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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and security 

in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as well as like-

minded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual 

collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations 

positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the 

maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security threats are monitored on a daily 

basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security 

analysis culminates in the form of monthly MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Sep– 

30 Sep 20 have been categorised under the following heads:- 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

(c)  Contraband Smuggling 

(e)  Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

(g)  Natural Events  

 

(b) Maritime Terrorism  

(d) Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f) Maritime Incidents 

(h) Environmental Security 

     

199 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in Sep 20. Maritime incidents comprised one 

third of the total and were followed by IUU fishing, Contraband Smuggling and Irregular Human Migration and 

Piracy & Armed Robbery.   

 

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed in 2019, approximately 

1,45,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of 11,000-12,000 

distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of September 2020, the number has been 

observed to be around 13,800. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & PArmed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security threat 

categories for the month of Sep 20. 
 

 Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 30 % increase in the number of incidents monitored by the Centre in Sep 20 as 

compared to Aug 20. Maximum incidents were monitored in Gulf of Guinea followed by suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden, 

two incidents of sea theft & one sea robbery off Manila anchorage, a sea theft onboard a vessel underway in the Straits of Malacca 

and Singapore & a sea theft off Indonesian anchorage. One kidnapping incident involving kidnap of two crew members (both 

Russian) was reported in Gulf of Guinea. While the 45 % decrease in the reported incidents in GoG as compared to Aug 20 is a 

positive indication of efforts by regional agencies particularly NIMASA, the kidnapping of crew and recording of incidents at 190 

nm from the coast remains a concern for safety of mariners. The increase in number of incidents onboard vessels at ports/ 

anchorages of Indonesia & Philippines and the boardings onboard vessels underway in the eastbound lane of TSS continue to be a 

significant concern for the Asian region. The first nine months of 2020 witnessed an increase in incidents across the regions, 

however, the Centre observed a decrease in the reported incidents in the third quarter as compared to the first two 

quarters of 2020.  

 Contraband Smuggling – The month of Sep 20 witnessed a 15% decrease in the reported incidents as compared to Aug 20. 

This is a first reversal of the trend observed in the consecutive months since Jun 20. However, this still is a 95 % increase from 

May 20. Major drugs which were seized included Cannabis, Hashish and Methamphetamine. The Centre observed an increase in 

the reported incidents in the the third quarter as compared to the first two quarters of 2020. This may be attributed to 

increased use of sea routes by the traffickers, a possible alternative to closure of land/ air routes and increased reporting of 

seizures of turmeric as contraband (banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka.    

 IUU Fishing – The Centre recorded a 28 % increase in the reported incidents in Sep 20 as compared to Aug 20. This is the 

highest number of incidents reported in a single month in 2020. Previously, the highest number of incidents reported were 40 in 

Jun 20. This rise may be attributed to increased seizure of illegally harvested shrimps off Bahrain and increased reporting off Sri 

Lanka. With a share of just 20 % out of the total IUU incidents, poaching undertaken by foreign fishermen is the lowest in terms of 

percentage since Jan 20, a deviation from the previous trend of poaching being about 33 % of reported IUU incidents. The local 

IUU involved incidents using banned nets, trawling and dynamite explosives. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing 

outside the authorised areas. Poaching incidents were reported in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.    

 IHM Incidents – There was a 16 % increase in the IHM incidents as compared to the previous month and this now, is the 

highest reported incidents in a month in 2020. About 40% of the reported incidents were recorded in the Mediterranean and 24 % 

each off Malaysia & Mayotte. 10 out of 12 incidents reported in the SE Asia, were recorded off Malaysia. The increased 

crossings in the Mediterranean (partly due to favourable weather conditions) and landing of 297 Rohingya migrants after 

being at sea for over five months, highlights the dire economic condition of the migrants which possibly was further 

exacerbated by COVID-19.   

 Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor increase in the reported maritime incidents from Aug 20. However, as 

observed since Jun 20, the incidents that involved capsizing and sinking of vessels were higher than those reported between Jan-

May 20. The increase in number of incidents may be attributed to rough seas encountered in the monsoon season. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 



 4     

  

  
PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

13 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of 

Sep 20.  Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by the waters around South East Asia 

including South China Sea & Straits of Singapore and Malacca and suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden. This is 

the second lowest number of reported incidents in since Jan 20.   

Incidents in GoG – Five incidents were recorded in GoG area in Sep 20, which is a 45% decrease from Aug 20. One 

incident of kidnapping was reported in the month, which was the 18
th
 such incident since Jan 20.  Occurrence of a 

kidnapping incident off Nigeria, despite implementation of proactive measures by NIMASA including SPOMO, 

Op CALM WATERS II & Deep Blue Project remains a concern. Three suspicious approaches off Ghana, which 

included incidents at extended ranges (110 & 190 nm) from the coast is another issue of concern.   

Sea Theft Incidents in SOMS – One Sea Theft was reported in Straits of Malacca and Singapore. As with the 

observed trend in 2020, this too was reported in the eastbound lane of the TSS. This is the 17
th
 incident in the 

eastbound lane as compared to just one in the westbound lane of the TSS.  

Incidents in SCS – Four incidents were recorded in Sep 20, which included three Sea Thefts/ Sea Robbery off Manila 

Anchorage, Philippines and a Sea Theft off an anchorage in Indonesia. Occurrence of incidents on three consecutive 

nights off Manila anchorage is a worrying factor. 10 incidents were reported off Manila since Jan 20 and the 

Philippines authorities have stepped up enforcement off the ports and anchorages to control the situation.  
Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – Three incidents of Suspicious Approach were reported in the GoA during Sep 20. As per 

reports from UKMTO/ MSCHOA & DNK-IOC, one of the reported incidents involved a Yemeni Coast Guard boat 

which was incorrectly identified by a MV as a suspicious boat.   
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Sep 20:- 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Bab-el-Mandeb, Yemen/ 03 Sep 20.                                                        (GoA)                                             

                             
An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a motor vessel (NAME WITHELD) while transiting off South 

of Bab-el-Mandeb, Yemen on 03 Sep 20. The vessel reported sighting a skiff with three personnel onboard. The skiff 

closed the vessel to about two cables and then turned away. The presence of ladders or other piracy related equipment 

could not be ascertained. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe, and the vessel continued her transit in IRTC.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Manila Anchorage, Philippines/ 04 Sep 20.                                                                            (SCS) 

                                 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged General Cargo Ship AAL NANJING at Manila OPL 

anchorage, Philippines on 04 Sep 20. Reportedly, during routine rounds one of the crew members noticed that the ship's 

forecastle light was opened. Upon investigation ship's bell, welding machine, breathing apparatus and chainsaws were 

reported to be stolen and the crew could not sight any perpetrators in the vicinity. The incident was reported to VTMS 

Manila and Philippine Coast Guard (PCG). The crew was reported to be safe. 
 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Manila Anchorage, Philippines/ 05 Sep 20.                                                                        (SCS) 

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Liberia flagged containership ELA at Manila Anchorage, Philippines 

on 05 Sep 20. The crew reported to the bridge that a perpetrator was sighted near bow of vessel, behind the life craft. The 

crew proceeded to check the area and noticed that the perpetrator wore a mask and was holding a knife. Subsequently, 

the alarm was raised and a search was conducted. Two breathing apparatus and a gong were reported to be stolen. The 

incident was reported to VTMS Manila and Philippine Coast Guard (PCG). The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Manila Anchorage, Philippines/ 06 Sep 20.                                                                         (SCS) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged containership ARGUELLO at South Harbour Anchorage 

of Manila, Philippines on 06 Sep 20. Reportedly, the duty able seaman of the vessel noticed that the lock of the bosun's 

store was broken. The general alarm was raised, and upon investigation, it was reported that the ship's stores including 

fire nozzles, fireman suits, breathing apparatus, unlocking twist lock, a flashlight and a scaling machine were stolen. The 

vessel and crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to VTMS Manila and the Philippine Coast 

Guard (PCG) and the crew was reported to be safe. 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Update on Crew Release 

 Based on open source reports and reports received from various partners including ISWAN, the Centre monitored 

that the three fishermen held hostage by Somali pirates returned home after being released. They were kidnapped 

from the Iran flagged fishing vessel FV SIRAJ on 22 Mar15 and were held in captivity for more than five years.  

Comments.  This is the second incident of sea robbery reported since Jan 20, off Manila Anchorage, Philippines. 

Based on an in-house analysis, the following similarities were observed between the two incidents:- 

 

 Both the incidents were reported onboard anchored container vessels off the Manila container terminal. 

 The two vessels were boarded by perpetrators during the middle watch period (0001 to 0400). The moon 

phase on both days was between 80 to 95% which possibly indicates that the perpetrators utilised the 

moonlight to positively locate and board the target vessels, without the need of flash lights.    

 The perpetrators in both incidents were armed with knives. However, there were no reports of violence 

against the crew members.  

 The stolen items in both robberies include the ship’s breathing apparatus and metal stores like chain blocks 

and ship’s gong.  

Based on the similarity in modus-operandi, it is possible that the same perpetrators were involved in the two 

incidents. Alternately, even if the perpetrators were different, it is likely that they belong to same region or armed 

group.  
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 Kidnap/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 08 Sep 20.                                                                                                            (GoG) 

                                           

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Liberian flagged reefer WATER PHOENIX off Lagos, Nigeria on             

08 Sep 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached and boarded by an unknown number of armed perpetrators and two 

crew members were kidnapped. Of the 18 crew members onboard (11 Russians and seven Filipinos), 16 secured 

themselves inside the citadel. As per reports, the Master and Chief Engineer were missing (both of Russian nationality). 

Two Nigerian Naval patrol vessels arrived at the scene to assist the vessel, and remaining crew was reported to be safe.  

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Bab-el-Mandeb/ 09 Sep 20.                                                                        (GoA) 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Norway flagged tanker MT BOW ORION whilst underway in 

the Southern Bab-el-Mandeb, GoA on 09 Sep 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a high-speed craft, with ten 

armed personnel onboard. The speed craft closed the vessel to 04 cables from the port side, hailed the vessel on VHF 

(MMB) and ordered the vessel to slow her speed. The vessel reportedly implemented security measures,  increased her 

speed, mustered her security team and continued her transit. A similar incident was reported by another vessel in the 

vicinity. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 10 Sep 20.                                                           (GoG) 

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container ship NORO, off Luanda anchorage, 

Angola on 10 Sep 20. Reportedly, four personnel boarded the vessel at anchorage using the anchor chain cable. The crew 

sighted the perpetrators and raised the alarm. On hearing the alarm, the perpetrators escaped from the vessel. The crew 

was reported to be safe. Nothing was reported to be stolen. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off  Gulf of Aden/ 17 Sep 20.                                                                                      (GoA) 

                                                                

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a USA flagged RO-RO vessel (NAME WITHELD) on  17 Sep 

20 off the Gulf of Aden. The vessel was reportedly approached by three small boats. On noticing the boats, the vessel 

reportedly displayed the Private Armed Security Team (PAST) on the bridge. The small boats aborted the approach, 

upon sighting the security team. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe. The vessel continued to her next port 

of call. 

  

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Takoradi, Ghana/ 22 Sep 20.                                                                               (GoG)       

                                                                

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Denmark flagged tanker HAFINA PHOENIX off Takoradi, 

Ghana on 22 Sep 20. The tanker transiting from Lome in Togo to Abidjan in Cote d’Iviore was reportedly approached by 

a small skiff with eight perpetrators onboard. The vessel was approached by the skiff about 72 nm offshore from 

Takoradi. It was reported that a ladder was sighted on the skiff. Subsequently, the tanker increased her speed and carried 

out evasive manoeuvres. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe. The vessel continued her next port of call. 

  

 

Comments. This is first of the three suspicious approaches reported in the waters of Ghana. While the exact 

specifications of the boat and the intentions are unknown, the confirmed sighting of ladders strongly indicates that 

the approach was made with a piratical intent. As per a media statement by the Chief of Naval Staff of Ghana Navy, 

naval and air force assets were deployed in response to the reported incident. A military aircraft was launched to 

locate the suspicious skiff. However, while the merchant vessel was located, the skiff was not detected/ sighted by the 

aircraft. The Chief of Naval Staff added that the navy and its stakeholders would step up their operations to ensure 

that the threat was dealt with within the EEZ of Ghana. 

 

 

Comments. As per updates released by UKMTO and MSCHOA, the two vessels were approached by the Yemeni 

Coast Guard patrol vessels. Yemeni Coastguard has indicated an increase in patrolling in waters beyond the TTWs 

throughout 2020 as a result of the increase in illicit traffic. As per the assessment of DNK-IOC in their periodic 

reports, the Yemeni Coast Guard makes use of irregular forces and the personnel might not always be in uniform. 

The vessels employed by the Coast Guard personnel may not be easily identified. 
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A Summary and Analysis of Kidnappings in Gulf of Guinea  

 

Since Jan 20, the Centre recorded 18 incidents of kidnapping of crew in Gulf of Guinea, wherein 90 crew members 

were kidnapped. A month-wise summary and an analysis of the kidnapping incidents are enumerated in the 

succeeding paragraphs.  

Month No of 

Kidnappings 

Kidnapped 

Personnel 

Vessels (kidnapped number) 

Jan 20 02 04 MV AMBIKA (03 crew) & PASSENGER VESSEL (01 person) 

Feb 20 01 09 MT ALPINE PENELOPE (09 crew) 

Mar 20 03 11 MT MINERVA VIRGO (01 crew), Ferry ELOBEY 6 (03 persons) & 

MV MSC TALIA F (07 crew) 

Apr 20 02 18 MV TOMMY RITSCHER (08 crew) & MT VEMAHOPE (10 crew) 

May 20 04 11 FV AMERGER II (03 crew), FV AMERGER VII (03 crew), MV DJIBLOHO 

(03 crew) & MV MITONG (02 crew) 

Jun 20 01 06 FV PANOFI FRONTIER (06 crew) 

Jul 20 03 27 FPSO SENDJE BERGE (09 crew), MV KOTA BUDI (05 crew) &  

MT CURACAO TRADER (13 crew)   

Aug 20 01 02 FV AP703 (02 crew) 

Sep 20 01 02 MV WATER PHOENIX (02 crew) 
 

 The attacks in 2020 were observed further offshore as compared to the previous years. Four incidents were 

reported at distances exceeding 100 nm from the shore. The incident onboard MT CURACAO TRADER reported at 

around 210 nm off Bayelsa, Nigeria is the furthest thus far in 2020. As per an analysis prepared by Stable Seas for 

the Centre, this represents the furthest an attack was recorded off the coast in the Gulf of Guinea in the last ten 

years. This further reiterates possibility of involvement of well-organised groups supported by mother ships. 
 

 11 out of the 18 incidents were reported onboard vessels with low freeboard (fishing trawlers, ferry, tanker 

and dredger). The remaining seven were reported onboard container, cargo and a FPSO. 
 

 The incidents were reported in the waters of Nigeria and the neighbouring countries. The highest number of 

incidents were reported off Benin (06) followed by Nigeria (04). A possible reason could be availability of suitable 

facilities in the Niger Delta region, to hold the kidnapped crew.  
 

 09 out of the 18 incidents saw kidnapping of five or more crew members in a single incident. Kidnapping of 

13 crew members onboard MT CURACAO TRADER is the highest in a single incident since Jan 20. The month of 

Jul 20 witnessed kidnapping of 27 crew members, the highest for a single month so far in 2020.  
 

 13 incidents were reported onboard vessels underway. Four incidents were reported onboard vessels at 

anchorage off Benin (01), Equatorial Guinea (02) and Nigeria (anchored FPSO). 
 

 The reporting of incidents even during the rainy season indicates the possible involvement of well-trained 

and organised pirate action groups. As per the assessment of DNK-IOC in their periodic reports, small boat 

operations close to shore are difficult in during the rainy season. This may be a major contributing factor for the 

perpetrators to track the vessels sailing from the ports and attack only further off shore using small boats.  
 

 Some of the incidents reported indicate the possibility that the position of the vessels was well-known to the 

perpetrators. This may only be possible if the perpetrators are tracking (using AIS or alternate systems) the 

movement of vessels to/ from the ports in GoG. Thereafter, they are likely to target vulnerable vessels. Further, the 

availability of information to perpetrators from inside-sources cannot be ruled out.   
 

 As per the recent reports of DNK-IOC and Dryad Global, with the completion of rainy season, sea 

conditions are likely to improve and would be suitable for undertaking small boat operations. As witnessed in the 

previous years, the last quarter of the year, is likely to witness an increase in the attacks onboard vessels 

operating in Gulf of Guinea.  
 

  The Centre strongly recommends mariners to follow the safety precautions and reporting procedures 

promulgated in the BMP West Africa released in Mar 20. 
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 Suspicious approach/ Off Accra, Ghana/ 23 Sep 20.                    (GoG)                            

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Norwegian flagged cargo vessel SPAR CANIS off Accra, 

Ghana on 23 Sep 20. The vessel transiting about 190 nm South-South East of Accra, detected a radar contact closing the 

vessel at high speed. It was reported, noticing that the radar contact further increased her speed, the Master of the cargo 

vessel darkened the ship and maintained course at maximum speed. The high-speed radar contact closed the vessel for 

about 20 minutes and later altered course away. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe and continued her transit.   

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 23 Sep 20.                                                                                             (SOMS)                                             

                             
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier UNI BLOSSOM on 23 Sep 20 while 

underway in the Eastbound lane of the TSS in the Singapore Strait, Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the chief engineer on 

routine rounds noticed engine spares to be missing. Upon investigation, it was reported that some unauthorised personnel 

entered the engine room, stole ship’s spares and escaped. The crew was reported to be safe, and the authorities were 

informed about the incidents. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Takoradi, Ghana/ 26 Sep 20.                                                                               (GoG)       

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Ghana flagged fishing vessel AGNES-1 off Takoradi, Ghana 

on 26 Sep 20. The fishing vessel was reportedly approached by a speed boat with 8-10 perpetrators onboard while 

operating about 110 nm South-South East of Takoradi. Subsequently, the fishing vessel carried out evasive manoeuvres, 

and the speed boat aborted the approach. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Bintan, Indonesia/ 29 Sep 20.                                                                                      (SCS) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker CHAMPION PRINCE, while at anchorage, off 

Pulau Bintan on 29 Sep 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators boarded the vessel anchored about 22 nm North-East of Tanjung 

Berakit, Pulau Bintan and broke into the aft store, stole ship's spares & escaped. The break-in was reportedly noticed by 

the crew members during routine rounds, and a search was conducted. Subsequently, the incident was reported to the port 

authorities. The crew was reported to be safe. 

  

Comments. This is the third incident of suspicious approach reported off Ghana in the month and fourth approach, 

since Jan 20. The waters of Ghana witnessed 12 incidents so far in 2020 which includes three incidents of attempted 

boarding, one kidnapping incident, four each sea thefts and suspicious approaches. While six of these incidents were 

reported at the port and anchorages of Ghana, the remaining six were reported offshore in the Ghanaian EEZ. The 

incidents were reported between 50–190 nm from the coast which suggests the possibility of involvement of well-

organised groups supported by mother ships. While the occurrence of incidents at extended ranges and a kidnapping 

incident in Aug 20 remain a concern, the proactive efforts by the Ghana Navy and Air Force during the incident 

reported on 22 Sep 20 is a positive indication of steps taken in the right direction. No incident was reported at the 

ports/ anchorages since 18 Aug 20, which again is possibly due to enhanced vigilance by the authorities.  

Comments.  Only one incident of Piracy and Armed Robbery was reported in the month of Sep 20 in the Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). This is a decrease from the previous two months, wherein, three incidents were 

reported in Jul 20 and two in Aug 20. The incident was reported in the East bound lane of the TSS. This is in line 

with the trend observed in 2020. Since Jan 20, a total of 17 incidents were reported in the East bound lane of the 

TSS in comparison to only one being reported in the Westbound lane. As per an assessment of DNK-IOC in a 

recent report, there are still groups involved in theft at sea, operating from various islands south of TSS, directly 

overlooking the straits. This incident was reported onboard a bulk carrier and is observed to be in consonance with 

the new trend observed in 2020, wherein majority of incidents are reported onboard bulk carriers/ tankers. Since 

Jan 20, only five incidents were reported onboard tugs and barges, while 16 were reported onboard bulk carriers, 

tankers and reefer vessel.  
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A Focus on Incidents of Armed Robbery off SE Asia Anchorages  

 
 There has been a rise in the incidents of piracy and armed robbery in 2020 at various ports and anchorages of 

SE Asia as compared to 2019.  

 

 Between Jan–Sep 20, the Centre recorded 14 incidents of actual and attempted sea theft/ sea robbery, off 

various anchorages of Philippines. The incidents reported in the first nine months of 2020 are double the number of 

incidents reported off Philippines in the entire year of 2019. As per a report published by ReCAAP Information 

Sharing Centre, seven incidents were reported at the anchorages in 2019.  During the nine-month period, 10 

incidents occurred at Manila anchorage, three at Batangas and one incident at General Santos Harbour anchorage. 

 

 A possible contributing factor to this rise in incidents off Philippines could be increased port calls at Manila 

due to designation of Manila Bay area as a Green Zone for crew change by the International Maritime Organisation 

(IMO). The large number of ships anchored in the area, provide multiple opportune targets to the perpetrators.   

 

 During the first nine months of 2020, the Centre recorded 19 incidents of actual and attempted sea theft/ sea 

robbery, off various anchorages of Indonesia. The incidents were reported at the anchorages off Batam, Belawan, 

Dumai, Merak, Muara Berau and Pulau Bintan.  

 

 Seven actual and attempted incidents of sea theft/ sea robbery were reported off Indonesia in   May 20. While 

the actual reason for this unprecedented reporting in a single month is unknown as of now, the possibility of 

COVID-19 impacting the economic conditions of small scale boat operators (water-taxi operators) and erstwhile 

piracy groups cannot be ruled out. 

 

 Key salients of the incidents are as follows:- 

 

 80% of the incidents at Manila anchorage were onboard Container vessels. The remaining two were 

onboard a tanker and cargo vessel. All three incidents at Batangas, were onboard tankers. Nearly 65% of the 

reported incidents off Indonesia were onboard vessels with low freeboards (tankers (11) and a tug). The 

remaining were onboard bulk carriers and container vessels. 

 

 The perpetrators in all 14 incidents off Philippines boarded the vessels during the night/ dark hours. 12 out 

of 14 incidents were reported between 0100 and 0430 LT. The remaining two incidents occurred between 2000 

and 2230 LT.  

 

 Two incidents at Manila anchorage involved perpetrators armed with knives. However, there was no 

reported incident of violence against crew members. All three incidents off Batangas involved possession of 

knives by the perpetrators. Another issue of concern is the injury of crew member in one of the incidents 

which indicates the possible violent nature of the perpetrators. 

 

 There was a minor rise in the incidents off Indonesia, involving sighting of weapons as compared to 2019. 

Six incidents were reported since Jan 20 as compared to 04 during the similar period of 2019. The weapons 

carried by the perpetrators included machetes and knives. However, a matter of concern is the injury to a 

crew member in one of the incidents in Jan 20.  

 

 The items stolen by the perpetrators include engines spares and ship stores viz., bronze hydrant caps, fire 

hose, mooring ropes and paint drums. 

 

 To counter these threats, the Philippines Coast Guard has recently, initiated additional measures including 

enhanced patrols especially by night and monitoring of small vessel movement in the vicinity of port and 

anchorage areas.   

 

 As part of enforcement efforts to curb piracy & armed robbery, Marine Police patrol vessels are reportedly 

being deployed in the Indonesian anchorages and waterways.  
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

39 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Sep 20.  Majority of the incidents 

were related to drug smuggling followed by domestic product and cigarette smuggling. This is the lowest number 

of reported incidents in the last three months (Jul – Sep 20). The decrease in overall number of incidents could 

possibly due to a marginal drop in use of sea routes with opening of land/ air routes for international travel, 

however, the numbers continue to be higher than the pre-COVID-19 period.   
Drug Seizures – There was an increase in number of reported drug seizures (22) in Sep 20 as compared to Aug 20.  

This is the joint highest (same as Jun 20) reported incidents since Jan 20. Major drugs seized along with quantity 

were Hashish (3010kg), Tobacco (1653kg), Cannabis (175kg) and Methamphetamine (71kg). Bangladesh 

authorities seized 850,000 Yaba pills in two separate raids and 2700kg of hashish was seized off Pakistan.    

Domestic Product Smuggling – 11 incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Sep 20 which included 

seven seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan authorities. The Centre monitored a seizure of about 8000kg of turmeric 

in the seven reported incidents. The reported demand vs production mismatch and the associated import ban on 

the commodity is making it a lucrative item for smuggling by illicit operators. 

Natural Resource Smuggling – One incident of gold smuggling was reported in the month which included seizure of 

10kg gold by Sri Lankan authorities.  

Cigarette Smuggling – Four incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported which is the lowest since Jun 20. All 

incidents were reported off Philippines.   
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 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 01 Sep 20.                                                                        (Cigarette)  

On 01 Sep 20, it was reported that two containers of smuggled cigarettes from China worth 

USD 1.8 million were seized by the Bureau of Customs, Port of Cebu. Reportedly, the 

shipments were declared to contain umbrellas and furniture. The seizure was handed over to 

the authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Negombo, Sri Lanka/ 05 Sep 20.                                               (Crystal Methamphetamine)  

                                                    

On 05 Sep 20, it was reported that in three separate incidents the Sri Lankan Navy 

apprehended five suspects for possession of crystal methamphetamine, heroin and Kerala 

cannabis. Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the drugs were handed over to the local police 

for further investigation. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Marawila, Sri Lanka/ 05 Sep 20.                                                                 (Kendu Leaves)  

                                                    

On 05 Sep 20, the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended six suspects with about 506 kg of kendu 

leaves, smuggled into the country via sea route off the Marawila beach. Reportedly, the kendu 

leaves were hidden inside 16 sacks and were smuggled using a dinghy. The officials also 

seized a lorry with four prospective buyers who had come to the beach to transport the stock 

of kendu leaves. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Zambonga Port, Philippines/ 05 Sep 20.                            (Pork & Chicken)  

                                                    

On 05 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized approx 350 kg of pork and chicken processed meat, 

mostly chorizo, off the Zamboanga port, Philipinnes. Reportedly, the owner was not able to produce a shipping permit, 

FDA license, and certificate of product which would attest the products are free from Swine Flu. The seized products 

were disposed off and buried by the authorities. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Rwais Port, Qatar/ 06 Sep 20.                                                          (Hashish)  

                                                    

On 06 Sep 20, it was reported that the Maritime Customs Department foiled an attempt to smuggle 

45.5 kg of hashish at Ruwais Port, Qatar. Reportedly, the officials seized the contraband packed in 

45 plastic bags at the port, where it was found hidden inside the spare tyre of a refrigerated vehicle. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kubbar Island, Kuwait/ 06 Sep 20.                                                                      (Hashish)  

                                                    

On 06 Sep 20, the authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 34 kg of hashish and a large number of narcotic pills into the 

country via the sea route off Kuwait and apprehended two persons. Reportedly, the consignment of drugs was planned to 

be smuggled into the country via the sea routes from Iran. Subsequently, it was to be dropped in the sea off Kubbar 

Island and planned to be picked up later from the bottom of the sea. Based on a tip-off, authorities apprehended a person 

in possession of 01 kg of hashish. During subsequent investigation, the apprehended person shared information about the 

shipment of 34 kg of hashish, that was planned to be brought into the country.  

 

 

 

  

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comment.  Kendu is a species of flowering tree native to India and Sri Lanka. Locally it is known as temburini or by 

its Hindi name tendu. In the Indian states of Assam, Jharkhand and Odisha, it is known as kendu. Kendu leaves are 

used to make beedis, an indigenous leaf-rolled cigarette made from coarse uncured tobacco, tied with a coloured string 

at one end. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowering_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jharkhand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jharkhand
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 Domestic Product  Smuggling/ Off Diamond Harbour, India/ 07 Sep 20.                                      (Textile)                              

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard (ICG), in a joint operation with 

Customs, apprehended a fishing boat SAGAR for engaging in illicit trade. Reportedly, the 

vessel was involved in smuggling of textiles worth USD 679,000, intended to be smuggled 

out of India to a neighbouring country via sea route off Diamond Harbour, Kolkata.  

 

 Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 08 Sep 20.                                                           (Gold)   

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended a suspect while transporting 10 kg of gold off Kalpitiya. 

Reportedly, the stock of gold was prepared to be smuggled via sea route to India from Kandakuliya beach. The suspect 

alongwith seizure was handed over to the authorities. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka / 08 Sep 20.                                                     (Turmeric) 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities seized about 1,400 kg of turmeric, smuggled 

into Sri Lanka through the sea routes off Mannar. The officials apprehended the individual who 

was suspected to be involved in shipment through illegal routes. The consignment was reportedly 

planned to be transported to Negombo under the guise of selling salt. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Sulu, Philippines/ 08 Sep 20.                                                                          (Cigarette)  

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the local authorities seized two jungkong-type motorboats loaded with smuggled 

cigarettes off Sulu, Philippines. Reportedly, there were 16 undocumented passengers onboard. The apprehended 

passengers and seizure was handed over to PCG-Sulu for further investigation and proper disposition. 

 

 

 Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Ahmed Yani Port, Indonesia/ 09 Sep 20.                                                          (Alcohol) 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that the local authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle hundreds of homemade 

alcoholic drinks onboard the ship KM LABOBAR off Ahmed Yani Port, Indonesia. The seizure was handed over to the 

authorities for further action. 

 

  Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kudat, Malaysia/ 09 Sep 20.                                                   (Gas Cylinders) 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle out illicit items by two fishing boats off 

Kudat, Malaysia. Upon inspection of the boats, the enforcement team discovered 12 gas cylinders, 12 gallons of petrol 

and 30 empty drums. Reportedly, two skippers and two fishing boats were apprehended. The total value of seizure, 

including the boats, was estimated to be worth USD 45,000. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Vaththirayan, Sri Lanka/ 10 Sep 20.                                                                  (Cannabis) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy seized approx 43 kg of Kerala Cannabis 

off Vaththirayan, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities apprehended a suspect alongwith 

nine packages containing Kerala cannabis hidden inside a dinghy. Further, a suspect waiting 

at the beach to collect the consignment was also apprehended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment.  Jungkong is a small wooden motorised boat used by Sama-Bajau, Tausug, and Yakan people of the 

Philippines. It is a fast cargo ship and is commonly used as a smuggling vessel in the maritime borders of the Eastern 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Sabah. They are also sometimes used by pirates and Abu Sayyaf terrorists in and 

around the Sulu Sea. The junkung can accommodate around 25 to 30 people.  
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kaththalampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 10 Sep 20.             (Cannabis) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy seized approx 99 kg of Kerala Cannabis off Kaththalampiddi, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities during a search operation seized Kerala cannabis stuffed inside 24 packages. The 

seizure was handed over to local authorities for further action.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 11 Sep 20.                                                                          (Hashish) 

On 11 Sep 20, it was reported that the Saudi maritime patrols apprehended eight personnel of foreign nationality and 

foiled an attempt to smuggle approx 230 kg of hashish off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The boat with the narcotic substances 

was reportedly sighted by the authorities while entering the local waters. The seizure alongwith suspects were handed 

over to the custody for further action. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mandapam, India/ 12 Sep 20.                                                          (Turmeric) 

On 12 Sep 20, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard apprehended three suspects and seized 

1000 kg of turmeric packed inside 34 gunny bags off Mandapam, Tamil Nadu. Reportedly, the 

consignment was intended to be smuggled into Sri Lanka. The seizure was handed over to the 

custody for further action. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 12 Sep 20.             (Turmeric) 

On 12 Sep 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka authorities seized 1000 kg of turmeric off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 

Reportedly, the turmeric was smuggled into the country through the sea routes. The seizure was handed over to local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Sharjah, UAE/ 14 Sep 20.                                                                                            (Drug) 

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that the anti-narcotics team of Sharjah during an operation, seized 153 kg of drugs worth 

USD 17 million and apprehended dozens of suppliers and peddlers off Sharjah, UAE. The drugs were reportedly hidden 

in trolleys, plastic bags, metal canisters, concealed in dhows, air-conditioning ducts and were smuggled into the country 

via sea routes. 

 

 

Steps taken by India to combat Drug Trafficking  

In order to achieve the vision of a Drug-free India, the Government of India has devised a well laid out strategy to 

ensure inter-agency coordination and revamp the prosecution mechanism to end the menace of drug trafficking. Some of 

the key initiatives include:- 

 India hosted the first-ever BIMSTEC nations' conference on "Combating Drug Trafficking" via sea/ land route 

in New Delhi this year. The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), the federal agency for drug law enforcement 

organised a two-day conference.  

 So far 26 bilateral agreements, 15 MoUs and two security pacts have been signed by to combat drug trafficking 

with other countries.  

 The country has devised a strategy to increase awareness to dissuade the use of the internet and social media in 

the illicit drug trade.  

 The Government of India has issued a notification regarding the registration of Business-2-Business (B2B) 

companies in order to prevent the online sale of narcotics and illicit drugs. 

 The Government of India has started an e-portal for digitalisation of drug data which can be utilised by various 

drug enforcement agencies of the country. 

 India and Sri Lanka have agreed to enhance cooperation to combat drug trafficking. The Joint Statement on 

Virtual Bilateral Summit held on 27 Sep 20, said both countries have decided to continue the fruitful and 

efficient development partnership in accordance with the priority areas identified by the Government and people 

of Sri Lanka. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 15 Sep 20.                                                                                 (Hashish)   

       

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) in a counter-

narcotics operation seized 2700 kg of hashish worth USD 10 million and apprehended eight 

personnel onboard a vessel off Karachi, Pakistan. Upon noticing the PMSA patrol boats, the 

smugglers reportedly attempted to escape and set the boat on fire to eliminate the evidence. 

However, the fire was extinguished by the officials and the narcotics & smugglers were taken 

under custody.  

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 16 Sep 20.                                                       (Turmeric)   

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported the Sri Lankan Navy in two separate incidents apprehended two 

suspects and seized approx 820 kg of dried turmeric, smuggled into the country via sea routes 

off Mannar. In the first incident, two suspects and 510 kg of dried turmeric was apprehended off 

North of Mannar. In the second incident, approx 310 kg of dried turmeric in five delivery sacks 

was seized off Vankalai, Mannar.  
 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 16 Sep 20.                                                       (Turmeric)   

                           

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended three suspects and 

seized approx 520 kg of dried turmeric off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the consignment of turmeric 

was stuffed in 12 sacks and smuggled by a traditional boat (Wallam) via sea routes. The apprehended 

personnel alongwith the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.  
 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Subic, Philippines/ 16 Sep 20.                                                                       (Cigarette)   

 

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs-Port of Subic seized two 40 ft containers of smuggled 

cigarettes worth USD 1.2 million at the Port of Subic, Philippines. The shipments were reported to contain Steel Wire 

Mesh but upon investigation cigarettes of assorted ‘Union’ and ‘D&B’ brands were found. The seizure was handed over 

to the authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia/ 17 Sep 20.                                                                        (Syabu) 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that MMEA during an operation seized drugs, which were tied to a buoy off Tanjung Piai, 

Malaysia. Reportedly, the drugs weighed 04 kg and were stored inside two sea floaters that were wrapped with adhesive 

plaster. The floaters contained four Chinese tea packages with crystal dust SYABU filled inside them and estimated to be 

worth USD 48,000. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Misamis Port, Philippines/ 17 Sep 20.                                                          (Cigarette) 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs BOC-10, Philippines seized cigarettes worth                                     

USD 82,000 imported illegally from a foreign country off Misamis Port, Philippines. The consignment reportedly arrived 

at the port without import papers and other documents. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further action. 

Comments.  The illegal shipment was alerted to the officials through ‘Project Crocodile’.  Project Crocodile is 

an information-sharing scheme between customs administration of member-countries which include Australia, 

Brunei, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Macao China, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Papua 

New Guinea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand & Vietnam, notifying each other of movements of suspicious 

cigarette shipments. Early this month, BOC-10 led the destruction, through shredding, of 2,150 reams of 

cigarettes seized based on a tip-off received by the project. 

 

 

Comments. Drug traffickers are now using stationary buoys to hide drugs shipped via the maritime routes. This is the 

latest tactic used by smuggling syndicates to avoid getting  caught by the  authorities. It is appreciated that, using buoys 

reduces the risk of apprehension of traffickers, as the packages can be left floating for prolonged durations or 

abandoned if authorities are detected in the area. The impermeable material used to hold packages together was 

observed to be designed to float and resist humidity which provides an added protection measure. The innovative 

techniques employed by the illicit operators, complicates the surveillance and detection by enforcement agencies.  

https://news.navy.lk/assets/images/news/oparation_news/2020/September/2020_09_16_b/3.jpg
https://news.navy.lk/assets/images/news/oparation_news/2020/September/2020_09_16_b/4.jpg
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 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 18 Sep 20.                                                         (Turmeric) 

On 18 Sep 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Coast guard seized approx 1000 kg of turmeric worth USD 22,000         

off Chilaw, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen who brought the turmeric ashore escaped during the raid. The seizure 

was handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Rupat, Riau, Indonesia/ 18 Sep 20.                                                       (Methamphetamine) 

On 18 Sep 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy foiled an attempt to smuggle 10.75 kg of methamphetamine 

drugs from Malaysia to Indonesia via the Strait of Malacca in North Rupat waters, Indonesia. Reportedly, two suspects 

onboard a boat dumped a large package containing drugs in the water, which was subsequently recovered by the 

authorities. The officials conducted the raid based on a tip-off about the drug smuggling from Malaysia that was about to 

enter Indonesia. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 19 Sep 20.                                                                         (Cannabis) 

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy during an operation seized 33 kg of Kerala Cannabis in 15 packages 

hidden inside a fishing hut in Paramunai Island, Kalpitiya. Reportedly, a group of smugglers brought the consignment to 

the fishing hut via sea routes. The stock of cannabis was handed over to the Kalpitiya Police for further investigation. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Saint Martin’s, Bangladesh/ 20 Sep 20.                                                              (Yaba Pills) 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that Bangladesh Coast Guard seized 500,000 Yaba pills and 

apprehended seven drug peddlers, including a Rohingya refugee, from a fishing boat off Saint 

Martin’s Island, Bangladesh. The consignment reportedly arrived off Bangladesh from Myanmar, 

and the officials conducted the raid based on a tip-off about the consignment.  
 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Udappuwa, Sri Lanka/ 21 Sep 20.                                                                            (Heroin) 

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman found a parcel believed to be containing brown sugar (heroin) worth USD 

5500 at Periyapaduwa Beach, Udappuwa. Reportedly, the parcel was wrapped in several polythene bags & cloth and with 

foreign logos on it. The parcel was handed over to the police and further action.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Payagala, Sri Lanka/ 22 Sep 20.                                                                            (Cocaine)   

On 22 Sep 20,  it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized a parcel of cocaine weighing 01 kg worth             

USD 54,000 off  Payagala, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the officials conducted the raid based on a tip-off about the 

consignment. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh/ 22 Sep 20.                                                                 (Yaba Pills)   

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) seized 350,000 Yaba 

pills in four plastic bags worth USD 1.1 million off Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.  The consignment 

reportedly arrived off Bangladesh from Myanmar through Naf river and the officials conducted 

the raid based on a tip-off about the consignment.  
 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Kemarong, Malaysia/ 26 Sep 20.                                                              (Syabu)   

On 26 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) foiled an attempt to smuggle 

56.5 kg of Syabu worth USD 02 million onboard a foreign fishing boat off Tanjung Kemarong, Langkawi. The two 

Comments.  Cocaine is a highly addictive and illegal stimulant that is made from the leaves of the coca plant, which is 

native to South America. Cocaine is rarely sold in its purest form, because producing it is a fairly labour-intensive 

process. It is a highly addictive stimulant drug and frequently encountered as a white powder. People use it by snorting 

it, rubbing it on the gums, injecting it, or smoking a rock form of it known as crack cocaine. 
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suspects reportedly jumped overboard after noticing the approaching MMEA patrol boats. The contraband was 

reportedly packed inside two black bags containing 51 Chinese tea packages. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Pesalai, Mannar/ 27 Sep 20.                                                           (Turmeric)   

On 27 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan authorities seized over 1,000 kg of turmeric inside a lorry parked at the 

Pesalai, Mannar. Reportedly, the haul of turmeric was smuggled into the country via sea routes. The seizure was handed 

over to local officials for investigation. 

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Irukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 28 Sep 20.                                         (Turmeric)   

On 28 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy seized over 952 kg of dried turmeric stuffed 

in 31 delivery sacks during a special operation conducted off Irukkulampiddi, Mannar. The 

authorities also apprehended the suspect in connection to the incident. Reportedly, the 

consignment of turmeric was smuggled into the country via sea routes. The seizure was taken 

under custody for further action.  
 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Hamad, Qatar/ 29 Sep 20.                                                                                     (Tobacco) 

 

On 29 Sep 20, the Customs authorities of Qatar (GAC) seized 1,653 kg of tambaku (a type of chewing tobacco) off the 

port of Hamad, Qatar. The authorities reported that the banned substance was found in 1,102 bags hidden in a shipment 

of cotton mattresses. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Mampuri, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                         (Cannabis)  

                                                    

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended one suspect with a small quantity 

of local Cannabis off Mampuri, Sri Lanka. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the custody of local 

authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Hambantota, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                        (Heroin) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended six suspects 

with a small quantity of heroin off Gabada, Hambantota. The suspects and the seizure were handed 

over to the custody of local authorities for further action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Thalaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                     (Heroin) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended one suspect with a small quantity 

of heroin off Thalaimannar, Sri Lanka. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Ja Ela, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                              (Cannabis) 

 

On 30 Sep 20,  it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended one suspect with 

a small quantity of Kerala Cannabis off Ja Ela, Sri Lanka. The suspect and the seizure were handed 

over to the custody of local authorities for further action. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. Kerala Cannabis (also known as Idukki Gold or Neela Chadayan) is the name given to a cannabis strain 

originating in Idukki, Kerala, India. It is internationally renowned as one of the best cannabis strains in Asia.
 
This is a 

hybrid strain of cannabis which includes 80 percent India and 20 percent foreign, probably Amsterdam. 

 

Contents 
 

 

https://news.navy.lk/assets/images/news/oparation_news/2020/September/2020_09_29_a/7.jpg
https://news.navy.lk/assets/images/news/oparation_news/2020/September/2020_09_29_a/3.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idukki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_strains


 17     

  

 

 

 

UNODC: Fighting Drug Trafficking in the Golden Triangle  

Drug trafficking has long been a problem in the Golden Triangle, the region where Thailand’s Chiang Rai meets 

Myanmar and Laos. According to UNODC, Thailand has made considerable progress in combating the opium trade 

over recent decades and represents global good practices. UNODC has a long-term partnership with the Thai 

government and other stakeholders to combat drug trafficking in the Golden Triangle and from the military base at 

Doi Chang Mub overlooking Myanmar, joint patrols are conducted on a regular basis to counter trafficking. 

However, as the opium trade has declined, the cross-border movement of synthetic drugs and particularly 

methamphetamine has grown substantially. 

 Link Between Developing and Fighting the Drug Trade 

 

The border regions between Thailand and its neighbours, along the Mekong River, have experienced a continuous 

expansion of drug production, trafficking and use, particularly of synthetic drugs, for the better part of a decade. In 

2019, seizures of harmful methamphetamine in East and Southeast Asia reached 140 tonnes, with the vast majority 

produced in Myanmar’s Shan State, just across the border from Thailand. With the rise of production in Myanmar, its 

borders with Thailand and Laos have become one of the most significant drug trafficking points in the world. 

 

 Billions in Illicit Profits  

 

It is estimated that drug production and trafficking in the region last year generated profits of at least USD 71 billion, 

with methamphetamine accounting for USD 61 billion, four times what it was six years ago. Today, the production 

and trafficking of methamphetamine is the financial backbone of transnational organised crime and the ethnic armed 

groups that they partner with for control of autonomous territories in Myanmar. In addition, despite record amounts 

of methamphetamine seizures, the supply has surged and the price of the drug has recently dropped to its lowest point 

in a decade. One methamphetamine tablet, known as “YABA” in Thailand and the Mekong region, currently costs 

only about 50 baht (USD 1.60) in the Northern area of Thailand, making the drug much more accessible to drug users 

or potential users. In part, as a result of the low street price and affordability, Thailand has seen a significant increase 

in use, particularly among youth.  

 

 Coordination and Education 

 

Border Liaison Offices supported by UNODC have been an important component in border management & control in 

the region, as well as a practical way to improve cross-border cooperation between authorities. Coordination efforts 

between police, customs, Army, Navy and border patrol police in the region have gathered and exchanged intelligence 

to take on organised criminal groups. Employing new technologies including X-ray devices, from hand-held to lorry-

sized machines, Thai authorities have new tools to be used against illicit trafficking, including of drugs and precursor 

chemicals-vital to countering the destructive trade. 

 

 Innovating for a Sustainable Future in the Golden Triangle 

 

Chiang Rai’s economy will probably remain largely based on agriculture, tourism and cross-border trade for the 

foreseeable future. In the agriculture and tourism sectors, innovative approaches are providing examples for a 

sustainable future. The Mayor of Chiang Rai City, for example, is promoting an approach that supports sustainable 

and chemical-free agriculture, connecting Chiang Rai’s farmers with schools, hospitals and export markets. Hill tribe 

villages have been encouraged, through civil society and social entrepreneurs, to move to alternative cash crops. 

More innovative support of this kind will help affected communities in Thailand, neighbouring countries and beyond, 

to move away from the drugs trade, towards sustainable livelihoods. The full article can be accessed on the following 

link: https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/09/1071192    
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IUU FISHING 
 

45 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Sep 20. This is the highest number of IUU 

incidents reported in a single month since Jan 20. This is about 30% increase from Aug 20 and is in-line with 

increased reporting of IUU incidents observed since Jun 20. This could be attributed to enhanced patrolling and 

proactive reporting of seizures by the enforcement agencies. The number of reported incidents of IUU fishing 

undertaken by local fishermen (36) in a single month is the highest in 2020. However, the nine reported incidents 

involving poaching by foreign fishermen, is the lowest percentage of foreign IUU fishing in a single month. In the 

month of Sep 20, the share of IUU fishing by foreign fishermen was 20% of the total IUU fishing, which is lower than 

the observed average of about 33% per month in 2020.  

Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in Sri Lanka (15) followed by Philippines (08), Bahrain 

(07), two each in Indonesia & Malaysia and one each in India and Oman. The arrests and subsequent legal action by 

the local agencies was aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, dynamite explosives and fishing 

outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing of banned species.  

Foreign IUU Fishing – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported 

in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.   

The Centre recorded seven incidents of apprehension of fishermen by maritime authorities in Bahrain for using 

trawl technique to catch shrimps, a banned technique in the country.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 01 Sep 20.                                                                                                             (Local)   

                                                 

On 01 Sep 20, the Coast Guard Police apprehended a boat with five fishermen onboard for engaging in prohibited fishing 

activities off Bahrain. Reportedly, the fishermen were apprehended for using the prohibited bottom trawl nets. It was 

reported that the boat attempted to flee on noticing the enforcement agencies. The police apprehended the crew and 

seized 180 kg of illegally caught shrimp. 
  

 IUU Fishing/ Off Norway Point, Sri Lanka/ 03 Sep 20.                                                                                (Local)   
 

On 03 Sep 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during a special operation 

conducted last week, apprehended 29 individuals for fishing illegally off Norway Point, 

Salpayaru, Nayaru, Black Point, Batticaloa lagoon and Thuduwa area. Reportedly, the 

officials also seized 11 fishing vessels and several other fishing gears. The fishermen were 

apprehended for unauthorised diving, using & storing banned fishing nets and practicing 

light course fishing. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Omon, Philippines/ 04 Sep 20.                                                                                (Local)  

    

On 04 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines maritime authorities in a joint seaborne 

operation, apprehended a fishing vessel F/B RONNALYN DIANE off Lower Omon, Philippines 

for fishing illegally in the waters of Lower Omon. The vessel was apprehended for engaging in 

seine fishing, a banned fishing method in the local waters. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Daanbantayan, Philippines/ 05 Sep 20.                                                                             (Local)     

On 05 Sep 20, the Philippines authorities apprehended 11 fishermen for illegally fishing and 

using unregistered fishing equipment in the waters off Daanbantayan, Philippines. Reportedly, 

the authorities also seized the catch and the gears from the apprehended fishermen. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kudat, Malaysia/ 05 Sep 20.                                                                                           (Foreign)     

On 05 Sep 20, Malaysian Maritime Authorities apprehended a foreign fishing vessel with eight foreign crew members 

onboard for illegally fishing off Kudat, Sabah Malaysia. The apprehended fishermen alongwith the vessel were handed 

over to the custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tumpat, Malaysia/ 06 Sep 20.                                                                                          (Local)     

On 06 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities detained a class C local fishing vessel registered in the state of Pahang 

with a skipper and four foreign crew members onboard for violating license conditions off Tumpat waters. According to 

the rules, class C boats for Kelantan waters can only catch fish at a distance of 12 nm and above. The authorities also 

seized 500 kg of fish catch worth USD 600. The boat and the crew were handed over to the authorities for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 07 Sep 20.                                                                                                             (Local) 

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that several boats were apprehended by the authorities while 

fishing using the banned trawling nets in the sea off Bahrain. The apprehended boats and crew 

were directed to sail to Sitra beach, Bahrain. Reportedly, three vehicles, four personnel and 

1880 kg of shrimps were seized by the authorities. Legal procedures were taken, and the case 

was referred to the Public Prosecution. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia/ 07 Sep 20.                                                                             (Foreign) 

On 07 Sep 20, two foreign fishing vessels with 26 foreign crew members onboard and 02 skippers, were apprehended by 

the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for encroaching and fishing illegally in the state waters off Pulau 

Tioman, Malaysia. The authorities seized the vessels for fishing illegally in the waters of Malaysia. It was reported that 

the boats were laden with three tonnes of fish catch. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 08 Sep 20.                                                                        (Foreign) 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 27 crew members onboard two foreign fishing 

vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew members alongwith the 

vessels were taken under custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kasa Island, Indonesia/ 08 Sep 20.                                                                               (Foreign) 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three foreign fishermen in the waters of Kasa 

Island, Indonesia for engaging in illegal fishing. The suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the authorities 

for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Vinzon, Philippines/ 09 Sep 20.                                                                                         (Local) 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended twelve unlicensed crew members onboard a 

commercial fishing vessel off Vinzon, Philippines. The fishermen were apprehended for using modified Danish seine 

fishing techniques. The crew members were handed over to the custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tolosa, Philippines/ 09 Sep 20.                                                                                         (Local) 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended a fisherman and a fishing vessel for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Tolosa, Philippines. The fisherman was found to be using an active and unlicensed fishing gear within the 

municipal waters. The apprehended personnel and the seizure is under custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Batticaloa, Sri Lanka/ 10 Sep 20.                     (Local) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy in separate incidents, apprehended 12 

personnel and seized seven fishing vessels, unauthorised fishing nets & other fishing gear 

for engaging in illegal fishing off Batticaloa and Mannar. The apprehended personnel and 

the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Narathiwat Province, Thailand/ 10 Sep 20.                                                                  (Foreign) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that Thailand authorities apprehended 11 foreign fishermen onboard two foreign fishing 

vessels for illegally fishing off Narathiwat Province, Thailand. Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the seizure were 

handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Davao Oriental, Philippines/ 10 Sep 20.                                                                            (Local) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities during an operation seized four fishing boats engaged in 

illegal fishing in the waters between Samal and  Davao Oriental, Philippines. The suspects and boats were taken under 

custody for further investigation. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 10 Sep 20.                                                                            (Local) 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that MMEA apprehended six fishermen onboard a fishing vessel for illegally fishing off 

Kuala Kemaman, Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the 

authorities for further action. 

 



 21     

  

 IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 13 Sep 20.                                                                                                        (Local)  

    

On 13 Sep 20, it was reported that in two separate incidents, the Bahrain Coast Guard 

authorities seized 620 kg of shrimps caught illegally using banned trawling nets. Reportedly, 

seven fishermen were apprehended alongwith the seized catch. Legal procedures were taken, 

and the case was referred to the Public Prosecution.  
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Indah, Malaysia/ 14 Sep 20.                                                                                 (Foreign) 

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended one foreign fishing 

vessel with 11 foreign fishermen onboard off Pulau Indah. The boat and the fishermen were 

apprehended for engaging in illegal fishing activities in the Malaysian EEZ. Reportedly, the 

suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.  
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Karana, Bahrain/ 16 Sep 20.                                                                                              (Local)     

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that the Bahrain Coast Guard apprehended 180 kg shrimps caught illegally using banned 

trawling nets off Karana, Bahrain. Legal procedures were taken, and the case was referred to the Public Prosecution. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Vankalai, Sri Lanka/ 16 Sep 20.                                                                                        (Local)  

 

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended five personnel who were using 

diving techniques without a valid license and fishing illegally off Vankalai, Sri Lanka. The officials also seized two 

dinghies and several diving gears which were used by the apprehended personnel.  
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 16 Sep 20.                                                                                 (Local) 

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended 25 personnel 

engaged in illegal fishing off Talaimannar, Kuduirrippu and Palleimunai. Along with the suspects, six 

dinghies, unauthorised nets and over 1,750 kg of illegally caught fish were also seized by the officials. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Sampoor, Sri Lanka/ 16 Sep 20.                                                                                        (Local) 

On 16 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during a coordinated operation apprehended two suspects with 17 

water gel sticks used for illegal fishing off Sampoor, Sri Lanka. The accused alongwith the seized items were handed 

over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 17 Sep 20.                                                                                 (Local) 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that four fishermen were apprehended by the Philippines authorities for using a banned air 

compressor technique for fishing in the waters off Barangay Cawit, Zamboanga. The suspects were fined USD 250 and 

their wooden fishing boat was confiscated. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Pattani Province, Thailand/ 17 Sep 20.                                                                        (Foreign) 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that Thailand authorities apprehended ten foreign fishermen onboard two foreign fishing 

vessels off Pattani, Thailand. The fishermen were apprehended for engaging in illegal fishing in the Thailand EEZ. 

Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the vessels were handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Riau Island, Indonesia/ 19 Sep 20.                                                                                 (Foreign) 

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that Indonesian authorities apprehended two foreign fishing vessels in the 

North Natuna Sea off Riau Islands. The vessels were apprehended for engaging in illegal fishing using banned nets in the 

Indonesian waters. Reportedly, upon being noticed by the authorities, the two ships split up and attempted to escape. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 20 Sep 20.                                                                                           (Local) 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that Tamil Nadu Marine Police foiled an attempt to smuggle 750 kg of sea cucumbers, 

hidden in gunny bags among sacks of turmeric off the coast of Tamil Nadu. The consignment was allegedly being 

smuggled to a foreign country using an unregistered boat off Pamban, Tamil Nadu. Reportedly, three personnel were 

apprehended alongwith the consignment, which was estimated to be worth USD 68,000.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Northern Samar, Philippines/ 20 Sep 20.                                                                         (Local) 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized explosives worth USD 

72,000 and raw materials used for illegal blast fishing off San Isidro, Northern Samar. The 

officials reportedly seized 34 kg of trinitrotoluene, 25,000 pieces of blasting caps, and 3.5 mtr 

of detonating cord. The seized explosives and raw materials were handed over to the custody 

for onward action. The recovered items are the primary components in making improvised 

dynamite allegedly used in illegal blast fishing.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Balai, Indonesia/ 21 Sep 20.                                                                               (Local) 

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that Indonesian authorities apprehended one foreign fishing vessel and four local 

fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Tanjung Balai, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects and the vessels were 

handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

  IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 21 Sep 20.                                                                                                            (Local) 

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that the  Bahrain Coast Guard apprehended four personnel and seized  165 kg of shrimps 

off Bahrain. Reportedly, the shrimps were caught illegally using banned trawls (KUFA). Legal procedures were taken, 

and the case was referred to the Public Prosecution. 

Guidelines for Trawling in Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman by Iran 

 

Trawling fishing imposes a serious threat to the environment, as the fishing nets have very small holes, which do not 

allow the small fish to escape. While it may generate high income in the short term, but in the long term it will cause 

irreparable damage to the marine resources. In some cases trawling is inevitable, like shrimp fishing, so there is a 

need to carry out trawling in certain ways by reducing the damage to the marine ecosystem. It is estimated that each 

time the trawl net is pulled, about 5 to 25 percent of the seabed living environment is lost. The Department of 

Environment (DOE) of Iran in cooperation with the Fisheries Organisation developed the following guidelines for 

trawling in the Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman:-   

 The instructions specify the area and time permitted for vessels to engage in trawling.  

 Vessels would be penalised for trawling outside the specified time and place. Online monitoring systems would be 

installed on the vessels for monitoring. If these systems are turned off, heavy penalties for the vessel would be 

considered, such as revocation of the license. The full article can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/452408/Guidelines-for-trawling-in-Persian-Gulf-Sea-of-Oman-prepared 

     

 

C-BOBBY – A  Possible Solution to Detect Blast Fishing 

Blast fishing is an act of using explosives underwater to kill entire schools of fish with shock waves. It has been a 

widespread problem in the Philippines for decades. Although a few fishermen make some quick money, from the first 

blast at a fresh site, it is not good in the long term, especially for corals and other sea life. Several fishermen engaging 

in blast fishing use homemade explosives, often at the risk of losing fingers and limbs. The Philippines authorities have 

tried many tactics to deter the activity and C-BOBBY is one amongst them. It is an underwater explosion detecting 

robot to detect blast fishing activity and triangulate the location to inform the local authorities. This system works by 

analysing the audio spectrum and looks for transient changes from the ambient background noise levels. It analyses 

duration and the frequencies recorded to decide whether there was an explosion or not.  

Comments.  As per a report accessed by the Centre, as much as 27,000 kg of dry, wet, and live sea cucumbers 

estimated to be worth USD 3.9 million have been seized from the country over the past five years. The high market 

value of the species make it a lucrative option for the illicit operators.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Ras Zuweid, Bahrain/ 23 Sep 20.                                                                                     (Local) 

On 23 Sep 20,  it was reported that the  Bahrain Coast Guard seized  700 kg of shrimps in two 

separate incidents off the coast of  Ras Zuweid Bahrain. Reportedly,  the shrimps were caught 

illegally using banned trawling nets.  Legal procedures were taken, and the case was referred to 

the Public Prosecution.  
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 23 Sep 20.                                                                                       (Foreign) 

On 23 Sep 20, it was reported that MMEA apprehended five foreign fishermen in the waters off Tok Bali, Kelantan, 

Malaysia for catching sea cucumbers illegally. The officials reportedly seized about 250 kg of sea cucumbers, a boat and 

some fishing equipment. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 24 Sep 20.                                                                          (Local) 

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy apprehended a suspect for illegally harvesting over 

724 kg of sea cucumbers during a search operation conducted off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka. The 

apprehended person and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for onward investigation.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 24 Sep 20.                                                           (Local)                             

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy apprehended 10 personnel and seized two dinghies during a search 

operation, for engaging in illegal fishing in the sea areas off the Talaimannar Lighthouse, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

fishermen were using banned fishing nets and were without valid passes. The apprehended personnel and their gears 

were handed over to the authorities for onward investigation.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Talayaddi, Sri Lanka/ 24 Sep 20.                                                                                     (Local)                             

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three personnel for engaging in illegal diving activities 

for harvesting sea cucumbers off Talayaddi, Sri Lanka. The officials seized one dinghy, 13 illegally harvested sea 

cucumbers and several fishing gears. The apprehended personnel and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for 

onward investigations. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Soththupitiya, Sri Lanka/ 24 Sep 20.                                       (Local) 

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three personnel and seized two dinghies for engaging in 

the illegal fishing practice of trawling off Soththupitiya Fishing Point, Sri Lanka. Along with the suspects, over 59 kg of 

illegally caught fish were also seized by the Navy. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 24 Sep 20.                                                                      (Local) 

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy apprehended nine personnel during a 

search operation for engaging in illegal fishing in the sea areas off the Round Island & 

Coconut Point in Trincomalee and in the sea area off Kaththankudi. Reportedly, the 

fishermen were using unauthorised fishing nets and were without a valid license. The 

apprehended personnel and their gears were handed over to the authorities for further 

investigations.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Nabih Saleh, Bahrain/ 25 Sep 20.                                                                      (Local) 

On 25 Sep 20,  it was reported that the  Bahrain Coast Guard seized a vehicle  loaded with 240  kg of shrimps off the 

coast of Nabih Saleh, Bahrain.  Reportedly, the shrimps were caught illegally using banned trawling nets. Legal 

procedures were taken, and the case was referred to the Public Prosecution. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Matara, Sri Lanka/ 25 Sep 20.                                                                      (Local) 

On 25 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Coast Guard seized about 4540 kg of illegally harvested sea cucumber 

onboard a suspicious fishing vessel, during a search conducted at Kudawella fishery harbour off Matara. In addition, 

seven suspects were also apprehended in connection with this incident. The apprehended personnel alongwith with the 

haul of sea cucumber, fishing vessel and fishing gear were handed over to the Fisheries Inspector of Kudawella for 

further investigation. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Jakarta, Indonesia/ 27 Sep 20.                                          (Local) 

On 27 Sep 20, it was reported that the Marine Affairs and Fisheries Ministry, Jakarta seized two fishing boats               

MV HASIL MELIMPAH II and MV SAWUNG JAYA for using banned trawling nets to catch fish in the waters of Seribu 

Islands off Jakarta's Northern coast.  Reportedly, the boats were handed over to the custody for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Al Wusta, Oman/ 28 Sep 20.                                                                      (Local) 

On 28 Sep 20,  it was reported that  Oman authorities foiled an illegal fishing operation and seized 300 kg of the Al 

Sharkha fish off the Al Wusta governorate, Oman. Reportedly, the fish were caught during the off season. Legal 

procedures were taken, and the case was referred to the Public Prosecution. 

 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off East Coast, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                                    (Local) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy during an operation apprehended 32 personnel for 

engaging in illegal fishing off the Eastern Coast of Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the officials seized six 

dinghies, over 500 kg of illegally caught fish and unauthorised fishing nets alongwith the suspects.  
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Wankaleipaduthe, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                        (Local) 

      

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy during an operation apprehended two personnel for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Wankaleipaduthe, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the officials also seized one dinghy and 11 illegally harvested sea 

cucumbers alongwith the suspects. The apprehended personnel and the seizure was handed over to the authorities for 

further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                          (Local) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended a suspect for possession of 247 

conch shells and over 625 kg of illegally harvested sea cucumber off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the suspect 

and seizure were handed over to the custody for further action. 

 

 

 

 

 

Oman Implements Ban on Fishing for Two Months (15 Aug – 15 Oct 20) 

The Government of Oman implemented a ban on fishing in the waters from 15 Aug 20, which marked the beginning of 

breeding season. The ban imposed by the authorities lasts two months and ends on 15 Oct 20. The purpose of the ban 

is to preserve the stock of fish and to regulate the fishing process, in order to achieve a balance between the stock and 

catch. In preparation for the implementation of the ban, the authorities of the Sultanate, carried out guidance and 

awareness activities through various means to raise awareness among fishermen, transporters, companies and 

institutions. On the other hand, the ministry prepared a monitoring program to follow up the implementation of the 

ban decision and to take legal action against violators. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Daanbantayan, Philippines/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                            (Local) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Daanbantayan authorities apprehended six fishermen, including 

four minors for engaging in illegal fishing off Daanbantayan, Cebu. The fishermen were reportedly 

using the Danish seine method in the waters off Carnaza Island, Daanbantayan. The fishermen and 

the catch were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Chundikulam, Sri Lanka/ 30 Sep 20.                                                                               (Local) 

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended six personnel for engaging in illegal 

diving activities for harvesting sea cucumbers off Chundikulam, Sri Lanka. Along with the suspects, two dinghies, 54 

illegally harvested sea cucumbers and several diving gears were also seized by the Navy. 

 

 Ban on Danish Seine fishing method in Philippines waters 

Hulbot-hulbot or Danish Seine are fishing methods that cause large scale destruction of coral reefs and are thus 

prohibited in Philippines. Danish Seine are active gears consisting of a conical net with a pair of wings. The gear is 

deployed with one end of a weighted rope attached to an anchor buoy. As the vessel sweeps in a large circle the rope is 

deployed sinking to the bottom, followed by the Danish seine net and another weighted rope until the vessel returns to 

the anchor buoy. These gears have been proven to destroy marine habitats and are banned by the Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) - Philippines. 

New Fishing Vessel Safety Publication Launched by IMO 

Joining forces to shape the fishery sector of tomorrow is the newly launched publication prepared by International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO), International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) on 03 Sep 20. The new brochure will help promote safe and decent work in fisheries through the application of 

international standards.   

The publication provides an overview of the four main international binding fisheries conventions/ agreements that 

promote the safety of fishing vessels, safety of fishers, training of fishers and responsible & safe fisheries operations.   

Guidance for policy and decision-makers in the fisheries, maritime, and labour sectors is also provided with a view to 

encourage the ratification and implementation of the above-mentioned fisheries instruments.   

As fishing remains one of the most dangerous professions in the world, the sector needs to change to become more 

sustainable. This publication aims to support governments in achieving their commitments towards Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG), promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work for all. The publication can be accessed on the following link: 

http://www.imo.org/en/Mediacentre/WhatsNew/Pages/default.aspx  
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                     IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

42 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Sep 20. This is the highest number of incidents 

recorded in a month since Jan 20 and had bettered the previous high of 36 incidents reported in Aug 20. This is the 

second consecutive month which witnessed bettering of the previous high of reported incidents in a single month. 

This is a 160% increase from May 20 and 120% increase from Jun 20, which could be attributable to the favourable 

weather conditions in Mediterranean, opening of sea ports post lifting of lockdowns imposed due to COVID-19 and 

increased monitoring of incidents off Mayotte & Malaysia. 17 incidents were reported in Mediterranean, 10 each off 

Mayotte & Malaysia, three off Oman and one each off Indonesia & Vietnam.   

Enforcement by Malaysia – As seen in the previous months, the reported incidents of apprehension of illegal 

migrants by Malaysian authorities continued to be higher than the first quarter of 2020. 10 reported incidents, is the 

highest thus far in a single month in 2020.  The increased apprehension and reporting may be attributable to Op 

BENTENG by the Malaysian authorities.  

Rohingya Migration – One incident involving Rohingya migrants was reported in Sep 20 and 297 migrants landed at 

Aceh Indonesia. As per reports, the migrants spent about five months at sea and are believed to be part of a large 

group (over 500) that sailed from Bangladesh. The Rohingya boats that reached the shores of Indonesia and 

Malaysia in Jun 20 are also believed to be a part of this group.  

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were off Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Spain, 

Tunisia and Turkey. The Centre recorded a 50% increase in the region as compared to Aug 20. As per IOM 

reports, a sharp rise in crossings has been observed along the Central Mediterranean route,  since May 20.   
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Zakynthos, Greece/ 01 Sep 20.   

On 01 Sep 20, it was reported that a broken sailing yacht with 74 migrants and two smugglers onboard were rescued after 

a distress signal off Zakynthos, Greece. Reportedly, the smugglers of foreign nationality were apprehended by the 

authorities for engaging in illegal human migration. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 01 Sep 20.   

On 01 Sep 20, the Italian flagged tug ASSO 29 rescued 18 migrants from the sea when the small boat on which they were 

adrift overturned a few miles South of the Sabratha platform off Libya. They were taken to Pozzallo, Italy. Three 

migrants were reported missing after the incident. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 02 Sep 20.   

On 02 Sep 20, the authorities in Mayotte apprehended a kwassa-kwassa-type boat with 33 irregular migrants onboard 

South West of the M'tsamboro island, Mayotte. Reportedly, three migrants required medical aid and were assisted by the 

authorities. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Sifah, Oman/ 02 Sep 20.   

On 02 Sep 20, it was reported that Oman’s Coast Guard apprehended 27 personnel attempting 

to enter the country illegally. The illegal migrants of different Asian nationalities were arrested 

onboard a smuggling boat off the beach of  Al Sifah in the governorate of Muscat.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tanjung Lompat, Malaysia/ 02 Sep 20.   

On 02 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended four crew members 

and 21 illegal immigrants onboard two boats off Tanjung Lompat Beach, Malaysia. Reportedly, 

the officials detected the movement of two suspicious boats entering Malaysian waters and 

attempting to disembark and pick up illegal immigrants off Tanjung Lompat.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa, Italy/ 03 Sep 20.   

On 03 Sep 20, it was reported that a small boat with 70 illegal migrants onboard was rescued by the 

patrol boat of the harbour master’s office off Lampedusa, Southern Italy. The boat alongwith the 

rescued personnel was reportedly brought to the commercial pier on the island of Lampedusa. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lebanon/ 04 Sep 20.   

On 04 Sep 20, it was reported that 123 migrants onboard four boats arrived in Cyprus from Lebanon and Syria in the past 

few days off the Eastern Mediterranean. Reportedly, 50 of the migrants landed in a UN-controlled buffer zone separating 

the Turkish Cypriot North and Greek Cypriot South of the island. Four of those onboard were detained on suspicion of 

illegal human smuggling. A further 21 migrants were observed to be adrift off the South-East coast of Cyprus due to 

mechanical failure. Three women and nine children onboard the faulty vessel were safely evacuated to a Cypriot hospital 

as a precaution. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Comments.  As per some independent analysts, September, October, and November are the prime months for boats 

leaving Lebanon to attempt the 50 nm crossing to Cyprus because of the calm weather. The number of such boats 

attempting the crossing has risen rapidly in the month of Aug 20, which could possibly be linked to the economic 

hardships due to COVID-19 pandemic.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 05 Sep 20. 

On 05 Sep 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte apprehended one kwassa-kwassa-type boat, with 10 illegal 

migrants onboard off Mayotte. A woman in need of medical assistance was provided necessary care by the rescue 

services on her arrival. The interception took place about 09 nm NorthEast of Dzaoudzi, Mayotte. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 06 Sep 20. 

On 06 Sep 20, it was reported that three migrants who were rescued from the waters off Tunisia, by a Denmark flagged 

tanker MAERSK ETIENNE in Aug 20, jumped overboard possibly due to prolonged stay onboard the vessel. The three 

migrants were rescued by the tanker crew and were taken onboard the vessel. The vessel rescued 27 migrants on            

04 Aug 20, and remained at anchorage off Malta since 05 Aug 20, as she was denied entry to disembark the rescued 

migrants.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 07 Sep 20.   

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that a wooden boat with 297 Rohingya refugees (102 men, 181 women and 14 children) 

onboard arrived at the coast of Aceh, Northern Sumatra, Indonesia, after drifting at sea for five months. The boat was 

reportedly headed to Malaysia. During the long journey, 30 people reportedly died and were thrown into the sea. 

Survivors were evacuated to a centre in Sumatra post disembarkation from the boat. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 08 Sep 20. 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of one kwassa-kwassa-type boat 

with three illegal migrants onboard. The migrants alongwith the boats were handed over to the authorities for further 

action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 08 Sep 20. 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 28 migrants attempting to leave Indonesia and 

enter Malaysia off  Bandar Penawar, Johor, Malaysia. The apprehended migrants were handed over to the authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 09 Sep 20. 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that two expatriates were apprehended by the Oman Coast Guard for smuggling illegal 

migrants off North Al Batinah, Oman. They were reportedly smuggling two migrants of Asian origin onboard a boat off 

the coast of Wilayat Sohar. They were handed over to Sohar Police Station for further legal procedures. 

Update 

 

As per open source reports, on 11 Sep 20, MAERSK ETIENNE, transferred the rescued migrants to an NGO ship 

MARE JONIO. The transfer was conducted at Malta anchaorge and thereafter, the NGO ship entered a port in Italy to 

disembark the migrants. Reportedly, MT MAERSK ETIENNE remained at anchorage off Malta for 38 days, from      

05 Aug 20 to 11 Sep 20.  

 

Comments. As per an IOM report, the group was believed to be a part of more than 500 Rohingya migrants, that 

originally left Bangladesh on a larger boat. The large group reportedly, departed Bangladesh on a mothership and 

later, the migrants were split into smaller groups and shifted to small boats for landing at the destination shores.  It is 

believed that the two boats that arrived off the shores of Langkawi, Malaysia (with 269 migrants) & Aceh, Indonesia 

(with 99 migrants), on 08 Jun 20 and 24 Jun 20 repectively were also part of the large group. This group that landed 

in Aceh on 07 Sep 20 had spent the longest time at sea because of movement/ entry restrictions due to COVID-19. 

Earlier, a group of Acehnese fishermen rescued several migrants and the local officials therafter, agreed to the arrival 

of the refugees. The continued presence and movement of small over crowded boats in the Andaman Sea and Strait 

of Malacca, even during the monsoon highlights the economic difficulties and the willingness of the migrants to 

risk their lives in search of better livelihood.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Quang Binh, Vietnam/ 10 Sep 20. 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that the Vietnamese authorities apprehended two suspects for allegedly smuggling 17 

Vietnamese citizens to Indonesia onboard a small boat before crossing the sea to Australia, charging USD 15,000-30,000 

each. Due to the impact of the COVID-19 and lack of a big boat, six of the 17 gave up the chance of proceeding to 

Australia and returned home. However, the remaining agreed to take a small boat to reach Australia, but it broke down 

and drifted into East Timorese waters, where it was seized. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Cartagena, Spain/ 11 Sep 20.   

On 11 Sep 20, it was reported that the Spanish authorities apprehended two Algerian personnel for smuggling 79 

Algerians onboard a fishing boat from Algeria to Cartagena, Spain. The migrants and boat were taken under custody by 

the authorities for further investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 11 Sep 20. 

On 11 Sep 20, The SSA CP in Mayotte apprehended one kwassa-kwassa-type boat, with 21 illegal migrants onboard and 

one suspected smuggler. Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the boat were handed over to the authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 13 Sep 20. 

On 13 Sep 20, it was reported that SSA CP in Mayotte apprehended three kwassa-kwassa-type boats, with 44 illegal 

migrants and three suspected smugglers onboard. Reportedly, the suspects alongwith the boats were handed over to the 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 13 Sep 20.   

On 13 Sep 20, it was reported that in three separate incidents, the Turkish authorities apprehended 22 migrant smugglers 

alongwith five inflatable boats, 14 life jackets, documents, cash and nine vehicles used for smuggling. Further, 157 

undocumented migrants from several countries were also apprehended in the operation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kota Tinggi, Malaysia/ 13 Sep 20.   

On 13 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 25 Indonesian migrants attempting to enter/ 

leave Malaysia illegally by sea routes off Bandar Penawar, Kota Tinggi, Johor. The apprehended personnel were taken 

under custody for further investigation. 

 

 

Comments. Reportedly, since 2015, Australia has returned 113 Vietnamese nationals from three vessels intercepted at 

sea.  

 

  The pandemic has driven unprecedented shifts in human-smuggling patterns to Mayotte 

 

As per a report published by Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised Crime (GI-TOC), since 1975, when 

the Union of Comoros gained independence, but Mayotte voted to remain part of France, a large number of 

Comorians have used the services of human smugglers to reach Mayotte in search of a better quality of life. More 

recently, a far smaller number of Malagasy and Central African migrants have also been smuggled to Mayotte, with 

many hoping to claim asylum or obtain French visas. The coronavirus pandemic initially caused a drastic reduction in 

the former and an almost complete stop in the latter. While the irregular movement of Comorians to Mayotte as of  

Jun 20 has returned to – or even exceeded – pre-pandemic levels, arrivals of continental Africans, who rely on air 

travel for part of their journey, remain low. The pandemic’s effect on these smuggling routes sheds insight into trends 

emerging across the region.The full article can be accessed on the following link:-  
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Civil-Society-Observatory-of-Illicit-Economies-in-Eastern-

and-Southern-Africa-Risk-Bulletin-9.pdf 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Klang, Malaysia/ 14 Sep 20.   

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 77 Indonesian migrants who attempted to enter 

Malaysia illegally through the waters off Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, four migrants were sent to a hospital on suspicion 

of being COVID-19-positive, and the rest were taken under custody for onward investigation. 

                 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Morocco/ 14 Sep 20.   

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that the Morocco Coast Guard apprehended 168 migrants attempting to cross the Western 

Mediterranean from Morocco to Spain with makeshift crafts (including jet-skis and kayaks). The migrants were 

reportedly returned to Morocco. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Crete, Greece/ 15 Sep 20.   

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that maritime authorities of Greece rescued 56 illegal migrants during a rescue operation 

that was initiated based on information about a boat that sank off the Southern Greek island of Crete. Reportedly, three 

illegal migrants (two children and a woman) lost their lives in the incident. The authorities reported that the details of the 

boat are unknown, including the exact number of migrants. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sabratha, Libya/ 15 Sep 20.   

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued three boats carrying migrants off Libya. Reportedly, 

one of the three boats capsized in which about 24 personnel are believed to have drowned or missing. The authorities 

recovered two bodies and the remaining are likely to have been killed in the incident. About 45 migrants from the boats 

were returned to the shore.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Palermo, Italy/ 17 Sep 20.   

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that 76 migrants were rescued after they jumped overboard 

the Spanish flagged NGO ship OPEN ARMS off Palermo, Italy, in an attempt to reach the 

coast of Sicily, Italy. The ship was reportedly not permitted to enter the port in that area. 

She was accommodating about 280 migrants, much more than its capacity. The Italian 

Coastguard and the nearby NGO ship SEA-WATCH 4 pulled all migrants from the water.  
 

 

Comments. Morocco is a key transit route for migrants from sub-Saharan Africa attempting to reach the European 

Union, in particular Spain. Migrants often use the Strait of Gibraltar, which at its narrowest point separates Europe 

from the African continent by only 06 nm. The number of migrants who tried to reach the Spanish coast via the 

Western Mediterranean, meanwhile, fell by more than half during the first eight months of this year compared with the 

same period in 2019. According to EU external border, a total of 8,200 migrants made the irregular sea crossing from 

Jan-Aug 20. Algerian nationals accounted for nearly two-thirds of them, followed by Moroccans. In Jun 20, Morocco's 

Navy intercepted nearly 100 migrants on several makeshift boats in the Mediterranean who were reportedly traveling 

toward Spain. Last year, Moroccan law enforcement officials said they stopped around 74,000 irregular crossing 

attempts to Spain. 

 

Morocco receives aid money from the EU to stop migrants from reaching European soil. It is also known for 

returning migrants it intercepts back to sub-Saharan countries. NGOs, including Amnesty International, have 

criticized Morocco's handling of migrants and refugees, with some accusing the country of violating human 

rights. 

 

 

Comments. Open Arms is a Spanish NGO involvd in search and rescue (SAR) at sea. Set up in Oct 15, it carried out 

its first rescue action that same month from its base on the Greek island of Lesbos. As well as maintaining a permanent 

base on Lesbos, the NGO carries out its rescue operations from three ships, a sailing yacht ASTRAL, the GOLFO 

AZZURRO and OPEN ARMS. 

 

 

 

Comments. Greece's Aegean Sea islands are often the destination for thousands of asylum-seekers and migrants from 

the Middle East, Africa and Asia who cross from the nearby Turkish coast in hopes of finding a better life in the 

European Union. But as per open source reports, on some occasions, smuggling gangs route yachts South of Crete to 

head for Italy. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/25474/almost-100-migrants-intercepted-by-moroccan-navy
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/09/morocco-relentless-crackdown-on-thousands-of-sub-saharan-migrants-and-refugees-is-unlawful/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NGO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_and_rescue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesbos
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sabak Bernam, Malaysia/ 17 Sep 20.   

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended 28 Indonesians (including 14 women and 14 men) 

who attempted to enter Malaysia off the coast of Sabak Bernam, Malaysia. Reportedly, they were dropped by a boat off 

the coast and were being assisted by two permanent residents (Indonesians) to enter into the country. Two MPVs and a 

car were also apprehended alongwith the migrants. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 17 Sep 20.  

 
On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ, Mayotte apprehended three kwassa-kwassa-type boats, with 56 illegal 

migrants onboard, and two suspected smugglers off Mayotte. The suspects alongwith boats were handed over to the 

custody for further action. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 19 Sep 20.   

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that the Tunisian Coast Guard apprehended 246 migrants 

onboard 19 boats off Sfax, Tunisia, attempting to migrate from Libya to Europe. 

Reportedly, 217 migrants were from Tunisia and the rest were from other countries. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 19 Sep 20.   

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended 128 migrants onboard rubber boats off the 

Western Coast of Libya. The Libyan CG handed over the illegal immigrants to the concerned authorities in Tripoli. The 

migrants were reported to be rendered with humanitarian assistance upon arrival in Libya. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 19 Sep 20.   

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that the German rescue ship ALAN KURDI rescued 133 

migrants onboard three different boats, stranded in the Southern Mediterranean Sea off 

Libya. Initially, the vessel rescued an overloaded rubber dinghy with 90 migrants onboard. 

After the first rescue mission, the vessel rescued 24 migrants onboard a wooden boat 

stranded at sea. Amongst the 114 rescued, there were eight minors and eight women. In the 

third rescue mission, the vessel picked up another 19 migrants onboard a fishing boat. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 20 Sep 20.   

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that dead bodies of six immigrants (two men and four women) from Indonesia were found 

on the shore of Bandar Penawar, Malaysia. Passers-by stumbled on the dead bodies and informed the authorities. The 

victims reportedly attempted to enter Malaysia illegally via sea routes and were washed away by strong currents while 

disembarking their boat before drowning. The authorities apprehended other six Indonesian men at about half-a-mile 

away from the scene, believed to be a part of the same group. However, the total number of migrants who were onboard 

is still not known. The six survivors were handed over to the Immigration department and the six dead bodies were sent 

to a hospital for onward action.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Pulau Aman, Malaysia/ 21 Sep 20.   

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that the MMEA officials apprehended four foreign workers onboard an unnumbered fish 

cage in the waters off Pulau Aman, Malaysia. The apprehended personnel were reported to be Myanmar nationals and 

failed to submit identification documents & valid work permits. The case was investigated under the Immigration Act 

1959/63, Section 6 (1) (c) for living in Malaysia without a valid pass or permit. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Malaysia/ 21 Sep 20.   

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that the MMEA officials apprehended 75 illegal migrants, five smugglers and two boat 

skippers during inspections conducted at sea as part of OP BENTENG off  Malaysia. Reportedly, four vehicles were also 

seized alongwith the personnel. 

https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2020/09/21/Tunisia-s-coastguards-pick-up-246-migrants-at-sea-in-a-single-night
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2020/09/21/Tunisia-s-coastguards-pick-up-246-migrants-at-sea-in-a-single-night
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Murcia, Spain/ 21 Sep 20.   

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that the Spanish Maritime Rescue vessels rescued 170 Algerian migrants (including five 

children) onboard 13 small boats off the coast of Murcia, Spain. Reportedly, the migrants were taken to Cartagena before 

being handed over to the respective authorities for medical assistance. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 23 Sep 20.   

On 23 Sep 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 119 migrants at sea onboard two rubber boats off the 

coast of Libya. Reportedly, the migrants departed from Sabratha, Eastern Tripoli and Al Khums, Western Tripoli. 

UNHCR and International Rescue Committee (IRC) were at the disembarkation point in Tripoli to provide medical 

assistance to the rescued migrants. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 23 Sep 20.  

 
On 23 Sep 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ, Mayotte seized a kwassa-kwassa-type boat with 19 illegal migrants 

onboard and one suspected smuggler. The suspect alongwith the boat was handed over to the authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bagan Datuk, Malaysia/ 23 Sep 20.  

 
On 23 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

apprehended 13 foreign citizens for not having a valid passport and work permit during an 

operation in the waters of Bagan Datuk, Malaysia. The suspects were handed over to the authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sabah, Malaysia/ 24 Sep 20.  

                                                           

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities stopped 115 migrants who were attempting to enter into 

Sabah’s East coast via sea routes. Reportedly, the migrants were onboard long boats (JUNGKONG) and speedboats. The 

apprehended personnel alongwith the boats were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 25 Sep 20.   

On 25 Sep 20, it was reported that 22 migrants were rescued off the coast of Libya after a boat sank while attempting to 

cross the Mediterranean. Reportedly, the sinking resulted in the death of three migrants while 13 are reported missing. 

IOM staff reportedly provided medical assistance to the 22 survivors from the boat and brought them to shore using 

fishing vessels. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 26 Sep 20.   

On 26 Sep 20, it was reported that the SSA CP in Mayotte coordinated the interception of two kwassa-kwassa-type boats, 

with a total of 24 irregular migrants and two suspected smugglers. The suspects alongwith the boats were handed over to 

the authorities for further investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. As per IOM reports, since Jan 20, arrival of migrats at Spain has been lower than normal,which could 

possibly due to closure of borders due to COVID-19. However, the recent weeks had witnessed an upsurge in activity. 

Another possible reason could be the drop in attempted crossings from Morocco. The first eight months of 2020 

witnessed over 10500 arrivals at Spain as compared to about 14000 in 2019.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 27 Sep 20.   

On 27 Sep 20, it was reported that the SSA CP in Mayotte coordinated the interception of a kwassa-kwassa-type boat 

with a total of 25 illegal migrants and an alleged smuggler. The suspect alongwith the boat was handed over to the 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 29 Sep 20.   

On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that the SSA CP in Mayotte coordinated the interception of two kwassa-kwassa-type boats, 

with a total of 19 illegal migrants, including two persons who required medical assistance. They were taken care of upon 

arrival. The interceptions took place west of Pointe Bouéni. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ras Al Sifah, Oman/ 29 Sep 20.   

On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that 15 migrants were apprehended by the Royal Oman Police (ROP) off Ras Al Sifah for 

attempting to enter Oman illegally. The Coast Guard police seized a smuggling boat carrying 15 people of Asian origin 

onboard. Legal measures were taken against them. 

 

  

Harnessing the Power of Technology to Combat Human Trafficking-UNODC 

The online event, known as a “DataJam Pasos Libres” was started in 2018, and is co-organised by IBM and 

PasosLibres-a Colombian organisation that aims to prevent human trafficking through innovative technologies. This 

year’s edition (held from 29 Aug 20 – 03 Sep 20) is the third of its kind to be organised via this partnership, which 

makes use of both IBM technology and mentorship opportunities.  

The 34 competing teams consisting of IT specialists, crime prevention experts and representatives from businesses and 

the financial sector, had eight days to create a technical solution to tackle human trafficking.  

During the event, participants had access to specialised lectures, workshops, and training material on cloud 

computing, artificial intelligence and human trafficking. Crime prevention experts from UNODC provided an 

introduction to human trafficking and law enforcement via a webinar at the launch of the event, and were available to 

answer questions and support further throughout the competition.  

Data collection and analysis is crucial to combat trafficking in persons. The lack of data can limit the potential 

effectiveness of programmes, actions, and operations of national authorities and impede evidence-based prosecutions. 

At the closing of the competition, each team submitted a video to present their proposal as well as introduce the code 

and datasets used to develop it. Events like the DataJam can grow into a global, innovation community against human 

trafficking and serve as a way to use technology as a force for good. The full article can be accessed on the following 

link: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2020/September/harnessing-the-power-of-technology-to-combat-human-

trafficking.html 

 

https://fundacionpasoslibres.org/
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A total of 60 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Sep 20 which is slightly higher than 

55 incidents recorded in Aug 20. Majority of the incidents were related to capsizing of vessels followed by incidents 

involving Search and Rescue. This was the first month in 2020 in which there were no reported incidents of 

collisions at sea. However, a sharp increase was observed in the reported incidents of capsizing of vessels 

(increased from 09 to 16) and this is the highest such incidents in a single month in 2020. There was a slight 

increase (from 06 to 09) in the number of Medevac incidents as compared to Aug 20.  

  

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – The Centre recorded 16 incidents of capsizing and six incidents of vessels sinking 

at sea. This is the highest number of reported incidents in a single month since Jan 20 and bettered the previous 

high of 14 reported in Jun 20. The months of Jul 20 and Aug 20 witnessed 13 such incidents. Majority of the 

incidents involved fishing vessels and this may be attributed to vessels experiencing difficulty due to heavy seas 

and rough weather during the South West monsoon season.  

 

SAR Operations – A total of 12 SAR and nine Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were 

monitored during the month of Sep 20. This is almost a 30%  decrease from 17 SAR incidents in Aug 20.  

 

Aground – Two incidents were reported of vessels running aground in Sep 20. There were no reports of oil spill in 

any of these incidents.  

 

 

 

 

 
     

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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 SAR/ Off Goa, India/ 01 Sep 20.     

 

On 01 Sep 20, it was reported that the Indian lifeguards rescued two fishermen who were pulled into a strong current off 

Betalbatim Beach, Goa. Reportedly, a group of 20 fishermen were hauling fishing net ashore out of which two fishermen 

were pulled into the currents. The rescued fishermen were reported to be safe. 

 

 Fire/ Off Sri Lanka/ 01 Sep 20. 

 

On 01 Sep 20, it was reported that a Bahamas flagged container ship MOL CHARISMA  

suffered a fire in cargo hold 5, East of Sri Lanka. The vessel was enroute from Port Klang 

Malaysia to Nhava Sheva Mumbai, India. The ship reduced her speed and anchored off 

Colombo, Sri Lanka on 03 Sep 20. Reportedly, the firefighting team at Colombo 

extinguished the fire onboard, and the vessel was reported to be safe.  

  

 Aground/ Off Buton, Indonesia/ 01 Sep 20. 

 

On 01 Sep 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged sailing vessel SB KARUNIA JAYA 9 sailing from Buton, 

Indonesia ran aground due to a crack in its hull off Kundur Barat, Riau Islands. Reportedly, the marine patrol boats 

evacuated the 25 crew members onboard and assisted them to the nearby island.  

 

 Fire/ Off Hambantota, Sri Lanka/ 03 Sep 20. 

 

On 03 Sep 20, an incident of fire was reported onboard a Panama flagged crude oil tanker NEW 

DIAMOND off Hambantota, 38 nm off Sangamankanda Point, East coast of Sri Lanka. The vessel 

was reportedly transiting from Kuwait to Paradip, India when it encountered a fire in its engine 

room. 

 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

Update  

 

 On 04 Sep 20, the Indian Naval ship SAHYADRI, Indian Coast Guard Ship, AMEYA, ABHEEK & SHAURYA 

ICG Dorniers and Sri Lankan tugs reached to provide assistance to MT NEW DIAMOND. Reportedly, 21 crew 

members were recovered from the vessel and one crew member who was working in the boiler room was reported to 

be missing.  

 The fire fighting was progressed by the Indian and Sri Lankan surface and air assets. On 06 Sep 20, 1000 kgs 

of Dry Chemical Powder (DCP) was dropped on to the distressed vessel by Sri Lankan Airforce to smother any re-

ignited flames. The vessel was taken under tow by tug, TTT ONE and tugs ALP WINGER, RAVANA assisted the 

Indian Navy & Indian Coast Guard units in fire fighting. The cargo hold was reported to be safe.   

 The flames were reportedly brought under control on 08 Sep 20. The Indian and Sri Lankan units in the area 

undertook boundary cooling to prevent any re-ignition of flames or smoke onboard the tanker.  

 Based on the inputs from units engaged in firefighting, there was no fire and smoke onboard the tanker since 

AM 09 Sep 20. The vessel was found to be structurally stable. A salvage team from tug POSH COMMANDER 

embarked the vessel for pumping out water from the aft section. The team transferred oil from tanks to prevent any 

spill. 

 On 14 Sep 20, joint Indian Navy, Sri Lankan Navy and commercial salvage team completed an underwater 

diving for hull inspection. The salvors undertook deballasting of the vessel and blanked an underwater non return 

valve. 

 The tanker was maintained under tow at a distance of 60-70 nm from the East Coast of Sri Lanka. On 

completion of inspections by the judiciary and investigation teams, a Malta flagged tug BOKA EXPEDITION 

commenced towing the tanker on 07 Oct 20. As per information available from the partner Centres, the tanker is 

being towed to an anchorage off Port Fujairah,UAE. It was reported that the cargo would be off-loaded and reparis 

would be undertaken on the tanker. Support was renedered by India to Sri Lanka under Mission SAGAR (Security 

And Growth for All in the Region). 
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 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia/ 06 Sep 20. 

 

On 06 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended an Equatorial 

Guinea registered vessel for illegally anchoring in Tanjung Piai waters. The 23 mtr long vessel carrying 80 tonnes of 

marine diesel oil was seized by MMEA in South East of Tanjung Piai. The vessel’s Master reportedly failed to produce 

the necessary permit to anchor in Malaysian waters. 

 

 SAR/ Off Athuruga, Maldives/ 06 Sep 20. 

 

On 06 Sep 20, a speedboat anchored in the lagoon of Athuruga, Maldives was reported missing. 

Reportedly, the boat was not a registered one. Maldives National Defense Force (MNDF) 

initiated a search to locate the vessel. 

 

 SAR/ Off Kolkata, India/ 06 Sep 20. 

 

On 06 Sep 20, the Indian Coast Guard ship CGS VIJAYA launched a SAR to locate a man who allegedly fell from a 

fishing boat SHIB DURGA off Kolkata, India. Since the man could not be located after a long search, ICG launched its 

surveillance aircraft and deployed its ships for locating the missing fisherman. 

 

 Capsize/ Off RAA Atoll, Maldives/ 06 Sep 20. 

 

On 06 Sep 20, it was reported that a dinghy boat carrying five personnel capsized due to heavy weather near an 

uninhabited island Maashigiri, off Raa Atoll, Maldives. A search was initiated to locate the vessel and the missing 

personnel. 

 

 Sunk/ Off Thanur, India/ 07 Sep 20. 

 

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that a boat sank off Thanur, Kerala after encountering heavy weather. The boat was 

reportedly carrying five personnel. Reportedly, three crew members swam to safety, and a search was initiated for the 

other two personnel. 

 

 SAR/ Off Al Batinah, Oman / 07 Sep 20. 

 

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that Oman Coast Guard rescued 27 fishermen who were reportedly distressed and stranded 

in their boats due to rough sea and towed their boats to the nearby ports. Their boats were stranded at sea off the beaches 

of governorates of Muscat, Musandam, North, and South Al Batinah. 

 

 Fire/ Off Quang Ngai, Vietnam/ 07 Sep 20. 

 

On 07 Sep 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged tanker TRUNG HHAO 36 BLC suffered an explosion in the cargo 

tanks. The tanker reportedly awaited permission to enter the Dung Quat port, QuaCentral Vietnam. Reportedly, 12 crew 

members were thrown overboard by the blast. One of them was reported missing, and 11 were rescued. The fire which 

broke out after the explosion was extinguished by SAR forces and tugs. 

Update  

 

08 Sep 20.   As per reports, divers from the Quang Ngai province recovered the body of the crew member of the 

tanker TRUNG THAO 36-BLC who went missing after the vessel experienced an explosion and caught fire. The 

equipment were reported to be burnt and the cause of the incident was uncertain. 

Comments. According to the Malaysia Shipping Notice 5/2014, if a vessel is anchoring in a non-anchorage area in 

Malaysian waters, a notification should be given to the Malaysia Director of Marine at the nearest port office using 

the prescribed form and such notification shall be made not later than 24 hours before the activity is scheduled to 

commence. If notification is not given to the Malaysia Director of Marine in accordance with the Malaysia Shipping 

Notice 5/2014, the owner or agent of the ship shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine 

of USD 24,000 or imprisonment for two years or to both. In addition, the Malaysia Marine Department (together with 

MMEA) has the power to detain any vessel that fails to give notification under the Malaysia Shipping Notice 5/2014. 
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 Death/ Off Negros Occidental, Philippines/ 08 Sep 20. 

 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman lost his life at sea after his boat capsized in the waters off Negros 

Occidental. Reportedly, the boat was hit by the Philippines flagged landing craft GOLDEN LOTUS. There were 

reportedly four crew members onboard the landing craft. 

 

 Medevac/ Off Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 08 Sep 20. 

 

On 08 Sep 20, it was reported that a sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF TOFT was deployed to provide medical assistance to a 

patient onboard a motor vessel off Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The patient was safely evacuated and transferred to a 

hospital. 

 

 Mechanical Failure/ Off Riau, Indonesia/ 09 Sep 20. 

 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged ferry KMP SWARNA DHARMA suffered mechanical failure at 

the port of Bandar Sri Junjungan, Riau, Indonesia. Reportedly, ramp of the vessel malfunctioned while a truck was on its 

way out of the vessel. Subsequently, other vehicles that were onboard were evacuated, and the vessel was repaired. 

 

 SAR/ Off Kalutara, Sri Lanka/ 09 Sep 20. 

 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy rescued two fishermen from a boat that capsized due to heavy 

weather off Kalutara, Sri Lanka. The rescued fishermen were sent to a local hospital for medical treatment and were 

reported to be stable. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Thiruvanathapuram, India/ 09 Sep 20. 

 

On 09 Sep 20, it was reported that three fishermen lost their lives at sea after their boat 

capsized due to heavy weather off Thiruvanathapuram, India. Reportedly, there were five 

personnel onboard, two of them swam to the shore and escaped. The bodies of the other 

three personnel were retrieved in a search operation. 

 

 SAR/ Off Tuticorin, India/ 10 Sep 20. 

 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard Ship VAIBHAV rescued nine fishermen onboard a fishing 

vessel who were stranded about 75 nm South East of Tuticorin. The fishing vessel reportedly encountered engine failure 

while underway. 

 

 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off Butterworth, Malaysia/ 10 Sep 20. 

 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that the authorities apprehended a 31 mtrs long Mongolian flagged tugboat ATOSA DILI 

for anchoring without permission in Malaysian waters. The boat was reportedly carrying 11 crew members of various 

nationalities. The vessel alongwith crew members were handed over to the custody for further investigation. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Honnavar, India/ 10 Sep 20. 

 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that a boat with 25 fishermen onboard, capsized due to heavy weather off Honnavar, 

Karnataka. Reportedly, all the fishermen were rescued by the nearby boats. 

 

 

 

Update  

 29 Sep 20.   On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard charged the four crew members of the 

vessel for reckless imprudence resulting in homicide and damage to property.  
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 Vessel Detained/ Off  Nam Can, Vietnam/ 10 Sep 20. 

 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that the Vietnamese authorities seized a vessel carrying 70,000 ltrs of undocumented diesel 

oil off Nam Can, Vietnam. The vessel was handed over to the custody for further investigation. 

 

 Medevac/ Off  Durban, South Africa/ 10 Sep 20. 

 

On 10 Sep 20, it was reported that a NSRI sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE was deployed to provide medical assistance 

to an old crew member who got injured onboard a 295 mtr long motor vessel. NSRI safely evacuated the patient and 

transferred him to the hospital.  

 

 Death/ Off  Karwar Port, India/ 12 Sep 20.                                                                            

 

On 12 Sep 20, it was reported that the Master of a Panama flagged tanker GLOBAL LADY died due to a heart attack in 

his cabin off Karwar Port, Arabian sea. The tanker was reportedly enroute from Chennai to UAE with a cargo of asphalt. 

 

 SAR/ Off  Karnataka, India/ 12 Sep 20.                                                                            

 

On 12 Sep 20, it was reported that a fishing boat QAMAR-UL-BAHR, with 24 fishermen 

onboard suffered engine failure and was stranded trapped near Netrani Island, off 

Karnataka. Reportedly, a SAR operation was launched by the Indian Coast Guard and the 

fishermen were rescued to Karwar beach safely. 

 

 Capsize/ Off  Yogyakarta, Indonesia/ 12 Sep 20.                                                                            

 

On 12 Sep 20, it was reported that a local fishing boat MINA KEBUMEN with three fishermen 

onboard, capsized and sank after encountering high tides off Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the fishermen were rescued by a SAR team after being adrift in the middle of the 

sea for a long time. 

 

 SAR / Off  Myanmar/ 13 Sep 20. 

 

On 13 Sep 20, it was reported that an Indian fishing vessel SRI JAI GANESH with nine crew members onboard was 

rescued by a Myanmar Naval ship off Myanmar. The fishing vessel reportedly departed from Chennai harbour on                

23 Jul 20. She reportedly developed a mechanical failure on 26 Jul 20 and was adrift at sea for 49 days. Myanmar Navy 

rescued the vessel on 13 Sep 20 and was towed to Myanmar harbour. All crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

 Sunk / Off  Kelapa Island, Indonesia/ 14 Sep 20. 

 

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that 12 crew members onboard a motorboat were evacuated to Kelapa Island Pier by the 

Indonesian authorities. The vessel reportedly sank after encountering heavy weather in the waters West of Kelapa Island, 

North Seribu, Indonesia.  

 

 SAR/ Off  Mauritius/ 14 Sep 20. 

 

On 14 Sep 20, a man overboard was reported from a Hong Kong-flagged tanker MT NEW HORIZON, about 575 nm 

North East off Mauritius. The ship was reportedly enroute from Angola to China. A search was initiated to locate the 

missing man. 

 

 

 

Comments. NSRI is a voluntary non-profit organisation in South Africa tasked with saving lives through drowning    

prevention. It consists of coastal stations and inland stations on dam. There are over 1000 volunteers equipped with 

sponsored rescue crafts rescue vehicles, quad bikes and tractors. The NSRI works closely with other Search and 

Rescue organisations in South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_and_Rescue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_and_Rescue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
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 Capsize/ Off  Zamboanga, Philippines/ 14 Sep 20. 

 

On 14 Sep 20, it was reported that the crew of a multi-purpose attack craft (MPAC) BA492, 

rescued four fishermen onboard a fishing vessel M/B ELSA 3 off San Mateo Point, 

Zamboanga. The boat capsized due to heavy weather and the Master of the boat reportedly got 

stuck in the capsized boat. The team rescued the Master and took him to the City Hospital 

where he was later declared dead.  

 

 Capsize/ Off  Macajalar Bay, Philippines/ 15 Sep 20. 

 

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that a cargo vessel with seven crew members capsized off Macajalar, Philippines. The 

vessel reportedly capsized due to heavy weather that pushed its cargo load to one side. Reportedly all seven crew 

members were rescued. 

 

 Fire/ Off  Sulawesi, Indonesia/ 15 Sep 20. 

 

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that a cargo ship KM YULINER carrying cement reported an 

incident of fire off the coast of South Buton, Southeast Sulawesi. Reportedly, there were six 

crew members onboard the vessel. One crew member lost his life, four crew members went 

missing, and one survivor was recovered. A SAR operation was launched by the Indonesian 

authorities to locate the missing crew members.  

 

 Capsize/ Off  Malpe, India/ 15 Sep 20. 

 

On 15 Sep 20, it was reported that a purse-seine fishing boat HANUMATHEERTHA with 28 fishermen onboard, capsized 

while returning from fishing off Malpe, Karnataka. Reportedly, the boat encountered steering failure, went out of control 

and collided with a rock. The fishermen were rescued by the nearby fishing boats. However, HANUMATHEERTHA was 

completely submerged. Two personnel were reported injured in the mishap and were hospitalised. 

 

 Capsize/ Off  Tanjung Po, Malaysia/ 17 Sep 20. 

 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that a boat with five fishermen onboard, capsized off Tanjung Po 

after encountering heavy weather. A search and rescue operation was launched by the 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) for locating the missing fishermen. 

However, one of the missing fishermen was found floating inside a fish cooler box off Pulau 

Burung. A search was initiated to locate the other missing personnel.  

 

 SAR/ Off  Sarawak, Malaysia/ 17 Sep 20. 

 

On 17 Sep 20, six personnel were reported missing from two fishing boats due to heavy weather in Northern and 

Southern Sarawak, Malaysia. A search operation was initiated by Sawawak authorities to locate the missing fishermen. 

 

 Medevac/ Off  Durban, South Africa/ 17 Sep 20. 

 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that a NSRI (The National Sea Rescue Institute) sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE was 

launched to evacuate an old patient with a medical emergency onboard a crude oil tanker off the coast of Durban. The 

patient was shifted to a hospital and was reported to be safe. 

 

 Medevac/ Off  Table Bay, South Africa/ 17 Sep 20. 

 

On 17 Sep 20, it was reported that a NSRI sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF VODACOM was deployed to evacuate a sailor, in 

need of urgent medical assistance off Table Bay, South Africa. The sailor was shifted to a hospital and was reported to be 

safe. 
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 Mechanical failure/ Off  Ninh Thuan, Vietnam / 18 Sep 20. 

 

On 18 Sep 20, it was reported that a general cargo vessel GLOBE 6 suffered a mechanical failure in the waters, off Ninh 

Thuan, Vietnam. The vessel reportedly broke down and was adrift in the area. The crew reportedly, could not undertake 

repairs.  

 

 Capsize/ Off  Pantai Alit, Malaysia/ 18 Sep 20. 

 

On 18 Sep 20, it was reported that a boat carrying three fishermen, capsized off the coast of Pantai Alit, Malaysia after 

encountering heavy weather. The Sarawak Fire and Rescue Department reported that two fishermen were rescued and the 

dead body of the third fisherman was found off Kampung Alit, Malaysia. 

 

 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off  Tanjung Siang, Malaysia/ 19 Sep 20. 

 

On 19 Sep 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a Mongolian-

registered vessel with six foreign crew members onboard for unauthorised anchoring off Tanjung Siang, Malaysia. 

 

 SAR/ Off  Malpe, India/ 20 Sep 20. 

 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that the local marine authorities rescued six fishermen stranded at sea in rough weather 

onboard a fishing vessel JALA SAMPATH off St Mary's Island, Malpe coast. The vessel reportedly hit a boulder and 

developed engine failure. 

 

 Mechanical Failure/ Off Andaman & Nicobar, India/ 20 Sep 20. 

 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that an Indian Coast Guard vessel assisted the crew of an Indian inter-

island cargo ship MV KOTTAI RAMAIAH off the Andaman Islands. The vessel reportedly 

encountered communication equipment failure. The vessel was escorted from 20 nm East of Hutbay. 

All crew members onboard the vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

 Medevac/ Off  Durban Port, South Africa/ 20 Sep 20.  

 

On 20 Sep 20, it was reported that the sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE accompanied by a NETCARE 911 medical team 

was deployed to evacuate a crew member requiring medical emergency onboard an oil tanker off the port of Durban. The 

patient was reportedly transferred to a lifeboat and shifted to the hospital. 

 

 Capsize/ Off  Thiruvananthapuram, India/ 21 Sep 20. 

 

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman died after a fishing boat capsized off Thiruvananthapuram, India. 

Reportedly, the boat capsized after encountering heavy weather. Seven fishermen were reported to be onboard at the time 

of the accident. The fishermen onboard attempted to rescue the drowned crew member. However, they could not save 

him. 

 Capsize/ Off  Bhasan Char, Bangladesh/ 21 Sep 20. 

 

On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that a lighter vessel MV TITU-19 laden with 1,250 tonnes of clinker capsized off Bhasan 

Char coast, Bangladesh. The lighter vessel was heading to Munshiganj, Dhaka from the outer anchorage of Chittagong 

port. The vessel reportedly developed cracks in its hull due to strong currents in the area. All 13 crew members onboard 

were rescued by a nearby lighter vessel. 

 

 

Update  

 

21 Sep 20.   On 21 Sep 20, it was reported that the Vietnamese Navy dispatched a vessel after receiving a request 

from the vessel. GLOBE 6 was safely towed towards Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam and was reported to be safe. 
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 Medevac/ Off  Maldives/ 22 Sep 20.  

 

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that the Maldivian Coast Guard provided medical assistance to a fisherman onboard a  

fishing vessel AZUM. The fisherman reportedly sustained a fishhook injury in his eye while engaged in fishing off the 

coast of K Dhiffushi, Maldives. The fisherman was provided necessary assistance and was reported to be safe. 

 

 SAR/ Off  Beypore, India/ 22 Sep 20. 

 

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that in a sea-air coordinated operation, Indian Coast Guard ship 

ABHINAV rescued 11 fishermen from a fishing boat DIVINE VOICE about 27 nm off Beypore, 

Kerala.  The boat reportedly encountered engine failure and sought assistance.  

 

 Aground/ Off  Kodhipparu, Maldives/ 22 Sep 20. 

 

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that a speedboat KALHIHI ran aground off the coast of K Kodhipparu, Maldives. 

Reportedly, there were 26 personnel onboard the speedboat. The Maldives Coast Guard rescued all the crew members 

onboard and assisted them to the shore. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Death/ Off  Bhatkal, India/ 22 Sep 20. 

 

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman drowned while fishing off Bhatkal, Karnataka after encountering heavy 

rainfall. Reportedly, a search operation was launched, and his body was recovered from the sea off Haddin, India. 

 

 Capsize/ Off  Kollam, India/ 22 Sep 20. 

 

On 22 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman died after his boat DIYA capsized due to heavy weather off Kollam, 

Kerala. Reportedly, there were five fishermen onboard the boat that had ventured into the sea for fishing.  

 

 Capsize/ Off  Badamiers, Mayotte/ 24 Sep 20.  

 

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that a kwassa-kwassa-type boat with 24 personnel onboard capsized off Badamiers, Petite-

Terre, Mayotte. Reportedly, ten personnel onboard lost their lives at sea, and the rest were rescued by the authorities. 

 

 Sunk/ Off  Iloilo City, Philippines / 24 Sep 20. 

 

On 24 Sep 20, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard rescued the nine crew members onboard a half-

submerged motorboat off the Iloilo Strait, Philippines. The boat was reportedly loaded with over 150 sacks of charcoal 

and was destined to Guimaras, Philippines. The vessel reportedly collided with an unknown object during her transit 

through the Iloilo Strait, that caused water ingress. 

 

 Capsize/ Off  Anchuthengu coast, India/ 25 Sep 20. 

 

On 25 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman died and three other fishermen swam to safety as their boat capsized off 

Anchuthengu coast, Kerala. The boat reportedly encountered heavy weather and capsized off the coast. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Tapaktuan Port, Indonesia/ 25 Sep 20. 

 

On 25 Sep 20, it was reported that an unknown flagged cargo ship OCEAN SHIP 2 

capsized alongside the pier at Tapaktuan Port, Sumatra. The ship was berthed there since 

Nov 18 after delivering a cargo of cement and was reportedly abandoned for unknown 

reasons. She reportedly developed a list due to a lack of maintenance and water ingress at 

least a week before capsizing.  
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 Medevac/ Off  Durban, South Africa/ 26 Sep 20.  

 

On 26 Sep 20, it was reported that a NSRI sea rescue craft ALICK RENNIE was deployed to evacuate a patient in need 

of urgent medical assistance, onboard an anchored tanker off Durban, South Africa. It was reported that as the crew 

members condition was assessed to be serious, the patient was airlifted to the hospital using a helicopter.  

 

 Sunk/ Off  Okha, India/ 26 Sep 20. 

 

On 26 Sep 20, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard ship C-411 rescued twelve crew members onboard an Indian 

cargo vessel MSV KRISHNA SUDAMA, which sank off Okha, Gujarat. The vessel was reportedly carrying 905 tonnes of 

rice and sugar from Mundra, Gujarat to Djibouti. The crew was safely brought ashore and rendered medical assistance. 

 

 Medevac/ Off  Visakhapatnam, India/ 28 Sep 20. 

 

On 28 Sep 20, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard ship AYUSH safely evacuated a foreign crew member from a 

Marshall Islands-flagged cargo vessel MV EVGENIA K off Visakhapatnam, India. The vessel sought urgent medical 

assistance for a crew member and was thereafter ordered to close the coast near Visakhapatnam. The patient was 

transferred to a hospital upon arriving at the port and was reported to be stable.  

 

 Fire/ Off  Haldia, India/ 28 Sep 20. 

 

On 28 Sep 20,  it was reported that Indian Coast Guard assisted a Malta-flagged container ship X-PRESS GODAVARI in 

fighting a fire onboard, at Sandheads anchorage off Haldia, West Bengal. There were reportedly 15 crew members 

onboard, and the ship was loaded with 506 containers. The fire was reported to be under control. 

 

 Sunk/ Off  Malacca Strait/ 29 Sep 20.  

 

On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that a Bermuda flagged tanker LNG SOKOTO while transiting through Malacca Strait 

noticed a small wooden boat sinking with no personnel onboard. Reportedly, another small boat was sighted in the 

vicinity of the incident, with crew believed to be from the capsized boat. Attempts by the tanker to establish 

communication with the boats were not successful. There was reportedly no distress message received to this effect. 

 

 Sunk/ Off  Karachi, Pakistan/ 29 Sep 20.  

 

On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that a fishing boat AL BARKHA, sank off Pakistan, Arabian Sea. The cause of the sinking 

and the status of the crew was not reported.  

 

 Capsize/ Off  Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 29 Sep 20.  

 

On 29 Sep 20, it was reported that a fisherman was stranded at sea for five days after his boat capsized and sank off Taka 

Encing sea, South Kalimantan. Reportedly, he floated in a perforated floating fish box for five days, until a group of 

passing fishermen noticed and rescued him. He was reportedly rescued off Taka Bendera sea, East Kalimantan. 

 

 Medevac/ Off  Ngqura, South Africa/ 30 Sep 20.  

 

On 30 Sep 20, it was reported that a NSRI sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF TOFT was deployed to evacuate a patient in need 

of urgent medical assistance, onboard a container vessel off the Port of Ngqura, South Africa. The patient was shifted to 

a hospital and was reported to be safe. 
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 Suspicious approaches in the Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman. 

 

Three incidents of suspicious approaches were reported in the Gulf of Aden. All three incidents were reported by vessels 

transiting in the vicinity of Bab-Al-Mandeb. Nil incidents were reported in the Gulf of Oman/ Persian Gulf region. The 

details have been covered in the first section.  

Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman Update 
 

 

Suspicious Approaches in Gulf of Aden – 2020 

 

 
 

Comments.  Three suspicious approaches were reported in Sep 20 taking the overall count since Jan 20 to 15 

incidents in the Gulf of Aden. The month-wise distribution is shown in the graph below:- 

 
 

 Majority (10) of the incidents were reported in the vicinity of Bab-Al-Mandeb/ South of Yemen. There 

were no reported incidents South of IRTC or off the Coast of Somalia.  

 Sighting of weapons and/ or ladders was reported in just two incidents. It is possible that their 

presence/ absence could not be ascertained by the vessels because of the distance involved.  

 As per assessment of DNK-IOC, the Yemeni Coast Guard uses irregular forces and personnel 

might not always be in full uniform. The same was confirmed by MSCHOA as an update to the incident 

reported on 09 Sep 20.  

 Further, the presence of small boats as a normal pattern of life and routine movement of fishing vessels in the 

area cannot be ruled out 

 However, the increased monitoring of hybrid threats viz., WBIED, mines, remotely controlled unmanned 

skiffs (as observed in Mar 20) complicates the security situation in the area. Mariners are advised to continue to 

exercise caution and ensure strict adherence to BMP5 and other preventive measures already being undertaken by 

the vessels. 
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 India joins Indian Ocean grouping against piracy as an observer. 

On 16 Sep 20, India joined the Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCOC) as an 

observer. DCOC is a grouping on maritime matters comprising 18 member 

states adjoining the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, the East coast of Africa, and 

Island countries in the IOR. India joins Japan, Norway, the UK and the US as 

Observers to the DCOC. The DCOC, established in Jan 09, is aimed at the 

repression of piracy and armed robbery against ships in the Western Indian 

Ocean Region, the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. As an Observer at the 

DCOC, India aims to work together with DCOC member states towards 

coordinating and contributing to enhanced maritime security in the Indian 

Ocean Region.  

 Updated COVID-19 Guidance for Shipping by ICS. 

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) released new health guidance to help the 

shipping industry combat the spread of COVID-19, now nine months into the 

pandemic. The new guidance is a fully updated version of Coronavirus (COVID-19) – 

Guidance for Ship Operators for the Protection of the Health of Seafarers, last updated 

in May, and reflects the latest thinking and advice on the virus. The latest edition 

includes an updated introduction reflecting the situation nine months on from the start 

of the global pandemic and adds two new annexes on PCR testing and Managing 

Multiple Cases of COVID-19 onboard vessels. The ICS says it should be read in 

conjunction with COVID-19 – Protocols to Mitigate the Risks of Cases onboard 

ships. The protocol can be accessed on the following link: https://www.ics-

shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid19-protocols-to-mitigate-the-risks-of-

cases-on-board.pdf?sfvrsn=4 

 Flying electric speedboat unveiled in Switzerland. 

 

Initially aimed at cutting energy costs and reducing sea-sickness, 

Swiss lakes were the first to witness live trials of the world’s first 

electric-powered hydrofoil speedboat. With a top speed of around 55 

kmph, it travels further and smoother than all other electric boats. Due 

to the foils lifting out of the water during the process, water-resistance 

gets drastically reduced. Similarly, waves cannot slam directly into 

the boat during its operation, thereby cutting energy consumption by 

80% in comparison to typical diesel-powered boats. All these factors 

combined extend the craft’s range to 90 km/h. It is made out of 

carbon fibre, also carries an onboard computer that adjusts the foil 

positions 100 times/sec automatically, thereby countering rolling and 

sea-sickness.  

 

 Allow crew changes to resolve humanitarian crisis, insists IMO Secretary-General. 

A humanitarian crisis is taking place at sea, and urgent action is 

needed to protect seafarers’ health and ensure the safety of 

shipping, the IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim has warned. In a 

strong statement issued ahead of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, he called on governments to take swift action to resolve the 

crew change crisis. “Seafarers cannot remain at sea indefinitely. If the 

crew change crisis is not resolved soon, ships will no longer be able 

to operate safely according to the Organisation’s regulations and 

Information/ Events of Interest 
 

https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid19-protocols-to-mitigate-the-risks-of-cases-on-board.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid19-protocols-to-mitigate-the-risks-of-cases-on-board.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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guidelines, further exacerbating the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic,” he declared. It is estimated 

that more than 300,000 seafarers and marine personnel are currently stranded at sea and unable to be repatriated 

despite the expiry of their contracts.  

 Trial of 5 Somali nationals suspected of piracy opens at Seychelles Supreme Court. 

Four witnesses from the Seychelles Police Force presented their evidence as the trial of five Somali nationals suspected 

of a pirate attack against a Korean fishing vessel began at the Supreme Court. According to the EU NAVFOR, the 

incident took place on 19 Apr 19, when five suspected pirates captured a Yemeni dhow off the coast of Somalia. Two 

days later the pirates attacked the Korean fishing vessel ADRIA with the dhow acting as a mothership in the Indian 

Ocean approx 280 nm off the coast of Somalia.  On 23 Apr 19, the EU NAVFOR's flagship ESPS NAVARRA intercepted 

and boarded the captured dhow vessel and apprehended the five suspected pirates. The forces stated that it was the first 

notable piracy incident event since Oct 18, a massive drop in frequency compared to a decade earlier when Somali piracy 

interrupted international shipping and travel on a significant scale. 

 A new member joins the Global Industry Alliance for Marine Biosafety. 

 

Hapag-Lloyd AG is the latest entity to join the Global Industry 

Alliance (GIA) for Marine Biosafety, an initiative launched recently by the 

IMO GloFouling Partnerships project. The initiative works to 

promote collaboration with the private sector to address two of the most 

pressing environmental issues of our time – invasive species and 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Biofouling is the build-up of aquatic 

organisms, such as algae or small animals, on marine surfaces that can lead 

to the introduction of potentially invasive species to new environments, 

where they may threaten native species and cause irreversible damage 

to biodiversity. Additionally, biofouling increases the drag of ships, forcing 

them to burn more fuel to maintain speed.  
 

 

  First direct cargo ferry service between India and Maldives flagged off on 21 Sep 20. 

Minister of State for Shipping and Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation of 

Maldives on 21 Sep 20 jointly e- launched a direct cargo ferry service between India 

and Maldives. This is the first time that a direct cargo shipping line is connecting the 

two neighbouring countries. The service will run twice a month and will be operated 

by the Shipping Corporation of India. 

 

 

 The world's Largest Icebreaker is Under Way. 

The Rosatom flot operated nuclear icebreaker ARKTIKA departed St. 

Petersburg on 22 Sep 20, bound for Murmansk on her maiden voyage. She 

is now the world's largest and most potent operational icebreaker. With 

twin reactors generating a combined 350 megawatts (470,000 horsepower), 

she may well be the world's most potent civilian vessel. ARKTIKA and her 

four future sister ships were ordered by Rosatom for deployment along 

Russia's icy Northern Sea Route. As per reports, Russia wishes to promote 

it as an alternative to the Suez Canal, but for most of the year, it is only 

usable with a costly icebreaker escort. To solve this challenge, Russia aims 

to build a massive icebreaking fleet of 13 vessels. 
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 World Maritime Day 2020 – 24 Sep 20. 

"Sustainable shipping for a sustainable planet" is the World Maritime theme 

for 2020. This will provide an opportunity to raise awareness of the United 

Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and showcase the work that 

the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and its Member States are 

undertaking to achieve the targets. This year’s World Maritime Day was 

celebrated on 24 Sep 20 in the form of an online event, due to COVID 19 

restrictions. 

 

 India-Australia conducted a two day Passage Exercise in the Indian Ocean. 

 The Indian Navy undertook the Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Royal 

Australian Navy (RAN) in the East Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from 23 Sep 20 to 

24 Sep 20. During the exercise, air warfare destroyer HMAS HOBART, stealth 

frigate INS SAHYADRI and missile corvette INS KARMUK engaged in the 

maritime exercises. The exercise, aimed at enhancing inter-operability, improving 

understanding, and imbibing best practices from each other, included advanced 

surface and anti-air exercises including weapon firings, seamanship exercises, 

naval manoeuvres and Cross Deck Flying Operations. 

 

 

 IOM Welcomes Proposals for a New EU Pact on Migration and Asylum. 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) welcomed the arrival of 

the proposals comprising a future European Union (EU) Pact on Migration 

and Asylum presented on 23 Sep 20 by the European Commission. IOM 

appreciated the affirmation in the package that migration and mobility can be 

managed under a comprehensive, rights-based, whole-of-route approach 

grounded in partnerships and cooperation. “While we have yet to assess it in 

detail, the proposal is a notable starting point that covers many dimensions of 

a complex, broad and often divisive issue,” stated, IOM Director-General. 

The organisation indicated that it would closely follow the upcoming 

discussions over the proposals and believes that the challenges and 

opportunities of international migration and mobility must unite rather than 

divide the member nations towards collectively achieving safe, orderly, and 

regular migration across the entire migration cycle.  
 

 

 Bilateral Maritime Exercise between Japan & India JIMEX 20 off West Coast of India 26 - 28 Sep 20. 

Indian and Japanese naval ships conducted war games in the North 

Arabian Sea from 26-28 Sep 20.  The fourth edition of the exercise 

named JIMEX – Japan India Maritime Exercise, showcased tactical 

exercises, involving weapon firing, cross deck helicopter operations and 

complex, anti-submarine and air warfare drills. The Indian Navy 

deployed indigenous stealth destroyer INS CHENNAI, stealth frigate INS 

TARKASH and fleet Tanker INS DEEPAK while the Japanese Maritime 

Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) deployed KAGA, an Izumo Class 

Helicopter Destroyer and IKAZUCHI, a guided-missile destroyer. The 

P8I long-range maritime patrol aircraft, integral helicopters and fighter 

aircraft also participated in the exercise. 
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 Security Warning for vessels operating in the Gulf of Guinea. 

 

Information from the military source indicated that an armed group from Rivers State, Nigeria is planning a piracy attack 

against vessels in area D (especially Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea) since 01 Sep 20. It is likely the attack will occur 

at low tide, when the monitoring units are missing. Therefore, mariners are requested to be on maximum alert, to increase 

vigilance and surveillance and intensify intelligence both on the water and in the port. Authorities have been advised to 

systematically identify and search all suspicious boats coming from or leaving Nigeria. Vessels are requested to report 

any suspicious activity. 

 

 Weather Forecast.   A monthly weather forecast for the month of Sep 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on    

IFC-IOR website for reference.  

COVID-19 Advisories Related to Maritime Community 

 

 IMO Circular dated 04 Sep 20 on Communication from the Secretary-General regarding the crew change crisis 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20N

o.4204-Add.29%20-%20Covid%2019%20-%20Communication%20From%20Secretary-

General%20%20Crew%20Change.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 11 Sep 20 on Joint Statement calling on all Governments to immediately recognise seafarers 

as key workers, and to take swift and effective action to eliminate obstacles to crew changes, so as to address the 

humanitarian crisis faced by the shipping sector, ensure maritime safety and facilitate economic recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic      

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20N

o.4204Add.30%20Joint%20Statement%20Seafarers.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 17 Sep 20 on Joint Statement on the contribution of international trade and supply chains to   

a sustainable socio-economic recovery in COVID-19 times  
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20N

o.4204-Add.31%20Covid-19%20Joint%20Statement%20On%20The%20Contribution%20OfInternational%20Trade.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 25 Sep 20 on ICAO Harmonised guidance on facilitating passenger flights, including 

repatriation flights, using public health corridors during the COVID-19 pandemic 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20N

o.4204-Add.32%20-%20Coronavirus%20Covid-19-

%20Icao%20Harmonized%20Guidance%20On%20FacilitatingPassenger%20Flights.pdf 

 

  DG Shipping–India’s Director General of Shipping DGS Order No 26 of 2020 dated 30 Sep 20 regarding 

Extension of Certificates of Competency / Certificate of Proficiency for Seafarers-reg 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202010060430146552593DGS_ORDER_26OF2020.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.29%20-%20Covid%2019%20-%20Communication%20From%20Secretary-General%20%20Crew%20Change.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.29%20-%20Covid%2019%20-%20Communication%20From%20Secretary-General%20%20Crew%20Change.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.29%20-%20Covid%2019%20-%20Communication%20From%20Secretary-General%20%20Crew%20Change.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204Add.30%20Joint%20Statement%20Seafarers.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204Add.30%20Joint%20Statement%20Seafarers.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.31%20Covid-19%20Joint%20Statement%20On%20The%20Contribution%20OfInternational%20Trade.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.31%20Covid-19%20Joint%20Statement%20On%20The%20Contribution%20OfInternational%20Trade.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.32%20-%20Coronavirus%20Covid-19-%20Icao%20Harmonized%20Guidance%20On%20FacilitatingPassenger%20Flights.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.32%20-%20Coronavirus%20Covid-19-%20Icao%20Harmonized%20Guidance%20On%20FacilitatingPassenger%20Flights.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.32%20-%20Coronavirus%20Covid-19-%20Icao%20Harmonized%20Guidance%20On%20FacilitatingPassenger%20Flights.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202010060430146552593DGS_ORDER_26OF2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202010060430146552593DGS_ORDER_26OF2020.pdf
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 IMO 

 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

GARD 

 

Dryad Global 

 

Windward 

 
Safety4sea 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 
 

https://news.navy.lk/all-news.html  

Sources/ News Links 
 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
https://news.navy.lk/all-news.html
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety in the 

IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant to 

maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common concern with 

participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, exercises 

(Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest (VOIs) and 

share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international agencies. 

  

Charter of IFC-IOR 
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Notes 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

