered the large consignment of the pills. 

Coast Guard later filed a case with Teknaf Police Station against the detainees. 

 Contraband Smuggling / Mauritius / 21 Feb 19. 

Hashish and several cannabis seeds, hidden in the cabin of a 38 year old photo assistant, onboard the 

cruise ship AIDAblu, were seized by the Customs Anti-Narcotics Section (CANS) team of the Mauritius 

Revenue Authority (MRA) in the Port-Louis harbour. 

        Contraband Smuggling / Sri Lanka / 23 Feb 19. 

Sri Lankan police arrested two traffickers and 231 kg of heroin that had been transported by dhow. The 

vessel was also seized at the time of arrest. The final destination was suspected to be Seychelles. 

         Contraband Smuggling / Surigao del Sur, Philippine/ 24 Feb 19. 

Fishermen recovered new bricks of suspected cocaine in the shoreline Surigao del Sur. Philippine 

National Police (PNP) spokesperson stated that 34 bricks of suspected cocaine were recovered by two 

fishermen along the seawaters.   

 

 

 IUU Fishing / Mozambique / 11 Feb 19. 

 

The Ministry of Sea, Inland Waters and Fisheries officers seized 3 tonnes of illegally caught fish from 

Sofala waters and arrested two persons as they were about to leave from Casa Partida beach.  

 

 IUU Fishing / Off Tanjung Gemok, Indonesia / 20 Feb 19. 

 

22 foreign crew members, including the skippers who were fishing illegally, were reportedly detained 

during the operation about 38 Nm northeast of Tanjung Gemok. The tactic used by a group of foreign 

fishermen to deceive the authorities by using two boats with local registration numbers to fish in waters 

off Tanjung Gemok was discovered when they were detained by the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 

Agency (MMEA). An MMEA asset spotted the two boats and upon inspection, found that they were 

ferrying two tonnes of various marine products valued at USD 500,000. The products were believed to 

have been illegally caught in local waters and were to be sold overseas for a higher value. 

 

  

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments.  The Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime and Poseidon – Aquatic 

Resource Management Ltd.  recently announced the launch of the IUU Fishing Index, a tool 

designed to provide a better understanding of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 

worldwide. The IUU Fishing Index has been designed to meet the need for a detailed analysis of 

fishery countries’ vulnerability, exposure and responses to IUU fishing. It fills a key gap by 

analysing and evaluating, state by state, the global implications of IUU fishing, thereby helping 

policymakers identify where interventions are most needed. IUU Fishing Index, benchmarks 

countries’ vulnerability, prevalence and response to IUU fishing, based on a suite of 40 indicators. 

Scores (1 = best-performing; 5 = worst-performing) are provided at country, regional and ocean 

basin levels, and can be filtered by applying indicator. 
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 Irregular Human Migration / Sri Lanka / 04 Feb 19. 

On 04 Feb 19, the trawler Ve Prashansa, registered in Sri Lanka, with 70 migrants on board, was 

reported 3 Nm off Saint-Philippe, south-east of Reunion. The trawler had stealthily left the port of 

Chilaw on 13 Jan 19. The vessel was escorted to the port. Upon arrival, the 70 passengers, including 

eight women and five children, were administered basic healthcare. 

 

 

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Mayotte (Petite Terre), French territory / 25 Feb 19. 

During the night of 25/ 26 Feb, two boats carrying migrants were intercepted near the island of Mayotte 

(Petite terre) by the French authorities. Two of the five Malagasy smugglers were arrested. The 33 

migrants were from Burundi, Rwanda, Yemen and Congo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Update. 70 migrants who made the illegal journey by a fishing boat named “Ve Prashansa” to 

Reunion Islands were arrested and flown back to Sri Lanka on 14 Feb 19. On 26 Jan 19, the owner 

of a Multi-Day Fishing Boat had filed a complaint with the Negombo Police. He claimed that his 

boat which set off to sea on 09 Jan 19 had gone missing. Following an investigation, it was revealed 

that the skipper of the boat had charged between USD 500 to USD 5,500 each to smuggle a group 

of 70 people to Reunion Island. The boat had reached the island on 04 Feb 19. Among the 70 people 

were eight women and five children. The owner stated that the skipper had been using his multi-day 

fishing vessel to smuggle people to a different country. Director of Operations at the Department of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources said that the people had been deceived with the promise of 

residency at the Reunion Islands.  
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 Commercial Dispute / Limbe, Cameroon / 03 Feb 19. 

Aframax crude oil tanker Barents Sea was seized by armed military personnel at Limbe oil refinery 

pier, Cameroon, in an apparent commercial dispute. While performing standard discharge operations, 

Aframax M/T Barents Sea has been illegally seized by DSC Marine, a local charterer, and local 

Cameroonian military forces armed with AK-47 submachine guns in the Sonara refinery in Limbe, 

Cameroon. Eastern Pacific Shipping reportedly condemned the act of unprovoked aggression and 

strongly urged the Cameroonian government to enforce its security forces to safely and immediately 

release the vessel and the 26 crew onboard in accordance with international law. The tanker arrived at 

Cameroon on 20 Dec 18, and was docked at Sonara Refinery on 29 Jan 19. 

 

 

 SAR/ Salalah / 03 Feb 19. 

An Indian crew member fell overboard from an Indian flagged vessel MV Swarna Kamal. The vessel 

initiated search operations. The man could not be found and the operations were completed. 

 

 

 

 Master Stabbed/ Reunion Island / 04 Feb 19. 

Aframax crude oil tanker STI GUARD interrupted her voyage from Ust-Luga Russia to Singapore, 

sailing in Indian ocean, after one of the crew of Indian nationality was stabbed twice in chest-abdomen 

in a fight with another crew. The ship turned to Reunion Island, alerting MRCC Reunion and requested 

for medevac. The wounded sailor was medevaced by helicopter early in the morning of 05 Feb 19, and 

transferred to hospital.   

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Update 

 

17 Feb 19. The Indian Captain of Aframax tanker STI GUARD was attacked and stabbed by a 

Croatian officer (his position and rank weren’t disclosed). He’s under arrest in Mauritius.   

 

Updates  

 
04 Feb 19.   The incident was initially reported as a hijack of the vessel on 03 Feb 19. 

Subsequently, information was received that the vessel has been seized by DSC Marine owing to 

commercial dispute. The case was registered in the High Court of Republic of Cameroon and the 

ship was restrained from leaving the Port of Cap Limboh.   

 

06 Feb 19. The information was received that the armed guards were disembarked and the 

ship sailed from Cameroon on 05 Feb 19. All crew were reported to be safe and in good health. The 

crew includes nationals from India, Ukraine, China, Philippines and Turkey.  

Comments. The information regarding Man Overboard situation onboard MV Swarna Kamal was 

received at IFC-IOR on 03 Feb 19 and immediately relayed to all agencies including CMF, 

MSCHOA and UKMTO. Search and locate efforts were coordinated by the naval forces operating 

in Gulf of Aden, however, the person could not be located. 

https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/fehn-lyra_9374741_2109424/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/fehn-lyra_9374741_2109424/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/sti-guard_9717101_10796384/
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 Vessel Drift /Off Sharjah / 06 Feb 19. 

Two Indian sailors abandoned for more than 15 months on the MV Abdallah, anchored off Sharjah 

(UAE), were assisted by the authorities after their ship's mooring chain broke due to bad weather. The 

vessel was beginning to drift when the UAE Coast Guard and Dubai Police responded and towed the 

vessel to Port Rashid, Dubai. 

 

 Collision / Singapore Strait, West of Senang Island/ 07 Feb 19. 

Product tanker Shun Sheng collided with tug Koi 3, towing sand 

barge in Singapore Strait, west of Senang island.  The tug capsized 

and out of six crew onboard, four were rescued, however, two were 

reported missing. The tanker was transiting Singapore Strait en 

route from Hong Kong to Lumut, Malaysia. According to track and 

given incident position, Shun Sheng didn’t stop after collision and 

continued sailing. She turned back later, probably on instruction 

from Singapore Traffic Control or other Maritime Authorities.  

 

     Collision / Johor Strait, Singapore / 09 Feb 19. 

Bulk carrier Pireas collided with anchored Malaysian service ship Polaris in Johor Strait anchorage, 

Singapore, while approaching Tanjung Pelepas, en route from Australia. Based on analysis from track 

history, Pireas turned stbd, reduced speed and probably went out of control, drifting onto Polaris 

forecastle.   

 

      Missing vessel / 125 nm north west of Socotra Islands / 10 Feb 19. 

IFC-IOR received information about a French flagged sailing vessel SV Les Siamois which departed 

Djibouti on 10 Feb 19 with an estimated ETA of 04 Mar at her next port of call Kochi. The AIS signal 

was lost after the vessel left Djibouti and was last located by a plane 125 nm north west of Socotra 

islands.  

 

 Sunk / Rakhine State, Myanmar/ 11 Feb 19. 

Lighthouse vessel Sinpyaung sank in waters of Rakhine State, 

western Myanmar, Bay of Bengal, while carrying out construction 

works on a lighthouse to be installed on Lattphat Island. The vessel 

supposedly, was at anchor. Out of 25 crew and personnel onboard, 

seven were rescued, while 18 went missing, and at least two of them 

were confirmed dead. 

 

 

 Sunk / Singapore / 14 Feb 19. 

A small supply and personnel vessel with three Indonesian crew members capsized and sank in 

Singapore territorial waters. All three crew members onboard the Dominica-flagged Ocean Cooper 2 

were reported safe with no injuries. No oil pollution was reported as per Singapore authorities. Also, it 

was reported that the vessel had capsized and sank in the west-bound lane of the Traffic Separation 

Scheme, about 3 Nm from Pedra Branca.  

 

  

Comments.  The incident happened in one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes, and the Maritime 

and Port Authority (MPA) of Singapore issued navigational broadcasts asking ships to navigate 

with caution in the vicinity of the incident. The incident occurred close to the location where a cable 

ship had capsized post collision with a tanker in Jan 19. In the same area, a U.S. guided missile 

destroyer had reportedly collided with an oil tanker in 2017, resulting in 10 deaths.  
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 Scuffle Onboard/ Indian Ocean/ 20 Feb 19. 

A rescue operation was conducted after a violent fight started onboard the Taiwanese fishing vessel 

Wen Peng in the Indian Ocean, killing two workers and throwing several others overboard. Two other 

Taiwanese ships in the area, the Hung Fu 88 and the Shang Feng 3, were instructed to assist them. Five 

survivors were rescued onboard Shang Feng 3, two of whom were seriously injured and were headed 

to Maldives for MEDEVAC. Ten survivors were rescued onboard F/V Hungfu 88, remaining were 

onboard until the arrival of the Taiwanese Coast Guard. Six of the crew members reportedly drowned 

after being thrown overboard. The crew comprised 24 people including 10 Filipinos, 11 Indonesians 

and three Taiwanese. The alleged perpetrator remained on board the Wen Peng. 

 

 

 

 Fire /Malacca Strait, Malaysia / 25 Feb.  

 

Fire erupted in engine room of ferry Dragon Star 1, when ferry 

with 52 passengers onboard was en route from Kuah Terminal, 

Langkawi Island to Kuala Perlis, northwest Malaysia. Fire 

engulfed aft superstructure after which passengers were gathered 

in the fore section, and evacuated to vessels and boats nearby. 

Two people sustained injuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update. All Dragon Star Shipping passenger ferry services have been suspended with immediate 

effect after one of its ferries caught fire. Authorities stated that this was to enable the Marine 

Department to conduct a detailed investigation to determine the actual cause of the fire. This is the 

second instance when the company’s operations have been suspended. The company was first 

suspended for a month in Oct 18, when one of its ferries was stranded for eight hours in the middle 

of the sea whilst enroute to Langkawi from Kuala Kedah. 

Comments.   On 28 Jan 19, two seafarers were killed in an altercation off Maldives and on 04 Feb, 

a seafarer was stabbed onboard a tanker, 300 nm from the French island of Réunion. Ship owners 

are advised to embrace conflict resolution as a matter of urgency, following knife attacks/ scuffles 

at sea.  
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 Cutlass Express. EU NAVFOR and Combined Task Force-151 (CTF-151) undertook 

the exercise Cutlass Express from 29 Jan 19 to 02 Feb 19 in which warships, helicopters, aircraft and 

military personnel came together for the conduct of focused counter-piracy operations around the 

Somali Coast, in the Socotra Gap and across the Gulf of Aden. The operation deployed combined 

resources from both maritime counter-piracy missions as they monitored merchant shipping’s 

adherence to Best Management Practices, skiff movements in the area of interest and to identify patterns 

of life. The current piracy level remains low but the threat still exists and focused military operations 

to deter pirates in key sea going areas remains a priority. 

 

 

 Iran Deports Suspected Pirates to Somalia. 13 Somali nationals have been deported to 

Somalia after serving several years in Iranian jails for alleged piracy. In a statement published by Iranian 

News Agency, the country’s Justice Ministry announced that 10 Somali convicts had been deported to 

their homeland on 13 Feb. The individuals had been convicted in Iranian courts for piracy. Deputy 

Minister of Justice said that the convicts would end their jail term in Somalia. Many Somali pirates 

suspects are presently serving jail terms in Iran. 

 RMSC 2019.   Regional Maritime Safety Conference (RMSC) was conducted from                    

19-20 Feb 19 for maritime safety assurance in the INDIA-ASEAN Sub Region. The session focused on 

the journey from Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) convention to Voluntary IMO Member State Audit 

Scheme and also the III Code by the IMO. The agenda for the conference included maritime 

environmental safety for the oil slippage during transportation, the requirement of sustainable fisheries 

for the increasing population and maritime port safety for the growing maritime trade. The session also 

examined the port expansion vis-a-vis the requirement of safety & security both onshore and offshore. 

 

 DG Shipping Advisory.     Director General of Shipping, Ministry of Shipping and 

Government of India issued a Maritime Security Advisory 01 of 2019: General Advisory; Updates on 

Piracy & Maritime Security. The advisory provides a brief summary of various piracy related incidents 

in 2018 and also provides an update on the latest publications in force related to maritime security of 

use to the maritime community. The same may be accessed on the official website of DG shipping.  

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of March 2019 in IOR 

region has been uploaded on IFC-IOR website for reference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gulf of Aden Watch 

 

Events of Interest 
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IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

Stable Seas 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

Windward 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/  

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

 

http://www.pviltd.com/ 

 

http://www.recaap.org/ 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

  

https://gcaptain.com/ 

 

https://maritimebulletin.net/ 

  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/  

  

https://www.rferl.org/  

  

www.9news.com.au/ 

 

https://www.iol.co.za/ 

 

https://www.forevernews.in/ 

 

https://connectgujarat.com/ 

  

https://zeenews.india.com/ 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/ 

   

https://www.philstar.com/ 

 

https://www.mast-security.com/ 

 

https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/  

 

http://shipsandports.com.ng/ 

 

 

 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/
https://maritimebulletin.net/2019/01/03/ferry-aground-passengers-evacuated-lombok-indonesia/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/01/08/one-dead-in-oil-tanker-blaze-off-hong-kong.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/four-ukrainians-dead-as-cargo-ship-sinks-off-turkey-s-black-sea-coast/29696142.html
http://www.9news.com.au/
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/
http://shipsandports.com.ng/
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. The objective is to generate 

an overarching picture to assist local enforcement agencies to understand the existing maritime 

security situation in the region. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of 

data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. 

IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to 

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of 

existing threats in the maritime domain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, 

please contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

   

 


