
 

 
 IFC-IOR 

Information Fusion Centre   

Indian Ocean Region  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY MARITIME SECURITY UPDATE (MMSU) 

Covering events during Oct 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration for Safety and Security 
  



 2     

 

Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. The objective is to generate an overarching 

picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the maritime challenges and threats 

in the region. To draw a common understanding, threats in the region have been divided into six broad 

categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides 

information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the 

wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month. The incidents pertaining to following categories have 

been analysed for the duration 01 Oct– 31 Oct 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery/ Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 69 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of        

Oct 19. There was a slight increase in the 

number of reported Piracy/ sea robbery/ 

sea theft incidents with nil 

kidnapping/hijacking incident reported in 

the month. IHM incidents were mainly 

reported in the Mediterranean with a few 

reported in South East Asia. There was a 

marked increase in contraband smuggling 

incidents and decrease in maritime 

incidents which may be attributed to 

change in weather pattern leading to 

comparatively calmer seas, and thus, lesser 

accidents at sea. 
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PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

 

         

 

  

A sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security 

situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For 

the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents 

in the region. A total of 15 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were 

recorded by the Centre during the period under review. 

Majority of the incidents reported during the month were 

close to the coast or at anchored/berthed vessels. Three 

incidents related to attempted sea thefts and sea robbery 

were reported in the western sector of Singapore straits 

within a short span of few days with one of them 

involving usage of weapons and violence with crew.  

Although the weather has improved in GoG leading to 

calmer waters, only one incident of suspicious approach 

was reported at a distance of 124 Nm while most of others 

in GoG were in vicinity of coast or on anchored/berthed 

vessels. No major maritime security incident was reported 

in the Gulf of Aden. An Iranian crude oil tanker was 

reportedly hit by two rockets/missiles with unconfirmed 

reports pertaining to identity of tanker as well as oil spill 

in Red Sea. During the month of Oct 19, one drug seizure was reported in Arabian Sea along the ‘Hash 

Highway’ similar to one drug seizure last month and remains indicative of recommencement of usage 

of maritime activity to undertake illicit drug transfers view comparatively calmer seas. A number of 

cases of seizure of cannabis and sea cucumbers were also reported in India and Sri Lanka. According 

to United Nation’s International Organization for Migration (IOM), 87,315 migrants and refugees have 

entered Europe by sea through 30 Oct, a 12% decrease from the 99,122 arriving during the same period 

last year. 
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in month of Oct 19:- 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ 124 Nm off Tema, Ghana/ 03 Oct 19. 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard an underway Isle of Man flagged LPG Tanker 

WILHELM SCHULTE off the coast of Ghana on 03 Oct 19. The Tanker was approached by two 

speedboats during daytime hours, approximately 124 Nm South of Tema. As the two speedboats were 

approaching the vessel, the Master decided to increase speed and implement evasive manoeuvers. After 

a 30 minute chase, the two speedboats aborted the attack. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe. 

 
 Sea Theft/ Off Gujarat coast, India/ 03 Oct 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard an underway Tanzania flagged Supply vessel ASD JAGUAR 

approximately 3 Nm West of Gopnath Point on 03 Oct 19. The vessel had been towed by the tug, 

BATELEUR, and was bound for Bhavnagar for demolition. The Master of the tug noticed three 

individuals boarding the vessel and making off with ship stores before escaping. The tug master reported 

the incident to VTS Khambat, who in turn reported to the Indian Coast Guard. The vessel and crew 

were reported to be safe. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Lagos Anchorage, Nigeria/ 05 Oct 19. 

 

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Marshall Islands flagged Product 

Tanker UACC MIRDIF off Lagos Secure Anchorage Area on 05 Oct 19. The duty security patrol 

onboard the tanker noticed three robbers on the forecastle and immediately informed the OOW, who 

Attempted Sea 

Theft/ 05 Oct 

Sea Robbery/ 05/06 

Oct 
Suspicious 

Approach/ 

03 Oct  

Sea Theft/ 03 Oct 

PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

Attempted Sea 

Theft/ 08/21 Oct 

Sea Theft/ 

08/20 Oct 

Attempted Sea 

Theft/ 05/14 Oct 

Update  
 

VTS Khambhat advised the master to share photographs of the perpetrators, if taken, and hand it 

over to the local agent for further investigation. A questionnaire was forwarded to the Master for 

ascertaining further details. The Indian Marine Police has been tasked to conduct further 

investigation. 

Attempted Sea 

Theft/ 13 Oct 

Attempted Sea 

Theft/ 18/24 Oct 

Sea Robbery/ 19 Oct 
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raised the alarm. Upon hearing the alarm, the robbers escaped without stealing anything onboard. The 

incident was reported to Nigerian Navy for further investigation.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Johor Anchorage, Malaysia/ 05 Oct 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Norwegian flagged LPG tanker CLIPPER EOS 

at Johor Anchorage on 05 Oct 19. The robbers boarded the tanker unnoticed, stole ship’s properties and 

escaped undetected. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed the theft and notified the OOW. A search was 

undertaken wherein two mooring ropes and ship’s bell were reportedly stolen. Investigation is being 

undertaken by MMEA and Malaysian Marine Police.  

 

 Sea Robbery/ west of Bonny Island, Nigeria/ 05 Oct 19. 

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard fishing vessel MFB DAHLIA at the mouth of Sambreiro 

river (18 Nm west of Bonny Island), Nigeria on 05 Oct 19. A fishing vessel, having machinery 

malfunction drifted to the mouth of Sambreiro river where it was attacked by few miscreants. The 

perpetrators vandalised the vessel and escaped. The vessel owners notified the Nigerian Navy, who 

were able to locate and inspect the vessel. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Apapa Terminal, Nigeria/ 06 Oct 19. 

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a berthed Panama flagged tanker ROSE M at Apapa BOP 

Terminal, Nigeria on 06 Oct 19. During cargo operations, around seven to eight armed personnel in two 

wooden boats came alongside and boarded the tanker. The alert crew noticed the perpetrators and raised 

the alarm. Before escaping, the perpetrators fired at the crew. No injuries to the crew were reported. 

However, the cargo from the terminal’s manifolds was reported stolen. The incident was reported to 

the Nigerian Navy for further investigation.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia/ 08 Oct 19. 

 

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Saudi Arabia flagged Product Tanker 

off Dumai Inner Anchorage on 08 Oct 19. The Duty officer onboard the anchored tanker noticed four 

robbers on deck and informed the Master. The general alarm was raised, crew mustered and PA 

announcement was made. The robbers escaped without stealing any item onboard. The incident was 

reported to local agent. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Pointe Noire Anchorage, Congo/ 08 Oct 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Gibraltar flagged Research vessel                

FUGRO HELMERT at Pointe Noire Anchorage on 08 Oct 19. The Master heard a sound in forward 

store and noticed one unknown person onboard. The miscreant escaped when the emergency alarm was 

raised. A boat was seen departing the ship with stolen ship's stores. 

 

 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Douala, Cameroon/ 13 Oct 19.     

 

An attempted sea robbery incident was reported onboard a fishing vessel on 13 Oct 19 while transiting 

off Douala, Cameroon. An unknown number of assailants onboard a speedboat managed to board the 

vessel but were repelled by the Armed Security Team (AST) onboard the ship. There was an exchange 

of gunfire and some damage was caused to the hull of the vessel. Two pirates were hit who consequently 

fell back in their speedboat and a third pirate jumped into the water, resulting in the withdrawal of the 

pirate party as the speedboat fled the scene. No casualties were reported amongst the crew and the 

onboard security team. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe. 
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 Attempted Sea Theft / Belawan Anchorage, Indonesia/ 14 Oct 19.   

    

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Saudi Arabia flagged Product Tanker 

off Belawan anchorage on 14 Oct 19. The duty crew onboard the tanker noticed a person attempting to 

board via the anchor chain, while two other personnel were waiting in the boat alongside the tanker. 

The duty crew reported the incident to the OOW who raised the alarm. Seeing the alerted crew, the 

personnel escaped in their boat. The incident was reported to the Indonesian authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Straits of Malacca and Singapore/ 18 Oct 19. 

 

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an underway Greek flagged VLCC tanker, 

HIRADO approximately 4.1 nm NE of Pulau Cula, Indonesia, in the eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme (TSS) in the Singapore Strait on 18 Oct 19. While sailing, five perpetrators were 

sighted in the engine room. The Master raised the alarm and the perpetrators escaped. A thorough search 

of the ship was undertaken and no items were reported stolen. The Master reported the incident to 

Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) via VHF. The Indonesian authority, Singapore 

Navy and Singapore Police Coast Guard were notified of the incident. 

 

 Sea Robbery / Straits of Malacca and Singapore / 19 Oct 19.  

     

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard an underway Singapore flagged bulk carrier NORD 

STEEL while transiting through the Singapore straits on 19 Oct 19. Duty oiler on routine rounds 

onboard, was taken hostage by five robbers armed with guns and knives. The robbers threatened the 

oiler and tied his hands. They then stole ship’s spares and escaped. The oiler promptly reported the 

incident to the Officer on Watch who, in turn, raised the alarm and notified the Singapore VTIS. 

 
 Sea Theft/ Off Pointe Noire Anchorage, Congo/ 20 Oct 19.  

     

A sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Hong Kong flagged Container ship            

MAERSK ROUBAIX at Pointe Noire South Anchorage on 20 Oct 19. The Duty Officer, on routine 

rounds, noticed a mooring rope in the water and notified the Bridge. An alarm was raised and the crew 

was mustered. Investigations revealed that padlock of the paint locker had been cut open and ship 

equipment had been stolen. A boat with two personnel was seen moving away from the vessel. The 

incident was reported to Port Control. 

 
 Attempted Sea Theft / Off Cigading Anchorage, Indonesia/ 21 Oct 19. 

 

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an anchored Singapore flagged Bulk Carrier                               

CSK ENTERPRISE at Cigading anchorage on 21 Oct 19. The alert crew onboard noticed four 

unauthorised personnel near the entrance of the Engine Room. An alarm was raised following which, 

the perpetrators escaped without stealing any item onboard.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft / Straits of Malacca and Singapore / 24 Oct 19. 

 

An attempted sea theft incident was reported onboard an underway Saudi Arabia flagged Product 

Tanker NCC AMAL while transiting through the Singapore straits on 24 Oct 19. The alert crew onboard 

noticed four robbers on main deck and raised the alarm. Hearing the alarm, the robbers escaped without 

stealing any item onboard. The incident was reported to Singapore VTIS and the safe navigational 

broadcast was initiated. 

Comments. Three incidents related to attempted sea thefts and sea robbery were reported in the 

western sector of Singapore straits within a short span of few days (18,19 and 24 Oct) in the month 

of Oct 19. Although the incidents on 18 and 24 Oct were attempted actions, the incident on 19 Oct 

involved usage of weapons and violence with the crew. Enhanced vigilance is being exercised by all 

littorals and necessary navigational broadcasts were being initiated on receipt of any report of 

suspicious activity.  
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 Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 04 Oct 19.                              (Sea Cucumber) 

 

Sri Lanka Navy apprehended seven personnel for illegally 

transferring four kg of Sea Cucumber and three Conch Shells in 

the seas of Mannar on 04 Oct 19. The North Central Sri Lankan 

Naval Command, during a patrol, apprehended the personnel 

for transferring sea cucumber and conch shells without a valid 

permit. Along with the suspects, a dinghy, an outboard motor 

and fishing gear used for the illegal act were also seized. The 

suspects along with the seized items were handed over to the 

Fisheries Inspector of Mannar for further action. 

 
 Drug Smuggling/ Off Kochi, India/ 05 Oct 19.                                            (Heroin) 

At least 150 Kg of heroin was seized in a joint operation of the Coast Guards of India, Maldives and           

Sri Lanka from a boat on transit from Pakistan to international waters in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 

off the coast of Kochi on 05 Oct 19. The Indian security agencies detected the boat on 30 Sep 19 about 

500 Nm off Kochi. Sri Lankan and Maldivian Coast Guards were also alerted who, in turn, deployed 

their ships to intercept the vessel in coordination with their Indian counterparts. In a joint operation on 

05 Oct, the Maldivian Coast Guard and Maldivian Police seized the suspect vessel in their waters. The 

drug was recovered from two bags and the boat is being subject to a thorough investigation.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 05 Oct 19.                    (Cannabis) 

 

Sri Lankan Navy personnel during a routine patrol on 05 Oct 19 

arrested two people with over 122 Kg of Cannabis. The naval 

personnel whilst conducting a patrol in the sea spotted a 

suspicious dinghy and found the consignment of Cannabis 

onboard. The arrested personnel along with the seized 

consignment were handed over to the Police Narcotic Bureau in 

Jaffna for onward investigation.  

 

 
 Drug Smuggling/ Arabian Sea, Oman Coast/ 11 Oct 19.              (Heroin & Methamphetamine) 

Royal Navy’s frigate HMS MONTROSE,along with French 

frigate FS JEAN BART, seized a large haul of Drugs in the 

Arabian Sea on 11 Oct 19. The suspicious vessel was 

spotted by a French helicopter on 11 Oct and detained by 

forces from the FS JEAN BART. Personnel from the Royal 

Navy and Royal Marines then conducted a search of the 

vessel, where they found a ‘large number of packages’. 

HMS MONTROSE had been undergoing replenishment at 

sea with a US tanker when she was alerted by the French 

frigate. The two warships seized 95 Kg of Heroin and 75 

Kg of crystal Methamphetamine worth more than a million 

US dollars.  

 

 

 

 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/security/maritime-security/HMS_Montrose_drug_seizure.jpg
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 Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Mandapam, India/ 13 Oct 19.                    (Sea Cucumber) 

India’s Mandapam Forest authorities seized a huge haul of 3,200 Kg of endangered Sea Cucumbers, 

protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, after intercepting a fishing boat off 

Mandapam seashore and arrested two personnel. A team of Mandapam Forest Range was patrolling in 

the sea off Mandapam in the early hours of 13 Oct 19 when they intercepted a country fishing boat and 

seized the species, stuffed in plastic cement bags.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Andaman Sea, Myanmar / 16 Oct 19.                         (Methamphetamine) 

A total of 23 sacks of crystal methamphetamine were 

spotted and recovered in the Andaman Sea off Myanmar's 

coastal Ayeyarwady region by Myanmar fishermen on         

16 Oct 19. Each sack contained plastic-wrapped bags 

labelled as Chinese green tea. The contraband was initially 

mistaken by the fishermen to be a natural deodorant 

chemical Potassium Alum, which is widely used in 

Myanmar. When they burned it, and some of them almost 

fainted, they informed the Police. During further search on 

the beach by the Myanmar Police, additional two sacks of 

the same substance were recovered, bringing the total to 691 

Kg, which is estimated to be worth about $20.2 million.  
  

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 19 Oct 19.                   (Cannabis) 

 Sri Lankan Navy, in coordination with Sri Lankan Coast 

Guard, apprehended three personnel with 222 Kg of Cannabis, 

during a patrol in seas of Jaffna on 19 Oct 19. The drug was 

packed in six sacks as 89 parcels were recovered and the 

suspects with the dinghy were apprehended. The suspects 

along with seized drugs were handed over to Police for further 

action. 

 

 

 Cigarettes Smuggling/ Off Tara Island, Philippines/ 27 Oct 19.                         (Cigarettes) 

Philippine Naval Task Group (NTG) intercepted about 

136,350 cartons of imported Cigarettes worth                     

USD 16,76,530, and 200 sacks of Ammonium Nitrate, a 

bomb-making component off the waters of East Tara Island 

on 27 Oct 19. NTG stated that the importer of the tobacco 

products failed to produce the documentation of the 

imported tobacco products, rendering the shipment illegal. 

The intercepted vessel and the confiscated items are 

temporarily placed under the custody for proper 

documentation and disposition. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Comments. The Government of India has listed all species of sea cucumbers under Schedule 1 of 

the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, imposing a blanket ban on their harvesting from Indian 

waters.   
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Chundikulam, Sri Lanka/ 30 Oct 19.                             (Cannabis) 

Sri Lankan Navy (SLN) apprehended a person with 26 Kg 

of Cannabis, off the Sri Lankan coast on 30 Oct 19.  

Whilst on patrol, SLN intercepted a suspicious vessel in the 

seas off Chundikulam and interrogated the person onboard 

the vessel. Based on information, the Navy recovered 12 

packages containing 26 Kg of Cannabis. The suspect, along 

with the vessel and cannabis, was handed over to the Police 

for onward investigation. 

 

 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Singapore Strait, Singapore/ 30 Oct 19.                    (Marine Gas Oil) 

In a joint operation, Singapore’s Police Coast Guard (PCG) with the Maritime and Port Authority of 

Singapore (MPA) arrested 11 personnel, for their suspected involvement in an illegal transaction of       

Marine Gas Oil (MGO) on 30 Oct 19. The PCG arrested six crew members of a craft belonging to a 

marine service provider and another five crewmen of a foreign registered tugboat for the illegal 

transaction of MGO. The tugboat was seized for further investigation.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Lakshadweep Island, India/ 01 Oct 19. 

 

A foreign fishing vessel was apprehended by                     

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on 01 Oct 19 for allegedly fishing 

in India’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in violation of 

the Maritime Zones of India Act of 1976. ICGS Samar 

detected the fishing vessel Samadi-07 while carrying out 

EEZ surveillance. The vessel, along with six crew members 

onboard, was apprehended 170 Nm West of Agatti island. 

Upon inspection, the boat was found to have about 600 Kg 

of fish onboard. The boat was subsequently escorted to 

Kochi harbour and a joint interrogation of the crew was 

conducted by various State and Central agencies.    

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Sundarbans, Bangladesh/ 02 Oct 19. 

Bangladesh Coast Guard apprehended eight foreign 

fishermen when their boat developed a technical snag in the 

middle of the sea and drifted into Bangladesh waters on       

02 Oct 19. The crew of eight fishermen set sail in a 

mechanised boat AMRUTHA, and were detained in early 

Oct 19. The reason for their entry into territorial waters is 

being ascertained. 

 

 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Karaikal, India/ 03 Oct 19.  

 

The Indian Coast Guard apprehended eight foreign fishing vessels, along with 18 crew members, for 

fishing illegally in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone off Puducherry on 03 Oct 19. The fishing 

vessels were caught fishing illegally in the Indian EEZ. All the apprehended boats were brought to 

Karaikal harbor in Puducherry for joint investigation by security agencies.    

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Sundarbans, Bangladesh/ 03 Oct 19. 

 

 Bangladesh Navy detained 23 fishermen and seized two fishing trawlers- Swarnadweep and Amrite on 

03 Oct 19 while they were reportedly fishing in the Bay of Bengal within Bangladesh's waters. Later, 

the Navy filed a case against the perpetrators under the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, 1983. The suspects, 

along with fishing boats, were handed over to the Mongla police station on 04 Oct 19.  

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 05 Oct 19.  

 

Sri Lanka Navy apprehended 23 local personnel engaged in 

illegal fishing using banned nets, in the sea off Trincomalee 

on 05 Oct 19. The apprehended personnel were found to be 

residents of Kinniya and Mohottuwaram areas aged 19 to 

48. Four banned nets, 04 dinghies and 04 OBMs were also 

taken into naval custody and the personnel were handed 

over to Assistant Director of Fisheries- Trincomalee for 

further action.  

 

 

 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Jahat Shoal, Malaysia/ 08 Oct 19.  

 

Malysian Marine Police apprehended six foreigners for 

reportedly fishing illegally in Malaysian waters off Jahat Shoal, 

approximately 17 Nm from Tanjung Kubong, North of Labuan 

on 08 Oct 19. The fishermen were caught using trawl nets 

below 38 mm, which is an offence under Section 26(b) of the 

Malysian Fisheries Act, 1985. Police seized the fishing vessel 

with engine, two fishing nets and 500 Kg marine catch worth 

USD 39,620 altogether. 

 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Semporna, Malaysia/ 08 Oct 19. 

 

Malysian Marine police detained two men and seized 40 Kg of 

suspected bombed fish worth USD 1,255 from a pump boat on 

08 Oct 19. A team of Marine Police intercepted the single-

engine pump boat following tip-off and days of monitoring by 

the Marine Intelligent Unit on pump boats involved in fish 

bombing activity. The suspects and the confiscated assets were 

brought to the Semporna Headquarters for further action. The 

case is being investigated under Section 26(1) (c) of the 

Malaysian Fisheries Act 1985. 

 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 11 Oct 19. 

Sri Lankan Navy apprehended 11 local personnel engaged in 

illegal fishing blasting explosive, in seas of Trincomalee, on 11 

Oct 19. Further, Eastern Naval Command of Sri Lankan Navy 

seized 1354 Kg of fish caught by blasting explosive (Dynamite), 

during a raid carried out at Soodikuda area. Two dinghies and 

two OBMs used for illegal fishing were also taken into Naval 

custody.The suspects along with the seized gear were handed 

over to the office of the Fisheries Inspector- Muttur. 

 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Somalia coast, Somalia/ 15 Oct 19. 

The Somaliland Coast Guard conducted an operation which led to the seizure of at least 20 foreign 

vessels conducting illegal fishing in Somaliland’s territorial waters. A delegation headed by the 

Somaliland Coast Guard Chief visited the coasts in the state. During the inspection tour, the Coast 

Guard intercepted 20 foreign vessels fishing illegally in the state’s coasts.  

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 16 Oct 19. 

 Sri Lankan Navy (SLN) on patrol apprehended 19 local 

personnel engaged in illegal fishing using banned nets at the 

seas off Trincomalee on 16 Oct 19. SLN also seized four 

dinghies, four banned nets, four OBMs and some fishing gears. 

The apprehended personnel along with the other fishing gears 

were handed over to the Assistant Director of Fisheries-

Trincomalee.   
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Paradip, India/ 16 Oct 19.  

 

The Indian Coast Guard and Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary personnel intercepted two fishing vessels 

and arrested 23 fishermen on charges of catching fish illegally after trespassing into the Gahirmatha 

Marine Sanctuary on 16 Oct 19. The forest personnel also seized 2.5 tonnes of fish catch and fishing 

equipment.  

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Lakshadweep, India/ 21 Oct 19.  

 

Coastal Security Police arrested 15 foreign fishermen for allegedly intruding into Indian territorial 

waters near Lakshadweep for fishing. Indian Coast Guard (ICG) ship VIKRAM patrolling in Indian 

territorial waters on 21 Oct 19 found fishing vessels AVIDHI and ISHAN fishing approximately            

165 Nm off Agatti Island. As the fishing vessels refused to stop despite warnings, the Coast Guard 

forced the crew to stop the boats. The Master and crew of the boats reportedly refused to show 

documents in their possession. While on the way to New Mangalore Port, fishing boat AVIDHI 

developed a technical snag and sank. The crew were shifted to ISHAN and all the 15 fishermen were 

brought to New Mangalore Port. Later, the Coastal Security Police following a complaint by ICG, 

registered a case under Sections 3, 7, 10, 14, 15 (a) and 15 (c) of Maritime Zone of India Act.   

 
 IUU fishing/ Off Gujarat coast, India/ 21 Oct 19. 

India’s Border Security Force (BSF) arrested two foreign 

fishermen and seized their boat from the creek area off the 

Gujarat coast in Kutch district on 21 Oct 19. The incident 

took place when a team of BSF personnel was patrolling the 

creek area near India’s maritime border. The fishermen 

were captured when they tried to flee after abandoning their 

boat.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments. India’s state of Odisha has banned fishing between 01 Nov 19 to 31 May 20, in the 

state’s Gahiramatha marine sanctuary to protect Olive Ridley turtles. Gahiramatha, in the state’s 

Kendrapada district, was declared a marine sanctuary in 1997. Known as the world’s largest Olive 

Ridley rookery, the animals come in substantial numbers in the waters surrounding the sanctuary 

in November for mating. The females lay eggs in March. India’s Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 and 

its latest amendments in 2006 provide legal protection to all the sea turtle species occurring in the 

state. Officials had seized 102 fishing boats and trawlers and had arrested 832 fishermen on 

charges of illegally fishing within Gahiramatha during the ban period between 01 Nov 18 and           

31 May 19. Around 4,70,000 turtles had laid eggs between 26 February  and 5 March this year at 

the Nasi-1 and Nasi-2 islands within Gahiramatha due to the fishing ban imposed by the forest 

department. 

Update 
 

On 11 Oct, BSF’s water wing had reportedly seized five wooden fishing vessels which had been 

abandoned in the same area. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 24 Oct 19. 

The Sri Lankan Navy apprehended eight local personnel 

engaged in illegal fishing activities during a patrol carried 

out off Trincomalee on 24 Oct 19. The Navy held the 

personnel who were engaged in fishing using unauthorised 

fishing nets. Along with the suspects, a dinghy, an outboard 

motor, banned net and 45 Kg of illegally caught fish were 

seized. The apprehended personnel along with seized gear 

were handed over to the Muthur Fisheries Inspector for 

onward action. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kelantan, Malaysia/ 26 Oct 19. 

 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

detained a foreign fishing vessel and 11 crew for illegally 

fishing in Malaysian waters on 26 Oct 19. The suspects 

were detained at 123 Nm off Tok Bali by MMEA vessel   

KM JUJUR. The total seizure is estimated at USD 144,860 

and the case is being investigated under the Fisheries Act 

1985. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sinking of fishing vessels involved in IUU fishing by Indonesia 
 

Indonesia’s Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Minister Susi Pudjiastuti on 06 Oct 19, led the sinking of 

21 foreign fishing boats that were caught illegally fishing over two areas in the Indonesian territory. 

The vessels that were sunk mainly consist of foreign fishing vessels caught fishing at Tanjung Datok 

and over the waters of West Kalimantan. The Fisheries Minister asserted that the sinking is intended 

to act as a deterrence for other fishing boats which continue to illegally fish in Indonesian waters.  
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 01 Oct 19. 

 

Libyan Coast Guard intercepted more than 100 Europe bound 

migrants off the country’s Mediterranean coast. 

A rubber boat with 102 African migrants, including three women 

and a child, were stopped on 01 Oct 19 near the capital, Tripoli. 

The migrants were taken to a detention center in Khoms, around 

75 Nm East of Tripoli.  

 

 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Mayotte/ 10 Oct 19. 

 

Between 07 and 10 Oct 19, local authorities in Mayotte coordinated interception of nine boats involved 

in irregular human migration. A total of 120 migrants along with nine suspected smugglers were 

arrested in the reported incidents. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea, Libya/ 13 Oct 19. 

 

The Libyan Coast Guard rescued 94 illegal migrants off Libya's coast in the Mediterranean Sea on          

13 Oct 19. The Navy Special Forces rescued 94 irregular migrants, including 14 women and four 

children, in a small inflatable boat. The Navy special forces rescued 94 irregular migrants, including 14 

women and four children, in a small inflatable overcrowded boat, which started sinking as water leaked 

into it, approximately four miles into the Mediterranean from the Tajour naval base. All rescued 

migrants were provided with medical and humanitarian aid. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea, Morocco/ 13 Oct 19. 

 

The Moroccan Royal Navy rescued 329 irregular migrants from 10 to 13 Oct 19 in the Mediterranean 

Sea. The migrants aboard small boats were mostly from sub-Saharan nations. The list included 49 

women and several children. Local authorities provided first aid to the migrants, who were safely 

brought back to several ports across Morocco. National police arrested four suspects for alleged links 

to criminal networks active in undocumented migration. During the operation, police seized knives, two 

cars, a dose of cocaine, mobile phones, as well as a significant sum of money in cash. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Abu Kammash, Libya/ 19 Oct 19. 

 

Libyan Coast Guard rescued 148 illegal immigrants of 

various nationalities off the country’s western coast on        

19 Oct 19. After receiving a distress call, a search and 

rescue patrol of the Coast Guard rescued 148 illegal 

immigrants on three rubber boats off the coasts of the cities 

of Abu Kammash and Sabratha. The immigrants included 

15 women and 11 children who were provided with 

humanitarian and medical assistance and handed over to the 

Anti-Illegal Immigration Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 



 15     

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Zuwara, Libya/ 20 Oct 19. 

 

Libyan Coast Guard rescued 107 illegal migrants, including 

women and children in the Seas off the coast of Zuwara in 

Western Libya on 20 Oct 19. The migrants, from different 

African nationalities, were on rubber dinghies heading to 

the European shores from Zuwara. The detention unit in 

Tripoli took the migrants, offered them necessary assistance 

before they were taken to a detention centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 20 Oct 19. 

 

On 20 Oct 19, SLN apprehended three suspects who attempted to illegally enter Sri Lanka by sea off 

Mannar. The suspects were identified as illegal Sri Lankan migrants returning to Sri Lanka. Two           

Sri Lankan human traffickers were also arrested from the dinghy. The five Sri Lankans and the dinghy 

was thereafter taken to the naval base SLNS Thammanna, and were handed over to the Talaimannar 

Police for further legal action. 

 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off North Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 28 Oct 19. 

 

A Joint team from the Indonesian Navy foiled a human 

trafficking attempt to Sabah, Malaysia, on 28 Oct 19. 25 

undocumented workers from Indonesia were travelling 

from Nunukan Island and Sebatik Island using a speedboat. 

They arrived on Sebatik Island, which borders the land and 

sea directly with Tawau, Malaysia. The personnel were not 

in possession of valid identification cards. They were later 

handed over to the local Migrant Workers Placement, 

Protection and Monitoring Agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. According to UN International Organisation for Migration (IOM), 87,315 migrants 

and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 30 October, a 12% decrease from the 99,122 

arriving during the same period last year. Deaths recorded on the three main Mediterranean Sea 

routes in 2019 thus far stands at 1,087 individuals—or about 53% of the 2,044 deaths confirmed 

during the same period in 2018. 
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 Seizure/ Off Tanjung Penawar, Malaysia/ 01 Oct 19. 

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized a Panama flagged Chemical Tanker 

MARIOS G for illegally anchoring in the waters of Bandar Penawar on       01 Oct 19. The tanker was 

seized by an MMEA patrol boat about 11 Nm East of Tanjung Penawar. The tanker, manned by an all 

Filipino crew including the Master, was seized after an MMEA inspection found that there was no valid 

permit obtained from the Marine Department to anchor the 175m long tanker vessel.   

 
 SAR/ Off Socotra Island, Yemen/ 03 Oct 19. 

Saudi  led coalition naval forces rescued 60 passengers 

(including 11 women, seven children and 42 men) and five 

crew of a Yemeni vessel, AL-WATHIQ, which was found 

floating at sea some 117 Nm from Nishtun Port following an 

engine failure on 03 Oct 19. The search and rescue operation 

lasted for 18 hours. The vessel was towed to Nishtun Port. The 

towing operation took 28 hours in a        46-hour search and 

rescue operation. 

 

 

 

 SAR/ Off Odisha Coast, India/ 08 Oct 19. 

A fishing trawler MAA JADUA capsized near the Odisha coast 

in the Bay of Bengal on 08 Oct 19. There were five personnel 

in the fishing trawler out of which two were rescued. Three of 

the fishermen in trawler were still missing. A joint rescue 

operation was launched by local people and marine police to 

trace the missing fishermen.  

 

 

 

 Medevac/ Off Lakshadweep Island, India/ 12 Oct 19. 

 

Indian Navy successfully undertook Medevac of a lady 

police personnel, Rasiya Beeguma, of Agatti who had 

suffered a stroke, to Kochi for further treatment on                

12 Oct 19. Southern Naval Command of Indian Navy 

launched a naval Dornier aircraft from Kochi airfield, for 

the evacuation of the patient at Agatti upon request received 

from local authorities. The aircraft landed at Agatti with 

medical team to embark the patient and in about less than 

two hours landed at naval airfield in Kochi. 

 

 

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Update  
 

09 Oct 19 – Another crew from the fishing trawler MAA JADUA was rescued. Another crew’s dead 

body was found early on 09 Oct. However, search operation for one missing crew remained 

underway. 
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 Death/ Chittagong Shipbreaking Yard, Bangladesh/ 12 Oct 19. 

 

Two workers died after inhaling toxic gas at a Bangladeshi shipbreaking yard on 12 Oct 19. Reportedly, 

the two workers fell ill after falling into a gas tank while working on an old ship at the OWW 

shipbreaking yard in Chittagong. The two workers were rushed immediately to the Chittagong Medical 

College Hospital, but died while undergoing treatment. 

 
 Vessel detained/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 13 Oct 19. 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

detained 14 foreign crew and seized two boats and a tanker for 

behaving in a suspicious manner in the waters off East Johor 

on 13 Oct 19. The first boat, a wooden boat carrying three 

Indonesian men was detained about 3.5 Nm South of Tanjung 

Penyusop and is being investigated under Section 44 and 49 

of the Customs Act 1967. Two hours later, a boat, which was 

used as a water taxi, was seized at 2.5 Nm South of Tanjung 

Bulat. The skipper and a passenger were detained under 

Section 44 of the Customs Act 1967. An Equatorial Guinea 

flagged Tanker FITRI 7 was detained about 7.4 Nm East of Tanjung Penawar. Nine crew members of 

the tanker were held and will be investigated under Section 491B (l) and Section 72 (1) of the Merchant 

Shipping Ordinance 1952.  

 Medevac/ Off Tamil Nadu coast, India/ 14 Oct 19. 

 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on 14 Oct 19 successfully undertook Medevac of a 33-year-old injured 

fisherman from sea off Point Calimere shore in Tamil Nadu. ICGS ARNVESH and C-435 received a 

distress call from the fishing boat. On reaching the spot, they found a profusely bleeding fisherman with 

cuts on his neck, suffered while hauling trawl nets. He was administered first aid and was immediately 

evacuated to Karaikal. The condition of fisherman was reported to be stable.   

 

 Capsize/ Off Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam/ 18 Oct 19. 

Vietnamese flagged Container ship VIETSUN INTEGRITY 

capsized and sank on 18 Oct 19 while sailing downstream 

between buoys 28/30 on the Long Tau River, Vietnam. The ship 

developed heavy starboard list and capsized about an hour later. 

There were 285 containers onboard, most of which reportedly 

fell overboard creating a major navigational hazard. Further, 

there is approximately 150 tons of oil onboard the vessel. Local 

authorities initiated actions to control any oil spill. The Ho Chi 

Minh City Port Authority restricted maritime traffic in the 

region. All 17 crew members were safely rescued. 

 

 Collision/ Karachi Harbor, Pakistan/ 21 Oct 19. 

A Chinese flagged COSCO heavy lift ship DA XIN collided with 

berthed Indian flagged container ship DIYALA at Karachi Harbor 

while maneuvering to berth, on 21 Oct 19. Reportedly DA XIN 

struck Berth 25, bounced off and collided with DIYALA, moored 

at Berth 26. The quay suffered most damage. The vessel was 

finally moored at the Karachi International Container Terminal.  

 

 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/media/cache/newsroom_article_images/DAXIN/1387849c02008741563d68ba51a24f99.jpg
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 SAR/ Off Malpe Light house, India/ 23 Oct 19. 

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on 23 Oct 19 rescued a 

fisherman, who had fallen into the Arabian Sea from a 

fishing boat off the Udupi coast. Coast Guard District 

Headquarter received a distress message from the office of 

the Coastal Security Police, Malpe that the fisherman, was 

missing from the fishing boat SHAIONAL ANGEL. The 

ICG immediately deployed ICG ship SAVITRIBAI PHULE 

which located the fisherman at about 10 Nm from Malpe 

Light House and rescued him.   

 

 Aground/ Off Mormugao, India/ 24 Oct 19. 

An Indian flagged Chemical Tanker NU SHI NALINI ran 

aground near Goa on 24 Oct 19. The unmanned tanker 

which ran aground nearly two miles off the shore of Dona 

Paula, was stuck on a rock, due to strong winds and rough 

seas and was carrying a cargo of almost 2,000 tons of 

Naphtha along with 50 tons of Heavy Oil and 19 tons of 

Diesel. A joint operation involving multiple agencies, 

including an Indian Navy helicopter team, was launched to 

navigate the tanker to safety. Port assessment and the Coast 

Guard aerial inspection found no oil spillage. The Indian 

Coast Guard also stationed one oil spill response vessel in 

the vicinity of the grounded vessel.  

 
 Collision/ Chittagong port, Bangladesh/ 24 Oct 19. 

Product tanker DESH-I with 1,200 tons of Diesel fuel onboard 

collided with with another vessel CT-38 off Chittagong port, 

Bangladesh, on 24 Oct 19. The tanker hull was breached leading 

to leakage of almost 10 tonnes of diesel.  

 

 

 

 SAR/ Off Ankola, India / 24 Oct 19. 

 

Karnataka coastal security force rescued nine persons from a stranded ship near Ankola, Uttara Kannada 

district on 24 Oct 19. The ship, SAI KALASHA got stranded at sea owing to heavy weather and strong 

winds when it was on its way from Mumbai to Mangaluru port. After an alert was received from the 

Update  
 

The operation to empty about 2,000 tonnes of naphtha, 50 tonnes of heavy oil and 19 tonnes of diesel 

from the cargo ship commenced on 29 Oct 19. Salvage operation would include dropping of heavy 

pumps and equipment on the vessel for the operation. The hydraulic pumps would be used to pump 

out naptha onto smaller chemical barges anchored nearby. Thereafter, the barges would ferry naptha 

to a larger ocean going chemical tanker. 

 

 
 
  

 

Update  
 

According to Chattogram port authority almost 80 percent of the spillage had been removed by a 

cleaning vessel by 25 Oct.  Bangladesh’s Department of environment subsequently issued a heavy 

fine against the tanker. 
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ship, Belkeri Coastal Security Police personnel rushed a rescue team and managed to rescue the seaman 

from the stranded vessel. 

 
 SAR/ Arabian Sea, India/ 25 Oct 19. 

 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) rescued 19 fishermen and 

escorted more than 2100 fishing boats to safety at various 

ports in the West Coast after it stepped up efforts for search 

and rescue of fishermen stranded in the wake of Cyclone 

Kyarr. Ten ICG ships were deployed for locating fishing 

boats and helping stranded fisherman in affected cyclone hit 

areas. Four ICG Dorniers were tasked with area scan and to 

locate stranded fishing boats.  

 

 

 SAR/ Off Mumbai, India/ 26 Oct 19. 

Indian Navy on 26 Oct 19 rescued 17 fishermen after their 

boat broke down in the high sea, off the coast of Mumbai, 

owing to high wind speed due to Cyclone Kyarr. The 

fishermen were stranded as the boat VAISHNO DEVI 

MATA developed an engine failure and started flooding. 

Indian Naval Ship TEG was immediately diverted to the 

area to rescue the fishermen from the sinking fishing boat 

off Mumbai High in very severe cyclonic weather. The 

Navy's ship made multiple approaches to the fishing boat 

and was able to rescue all 17 fishermen.  

 
 SAR/ Off  Puttalam, Sri Lanka/ 27 Oct 19. 

Sri Lankan Navy rescued two fishermen who were in distress in the seas of Puttalam on 27 Oct 19. 

Upon receipt of the distress call, a Naval craft was promptly dispatched for the rescue mission. The 

distressed craft which was floating in the North Western seas was brought safely to SLNS VIJAYA in 

Kalpitiya.  
 

 Aground/ Off Camotes Island, Philippines/ 27 Oct 19. 

A roll on/roll off passenger ship MIKA MARI 3 carrying 330 

personnel including 311 passengers, 19 crew members and 

23 vehicles, ran aground in the Camotes Islands, Cebu on     

27 Oct 19. Philippine Coast Guard stated that the Coast 

Guard Sub Station (CGSS) received a distress call after the 

auxiliary engine of the passenger ship tripped off, causing it 

to run aground about 0.1 Nm off Consuelo Port. The CGSS 

deployed motor boats to ferry the stranded passengers. All 

the passengers were safely brought ashore.  
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 SAR/ Off Talisay, Philippines/ 27 Oct 19. 

The Philippines Coast Guard (PCG) rescued four fishermen 

in waters of Carcar City after their boat capsized on 27 Oct 

19. PCG stated that personnel of their Multirole Response 

Vessel, who were patrolling the waters of South Cebu, saw 

the four fishermen who managed to keep afloat in seawater. 

The fishermen were headed for the neighbouring province, 

when they experienced sudden violent gust of wind which 

caused their boat to capsize. PCG rescued the four 

fishermen and towed their boat to Cebu City. 

 

 

 SAR/ Off Western coast, India/ 27 Oct 19. 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) personnel rescued nine 

fishermen who were caught in the middle of the Arabian 

Sea on 27 Oct 19, despite heavy rain and gusty wind 

blowing under the influence of cyclone Kyarr. The distress 

message was received regarding two missing Indian Fishing 

Boat (IFB) GANGA GANESH and SUVARNA JYOTHI with 

six crew each onboard. ICGS SAMRAT sighted the stranded 

vessel approximately 39 Nm West of Tolkeshwar point. All 

nine crew members were rescued and brought back to 

Mormugao port on 28 Oct. All the crew were provided with 

first aid and were reported stable. 

 
 Sunk/ Off Hanoi, Vietnam/ 31 Oct 19. 

A Vietnamese flagged Cargo ship THANH CONG 999 sank 

on 31 Oct 19 approximately 3 Nm from Son Duong in the 

Gulf of Tonkin. The ship, loaded with stone powder, had a 

crew of 13 personnel onboard. SAR was launched and after 

several hours of search, 12 people were rescued while one 

was reported missing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.fleetmon.com/media/cache/newsroom_article_images/THANH-CONG/9392e2ab173505907cc15bd0da190cbf.jpg
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 Attack on tanker/ Red Sea, Saudi Arabia/ 11 Oct 19. 

 

 An Iranian flagged crude oil tanker was reportedly hit in the Red Sea by two suspected rockets/missiles 

on 11 Oct 19 off the coast of Saudi Arabia. The details of the vessel still remain unconfirmed but there 

were reports pertaining to oil spill in the Red Sea. On 11 Oct 19, Iranian flagged crude oil tanker SABITI 

sent out a distress message via onboard INMARSAT terminal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GULF OF ADEN/ GULF OF OMAN WATCH 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Analysis 

 

 
 

 

SAVIZ – Iranian flagged cargo ship which has been anchored in Red Sea for last two years 

 

SINOPA – Iranian flagged crude oil tanker which was in the vicinity of reported explosion position 
 

SABITI - Iranian flagged crude oil tanker which was in the vicinity of reported explosion position

  

 Out of the two tankers in the vicinity, SINOPA which had not been transmitting on AIS since             

mid-August started transmitting on 08 Oct 19 and post the incident timing, continued northwards 

towards Suez. SABITI, which had also not been transmitting since mid-August started transmitting 

immediately after the reported explosion. The vessel was also monitored to be transiting southwards 

and thereafter, later to Persian Gulf. As can be seen in the inset in the figure above, the vessel was 

also monitored to be transiting at a very slow speed in the vicinity of SAVIZ from 0500 to 1800 on 13 

Oct before continuing its journey towards Persian Gulf. 

 

https://en.mehrnews.com/news/151189/SABITI-oil-tanker-to-arrive-in-Bandar-Abbas-within-9-days-PMO
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 Goa Maritime Conclave – 2019. 

 

The Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC) 2019 conducted by India’s Naval War College, Goa was 

inaugurated by National Security Advisor, Shri Ajit Kumar Doval, on 04 Oct 19, and attended by Chiefs 

of Navies and representatives from 10 Indian Ocean littoral countries. The visiting Naval Chiefs also 

addressed the gathering and put forward their perspectives to the forum. The theme for the conclave 

was “Common Maritime Priorities in IOR and need for Regional Maritime Strategy”. On the side-lines 

of the conclave, Bilateral Meetings were also held to further build up on the bonds of friendship and 

discuss country specific issues. During the occasion, certificates were also presented to eight officers 

from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and Vietnam who had 

attended and successfully completed the 4th Regional Maritime Security Course (RMSC) of eight weeks 

at Naval War College goa, from 13 Aug to 05 Oct 19.  

 

 Global Maritime Security Conference (GMSC) held at Nigeria.  

In view of the reported incidents of insecurity in the Gulf of 

Guinea (GoG), the interconnectedness of the maritime 

environment and the shared responsibility for effective 

ocean governance and maritime security, the Federal 

Ministry of Transportation in conjunction with Nigerian 

Maritime Administration and Safety Agency and the 

Nigerian Navy organised a Global Maritime Security 

Conference, on behalf of Nigeria and the Gulf of Guinea, 

from 07 to 09 Oct 19 at the International Conference Centre, 

Abuja. The Conference was attended by international, 

continental and regional maritime institutions and 

stakeholders as well as representatives from over 80 

nations. Under the theme "Managing and Securing our 

Waters", the three day Conference featured deliberations on 

11 thematic panels where experts led discussions and 

proffered solutions options on a wide spectrum of maritime security and development issues in the 

region.  

 

 Sri Lanka hosts Galle Dialogue: International Maritime Conference. 

 

The tenth Annual International Maritime Conference 'Galle Dialogue 2019' was organized by the           

Sri Lankan Navy under the auspices of the Ministry of Defence in Colombo on 21 and 22 Oct 19.          

Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena inaugurated the two-day maritime conference. The 

conference under the theme "Refining mindset to address transnational maritime threats: A review of 

the decade" brought together maritime partners from 55 countries, ten international organizations and 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

GMSC 2019 

During the Conference a number of observations were made on four major clusters of issues to an 

amenable regional maritime environment. These were: 

(a) The legal/policy/regulatory framework for maritime security. 

(b) The institutional framework and capacities. 

(c) The material, human, financial, technological and other resources needed to enhance security in 

the GoG. 

(d) The ways and means of implementing the necessary strategies for enhanced maritime security in 

the region. 

 The detailed communique of the conference may be accessed at 

https://globalmaritimesecurityconf.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/GMSC2019-DAY3-

NEWSLETTER-pg6.pdf . 

 

https://globalmaritimesecurityconf.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/GMSC2019-DAY3-NEWSLETTER-pg6.pdf
https://globalmaritimesecurityconf.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/GMSC2019-DAY3-NEWSLETTER-pg6.pdf
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three defence industries. The purpose of this conference was to provide a common platform for national 

and international stake holders to discuss and deliberate maritime related issues. 

 

 UN Joint Working Group on IUU fishing. 

 

Around 120 States, 70 ministerial-level representatives, 

30 international organizations and 500 delegates 

attended the Torremolinos Ministerial Conference on 

Fishing Vessel Safety and Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) Fishing  from 21 to 23 Oct 19, in one 

of the largest fishing vessel conferences held in the 

history of IMO. A Joint Working Group of three UN 

agencies – the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

and the International Labour Organization (ILO) - met 

in Torremolinos, Spain from 23 to 25 Oct 19 to address 

IUU fishing. The group recommended that the three 

organizations promote and support the development of ways to increase coordination and information 

sharing for inspection procedures at national level. Capacity building efforts were highlighted, with a 

recommendation to share information and experience for a potential integrated capacity-building and 

technical cooperation programme on IUU fishing and on promotion of relevant international 

instruments, in particular, among training institutions such as the World Maritime University, the World 

Fisheries University, the International Maritime Law Institute and the ILO International Training 

Centre. Details related to the conference may be accessed  at 

http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/Torremolinos-Conference-safe-fishing-legal-fishing.aspx. 

 

 IORA workshop on Harmonisation of Fisheries and Aquaculture Information System.  

 

In view of strengthening regional-level Blue Economy 

initiatives and to guide regional co-operation through 

improving reporting and knowledge of fisheries and 

aquaculture information, the IORA Fisheries Support 

Unit (FSU), the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

Wealth of Oman, in collaboration with the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association Secretariat hosted the  Workshop on 

Biennial Review of IORA Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Sector - “Harmonization of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Information System in the IORA Member States from 

29 to 30 Oct 19 in Muscat, Oman. The Workshop aimed 

to build on existing reporting initiatives coordinated by various fishery and aquaculture bodies (such as 

FAO, RECOFI, IOTC, APFIC) as well as to compile existing and new information into a biennial 

review of fisheries and aquaculture report for Member States in a user-friendly format and finally to 

identify the (political, technical or financial) gaps in the collected data with emphasis in similarities and 

dissimilarities concepts. Member States also discussed on the possibility of having a standardised 

method and procedures for fisheries data collection, management and analysis in the Indian Ocean rim 

region and developing a biennial review of fisheries and aquaculture report for Member States. 

Cape Town Agreement 

During the conference, 48 States signed the Torremolinos Declaration, publicly indicating their 

determination to ensure that the 2012 Cape Town Agreement on fishing vessel safety will enter into 

force by the tenth anniversary of its adoption (11 October 2022). The Cape Town Agreement includes 

mandatory safety measures for fishing vessels of 24 m in length and over. It covers key parameters 

such as stability and associated seaworthiness, machinery and electrical installations, life-saving 

appliances, communication equipment, fire protection and fishing vessel construction. Although 

adopted in 2012, it will only enter into force after at least 22 States, with an aggregate 3,600 fishing 

vessels of 24 m in length and over, have expressed their consent to be bound by it. 

http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/Torremolinos-Conference-safe-fishing-legal-fishing.aspx
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 Cyclonic Storms KYARR and MAHA in Arabian Sea.  

 

Two cyclonic storms KYAAR and MAHA were observed in 

the Arabian Sea towards the end of Oct 19. Kyaar began as 

a depression in Arabian Sea on 24 Oct and intensified into 

a severe cyclonic storm by 27 Oct. The system attained 

maximum three-minute sustained winds of 250 km/h and a 

minimum barometric pressure of 915 hPa, making Kyarr 

the most intense tropical cyclone ever observed in the 

Arabian Sea. Kyarr began slowly weakening on 29 Oct as 

it headed southwest towards the direction of Somalia and 

dissipated off the coast of Somalia on 01 Nov.  Cyclone 

Maha strengthened into a depression on 30 Oct and 

intensified into an extremely severe cyclonic storm. It made 

a landfall at Gujarat as a depression and quickly weakened 

thereafter. Regular advisories were issued by various Indian 

agencies including IFC-IOR. Adequate preparatory actions 

were undertaken by various government agencies including   

Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard which resulted in minimal damage to men and material due to the 

cyclones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyclones in Arabian Sea 

 

According to Indian Meteorological Department, the Arabian Sea saw the formation of four cyclones 

in 2019 which was a phenomenon recorded after 117 years. The first one to develop into a cyclonic 

storm in the Arabian Sea was VAYU in June, followed by HIKKA in September. October saw 

formation of two cyclones KYARR, which intensified into a super cyclonic storm, and MAHA. Both 

brought unseasonal rains to Karnataka, Maharashtra and Gujarat resulting in damage to life and 

property. Formation of cyclonic storms in the Arabian Sea is normal but it is rare if it develops in 

October-November. Usually, the Bay of Bengal witnesses cyclonic storms during this period. 

Reportedly, the Indian Ocean has recorded the strongest ever positive dipole this year which is a 

phenomenon associated with the warming of waters and may be attributed to formation of low 

pressure areas. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pascal_(unit)
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 Addressing invasive species in ships’ ballast water; treaty amendments enter into force.

  

Amendments to an international treaty aimed at preventing the 

spread of potentially invasive species in ships' ballast water 

entered into force on 13 Oct 19. Ships regularly take on sea 

water, in tanks, to ensure their stability. Known as ballast 

water, this can contain many aquatic species, including in 

microscopic or larval form. These can become invasive and 

harmful if the ballast water is released, unmanaged, in a new 

location at the end of an ocean voyage. Implementation of the 

Ballast Water Management Convention contributes to 

achieving a number of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), in particular, SDG 14 on life below water, which calls for sustainable use 

of the oceans; and SDG 15, which includes targets relating to biodiversity and curtailing the spread of 

invasive species. The amendments in force from 13 Oct formalise the implementation schedule for the 

transition from the D-1 to the D-2 standard. Further details pertaining to ballast water management 

convention may be accessed at http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Implementing-

the-BWM-Convention.aspx . 
 

 UNODC manual on Maritime Crime.  

 

The Global Maritime Crime Programme (GMCP) of the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) provides Member States with 

technical support to tackle the full range of transnational maritime 

crime. Second edition of the manual has been released. The manual is 

used both as a training tool in the capacity-building work carried out by 

the Programme, and as a guide for criminal justice practitioners working 

on maritime cases. The second edition of the Manual contains an 

examination of a number of maritime crimes in detail for the first time, 

including the smuggling of migrants, terrorism, fuel theft and kidnap for 

ransom. The Manual also includes a new chapter on human rights at sea 

and new annexes, printed as separate publications, on the legal issues 

surrounding floating armouries and on the use of force by privately 

contracted security companies. The detailed manual may be accessed at  

https://www.unodc.org/documents/Maritime_crime/19-

02087_Maritime_Crime_Manual_Second_Edition_ebook.pdf. 
 

 Sulphur 2020: stakeholders prepare for a sea change from 01 Jan 20. 

 

From 01 Jan 20, the limit for sulphur in fuel oil used on board ships operating outside designated 

emission control areas will be reduced to 0.50% m/m (mass by mass). This will significantly reduce the 

amount of sulphur oxides emanating from ships and should have major health and environmental 

benefits for the world, particularly for populations living close to ports and coasts. Important 

information that the shipping community needs to be aware about the sulphur limit may be accessed at 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-2020.aspx . 

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Oct 19 in IOR region has 

been uploaded on IFC-IOR website for reference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEN FOR MARINERS 

 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Implementing-the-BWM-Convention.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Implementing-the-BWM-Convention.aspx
https://www.unodc.org/documents/Maritime_crime/19-02087_Maritime_Crime_Manual_Second_Edition_ebook.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/Maritime_crime/19-02087_Maritime_Crime_Manual_Second_Edition_ebook.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-2020.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/BWM/Documents/BWM infographic_FINAL.pdf
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IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

Windward 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.asiatimes.com/ 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://www.thephuketnews.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.andamansheekha.com/ 

 

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 

 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.asiatimes.com/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://www.thephuketnews.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.andamansheekha.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 

 

14 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort 

has been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage 

of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to 

report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and 

build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  The information 

contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Indian 

Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, 

please contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

   

 

14 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

