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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and security 

in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as well as like-

minded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual 

collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations 

positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the 

maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security threats are monitored on a daily 

basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security 

analysis culminates in the form of monthly MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Nov – 

30 Nov 20 have been categorised under the following heads: - 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)   Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

 

A total of 192 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of Nov 20. Maritime 

incidents comprised nearly one third of the total and were followed by Contraband Smuggling, Irregular Human 

Migration, IUU fishing and Piracy & Armed Robbery.   

 

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 2019 approximately 

1,45,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of 11,000-12,000 

distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of Nov 20, the number has been observed to be 

around 14,300. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security threat 

categories for the month of Nov 20. 
 

• Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 57% increase in the number of incidents monitored by the Centre in Nov 20 as 

compared to Oct 20 and a 150% increase from Sep 20. The overall number of incidents as well as incidents in Gulf of Guinea 

were highest for a single month in 2020. GoG had 19 incidents, followed by six incidents of thefts/ robberies onboard vessels 

underway in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, two suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden, two sea thefts off anchorages in 

Vietnam, one each sea robbery off Indonesia, Malaysia & Mozambique and an attempted sea robbery off Bangladesh. Five 

kidnapping incidents involving kidnap of 36 crew members were reported in Gulf of Guinea. This again is highest in terms of 

number of incidents and kidnapped crew for a single month. The 280% increase in reported incidents in GoG as compared to 

Sep 20, goes on-to to reaffirm the analysis published in Oct 20 that the region is the new global piracy hot spot. A positive 

sign is the successful thwarting of five attacks due to presence of armed guards, evasive manoeuvres and crew retreating 

into citadel, all in compliance with BMP WA. However, continued reporting of kidnappings & attacks at extended ranges from 

the coast remains a concern. Several agencies continue to warn the mariners about the possibility of increased attacks in Dec 20. 

The continued occurrence of thefts onboard vessels underway in the eastbound lane of TSS remains a concern for Asia. While they 

are unlikely to pose any imminent risk to mariners, sighting of weapons in one incident needs to be closely monitored.   

• Contraband Smuggling – The month of Nov 20 witnessed a 20% increase in the reported incidents as compared to Oct 20 

and is the highest number of incidents in a single month in 2020. This is a 205% increase from May 20, which had highest number 

of incidents in first five months of 2020. Major drugs seized included Cannabis, Methamphetamine & Heroin. A possible concern 

is the increased seizures of methamphetamine both in number of incidents and the quantity. The high reporting may be 

attributed to increased interdictions due to enhanced enforcement and lifting of COVID related restrictions on boarding 

operations. The Centre continued to monitor large seizures of turmeric as contraband (banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka. 

• IUU Fishing – The reported incidents of IUU fishing were same as Oct 20 which is a 25% decrease as compared to Sep 20. 

This is the lowest number of incidents reported since Jun 20 and may be attributed to a 90% drop (as compared to Sep 20) in 

reported incidents of local IUU fishing off Sri Lanka. The Centre recorded a 45% increase in incidents of poaching as compared to 

Sep 20. This is the highest in last three months and may be attributed to increased interdictions by countries. Poaching was 

reported off Djibouti, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand and Yemen. A seasonal ban 

has been imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing in vicinity of Gahirmatha Sanctuary from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21 to 

protect Olive Ridley turtles during the breeding season.  

• IHM Incidents – There was a 14% increase in the IHM incidents as compared to the previous month. About 55% of the 

reported incidents were recorded across the Mediterranean, 25% off Mayotte and remaining off India, Oman, Sri Lanka, SE Asia 

and Tanzania. The highest reported single month crossings in the Mediterranean and continued higher crossings off 

Mayotte, highlight the possibility of severe impact of COVID-19 on the economic condition of the migrants.    

• Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor increase in the reported maritime incidents from Oct 20. An increase 

was observed in the incidents that involved capsizing & sinking of vessels and may be attributed to heavy weather during North 

East monsoon in SE Asia and the tropical storms GATI & NIVAR.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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  PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

33 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of 

Nov 20. Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by the Straits of Singapore and 

Malacca, off South China Sea, suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden and at anchorages off Bangladesh, Indonesia, 

Malaysia and Mozambique. This is the highest number of reported incidents since Jan 20, which could be 

attributed to improved sea conditions in GoG and the possible economic hardships across regions due to COVID.   

Incidents in GoG – 19 incidents were recorded in GoG area in Nov 20, which is a 72% increase from Oct 20 and 

280% increase from Sep 20. This is also the highest number of reported incidents in a single month, a 35% increase 

from the previous high. 36 sea farers have been kidnapped in five incidents in the month. Since Jan 20, the region 

witnessed 24 kidnappings involving 127 sea farers. The highest number of kidnapping incidents alongwith the 

increased attacks on ships particularly at extended ranges (205 nm, 172nm and 120nm) highlights the possibility of 

presence of well-trained pirate action groups supported by mother ships. A positive sign is the thwarting of five 

attacks, due to crew retreating into citadel, presence of guards and evasive manoeuvres in accordance with BMP.    

Sea Theft Incidents in SOMS – Six incidents (three actual and three attempted) were reported in the Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore. The occurrence of all six incidents in the eastbound lane of the TSS, continues to remain a 

challenge for this region. 30 out of 34 incidents since Jan 20 were reported in the eastbound lane of the TSS. The 

sighting of the weapons with perpetrators, a first since Aug 20 is likely to be a new concern and needs due attention.   

Incidents in South and SE Asia – Two incidents of sea theft were reported off Vietnam and one each sea robbery was 

reported off anchorages off Bangladesh (attempted), Indonesia and Malaysia.    
Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – Two incidents of Suspicious Approach were reported in Nov 20. As per reports from 

MSCHOA & DNK-IOC, these are likely to be fishing vessels in area, incorrectly identified as suspicious boats.   
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Nov 20: - 

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Nacala anchorage, Mozambique/ 03 Nov 20.                                             (East Africa)                                             

                             

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier TEAM HOPE at Nacala 

Anchorage, Mozambique on 03 Nov 20. Reportedly, four or five perpetrators armed with long knives onboard a wooden 

boat came alongside the vessel. The perpetrators reportedly boarded the vessel using hooks attached with ropes and broke 

into the paint locker. The duty crew on routine rounds noticed the perpetrators, alerted the duty officer and retreated to 

the citadel. Subsequently, the alarm was raised and the perpetrators escaped the vessel with ship’s stores. The crew was 

reported to be safe and the incident was informed to the local authorities.  

 

• Sea Theft/ Vung Tau Anchorage, Vietnam/ 03 Nov 20.                                                                      (SCS)                                             

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged container Ship CAPE MARTIN at Vung Tau Anchorage, 

Vietnam on 03 Nov 20. Reportedly, the duty crew noticed seven or eight perpetrators onboard and raised an alarm. On 

hearing the alarm, the perpetrators jumped overboard and escaped onboard a small skiff. A search was conducted 

onboard and it was reported that 12 cans of paint were stolen from the paint store. The crew was reported to be safe.  

 

• Illegal Boarding/ Off Bonny, Nigeria/ 04 Nov 20.                                                                           (GoG) 

                                 

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Panama flagged tanker NEFELI II off 120 nm South of Bonny, 

Nigeria on 04 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by six to seven armed perpetrators while it was enroute from 

Lagos to Cameroon. The duty crew raised an alarm and the ship’s crew retreated to the citadel. The perpetrators 

reportedly damaged the bridge equipment and escaped with some ship’s stores. A security vessel was reportedly 

dispatched to assist the vessel. The crew was reported to be safe and the vessel was escorted to the port by the security 

vessel. 

 

• Illegal Boarding/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 07 Nov 20.           (GoG) 

                                           

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Singapore flagged product tanker 

TORM ALEXANDRA, 172 nm South of Cotonou, Benin on 07 Nov 20. Reportedly, the 

underway vessel was boarded by perpetrators armed with rifles. The crew raised an 

alarm, retreated to the citadel and the Master communicated with the company/ CSO. The 

incident details were reportedly relayed to Benin authorities, who in-turn sought 

assistance from an Italian frigate FEDERICO MARTINENGO operating in the area. The 

integral helicopter of the frigate approached the location of the vessel and the perpetrators 

reportedly disembarked the vessel upon sighting the helicopter. About five hours later, 

the frigate closed the position of the vessel and the boarding team conducted a search onboard. The crew retreated from 

the citadel after the vessel was sanitised by the Italian team. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Incidents off Mozambique 

 

This is the fourth incident reported at Nacala anchorage of Mozambique in 2020. The earlier incidents were 

recorded in Jan, May and Jun 20. Some of the observations are as follows: - 

➢ The incident involved four perpetrators which is the highest number of perpetrators sighted in a single incident 

in 2020. Earlier, two perpetrators were reported in Jan 20.   

➢ Two incidents involved sighting of weapons with the perpetrators. Long knives were found in both incidents.  

➢ Two out of four incidents were reported onboard bulk carriers and one each incident was reported onboard a 

container vessel and a tanker. The stolen items included few stores and mooring lines.  

➢ Analysis of incidents indicates that the attacks are generally opportunistic in nature and of low intensity, 

wherein, ships at anchorage are targeted to undertake petty thefts.  
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• Suspicious Approach/ Off Bayelsa, Nigeria/ 07 Nov 20.                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker MT WESLEY, 87 nm 

South West of Bayelsa, Nigeria on 07 Nov 20. Reportedly, seven armed personnel onboard a skiff approached the tanker 

and closed to less than 250 mtr. An alarm was raised, the crew retreated to the citadel and the fire pump was activated. 

The Nigerian Navy armed guards onboard the tanker fired warning shots at the skiff. Subsequently, the perpetrators 

aborted the approach and fled away. The crew members and the tanker were reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                                                (SOMS) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged tanker ZENO off East Johor, Malaysia on 08 Nov 20. 

Reportedly, three perpetrators boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation 

Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The duty crew noticed the perpetrators in the engine room and the general alarm was 

raised. A search was conducted and the Master updated the Singapore VTIS that there was no further sighting of the 

perpetrators onboard. A sounding rod, an oil sampling rod, a portable breathing apparatus, portable instruments for 

measuring ullage and a portable spray painter were reported to be stolen from the vessel. All crew members were 

reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 09 Nov 20.                                                                                                (SOMS)       

                                                                

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier LEFKADA off East Johor, Malaysia on         

09 Nov 20. Two perpetrators reportedly boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits and were sighted in vicinity of engine room locker. Subsequently, the alarm 

was raised and a search was conducted onboard. The Master updated the Singapore VTIS that there was no further 

sighting of the perpetrators onboard. The oil spill equipment locker was found unlocked and a lifebuoy was reported to 

be stolen. The crew was reported to be safe and the incident was reported to the authorities. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Bintan, Indonesia/ 09 Nov 20.                                                                  (SOMS)       

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Panama flagged bulk carrier ATLANTIC DIANA                         

off Pulau-Bintan, Indonesia on 09 Nov 20. The perpetrator boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound 

lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits and was sighted in the vicinity of the steering gear flat.  

Subsequently, the alarm was raised and a search was conducted onboard. The Master updated the Singapore VTIS that 

there was no further sighting of the perpetrator onboard. Nothing was reported to be stolen.   

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 09 Nov 20.                                                                      (GoG)       

                                                                

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Netherlands flagged research vessel BOB BARKER off 

Cotonou, Benin on 09 Nov 20.  Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a skiff with seven or eight armed perpetrators 

onboard. The skiff closed the vessel to 7 cables and the crew retreated to the citadel after an alarm was raised. The Benin 

Navy guards onboard the vessel fired warning shots. Subsequently, the perpetrators aborted the approach and fled away. 

The crew and vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

 

 

 

Comments.  This is the fourth incident of illegal boarding (perpetrators managed to board the vessel and failed to 

take control of vessel/ crew) in Gulf of Guinea since Oct 20. The crew managed to retreat and secure themselves in 

the citadel in all four incidents. The perpetrators failed to breach or access the citadel and left the vessels empty 

handed.  

As per an analysis by Dryad Global, with this failed attempt, it is highly likely that the perpetrators’ desperation 

would increase to kidnap of crew for ransom. Hence, the possibility of attacks on ships even at extended ranges from 

the coast remain high.  
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• Attack/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 09 Nov 20.                                                                                                           (GoG)       

 

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker LA BOHEME about 95 nm South 

of Cotonou, Benin on 09 Nov 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by armed perpetrators onboard two skiffs. The 

crew retreated to the citadel and the tanker carried out evasive manoeuvres. The skiffs attempted to close in and fired 

upon the vessel. The vessel hardening and evasive manoeuvres resulted in the skiffs aborting the attack and moving 

away. The crew was reported to be safe and the vessel continued to her next port of call. 

 

• Attack/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 11 Nov 20.           (GoG)       

 

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker JANE, about 70 nm South of 

Cotonou, Benin on 11 Nov 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a skiff with around eight perpetrators onboard. 

The skiff closed the vessel and opened fire towards the bridge. The duty crew raised an alarm, carried out evasive 

maneuvers and activated the distress alert. Subsequently, the skiff aborted the attack and fled away. A Nigerian Navy 

patrol boat responded to the distress alert and escorted the vessel to a safe port. Damages were reported to bridge and 

accommodation space due to the firing. The crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 11 Nov 20.                                                                           (GoG)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker VALLEY OAK, 

205nm South-South-West of Lagos, Nigeria on 11 Nov 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a small boat at an 

estimated speed of 16.5 kn. Subsequently, the bridge team carried out evasive manoeuvres which forced the perpetrators 

to abort the approach. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Aden, Yemen/ 12 Nov 20.                                                                            (GoA)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off Aden, Yemen on 12 Nov 20. 

The vessel underway in the International Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC) in the Gulf of Aden was reportedly 

A Possible Solution to the Security Challenges at Sea in Gulf of Guinea 

 

Between 01 – 11 Nov 20, the Centre monitored six incidents of failed attempts of piracy and armed robbery onboard 

various vessels transiting in the Gulf of Guinea. These include two each incidents of Attack, Illegal Boarding and 

Suspicious Approach. Based on an in-house analysis, the following have been observed: - 

 

➢ The two incidents of suspicious approach were thwarted by Armed Guards onboard the vessels. The Nigerian 

Navy Armed Guards were present in the first and Benin Navy Guards were present in the second incident. The firing 

of warning shots by the armed guards forced the perpetrators to abort the approach.   

➢ During the incidents of attack on vessels, the perpetrators fired shots at the vessel/ bridge as they could not 

make an approach owing to evasive manoeuvres carried out by the vessels. It is possible the shots were fired to 

threaten the crew and force them to slow down the vessel. 

➢ In the incidents of illegal boarding, the crew managed to retreat and secure themselves in the citadel before the 

perpetrators boarded the vessel. This was made possible as the duty crew carried out evasive manoeuvres, which 

delayed the boarding by the armed perpetrators. This extra time window was utilised and the entire crew secured 

themselves inside the citadel.   

➢ Another positive factor identified is the compliance of vessel hardening measures and reporting procedures 

promulgated through BMP WA.  

➢ The presence of Warships and the Security Escort Vessels were also appreciated to be good deterrents towards 

preventing a successful attack.  

➢ The proactive actions by the sea farers coupled with positive measures like Deep Blue Project and the recent 

announcement of EU funding worth USD 1.72 mn for 16 maritime training programmes between 2021 and 2024, 

would go a long way in ensuring safety of mariners in the region.  

➢ As per a recent assessment by DNK-IOC, there appears to be three different Pirate Action Groups (PAGs) in 

the region and in the recent attacks the perpetrators were observed to be using sophisticated boats which give them 

high speeds during attack and extraction.   

➢ Considering the continued threat, the Centre strongly recommends the mariners to comply with BMP WA 

and follow the measures which were employed successfully during thwarted attacks.  
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approached by perpetrators onboard five skiffs. Reportedly, one skiff closed the vessel to 0.2 nm. The nature of skiffs 

and the presence of ladders & weapons onboard could not be ascertained by the vessel.  

 

• Kidnap/ Off Sao Tome and Principe/ 13 Nov 20.                                                                                           (GoG)    

            

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Liberia flagged cargo ship                  

ZHEN HUA 7, about 78 nm North East of Sao Tome and Principe on 13 Nov 20. The 

vessel with 27 crew members onboard was boarded by perpetrators armed with rifles. 

The armed perpetrators reportedly, opened fire and injured one crew member onboard 

the vessel. Subsequently, the perpetrators kidnapped 14 crew members (Chinese 

nationals) and stole properties of the ship and crew. The vessel and remaining crew 

were escorted to a safe port by an Italian Naval ship. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 13 Nov 20.                                                                               (GoG)               

 

 An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container vessel BSL CAPE TOWN off Takoradi 

anchorage, Ghana on 13 Nov 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators boarded the anchored vessel using mooring chains, broke 

into the forecastle store and escaped with ship’s stores. A search was conducted onboard and it was reported that two 

welding machines, an extension cord and other tools were missing. The incident was reported to the port authorities. 
 

• Hijack & Kidnap/ Off Lome, Togo/ 16 Nov 20.                                                                                               (GoG) 

 

An incident of hijack and kidnap was reported onboard a Togo flagged tanker STELIOS K, 115 nm South-South West of 

Lome, Togo on 16 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by the perpetrators while it was enroute to Lagos. The 

company reported a loss of contact with the vessel and informed the authorities.   

 

 

 

Update 

 

As per reports, an Italian Navy frigate FEDERICO MARTINENGO operating in the region was alerted about the 

attack on the heavy load carrier. The warship closed the position of vessel and a naval boarding team embarked the 

cargo vessel for a security search. Later a medical team from the warship boarded the vessel and stabilised the 

injured crew member who was shot in the leg by the perpetrators. Subsequently, the warship deployed the helicopter 

and evacuated the injured crew member to a hospital in Sao Tome and Principe.  
 

 

Overview and Update on the Incident 

 

➢ The operating company of the vessel reportedly lost communication with the tanker on 16 Nov 20. Subsequently 

an alert was issued by MDAT GoG which mentioned the possibility of the vessel being boarded by perpetrators. After 

detailed investigations, the first update on the incident was issued by MDAT GoG on 18 Nov 20 which confirmed the 

presence of perpetrators onboard the vessel. The subsequent updates issued on the incident clarified that the vessel 

was hijacked by the perpetrators.  

➢ Several open-source reports highlighted the possibility of attempted negotiations by the perpetrators for a 

suitable ransom/ options for the transfer of cargo from the vessel. It was observed that during the period of 

negotiations, the perpetrators maintained the vessel underway within the region. The vessel went dark on AIS on      

16 Nov 20 and based on positional updates received from MDAT GoG, the perpetrators navigated the vessel upto 202 

nm from Lagos, Nigeria.  

➢ The perpetrators released the vessel on 23 Nov 20 and escaped after kidnapping three crew members. The vessel 

and the remaining crew were reported to be safe. Reportedly, the negotiations between the company and the 

perpetrators failed and subsequently the crew members were kidnapped for ransom.  

➢ As per a recent report by DNK-IOC the possibility of attacks on ships for kidnap of crew remains high in the 

central part of Gulf of Guinea and the seasonal calm weather conditions in the region makes it favourable for small 

boat operations. 

➢ The existing maritime security situation may possibly be exacerbated by the economic hardships due to the impact 

of COVID-19 pandemic. 
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• Kidnap/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 16 Nov 20.                                                                                                            (GoG) 

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Ghana flagged general cargo vessel AM DELTA, 45 nm off Brass, Nigeria 

on 16 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by eight perpetrators armed with assault rifles. The perpetrators 

kidnapped five crew members (all Ghanaian Nationals) and also stole ship and crew properties. The vessel and the 

remaining crew members were reported to be safe.  

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Aden, Yemen/ 16 Nov 20.                                                                            (GoA)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier MALPE OCEAN off 

Aden, Yemen on 16 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly approached by perpetrators onboard two skiffs.  The nature of 

skiffs and the presence of ladders or weapons could not be ascertained by the vessel.  

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Tema, Ghana/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                                     (GoG)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Bahamas flagged product tanker SKS DONGGANG, 74 nm 

South East of Tema, Ghana on 17 Nov 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a skiff with an unknown number of 

perpetrators onboard. The skiff closed the vessel to 0.5 nm and later altered away. The vessel and the crew were reported 

to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Nongsa, Indonesia/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                (SOMS)               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Panama flagged bulk carrier ASIA SPRING off Pulau Nongsa, 

Indonesia on 17 Nov 20. The vessel was boarded by three perpetrators while underway in the Eastbound Lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The duty crew noticed the perpetrators on the main deck. Subsequently, the 

alarm was raised and the crew was mustered. The perpetrators reportedly escaped from the stern of the ship. The Master 

reported the incident to the Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS). A search was conducted and nothing 

was reported to be stolen. The crew was reported to be safe and the vessel continued transit to the next port of call. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Campha Anchorage, Vietnam/ 19 Nov 20.                                                                             (SCS)  

  

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged bulk carrier ASIA EMERALD III off Campha 

Anchorage, Vietnam on 19 Nov 20. The perpetrators boarded the vessel while the crew was carrying out repairs onboard. 

Subsequently, a search was conducted and it was reported that the perpetrators stole the ship stores (paint) and escaped. 

The crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local port authorities. 

 An Analysis of Recent Incidents at Vietnam Anchorages 

 

Five incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery were reported at various anchorages of Vietnam since Jan 20. The 

month-wise record of reported incidents alongwith the location is shown in the graph below: - 

 
 The trends specific to the incidents in Nov 20 and common trends observed since Jan 20 are as follows: - 
 

➢ This is the first time in 2020, where more than one incident was reported in a single month.  

➢ The incidents in 2020 were reported at two anchorages of Vietnam. Three were reported at Vung Tau anchorage 

and two at Campha anchorage.   

➢  There were no reports of sighting of weapons or any violence against crew in the five incidents in 2020.  

➢ All five incidents involved loss of ship’s stores which predominantly included paint drums. It is interesting to note 

that paint was stolen in four incidents and hoisting wire was stolen in one incident.  

➢ This confirms the categorisation of these incidents as petty thefts and the recent spike (no reported incidents 

between Jan to Mar 20) may possibly be attributed to economic hardships due to the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  
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• Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Pulau Nongsa, Indonesia / 19 Nov 20.                                                        (SOMS)  

              

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Singapore flagged chemical tanker MTM AMSTERDAM off 

Pulau Nongsa Indonesia on 19 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by two perpetrators armed with knives while 

underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The duty crew sighted the 

perpetrators on the aft poop deck and raised an alarm. Subsequently, a search was conducted, but no perpetrators were 

found onboard. No items were reported to be stolen. All crew members were reported to be safe and the vessel continued 

to her next port of call. The incident was reported to the Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS). 

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 20 Nov 20.                                                                          (Sulu Celebes Sea)  

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Malaysian flagged fishing vessel TW 5320/6 F off Tawau, Malaysia 

on 20 Nov 20.  Reportedly, three perpetrators approached the fishing vessel in a purple-striped white wooden boat. One 

of the perpetrators reportedly carried a weapon resembling a gun. The perpetrators escaped with one Yamaha 15HP 

Outboard Motor (OBM), crew’s personal belongings and two mobile phones. The fishermen were reported to be safe and 

the local authorities were informed regarding the incident. 

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia/ 25 Nov 20.                                                         (Malacca Strait)  

  

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged tanker FAIRCHEM SWORD off Dumai 

Anchorage, Indonesia on 25 Nov 20. The anchored vessel was boarded by four perpetrators armed with knives. The 

perpetrators threatened the duty crew and escaped the vessel with engine spares. The crew was reported to be safe. The 

incident was reported to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Monrovia, Liberia/ 25 Nov 20.                                                                   (GoG)  

  

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier SBI PHOEBE off Monrovia, Liberia on       

25 Nov 20. The vessel berthed at the port was boarded by a perpetrator. The crew noticed and chased the perpetrator, 

however, the perpetrator managed to escape with the stolen properties. The incident was reported to the port authorities.  

 

• Kidnap/ Off Pennington Terminal, Nigeria/ 26 Nov 20.                                                                                 (GoG) 

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Saint Kitts and Nevis flagged cargo vessel MILAN off Pennington 

Terminal (10 nm from the shore), Nigeria on 26 Nov 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators boarded the vessel, kidnapped 10 

crew members and escaped. The crew comprised four Indians, three Lebanese, two Egyptians and one Cameroonian. 

 

 

 

Proactive Efforts by ESSCom 

 

The Eastern Sabah Security Command (ESSCom) had set up a task force team in Nov 20 towards eradicating the 

robberies at sea that were reported in the waters of the Eastern Sabah Security Zone (ESSZone). As per reports, 

robberies were recorded in the waters of the ESSZone including in Lahad Datu, Kunak and Semporna. In addition to 

the reported incident, the Centre also monitored an incident of robbery onboard a fishing platform in the region. 

 

As per a press release by Eastern Sabah Security Commander, the ESSCom teams apprehended three suspects who 

were believed to be involved in the recent robberies. The teams apprehended the suspects on 04 and 05 Dec 20 and 

recovered a pistol, ammunition and a boat. Additionally, an out-board motor (OBM) believed to be stolen during the 

robberies was also recovered.    

 

Update on Crew Release in GoG 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Filipino crew member who was kidnapped off Malabo, Equatorial Guinea on 

17 Oct 20 onboard Marshal Islands flagged LNG carrier METHANE PRINCESS was released after being held in 

captivity for a month.  
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• Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Mongla, Bangladesh/ 26 Nov 20.                                                                      (BoB)  

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Singapore flagged LPG tanker EPIC BOLIVAR off 

Mongla, Bangladesh on 26 Nov 20. Reportedly, the anchored vessel was boarded by three perpetrators armed with a 

crowbar. The duty crew noticed the robbers, raised an alarm and the crew was mustered. On hearing the alarm, the 

perpetrators escaped the vessel without stealing anything. The crew was reported to be safe and the incident was reported 

to the Port authorities. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 27 Nov 20.                                                            (GoG)  

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard an Italy flagged bulk carrier RESILIENCE off Takoradi 

Anchorage, Ghana on 27 Nov 20. The duty crew reportedly noticed two perpetrators onboard the vessel. Subsequently, 

the alarm was raised, resulting in the perpetrators fleeing the vessel. Nothing was reported to be stolen. All crew 

members and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 29 Nov 20.                                                                                 (GoG)           

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Malta flagged tug KOMODO off Luanda Anchorage, Angola on           

29 Nov 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by two perpetrators while at anchorage. The duty crew raised an alarm. 

Subsequently, the perpetrators escaped the vessel with the diving equipment. All crew members were reported to be safe 

and the incident was reported to the port authorities.  

 

• Kidnap/ Off Tema, Ghana/ 29 Nov 20.                                                                      (GoG)  

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker AGISILAOS about 83 nm South 

East of Tema, Ghana on 29 Nov 20. The vessel reportedly sighted a mothership and carried out evasive manoeuvres. 

Four perpetrators on a skiff made an approach and boarded the tanker. The perpetrators kidnapped four crew members 

(02 Filipino, 01 Romanian and 01 Russian) and damaged communication equipment. They escaped with the ship’s & 

crew’s cash and belongings. The Master was reported to be injured in the incident and the vessel was sailed to a safe 

anchorage.   

  

Comments.  This is the fifth incident of piracy and armed robbery reported off Bangladesh since Jan 20. Based on an 

in-house analysis, the following have been observed: - 

 

➢ This is the first incident reported off Mongla port in Bangladesh. The previous four incidents were reported off 

Chittagong, Kutubdia and Matarbari.  
➢ The sighting of a weapon makes this the second actual or attempted incident of piracy and armed robbery. In 

an incident reported in Feb 20, the perpetrators were armed with knives. However, there were no reports of violence 

against the crew members.  
➢ The incident was reported onboard an anchored vessel which is in-line with the trend observed in the area. 

80% of the reported incidents involved thefts/ robberies onboard anchored vessels.  
➢ This is the second incident onboard a tanker. Three incidents were reported onboard tugboats. 
➢ For the first time this year, nothing was reported stolen by the perpetrators. The stolen items in the earlier 

incidents include mooring ropes, small metallic items, electric spares and oil.   

Comments.  This is the fifth incident of kidnapping reported in the Gulf of Guinea in Nov 20 alone. 36 sea farers have 

been kidnapped in these five incidents. Two of these incidents involved kidnapping of 10 or more crew members in a 

single incident. 14 crew were kidnapped from MV ZHEN HUA 7 on 13 Nov 20 and 10 were kidnapped from            

MV MILAN on 26 Nov 20.  

As per database maintained at the Centre, 24 incidents of kidnapping were reported in Gulf of Guinea since Jan 

20 and 127 sea farers have been kidnapped.  

As per an analysis of the incident by Dryad Global, while the design of this vessel does not signal any overarching 

vulnerabilities, this incident highlights the desperation of perpetrators in the region. Counter-piracy operations and 

logistical strains mean larger vessels may be targeted should attacks targeting smaller vessels with vulnerable 

characteristics be unsuccessful. Further attacks on vessels underway are highly likely to occur in the region. 
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• Sea Theft/ Off Singapore Strait/ 30 Nov 20.                                                                                                  (SOMS)           

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier SEMIRIO off Singapore Strait on 

30 Nov 20. Reportedly, two perpetrators boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The duty crew raised an alarm and a search was conducted onboard. 

Subsequently, the perpetrators escaped the vessel with engine spares. The crew was reported to be safe and the incident 

was reported to the local authorities. The vessel continued her transit to the next port of call. 

 

• Attack/ Off Cap Bimbia, Cameroon/ 30 Nov 20.                                                                                             (GoG)           

 

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Cameroon flagged fishing vessel KELLY DANIEL off Cap Bimbia, 

Cameroon on 30 Nov 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a skiff with armed perpetrators about 05 nm off the 

coast of Cameroon. The skiff closed the vessel and opened fire towards the vessel. Subsequently, the guards onboard the 

fishing vessel responded to the attack. Two guards and several perpetrators were reported to be wounded in this incident. 

The skiff aborted the attack and fled away.  

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Conakry Anchorage, Guinea/ 30 Nov 20.                                                                          (GoG)           

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Vanuatu flagged cargo vessel TANGO REY off Conakry Anchorage, 

Guinea on 30 Nov 20. The anchored vessel was reportedly boarded by six perpetrators armed with guns. The duty crew 

raised an alarm. Subsequently, the perpetrators escaped the vessel with ship’s properties, cash and crew belongings 

including mobiles and electronic devices. All crew members were reported to be safe and the incident was reported to the 

port authorities.  

 

East Bound Lane of the TSS – The Hot Spot of SOMS 

 

Six incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery were reported in the month of Nov 20 in the Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore (SOMS). The month-wise record of reported incidents is shown in the graph below: - 

  
➢ This is the second consecutive month with six reported incidents, which remain the highest number of incidents 

reported in a single month in 2020. 

➢ This is the fourth occasion in 2020, where two or more incidents were reported in close proximity in terms of 

time and distance.  

➢ The incidents reported in Oct 20 and Nov 20 differ in the reported theft and their nature. While items were 

reported stolen in just one incident in Oct 20, three incidents of loss of stores were reported in Nov 20. This was the 

first time since Aug 20, wherein the perpetrators were armed.  However, there was no reported violence against the 

crew.   

➢ All six incidents in Nov 20 were reported in the East Bound Lane (EBL) of the TSS which takes the reported 

incidents in EBL since Jan 20 to 30.   

➢ It was observed that nearly 33 % of the actual and attempted incidents of piracy & armed robbery in Asia since 

Jan 20 were reported in the east bound lane of the TSS alone. 

➢ As per a recent report of ReCAAP, the first 11 months of 2020 witnessed a 36 % increase in reported incidents 

in Asia as compared to a similar period of 2019.  

➢ As per an assessment of DNK-IOC in a recent report, there are still groups involved in theft at sea, operating 

from various islands south of TSS, directly overlooking the straits.  
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Mock Piracy Trial in Ghana – Conducted by UNODC & INTERPOL 

 

➢ UNODC’s Global Maritime Crime Programme (GMCP) in collaboration with INTERPOL and with the 

support of the of the United States Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) conducted 

a simulated trial for a maritime piracy case in Ghana, as part of its overall criminal justice reform work in the 

country. 

 

➢ The event was aimed to highlight gaps in the current legal framework before criminals benefit from them. 

Inconsistencies in the legal code can thwart efforts to prosecute piracy cases, limit access to justice for the damaged 

parties and enable impunity for the accused.  

 

➢ The simulated proceedings highlighted the clear need for the revision of Section 193 of the Ghanaian legal 

code to align with the UNCLOS definition, or instead, the adoption of broader legislation that would encompass 

piracy as well as other maritime offences. 

 

➢ Ghanaian Prosecutors, trained by UNODC, played prosecution and defense roles in front of Ghanaian judges. 

A witness cross-examination was recreated with Ghanaian maritime law enforcement officials who were trained by 

INTERPOL. 

 

➢ The intense pace of the exchanges allowed participants to test both the strength of current legislation and of 

their own legal reasoning skills. Part of the simulation was also conducted online, allowing participants to practice 

using IT tools and recreating a judicial environment online. UNODC stated they would continue to implement mock 

trials as part of this successful joint initiative, in cooperation with INTERPOL and with the ongoing support of the 

United States’ INL, which has already benefitted judicial staff in Nigeria, Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, and Ghana.  

 

The article can be accessed on the following link:- 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2020/November/unodc--interpol-conduct-mock-piracy-trial-in-ghana-as-

part-of-overall-reform.html 

 

 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/piracy/index.html
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

61 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Nov 20. Majority of the incidents 

were related to drug smuggling followed by domestic product and tobacco smuggling. This is the highest number of 

reported incidents since Jan 20. The sharp rise in overall number of incidents could possibly be due to increased 

interdictions due to lifting of restrictions by several agencies on conduct of boarding operations for search and 

seizure at sea. An increase in consumption due to COVID-19 cannot be ruled out at this stage.    

Drug Seizures – The number of reported drug seizures (36) in Nov 20 is a 63% increase from Oct 20. Major drugs 

seized along with quantity were Hashish (5728kg), Cannabis (2423kg), Methamphetamine (2070kg) and Heroin 

(1150kg). The increase in seizures of large quantities of meth is a huge concern for the region and is a possible 

indication of increased production of the drug. 800,000 yaba pills were seized in a single incident off Bangladesh 

and 32900 ecstasy pills were seized off Indonesia. 

Domestic Product Smuggling – Nine incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Nov 20 which 

included seven seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan (06) and Indian (01) authorities. The Centre monitored a seizure 

of about 15100kg of turmeric in the seven reported incidents.  

Natural Resource Smuggling – One incident involving seizure of 1500kg of ketum leaves was reported by Malaysia.   

Cigarette Smuggling – Seven incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported in Nov 20. Majority were reported off 

Philippines (03) followed by one each in Bahrain, Bangladesh, Malaysia and Singapore.    

Wildlife Smuggling – Two incidents involving smuggling of exotic birds were reported off Indonesia. 74 black-caped 

parrots stuffed inside plastic bottles were found alive and rescued in one of the incidents.  

Alcohol Smuggling – Three incidents of alcohol smuggling were reported off Malaysia (02) and Brunei (01).  

 

Natural Resources Smuggling – Precious wood (Mangrove logs/ red sanders) was smuggled via the sea route. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 02 Nov 20.                                         (Methamphetamine & Ecstasy Pills) 

  

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle over 80 kg of crystal meth 

and 100 ecstasy pills off Aceh, Indonesia. The consignment reportedly arrived from Malaysia. The authorities also 

apprehended nine suspects in connection to the incident. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 02 Nov 20.                                                                             (Cannabis)  

                                                    

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that local fishermen recovered several bags floating in the sea 

off Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu. The bags were reportedly stuffed with 91 kg of cannabis. The 

seizure was reportedly handed over to the State Marine Police for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 02 Nov 20.                                                                 (Khat) 

                              

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard foiled an attempt to smuggle a large 

quantity of khat into the country via sea-route. The officials apprehended three suspects 

onboard a boat in connection to the incident. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to 

the authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Qasim, Pakistan/ 02 Nov 20.                                                                            (Heroin) 

 

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistani Customs officials foiled an attempt to smuggle over 35 kg of heroin off 

Port Qasim, Pakistan. The consignment was reportedly hidden inside 9,600 footballs. The seizure was handed over to 

the authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Dhanushkodi, India/ 03 Nov 20.                                                     (Turmeric)  

                                                    

On 03 Nov 20, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu police seized 75 bags containing 2,000 

kg of turmeric off Dhanushkodi, Tamil Nadu. Reportedly, the consignment was ready to 

be smuggled to a foreign country via sea- route. The estimated value of the seizure was 

USD 35,000 and was handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Naf River, Bangladesh/ 04 Nov 20.                                                                     (Yaba Pills) 

  

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh authorities apprehended four 

personnel (three foreign nationals and one local suspect) for attempting to smuggle 

800,000 yaba pills into the country. The consignment reportedly arrived from Myanmar 

via sea-route onboard a fishing trawler. The suspects and the seizure were handed over 

to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comments. Khat is a natural stimulant commonly used in East Africa, Yemen, and Southern Saudi Arabia. It is 

cultivated in Yemen and some parts of Oman. The leaves of khat are chewed by the people for its stimulant action. 

Khat has been recognised as a substance of abuse with increasing popularity. It is estimated that 10 million people 

chew khat worldwide and it is used by up to 80% of adults in Somalia and Yemen. It is banned in Egypt, Kuwait,  

Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and USA. 

Comments. As per open-source reports, in recent years Bangladeshi security forces have seized millions of yaba 

tablets from traffickers attempting to enter Cox's Bazar via sea-route. In Oct 20, two foreign nationals were 

apprehended from a boat in the Naf river by Bangladesh border guards with about 430,000 yaba pills. Reportedly, 

yaba pills are being produced in small modified labs in border areas in Myanmar. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait/ 04 Nov 20.                                                      (Methamphetamine) 

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Kuwaiti officials apprehended two suspects and 

seized 260 kg of meth off the port of Shuwaikh, Kuwait. The consignment was reportedly 

smuggled into the country from Iran via sea-route and was hidden inside salt bags. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Jambi, Indonesia/ 04 Nov 20.                                                              (Textile) 

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy foiled an attempt to smuggle 1,000 rolls of textiles onboard a 

wooden boat off Jambi, Indonesia. Reportedly, the crew was not carrying valid documents. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to Indonesian Customs officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Vettallakeni, Sri Lanka/ 05 Nov 20.                                                                     (Cannabis) 

 

On 05 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects for 

attempting to smuggle over 210 kg of Kerala cannabis off Vettallakeni, Sri Lanka. The 

consignment was reportedly stuffed inside 98 packages onboard a dinghy. The estimated 

value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 340,000. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 05 Nov 20.                                                                (Cigarette) 

 

On 05 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 3,000 master 

cases of cigarettes from a wooden vessel ML NUR 1 off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. The 

consignment was reported to be worth USD 03 million. The vessel reportedly arrived 

from Tarakan, Indonesia and was enroute to a private wharf in Indanan, Sulu, 

Philippines. The vessel had nine crew members onboard, who were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Lampung, Indonesia/ 06 Nov 20.                                                           (Exotic Birds)  

                             

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 265 exotic wild birds of 

various types off Lampung, Indonesia. The birds comprised 130 White-eyed birds, 45 sooty-headed Bulbuls, 44 honey 

birds (Konin), 25 Bar-winged Prinias, 07 Long-tailed shrikes, 06 Straw-headed Bulbuls, 04 Pied Trillers, 02 Blue-winged 

leafbirds, 01 Sumatran leafbird and 01 Streaked Bulbul. The birds were handed over to the Lampung authorities to be  

released to their natural habitat. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Thanjavur, India/ 06 Nov 20.                                                                               (Cannabis) 

 

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu special branch police foiled an attempt to 

smuggle 140 kg of cannabis (ganja) via sea-route off Thanjavur, India. The consignment was 

reportedly stuffed inside 120 packets and was estimated to be worth USD 19,000. The 

officials apprehended four suspects in connection to the incident. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 06 Nov 20.                                                                      (Turmeric) 

 

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation foiled an attempt 

to smuggle over 5700 kg of dried turmeric into the country. Reportedly, two local suspects 

and four foreign nationals were also apprehended by the authorities in connection to the 

incident. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action.  
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kudiramalei, Sri Lanka/ 06 Nov 20.                                               (Turmeric) 

 

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized over 3,200 kg of turmeric off Kudiramalei, Sri Lanka. 

The authorities seized the consignment while it was being transferred from a dhow to a small boat. The seizure and the 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                                     (Khat)   

                           

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) foiled an attempt to smuggle 

a large quantity of khat off South Al Batinah, Oman. The officials apprehended three suspects 

(foreign nationals) in connection to the incident. The suspects and the seizure were handed 

over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off North Sri Lanka/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                                 (Cannabis) 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended three 

suspects with over 05 kg of Kerala cannabis off North Sri Lanka. The suspects alongwith the 

seized cannabis were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off North Sri Lanka/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                                     (Heroin) 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended two suspects with small 

quantities of heroin off North Sri Lanka. The suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Arabian Sea/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                   (Hashish)  

                                                                                       

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the French Naval ship FLOREAL operating in 

support of CMF during a counter-narcotics operation seized more than 1.5 tonnes of 

hashish in Arabian Sea. The consignment was seized from a suspicious vessel and was 

reported to be worth USD 08 million.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Port Cebu, Philippines/ 09 Nov 20.                                                                 (Cigarette) 

 

On 09 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines enforcement officials seized eight 

containers with smuggled counterfeit cigarettes worth USD 7.7 million at Port Cebu, 

Philippines. Reportedly, the seizure was disposed at the destruction facility in Cebu City.  

 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Madagalthurei, Sri Lanka/ 10 Nov 20.                                                                (Cannabis) 

   

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized 100 

kg of Kerala cannabis from a dinghy off Madagalthurei, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

seizure was stuffed inside 10 packages. A search was initiated by the local authorities to 

locate the suspect in connection to the incident.  

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Labuan, Malaysia/ 10 Nov 20.                                                                             (Alcohol) 

   

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle alcoholic drinks into 

the country using a small boat off Labuan waters, Malaysia. Reportedly, the skipper of the boat failed to produce import 

permit of the consignment. The suspect and the seizure was handed over to the authorities for further action. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Pulau Putri, Indonesia/ 10 Nov 20.                                                                 (Crystal Meth)   

 

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two suspects with 33 kg of crystal 

methamphetamine in the waters of Pulau Putri, Indonesia. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Bintulu, Malaysia/ 11 Nov 20.                                                    (Chicken) 

 
On 11 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 250,500 kg of frozen 

chicken inside six containers off Bintulu Port, Malaysia. Reportedly, the seizure was stuffed 

inside 16,700 cartons with an estimated worth about USD 244,000. The seizure was handed 

over to the Customs officials for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 12 Nov 20.                                                                                     (Meth & Morphine) 

   

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police apprehended three suspects for 

smuggling more than 250kg of crystal meth, 16 kg of morphine and 03 kg of hashish into the 

country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Chattogram Port, Bangladesh/ 12 Nov 20.                                                     (Cigarette) 

   

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Chattogram Custom officials seized a container with 850 

boxes of smuggled cigarettes off Chattogram Port, Bangladesh. The container was reportedly 

mis-declared as raw materials for the garment industry. The consignment was reportedly worth 

USD 04 million. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Hamad Port, Qatar/ 12 Nov 20.                                                        (Chewing Tobacco)  

  

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the General Authority of Customs (GAC) of Qatar seized 

over 7,490 kg of banned chewing tobacco off Hamad Port, Qatar. The contraband was reportedly 

smuggled inside three shipments of materials used in bitumen mixtures. The seizure was handed 

over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 12 Nov 20.                                                           (Liquor)  

                                                                                          

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Custom officials seized over 1,100 boxes of liquor off Port Klang, 

Malaysia. The estimated worth of the seizure was reported to be USD 88,700. The seizure was handed over to the local 

Customs officials for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 12 Nov 20.                                                       (Cigarette) 

                                                                                           

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Custom officials seized over 440 cartons 

containing about 88,000 cigarettes off Port Klang, Malaysia. The estimated worth of the seizure 

was reported to be USD 88,700. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. As per open-source reports, the tax rate can go as high up as 600 percent for cigarettes, while the tax on 

garments is significantly low. In this consignment, the importer tried to dodge duties worth USD 03 million. As per 

local rules, if the quality of the cigarettes is found to be acceptable, the consignment will be sold to Bangladesh 

Tourism Corporation, otherwise they will be destroyed. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Pasni, Pakistan/ 12 Nov 20.                                                                          (Meth & Heroin) 

   

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistani authorities seized over 750 kg drugs off Pasni, Pakistan. Reportedly, the 

drugs which inlcuded 143 kg of meth and 608 kg of heroin were found hidden in bags and the consignment was being 

smuggled to South Africa. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 12 Nov 20.                                                    (Turmeric) 

   

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended six 

suspects with over 800 kg of smuggled dried turmeric off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

commodity was onboard two dinghies and was stuffed inside 32 gunny sacks. The suspects and 

the seizure were handed over to local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mahra, Yemen/ 12 Nov 20.                                                         (Cannabis & Crystal Meth) 

   

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Yemen Coast Guard apprehended six foreign 

nationals and seized approx 1,000 kg of drugs onboard a boat off Mahra, Yemen. The 

seizure comprised 730 kg of cannabis and 216 kg of crystal methamphetamine and was 

wrapped inside plastic bags. The seizure was estimated to be worth about USD 6.6 

million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuwait/ 14 Nov 20.                                                                                  (Heroin & Hashish) 

   

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Kuwait authorities apprehended three foreign nationals for attempting to smuggle 

75 kg of drugs into the country via sea-route. The drugs which had reportedly originated from a foreign country 

comprised 55 kg of hashish, 15 kg of alum and 05 kg of heroin. The boat laden with drugs suffered a mechanical 

breakdown at sea and was later apprehended by the authorities. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Simpang Ampat, Malaysia/ 15 Nov 20.                                                                (Cannabis)  

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 12 suspects (including eight local men, one 

woman and three foreign nationals) for smuggling 622 slabs of ganja off Simpang Ampat, Malaysia. The seizure was 

estimated to be worth USD 525,000 and weighed over 620 kg. The drugs reportedly arrived into the country via sea 

route using a fiber boat. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

Comments. It is reported that the closure of international borders associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, has led 

to a change in the trend and modus operandi used by drug syndicates. During the Movement Control Order (MCO) 

in Malaysia, the syndicates shifted to sea routes to smuggle the drugs, besides using courier services and air cargo. 

The increase in ganja (cannabis) seizures during the MCO are possibly due to oversupply of ganja in the producing 

countries, within the 'Golden Triangle'. It is believed that the syndicates smuggle in the drugs using either fiber or 

fishing boats, which can carry large quantities of the ganja, as compared to the land routes. The seizure is reported 

to be the biggest haul of cannabis so far by the authorities.  

 

 

A shift from use of chemical to plant-based Ephedrine for making Crystal Meth 

 

A new report by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) stated that Afghanistan 

is becoming a significant global producer of methamphetamine. The country's opium poppy fields are already the 

source of majority of the world's heroin and now warns that crystal meth could eventually become just as big an 

industry. The boom is the result of a discovery by drug traffickers that a wild plant-ephedra commonly found growing 

in parts of Afghanistan mountains, can be used to create the key component of meth – ephedrine. The drug traffickers 

previously used to extract ephedrine from more expensive imported medicines but are now able to use this far cheaper 

alternative and some "simple chemistry". The ephedra plant has been used to create crystal meth in other parts of the 

globe too, but not on the scale that has been discovered in Afghanistan. Using satellite images, a team of researchers 

mapped out more than 300 suspected ephedrine labs in Western Afghanistan. The area has become the hub of the 

meth trade in the country. One of the UNODC report stated that opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan peaked in 

2017, after which it declined, explaining this move to meth. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Perlis, Malaysia/ 15 Nov 20.                                                                                  (Cannabis)  

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

seized over 300 kg of compressed cannabis lumps off Perlis, Malaysia. The seizure was stuffed 

in 17 plastic packages and was reported to be worth USD 222,000. The seizure was handed over 

to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Pulau Chermin, Brunei/ 15 Nov 20.                                                                    (Liquor)  

  

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF) seized 191 cans of 

beer and 23 bottles of liquor smuggled into the country onboard a small boat off Pulau Chermin, 

Brunei. The suspects reportedly fled upon noticing the police presence. The seizure was handed 

over to the Brunei Marine authorities and a search was initiated to locate the suspects. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Pasni, Pakistan/ 15 Nov 20.                                                                        (Meth & Hashish) 

   

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistani authorities seized over 2800 kg drugs off Pasni, Pakistan. Reportedly, 

the consignment was prepared to be smuggled out of the country via sea-route. The drugs comprising over 100 kg meth 

and 2700 kg hashish were found hidden in bags and reported to be worth 106 million. The seizure was handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 16 Nov 20.                                      (Cannabis)  

                                                                                       

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended five suspects for 

smuggling over 22 kg of Kerala cannabis off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. The consignment was stuffed 

inside 10 parcels and was reported to be worth USD 13,500. The consignment reportedly arrived 

into the country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Perlis, Malaysia/ 16 Nov 20.                              (Ketum Leaves) 

                                                                                        

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized 1.5 tonnes of ketum 

leaves from a fiber boat off Perlis, Malaysia. The consignment was stuffed in 148 red bags and was reported to be worth 

USD 29,000. The seizure was handed over to the Customs officials for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Bahrain/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                                    (Cigarette)  

                                                                   

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Bahrain authorities apprehended 16 suspects for smuggling cigarettes into the 

country via sea-route. The suspects reportedly attempted to evade customs duties on the consignment. The suspects and 

the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                      (Hashish & Heroin) 

                              

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended a suspect for attempting to smuggle drugs into the 

country via sea-route onboard a fishing boat. Reportedly, the drugs comprised 16 cans of hashish, 10 packages of heroin 

and two boxes of psychotropic substances. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further 

action.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Basilan, Philippines/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                     (Cigarette)  

                             

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines Bureau of Customs (BOC) seized two fishing boats loaded with 335 

master cases of imported and smuggled cigarettes off Basilan, Philippines. The estimated worth of the seizure was 

reported to be USD 205,000. The seizure was handed over to the Customs officials for further investigation.  
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Pakistan/ 18 Nov 20.                                                                                                (Hashish) 

 

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) apprehended four suspects with 

over 1,370 kg of hashish on a suspicious vessel in the North Arabian Sea. The estimated value of the seizure was 

reported to be about USD 3.5 million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off North Indian Ocean/ 18 Nov 20.                                                                (Meth & Heroin) 

                              

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the French Naval ship FLOREAL operating in support of 

CMF during a counter-narcotics operation seized about 456 kg of meth and 364 kg of heroin 

in the North Indian Ocean. The CMF authorites reported that the seziure was undertaken on a 

route commonly used for drug smuggling and the narcotics were openly visible on the 

stateless vessel.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 18 Nov 20.                                                     (Meth, Heroin & Cannabis) 

                                                                   

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended three 

suspects with drugs off North Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure comprised 50 g of meth, 03 g of 

heroin and 02 kg of Kerala cannabis stuffed in two plastic bottles. The seizure was handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Bakauheni Ferry Port, Indonesia / 18 Nov 20.                                (Meth & Ecstasy Pills) 

                            

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Custom officials apprehended 14 suspects with drugs off Bakauheni 

Ferry Port, Indonesia. Reportedly, the drugs comprised 52.4 kg of meth, approx 32,900 ecstasy pills and 06 kg of 

marijuana. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local Customs officials for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Changi, Singapore/ 18 Nov 20.                                                     (Cigarette) 

                                                                   

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Singapore Police Coast Guard (PCG) apprehended two foreign nationals with six 

boxes containing 300 cartons of duty-unpaid cigarettes off Changi, Singapore. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also 

seized one outboard engine and one fiberglass craft. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the Singapore 

Custom officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 18 Nov 20.                                                         (Meth & Heroin) 

                                                                   

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended three suspects with small quantity 

of crystal meth and heroin off North Central Sri Lanka. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

 

The Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)- Ensuring Maritime Safety and Security 

The Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) is a multinational maritime partnership which has been formed to counter 

illicit non-state actors on the high seas, promoting security, stability and prosperity in the Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, 

Gulf of Aden, Indian Ocean and Gulf of Oman. CTF 150 operates to disrupt and deny criminal and terrorist 

organisations operating outside of the Arabian Gulf, to ensure that legitimate commercial shipping can transit the 

region, free from non-state threats. CTF 150 is currently led by the Royal Saudi Naval Force, the second time that 

the country’s Navy has led the task force. 

In less than two months, CTF 150 has intercepted over two tonnes of meth and hashish and over 300 kg of heroin. 

This operation is the third CMF drug bust since October, with French Naval Ship FLOREAL seizing over 1.5 tonnes 

of hashish worth USD 08 million on 08 Nov 20 and the Royal Navy ship HMS MONTROSE seizing 458 kg 

methamphetamine in what remains CMF’s largest methamphetamine seizure to date. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tangachimadam, India/ 19 Nov 20.                            (Multi- Vitamin Injections)   

                                                                 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard seized over 1200 strips of Multi-Vitamin injections off 

Tangachimadam, Tamilnadu, India. The value of the seizure was estimated to be approx USD 1,900. The consignment 

was reportedly found hidden in bushes and was prepared for transhipment via sea-route.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off West Papua, Indonesia/ 20 Nov 20.                                                            (Exotic Birds) 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized a container with 74 

black-caped parrots stuffed inside plastic bottles off West Papua, Indonesia. Reportedly, 

the parrots were smuggled inside a container via sea-route and the intended destination 

for the parrots was uncertain. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Iran/ 20 Nov 20.                                                                                                               (Fuel) 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the Iran authorities apprehended a Panama flagged vessel 

alongwith 10 crew members onboard for smuggling 300,000 ltrs of fuel off Iran. The name of the 

vessel and the nationality of the crew members was not reported. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 20 Nov 20.                                                             (Crystal Methamphetamine) 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the Dubai authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle over 120 

kg of crystal meth into the UAE. The drugs were reportedly stashed at the bottom of a 

refrigerated shipping container that arrived from an Asian country. The consignment was 

reportedly hidden inside fruits and vegetables in the container. The officials apprehended three 

suspects in connection with the incident. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 20 Nov 20.                                                             (Cannabis) 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects with over 710 kg of turmeric                    

(stuffed inside 10 sacks) and 03 kg of Kerala cannabis off Erukkulampiddi, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the consignment was 

found onboard a local fishing boat. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Phu Quoc, Vietnam/ 22 Nov 20.                                                                                  (Diesel) 

 

On 22 Nov 20, it was reported that the Vietnam Coast Guard seized a tanker carrying 50,000 litres of undocumented 

diesel off Phu Quoc, Vietnam. Reportedly, the Master failed to present the vessel’s documents, crew’s professional 

certificates and invoices to prove the legality of the diesel oil carried onboard. The seizure and the suspects were handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Semporna, Malaysia/ 23 Nov 20.                                                                                (Syabu) 

    

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended two suspects for smuggling meth (syabu) off 

Semporna, Malaysia. The consignment was reportedly wrapped in a plastic packet onboard a boat. The officials also 

seized the engine, petrol and handphones and handed over them to the local authorities for further investigation. 

Comments.  A similar incident took place on 16 Nov 20, where in the Indonesian authorities intercepted a shipment 

of 125 exotic birds stuffed inside plastic drainpipes. The vast jungles of Indonesia are home to 131 threatened bird 

species, more than any other country except Brazil. As per reports, there is also large-scale illegal trading of birds, 

which sees them sold in giant avian markets in Indonesia's major cities or smuggled abroad. Exotic birds are usually 

poached and trafficked by smuggling gangs for sale as pets and as status symbols. The suspects face a maximum five 

years in prison and 100 million Rupiah ($7,400) fine if found guilty. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 23 Nov 20.                                                            (Syabu & Ecstasy Pills)  

  

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that the Eastern Sabah Security Command (ESSCom) seized over 54 kg of syabu and 234 

ecstasy pills from a speedboat off Tawau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the consignment was hidden inside three boxes with 51 

Chinese tea packets containing syabu and another plastic packet containing the ecstasy pills. The seizure was estimated to 

be worth USD 491,000. The seizure and the boat were handed over to Customs officials for further investigation and a 

search was initiated to locate the suspects in connection with the incident. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 24 Nov 20.                                                                                    (Illicit Drugs) 

 

On 24 Nov 20, it was reported that the Dubai Custom officials seized over 660 kg of drugs off the coast of Dubai, UAE. 

Reportedly, the consignment was onboard a dhow and comprised over 305 kg of crystal meth, 200 kg of opium & 

cannabis, 122 kg of narcotic pills & psychotropic substances and 33 kg of heroin. The drugs were found hidden in ‘secret 

storage point’ within the vessel. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 25 Nov 20.                                         (Heroin & Synthetic Drugs) 

                              

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard apprehended a Sri Lankan fishing boat SHENAYA DUWA alongwith 

six suspects for possession of drugs off Tamil Nadu, India. The drugs seized from the boat reportedly comprised 100 kg 

heroin and 20 small packets of synthetic drugs. The team also seized a satellite phone and five 09 mm pistols from the 

suspects. It was reported that the drugs were transferred at sea from a Pakistani dhow to the fishing vessel. The seizure 

and the suspects were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Puttalam, Sri Lanka/ 28 Nov 20.                                          (Turmeric) 

                              

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended five foreign nationals 

for smuggling over 1372 kg of dried turmeric into the country via sea-route off Puttalam, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the consignment was stuffed inside 39 sacks. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 29 Nov 20.                                             (Turmeric)  

               

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized two 

suspicious dinghies with over 750 kg of dried turmeric off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

consignment was stuffed inside 14 sacks. The seizure and the dinghies were handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Silawathura, Sri Lanka/ 29 Nov 20.                                          (Tramadol Hydrochloride) 

                

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects for 

attempting to smuggle contraband goods off Silawathura, Sri Lanka.  Reportedly, the seizure 

comprised 11750 tablets of Tramadol Hydrochloride, 944 boxes of cigarette-rolling paper, 

two mobile phones and one wireless headset. The suspects and the seizure were handed over 

to local authorities for the further investigation.  

 

 

     World’s first integrated control system to fight Drug Smuggling- SIYAJ 

 

As per reports, Dubai has recently launched an advanced control system- SIYAJ to bolster their efforts in fighting 

drug smuggling via sea/ land routes. SIYAJ - which means ‘fence’ is the world’s first 24/7 integrated control system. 

It is powered by artificial intelligence, run by rapid intervention teams that work round the clock and includes drones 

and K9 dogs. Officials added that the Dubai Customs teams are highly alert and they work diligently to strike this 

balance between protection and facilitation. Reportedly, the latest seizure is the biggest drug smuggling attempt 

foiled off Dubai's coast. 
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 29 Nov 20.                                                       (Turmeric)   

              

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended 

three suspects with over 630 kg of dried turmeric onboard a local boat (Wallam) off Mannar, 

Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the consignment was stuffed inside 17 sacks. The seizure and the 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How Illicit Trades Relate to other Maritime Issues- Stable Seas 

 

➢ As with other kinds of trans-national criminals, illicit traffickers are both highly opportunistic and adaptable, 

moving seamlessly from one activity to the next. Such adaptability explains why illicit trades correlate so closely with 

other kinds of maritime crimes and illicit behaviors.  

 

➢ Perhaps unsurprisingly, there are clear links between illicit trade and illegal fishing. Across the globe, 

smugglers do employ fishing vessels, often those involved in IUU fishing to transport products across borders and into 

international markets. Because fishing vessels are inconspicuous in many regions of the world, traffickers use them to 

transport their goods into a country’s EEZ, whereupon the illicit products are offloaded onto smaller crafts that can 

land on a beach undetected, avoiding formal port inspections.  

 

➢ High levels of illicit trade also correlate with high levels of irregular human migration. Migration is driven by 

political, social, environmental, or economic instability. Similarly, illicit trades develop when few economic 

alternatives in the formal economy exist. Relatedly, however, the inverse is also true – with more opportunities 

afforded by thriving coastal economies, people are less likely to turn to criminal activity, either at sea or on land.  

 

➢ The total amount of illicit goods traded through the Western Indian Ocean is difficult to accurately measure. 

However, the World Drug Report 2019 published by the United Nations assumes transit points in Eastern and 

Southern Africa are critical for heroin emanating from Afghanistan along the Southern Route. From there, heroin 

lands in coastal Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa before travelling by sea, land or air routes to key 

markets across the globe.   

 

➢ A synthetic drug, Captagon, is manufactured in Syria and Iraq before travelling by sea to Sudan. Cocaine 

transited through Brazil lands in South Africa before traversing the African continent on its way to Europe and the 

Middle East. And despite noticeable efforts to curb cannabis production and distribution in the Western Indian Ocean 

region, it remains pervasive and is grown and traded in many countries in the region.  

 

➢ Wildlife, too, is trafficked throughout the Western Indian Ocean region. Illegal fauna from the African Savanna, 

including Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, is trafficked by air, by land, or by sea to buyers in the Middle East and 

Asia. Certain products, such as rhino horn and pangolin scales, are purchased for their purported health benefits in 

traditional Chinese medicine, while others, like trinkets made of elephant ivory, serve as exotic symbols of wealth and 

status.  

The article is an extract of the illicit trades section of Maritime Security Index 2020 published by Stable Seas. Full 

article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.stableseas.org/issue-areas/illicit-trade 
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34 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Nov 20. This is same as Oct 20 and is the 

lowest number of IUU incidents reported in a single month since Jun 20. This is about 25% decrease from Sep 20. 

The Centre observed that the increase or decrease of the reported incidents is linked to the volume of local IUU 

incidents reported in the region. The IUU incidents in Nov 20 is the lowest in last three months and could be 

attributed to a sharp drop in local IUU incidents reported off Sri Lanka. Only one local IUU incident was reported 

off Sri Lanka as compared to 15 and 05 each in Sep 20 and Oct 20. The Centre monitored 16 reported poaching 

incidents, a 45% increase from Oct 20 and 75% increase from Sep 20.   

Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in India (05) followed by Philippines (03), two each in 

Bahrain, Iran, Mozambique and one each in Indonesia, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Thailand. The arrests and 

subsequent legal actions by the local agencies were aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, 

dynamite explosives and fishing outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for 

fishing of banned species and fishing during the period of seasonal ban.   

Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in Djibouti, 

India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand and Yemen.   

 

A seasonal ban has been imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing within a 20 km stretch from the mouths 

of Devi, Dharma, and Reticula rivers from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21. The ban is to protect Olive Ridley turtles 

during the breeding season.  

 

 

IUU FISHING 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Bazaruto, Mozambique/ 01 Nov 20.                                                                                  (Local)  

 

On 01 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mozambique authorities apprehended local fishermen for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Bazaruto, Mozambique. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Songkhla, Thailand/ 02 Nov 20.                                                                           (Poaching)  

    

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that Thailand Maritime Enforcement Command Centre          

(Thai-MECC) officials apprehended four foreign fishermen onboard a boat for engaging in 

illegal fishing in Thai territorial waters. The fishermen and the boat was handed over to the 

authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 03 Nov 20.                                                                                           (Local)   

                                            

On 03 Nov 20, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu police and forest authorities seized a 

consignment of three tonnes of sea cucumbers worth USD 134,000 off Tamil Nadu, India. 

Reportedly, the consignment was prepared to be smuggled to other countries via sea-route. 

Two suspects were apprehended in connection to this incident.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off North Sri Lanka/ 03 Nov 20.                                                                                              (Local) 

     

On 03 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended    

40 fishermen with 1544 illegally harvested sea cucumbers off North Sri Lanka. Alongwith the 

seizure, the officials also seized five fishing vessels, diving gear and several other fishing 

equipment. The fishermen and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 04 Nov 20.                                                                                                            (Local)   

   

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Bahrain Coast Guard seized 300 kg of shrimps off the Bahrain coast. Reportedly, 

the shrimps were caught illegally using the banned trawls (KUFA). The seizure was handed over to local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, Odisha, India/ 06 Nov 20.                                                                           (Local)  

    

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary patrolling team apprehended seven fishermen for 

fishing illegally off Gahirmatha, Odisha, India. The fishermen reportedly trespassed into the ‘No Fishing Zone’ of the 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. Alongwith the fishermen, the officials also seized 10 kg of fish catch, four fishing nets 

and other fishing equipment from the fishing trawler. The fishermen and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
 

Comments. Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary in the Indian state of Odisha is the prime breeding area for the Olive 

Ridley sea turtles and the breeding season of the sea turtles commenced in Nov 20. The Odisha Government has 

imposed a seven month ban on fishing within a 20 km stretch from the mouths of Devi, Dharma, and Reticula rivers 

to protect the nests of the endangered species. The ban on fishing activities under the provisions of Odisha Marine 

Fishing Regulation act, 1982 and Wildlife Protection act, 1972 is in force from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21. Use of 

motorboats, trawlers and mechanised fishing boats are prohibited along the stretch. The Government has set up 66 

patrolling camps, including five offshore camps, to keep a close watch on fishermen violating the ban on fishing. 

 

Comments. The Bazaruto Archipelago is the only place on the East African coast where all five Indian Ocean species 

of sea turtles come ashore to lay their eggs. It is also home to a population of over 250 dugongs (endangered species 

of marine mammal). 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Gangolli, India/ 06 Nov 20.                                                                                                 (Local)  

    

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the State Marine Police apprehended ten fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing       

off Gangolli, Karnataka. Reportedly, the fishermen were using banned bull trawl fishing techniques. The fishermen were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Andaman & Nicobar Islands, India/ 07 Nov 20.                                                        (Poaching) 

     

On 07 Nov 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard Ship RAJKIRAN during an operation, 

apprehended 12 foreign fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Rutland, Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands. Reportedly, the fishermen and the seizure which inluded 60 kg of sea 

cucumber were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia/ 07 Nov 20.                                                                         (Poaching) 

 

On 07 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) apprehended              

16 foreign fishermen onboard a fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing in Malaysian 

waters. The fishing vessel was located 149 nm from Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia. The fishermen 

and the boat were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kut Island, Thailand/ 07 Nov 20.                                                                                (Poaching) 

 

On 07 Nov 20, it was reported that the THAI-MECC (Thai Maritime Enforcement Command 

Center) patrol team apprehended five foreign fishermen onboard a boat for carrying out 

fishing within the Thailand EEZ without a license. The fishermen and the boat were handed 

over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Riau Island, Indonesia/ 08 Nov 20.                                                                              (Poaching) 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy apprehended 17 foreign fishermen 

onboard three foreign flagged fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing within Indonesia’s 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) off Riau Islands. Reportedly, the fishermen and the fish catch 

of over 16 tonnes were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off North Sumatra, Indonesia/ 10 Nov 20.                                                                       (Poaching) 

 

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two foreign fishing vessels for engaging in 

illegal fishing within Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) off North Sumatra. Reportedly, the fishermen and the 

fishing vessels were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

Classification of Trawls 

 

Trawls are classified based on the device used for mouth opening, number of panels used for fabrication, depth of 

operation and based on target species.  

 

➢ Bull Trawl/ Pair Trawls – In bull/ pair trawling the net is towed by two boats cruising on a pre-arranged 

parallel course and speed. The distance between the two boats is also maintained constant, so that the diverging 

warps keep the mouth of the net open. Main advantage of this method is that a much larger net can be used, as two 

boats are engaged. It generates huge quantity of bycatch. 

➢ Beam Trawls – Trawl towed on the seabed in which the net is held open by a wood or steel beam. This is the 

simplest method of bottom trawling practiced mainly in the North Sea for flatfish and shrimps.  

➢ Otter Trawls – This is the most popular method of trawling, the mouth opening of the net is achieved by the 

attachment of two otter boards, through bridles, on each side of the net.  

➢ Twin Rig Trawl – Method of towing two otter trawls side by side.  

➢ Multi Rig Trawl – Method of towing two or more otter trawls side by side.  

➢ Dredge – Rigid structure towed on the seabed usually for shellfish. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Perak, Malaysia/ 11 Nov 20.                                                                                    (Poaching)  

 

On 11 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime authorities apprehended two foreign fishing boats for 

engaging in illegal fishing, 33 nm North West of the island of Jarak, Perak, Malaysia. The fishing boats were reportedly 

fishing in the Malaysian waters without a valid license. The apprehended boats and the fishermen were handed over to 

the local authorities for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Al Mahrah, Yemen/ 12 Nov 20.                                                                                    (Poaching)  

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Yemeni Naval forces apprehended a foreign fishing vessel for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Al Mahrah, Yemen. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Oseli, Indonesia/ 12 Nov 20.                                   (Local) 

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three local fishermen 

for engaging in illegal fishing off Oseli, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were using banned 

explosives for fishing. The fishermen were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Nabas, Philippines/ 13 Nov 20.                                                                    (Local) 

 

On 13 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended 13 suspects onboard a 

fishing vessel FB RAIZZA for engaging in illegal fishing off Nabas, Aklan, Philippines. Reportedly, 

the fishermen were using banned active gear for fishing in the municipal waters. The suspects were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Jask Port, Iran/ 14 Nov 20.                                   (Local) 

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Iranian authorities apprehended fishermen for fishing 

illegally off Jask port, Hormozgan. The violators were onboard two illegal trawling vessels with 

1500 kg of illegally caught fish catch and a banned trawl net. The suspects alongwith the seizure 

were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Laoang, Philippines/ 14 Nov 20.                                                                                       (Local)  

    

 On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended two fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing 

off Laoang, Philippines. The fishermen were reportedly using the banned fine mesh nets (biyakus) for fishing. Alongwith 

the suspects, the officials also seized one motorboat, one wooden boat, one set of fine mesh net (10 mtr long) and 5 kg of 

fish catch worth USD 500. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Catanduanes, Philippines/ 14 Nov 20.                                                                              (Local) 

     

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended 12 local fishermen for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Catanduanes, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were using banned fishing gear. The fishermen were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

 

Comments. The Iranian Department of Environment (DOE) imposed a ban on fishing using trawling in the Persian 

Gulf in the past few months. However, after some deliberations, the DOE in cooperation with the Fisheries 

Organisation has developed the guidelines for trawling in the Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman as in some cases 

trawling is inevitable (like shrimp fishing). The instructions for trawling in the Persian Gulf specify the vessels that 

have been permitted to trawl, the area cleared for trawling and designated time slots. If a vessel trawls outside the 

specified time and place, it would be apprehended by the local authorities and several online monitoring systems 

have been installed on the trawling vessels for continuous monitoring. Vessels have been warned about heavy 

penalties if these systems are turned off.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 16 Nov 20.                                                                                                            (Local) 

     

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that the Bahrain officials apprehended four suspects for engaging in illegal fishing off 

Bahrain. Reportedly, the suspects were using the banned bottom trawl nets "KUFA“ for fishing. The suspects and the 

trawl nets were handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Cape Town, South Africa/ 16 Nov 20.                                                                               (Local) 

     

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that the South African authorities apprehended two suspects in possession of abalone 

worth more than USD 124,000 off Cape Town, South Africa. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized over 8,700 

dried and 26 shucked abalone. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Rushikulya, India/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                                          (Local)  

    

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary officials 

apprehended eight fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Rushikulya, Odisha, 

India. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized the fishing trawler and 295 kg 

of fish catch from their possession. The fishermen have been apprehended for fishing 

in a prohibited area as the local government has imposed a ban on fishing from till 31 

May 21 in view of Olive Ridley breeding season. The suspects and the seizure were 

handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Perak, Malaysia/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                             (Poaching) 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) apprehended five foreign fishermen for fishing 

illegally in the country's waters. Reportedly, the fishermen did not possess any identity proof and the vessel was 

unregistered. Alongwith the suspects, the authorities also seized 40 kg of fish catch from the boat. Later, the foreign 

fishermen were sent back to their country. 

 

 

 

 

Abalone Poaching in South Africa 

 

A typical abalone poaching operation in South Africa proceeds as follows: - 

 

➢ Using a system of paid informants, poachers monitor law enforcement activity and patrols and then select a 

target dive location.  

➢ Boats and dive cylinders are prepared, trailers hitched to towing vehicles and lookouts positioned at strategic 

locations.  

➢ In some cases, decoy launches are conducted to distract law enforcement officials. In the Western Cape town, 

vessels depart from the harbour without divers or equipment onboard, stopping to collect these at a secondary 

launch site some distance away.  

➢ Many operations take place at night. Upon reaching their destination, divers enter the sea and the skipper often 

retreats to deeper waters for safety.  

➢ Using powerful torches strapped to the sides of their dive masks or to their forearms, divers price abalone from 

the rocks, collecting them in large waist bags.  

➢ They inform the skipper when they are surfacing using cellphones double‐wrapped in condoms for 

waterproofing and deliver their harvest to the surface using buoyancy control (BC) devices. Some divers shuck their 

abalone underwater to reduce the weight, others leave the flesh in the shell as it allows them to work quicker. 

Onboard, an assistant helps lift the bags from the water while the skipper controls the vessel.  

➢ Larger boats, which carry more divers, usually have two assistants on deck. When the boat is full, or at the first 

sign of danger, the skipper returns to shore. Occasionally divers are abandoned in the water and must wait for the 

skipper to return or a backup rescue vessel to arrive. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand/ 17 Nov 20.                                                                 (Local) 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Thailand authorities apprehended two local fishermen for fishing illegally off 

Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand. Alongwith the suspects, one motor boat and illegal fishing gear were also seized by the 

officials. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sanjung Sirik, Malaysia/ 18 Nov 20.                                                                           (Poaching) 

 

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) during an operation noticed 

four foreign fishermen onboard two fishing vessels poaching in the Malaysian waters. Upon investigation, it was found 

that the fishermen were not carrying valid documents and there was 200 kg of mix fish catch onboard. Reportedly, both 

the vessels were sent back to their country.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Langgun, Malaysia/ 19 Nov 20.                                                                        (Poaching) 

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended three foreign 

fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Pulau Langgun, Langkawi, Malaysia. The fishermen reportedly encroached 

into the country’s waters. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized a banned coral fishing gear and 02 kg of Kara 

prawns. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.    

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Djibouti/ 20 Nov 20.                                                                                                      (Poaching) 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that a team of the Djiboutian Coast Guard apprehended eleven foreign fishermen onboard 

three fishing vessels for fishing illegally off Djibouti. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized 100 kg of fish. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 24 Nov 20.                                                                                   (Poaching) 

 

On 24 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended 10 foreign fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing 

off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Alongwith the suspects, the officials seized fishing nets and diving gear, two high explosive 

charges consisting of non-electric detonators. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Jask, Iran/ 24 Nov 20.                                                                                       (Local) 

 

On 24 Nov 20, it was reported that the Iranian authorities apprehended fishermen for fishing illegally off Jask, 

Hormozgan. The Coast Guard team of the Southern Hormozgan province apprehended a trawler with over 600 kg of 

illegally caught fish catch. The suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanzania Coast/ 24 Nov 20.                                                                                         (Poaching) 

 

On 24 Nov 20, it was reported that the Shared Growth project authorities (SWIOFish)  during an operation apprehended 

over 600 foreign fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off the coast of Tanzania. Reportedly, the fishermen were in 

possession of banned fishing gear, explosives, spears and gas cylinders. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to 

the local authorities for further action. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. SWIOFish is a six-year (Jun 15- Sep 21) project implemented in Tanzania, Comoros and Mozambique 

for fighting IUU. In Tanzania, the program which is jointly implemented by the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources, Livestock and Fisheries (Zanzibar) and the Deep-Sea Fishing Authority 

(DSFA) focuses on six priority fish species. The program report names priority fish species as tuna and tuna-like 

species, prawns, reef fishes, small and medium pelagic species and octopus. 
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•     IUU Fishing/ Off Pakistan/ 25 Nov 20.                                                                                                 (Poaching) 

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Pakistan. Reportedly, the authorities apprehended the fishermen for encroaching and fishing in the local 

waters. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

•     IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 27 Nov 20.                                                                                      (Local) 

 

On 27 Nov 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary personnel apprehended nine fishermen for engaging 

in illegal fishing off Gahirmatha, Odisha, India. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing in the prohibited zone of the 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized 70 kg fish, fishing equipment and fishing 

nets. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

•     IUU Fishing/ Off Mozambique/ 28 Nov 20.                                                                                                (Local) 

 

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mozambican maritime authorities seized about 1,100 kg of crabs during 

surveillance operations over a week off Mozambique. Reportedly, they were suspected of being caught during the closed 

season when it is prohibited to catch the species. The boats involved in the fishing activities have been abandoned and 

confiscated while the crabs were returned to their natural habitat.  

 

•     IUU Fishing/ Off Kaafu Atoll, Maldives/ 30 Nov 20.                                                                           (Poaching) 

 

On 30 Nov 20, it was reported that the Maldives Coast Guard (MCG) apprehended six foreign 

fishermen onboard a foreign fishing vessel for fishing and encroaching into the country’s EEZ 

off Kaafu Atoll, Maldives. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 
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Modus Operandi of IUU Fishing 

 
IUU fishing is a result of poor governance particularly on the high seas outside national jurisdiction where 

governance frameworks are weak, fragmented, and poorly implemented or enforced. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization’s (FAO) International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) remains relevant, despite being nearly 20 years old. A 2018 UN resolution on 

sustainable fisheries highlights IUU fishing and the importance of policies to combat it. A new legally binding 

instrument to protect marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction is being considered under the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).  

 

A team of fishery experts from Indonesia and Global Fishing Watch published a paper which highlighted the key 

issues associated with IUU fishing. As per the research paper, the perpetrators of IUU fishing tend to follow methods 

that reduce financial costs and regulatory burdens or confound attempts to track the history of the vessel. These 

methods are high gain and low risk and include the following:- 

 

➢ Utilising Transshipment – Catch monitoring at sea is patchy and implementation varies greatly, allowing IUU 

fishing vessels to ‘launder’ fish at sea by transferring their catch to another vessel and continue fishing without 

having to enter port.  

➢ Operating under Flags of Convenience – A vessel flying a ‘flag of convenience’ is registered to a state with no 

genuine link to its owners or operators. This can offer advantages such as limited regulatory oversight, ease of 

registration, reduced taxation and obscuring beneficial ownership.  

➢ Landing Catch in Ports of Convenience – Some free trade ports with favourable customs regulations on 

landings or transshipment can be classified as ports of convenience. IUU fishing vessels frequent ports where they 

can avoid proper inspection due to a lack of capacity, poor recording systems or corruption among inspectors. These 

ports allow the illegal fishing industry to access the marketplace and logistical support for their vessels at low risk of 

detection.  

➢ Creating Complex Ownership Networks - Fisheries and their value chains operate across jurisdictions, 

creating convoluted ownership networks where the true beneficial owner is difficult to discern. Investigating and 

prosecuting illegal fishing under this construct is complex and requires close cooperation and information sharing 

among countries, agencies and international institutions, which is often lacking.  

➢ Deactivating Vessel Identification and Monitoring Systems – Many states require fishing boats operating in 

their waters to send information on their position and activities via a VMS or AIS. IUU fishing vessels can deactivate 

or manipulate these systems to hide their identity and location. 

➢ Producing Fraudulent Documents and Vessel Identification – Much of fisheries management is paper based. 

Even where e-documentation is present, it is rarely used across the whole supply chain. Illegal operators forge or 

alter vessel registration certificates, fishing licenses, catch certificates or other documents to hide illegal activities, 

avoid regulations, costs and other obligations.  

➢ Exploiting Poor Working Conditions and Safety Standards – IUU fishing vessels are less likely to provide 

their crews with adequate labour conditions, training or safety equipment and are more likely to fish in hazardous 

weather, allowing them to minimise upfront costs.  

Full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-020-0121-y 
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

40 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Nov 20. This is about 14% increase as compared to the reported 

incidents in Oct 20 and is the second highest reported incidents in a single month since Jan 20. As observed since 

May 20 there has been an increase in reported incidents as compared to the previous month (except from Sep to Oct 

20). A sharp rise has been observed since Aug 20 which could be attributable to the favourable weather conditions in 

Mediterranean, ease of travel restrictions & the possible economic impact of COVID pandemic. 22 incidents were 

reported across the Mediterranean, 10 off Mayotte, three off Oman and one each off India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Sri 

Lanka and Tanzania.     

Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a decrease in the reported incidents of migrant crossings off Mayotte 

in Nov 20 as compared to Oct 20. However, the reported incidents in the last there months have exceeded the pre-

COVID levels observed till Feb 20. As per an analysis of GI-TOC, the impact of COVID-19 on the economic 

conditions and the opening of air routes between Africa & Madagascar has a role in these changes.   

Rohingya Migration –The Centre did not monitor any incident involving Rohingya migrants in Nov 20. No active 

warnings were issued by relevant authorities to indicate the possibility of movement of boats with Rohingya migrants.     

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were monitored off Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Libya, 

Tunisia and Turkey. The Centre monitored 22 migrant crossings (both attempted & successful) in the region which is 

the highest in a single month since Jan 20. The recent increase in the crossings along the Eastern and Central 

Mediterranean routes could possibly be due to favourable weather conditions. As per UN IOM reports, since      

Jan 20 atleast 900 migrants lost lives at sea while attempting to cross the Mediterranean.  

Oman – Three incidents of IHM were reported off Oman, which has been the normal pattern since Aug 20. This 

could be attributable to proactive enforcement & reporting, as positive deterrents to thwart illicit traffickers.      
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 01 Nov 20.   

 

On 01 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan authorities rescued over 370 migrants off the 

Libyan coast. The migrants were reportedly assisted by the Coast Guard and were returned to 

Libya. UN IOM staff provided necessary assistance to the migrants upon arrival.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Coast, Turkey/ 02 Nov 20.   

 

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 18 migrants off the 

Aegean coast, Turkey. The migrants were reportedly assisted to the Turkish shore onboard a 

Coast Guard boat and were subsequently transferred to the provincial migration office. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 02 Nov 20.   

 

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 118 migrants off the coast of 

Libya. The migrants were reportedly attempting to cross the Mediterranean onboard several boats. 

Reportedly, the migrants were returned to Libya and given medical aid in cooperation with the 

International Organisation for Migration. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 04 Nov 20.   

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard apprehended 16 illegal migrants and seized a smuggling boat 

off the shores of the Governorate of Muscat. Reportedly, the suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities 

for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bagamoyo, Tanzania/ 04 Nov 20.   

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Tanzanian authorities apprehended 49 migrants (Ethiopian) off Bagamoyo, 

Tanzania. The migrants were reportedly handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 05 Nov 20.   

 

On 05 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 300 migrants in two rescue 

operations off Libyan coast. The migrants were reportedly assisted by the Coast Guard and were 

returned to Tripoli, Libya. IOM staff provided necessary assistance to the migrants upon arrival.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Greece/ 05 Nov 20.   

 

On 05 Nov 20, it was reported that the Hellenic Coast Guard rescued a distressed boat carrying 65 migrants in Ionian 

Sea, Greece. Reportedly, the rescued migrants included 35 Turkey, 15 Afghanistan and 15 Iran nationals. The migrants 

were reportedly assisted by the Coast Guard and were taken to a port on the country’s West coast.  

      

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Comments. As per UN IOM report, Libya has become a preferred point of departure for migrants who attempt to 

cross the Mediterranean Sea towards European shores using the Central Mediterranean Route. The organisation 

reported that around 11,000 illegal migrants have been rescued off Libyan coast and returned to Libya so far in 

2020, compared to 9,225 in 2019.  

  

 

Comments. As per data available, Turkey has emerged as a key transit point for illegal migrants attempting to cross 

to Europe to start new lives, especially those fleeing war and persecution. Earlier this year, Turkey opened its gates 

to migrants, under a 2016 migrant deal. Reportedly, Turkey hosts nearly four million Syrians, more than any other 

country in the world. 

 

  

 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/libya.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/2020.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/2019.html
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kodiyakarai, India/ 06 Nov 20.   

 

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that the State Marine Police apprehended three foreign nationals for entering the country 

illegally via sea-route off Kodiyakarai, India. Reportedly, the three family members were smuggled in a small boat from 

a neighbouring country. The police received information from local fishermen about a suspicious landing and the 

subsequent search led to the apprehension. The illegal migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kerkennah Island, Tunisia/ 07 Nov 20.   

 

On 07 Nov 20, it was reported that the Tunisian Coast Guard (TCG) rescued 28 migrants (25 sub-Saharan Africans and 

03 Tunisians) from a stranded boat off the Kerkennah islands, Tunisia. The Coast Guard assisted the migrants to the port 

of Sfax, Tunisia.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 08 Nov 20.   

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 119 migrants (including women and children) off the 

coast of Libya. The migrants were reportedly assisted by the Coast Guard and were returned to Libya. IOM staff 

provided necessary assistance to the migrants upon arrival. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah Governorate, Oman/ 08 Nov 20.   

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended three migrants onboard a boat off South 

Al Batinah, Oman. The suspects were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Samos, Greece/ 08 Nov 20.   

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that the Greek authorities rescued 22 migrants after a boat capsized off the Greek island of 

Samos in the Aegean Sea. Reportedly, the boat was carrying 24 migrants at the time of sinking. One migrant was 

reported to have drowned and one went missing.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 10 Nov 20.  

  

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 11 migrants onboard a rubber dinghy off the coast of 

Libya. However, 13 migrants (including three women and one child), who were onboard the same dinghy drowned and 

lost their lives at sea. Reportedly, water leaked into the rubber dinghy after being underway for five hours. The Coast 

Guard assisted the 11 survivors to the shore and provided necessary medical assistance. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Khoms, Libya/ 12 Nov 20.   

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 47 migrants off Khoms, 

Libya. However, 74 other migrants onboard lost their lives. The survivors were assisted back to 

the Libyan shore and were provided with necessary medical aid.  

Comments.  Since Jan 20, the Centre monitored several migrant crossings from Tunisia and Libya in the Central 

Mediterranean Route. The two countries have been observed to be the preferred embarkation points for migrants 

which may be attributed to their proximity to the shores of Italy and Malta. As per reports, the migrants attempting 

to cross to Europe from Tunisia has been on the rise since 2017. Between Jan 20 and mid-Sep 20, more than 8,580 

people have been intercepted attempting to reach Europe by sea from Tunisia, including 2,104 non-Tunisians. The 

full article can be accessed on the following link:- https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-

africa/2020/11/07/Baby-among-28-migrants-rescued-off-Tunisia-says-defense-ministry 

 

 

Comments. The boat reportedly had over 120 migrants, including women and children. The authorities recovered 

mortal remains of 31 migrants and a search was initiated for the missing people.  As per UN IOM report, this 

incident is the 8th capsizing reported in the Central Mediterranean Route since 01 Oct 20. Since Jan 20, atleast 900 

migrants lost lives at sea while attempting to cross the Mediterranean.  

https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2020/11/07/Baby-among-28-migrants-rescued-off-Tunisia-says-defense-ministry
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2020/11/07/Baby-among-28-migrants-rescued-off-Tunisia-says-defense-ministry
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Asahan, Indonesia/ 13 Nov 20. 

 

On 13 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy rescued 17 migrants off Asahan, 

Indonesia. The migrants reportedly attempted to enter the country onboard a wooden boat. The 

officials assisted the migrants to the Indonesian shore and provided them with necessary medical 

aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 14 Nov 20.   

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 29 migrants who were 

stranded off Aegean Sea, Turkey. The Coast Guard officials assisted the migrants to the Turkish 

shore and provided necessary medical aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa, Italy/ 14 Nov 20.   

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Italian Coast Guard rescued more than 30 migrants from a capsized boat off the 

coast of Lampedusa, Italy. Reportedly, the Coast Guard officials assisted the migrants to the Italian shore and provided 

them with necessary medical aid. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sicily, Italy/ 14 Nov 20.   

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the migrant rescue ship OPEN ARMS rescued 255 migrants 

(African nationals) off Sicily, Italy. The rescued migrants comprised 184 adults and 71 minors. 

The rescued personnel were assisted to the shore of Trapani, Sicily and were provided 

necessary medical aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Nov 20.  

  

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 24 migrants onboard two kwassa-kwassa type 

boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Cyprus/ 16 Nov 20.   

 

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that the Cypriot authorities rescued a boat with 21 migrants off Cyprus. The boat 

reportedly arrived from Turkey and was destined to Cyprus. The migrants were assisted to Cyprus shore and were 

provided with necessary medical aid. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lefkada, Greece/ 17 Nov 20.   

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Hellenic Coast Guard (HCG) rescued a sailing boat with 

36 migrants off South West of Lefkada, Greece. The migrants were reportedly destined to Italy 

from Greece. Three crew members were apprehended on the charges of human trafficking and 

the migrants were assisted to the port of Lefkada and were provided with necessary medical aid.  

 

 

Comments.  As per INFOMIGRANTS report, Cyprus has one of the highest number of asylum seekers per head of 

population in the EU. Cypriot government registered a 130% increase in the number of people seeking asylum in the 

country in 2019 compared to numbers in 2018. In 2019, over 13,000 migrants sought asylum for the first time in 

Cyprus. Only 147 migrants were granted refugee status on the island in 2019 and 1,149 were granted subsidiary 

protection. In the last three months of 2019, Cyprus saw 3,728 first-time asylum requests per 01 million residents, 

followed by Malta (2,725) and Greece (2,613). Reportedly, about 3.8% of the 880,000 population of the island are 

migrants and asylum seekers. 

Comments. As per open-source reports, since the beginning of 2020, around 30,000 migrants arrived in Italy by 

boats, which is three times the crossings reported during the similar period in 2019.  
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Nov 20.   

 

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 30 migrants onboard four kwassa-kwassa type 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, three personnel were apprehended on the charges of human smuggling. The suspects were 

handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Nov 20.   

 

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 10 migrants and two smugglers onboard two 

kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Egypt/ 18 Nov 20.   

 

On 18 Nov 20, it was reported that the Egyptian Navy rescued a boat carrying 57 migrants off 

the coast of Egypt. The migrants which included nationals of Egypt, Iran, Iraq and Turkey 

were reportedly destined to Italy. However, the boat broke down enroute and they were 

stranded at sea for three days. The Navy officials assisted the migrants to the shore and 

provided necessary medical aid. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Datca Coast, Turkey/ 19 Nov 20.   

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued six migrants off the coast 

of Datca, Turkey. The migrants were reportedly attempting to reach European shores. The 

Coast Guard officials assisted them to Turkish shores and provided them with necessary 

medical aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 19 Nov 20.  

  

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 16 migrants (foreign nationals) off Aegean Sea, 

Turkey. Three crew members were apprehended on the charges of human trafficking. The migrants were assisted to the 

Turkish shore and were provided with necessary medical aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bondraboua Point, Mayotte/ 23 Nov 20.   

 

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 17 migrants onboard a kwassa-kwassa type boat 

off Bondraboua Point, Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration /Off Libya/ 23 Nov 20. 

 

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that seven migrants drowned off the Libyan coast. The International Organisation for 

Migration (IOM) reported that mortal remains of the seven migrants washed up to the shore. The cause of the incident 

was not reported. 

Training by UNODC to curb Human Smuggling 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), under the framework of the Global Action to Prevent and 

Address Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants in Asia and the Middle East (GLO.ACT – Asia and 

the Middle East) organised a special training from 02 – 06 Nov 20 for 25 female law enforcement officers on 

investigative techniques related to human smuggling and trafficking. GLO.ACT-Asia and the Middle East is a four 

year joint initiative by the European Union (EU) and UNODC implemented in partnership with the International 

Organisation for Migration (IOM) in four countries in the region of Asia and Middle East. The project reaffirms that 

combating human trafficking and migrant smuggling is of the highest importance for the EU and the United Nations 

as a whole.  

Full article can be accessed on the following link:- https://www.unodc.org/pakistan/en/stories/unodc-provides-

specialist-training-to-female-law-enforcement-officers-to-address-heavily-gendered-nature-of-human-trafficking-

and-migrant-smuggling.html 
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• Irregular Human Migration /Off Mugla, Turkey/ 24 Nov 20. 

 

On 24 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 11 migrants from a disabled rubber boat off Mugla, 

Turkey. The migrants were reportedly attempting to reach European shores. The Coast Guard assisted the migrants to the 

Turkish shores and provided them with necessary medical aid.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 25 Nov 20.      

     

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 migrants off Izmir, Turkey. The migrants were 

reportedly onboard a drifting boat in Turkey’s territorial waters. The Coast Guard assisted the migrants to the Turkish 

shore and provided them with necessary medical aid. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 25 Nov 20.   

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 17 migrants onboard two kwassa-kwassa type 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, two personnel were apprehended on the charges of human smuggling. The suspects were 

handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 25 Nov 20.     

      

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard (TCG) rescued 46 migrants off the South coast of Turkey. 

The Coast Guard officials assisted the migrants to the Turkish shore and provided them with necessary medical aid. Two 

suspects were apprehended on the charges of human smuggling.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 26 Nov 20.   

 

On 26 Nov 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of 17 migrants onboard a 

kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. Additionally, the authorities apprehended one person on the charges of human 

smuggling.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 27 Nov 20.   

 

On 27 Nov 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of 15 migrants onboard a 

kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. Additionally, the authorities apprehended one person on the charges of human 

smuggling.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Pesalai, Sri Lanka/ 28 Nov 20.    

       

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended five local personnel 

onboard a dinghy for attempting to migrate to a foreign country by illegal means                      

off Pesalai, Sri Lanka. In addition, two more suspects were apprehended on the charges of 

human smuggling. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tanjung Gabang, Malaysia/ 28 Nov 20.    

       

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended two local suspects 

for smuggling three migrants off Tanjung Gabang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were 

found onboard a fiber boat without a registration number. The suspects were handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 29 Nov 20.   

 

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of 24 migrants onboard two 

kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. In addition, two personnel were apprehended on the charges of human 

smuggling.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 29 Nov 20.   

 

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities rescued one person from a capsized kwassa-kwassa type boat 

off Mayotte. Reportedly, the boat with 14 migrants onboard, capsized about 25 nm from Mayotte and 13 have gone 

missing in the incident.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 30 Nov 20.   

 

On 30 Nov 20, it was reported that the AEM HQ in Mayotte coordinated the interception of 51 migrants onboard four 

kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. Additionally, the authorities apprehended three persons on the charges of human 

smuggling.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 30 Nov 20.     

      

On 30 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended 21 migrants 

for attempting to enter the country illegally via sea-route off Al Batinah, Oman. The 

migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

  

Maritime Security Index 2020 – Maritime Mixed Migration 

 

➢ According to the report published by Stable Seas, many economic migrants and asylum seekers face the 

challenge of crossing open waters to reach their intended destination. This is the case in North Africa, where the 

Mediterranean lies as the final barrier facing migrants heading towards Europe. This is also true for the large 

migrant population leaving East Africa and South Asia for work in the Arabian Peninsula. Complex maritime 

migration routes cross the Bay of Bengal and the several seas that separate Southeast Asia from Australia. Migrants 

traversing the sea often have unsafe vessels and untrained crews, ambiguous legal protections and heightened 

vulnerability to being forced into slavery or sex trafficking. Beyond the immediate threat of possibly capsizing and 

drowning, migrants far from shore can be trafficked because they are at the mercy of their smugglers. In some 

regions, the primary trafficking threats include sale into sex trades in coastal cities and ports. In others, men and 

boys are sold to corrupt fishing crews who then force them into years of slavery at sea. Near conflict zones, 

economic migrants who voluntarily pay smugglers may find themselves targeted by warring parties, finding out that 

their vessels are also carrying drugs and arms to be used to support one of the fighting factions. Following the lead 

of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), these activities are referred to as mixed migration. 

 

➢ Hotspots for maritime migration generally occur near conflict zones. Sustained violent conflicts impoverish 

local populations, create refugees and asylum-seekers, attract transnational criminal networks capable of smuggling 

people across borders and reduce law enforcement capacity on land and at sea. 

 

The article is an extract of a document published by Stable Seas. Full article can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.stableseas.org/issue-areas/maritime-mixed-migration 
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60 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Nov 20 which is slightly higher than 58 

incidents reported in Oct 20. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue, followed by capsizing of 

vessels at sea and incidents of vessels running aground. The month witnessed two collisions, one involving a cargo 

vessel colliding with the pier and the other involving a collision between a fishing boat and sand barge. However, 

there were no reports of oil spill related to the incidents.  

 

Aground – The Centre monitored reporting of eight incidents of vessels running aground. Six of these were reported 

at various locations in the waters of SE Asia. The high number of incidents may possibly be attributed to localised 

heavy weather phenomenon in the region.   

  

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 12 incidents of capsizing and three incidents of vessels sinking at sea were 

recorded by the Centre. This is a 50% increase from the similar incidents reported in Oct 20. The sharp increase 

may be attributed to reporting of incidents in South & South East Asia due to heavy weather and sea conditions, 

associated with the North East monsoon and the two tropical storms ‘GATI’ and ‘NIVAR’ reported in the region.   

 

SAR Operations – 16 SAR and three Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were monitored 

during the month of Nov 20. This is marginal decrease from 20 and 21 combined incidents of SAR & Medevac 

reported in Oct 20 and Sep 20 respectively.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• SAR/ Off Goa, India/ 02 Nov 20.    

  

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that lifeguards rescued a person from drowning off Baga Beach, 

Goa. Reportedly, the person was dragged into deep waters due to strong currents in the area. 

The person was reported to be stable. 

 

• Aground/ Off Batangas, Philippines/ 02 Nov 20. 

 

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that a Philippines flagged containership WEST OCEAN 3 with six crew members onboard 

ran aground off Batangas, Philippine. The vessel anchored in St Maria, Bauan reportedly drifted and eventually ran 

aground due to heavy weather. All crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

• Capsize/ Off West Bengal, India/ 02 Nov 20.  

 

On 02 Nov 20, it was reported that the State Marine Police rescued 12 fishermen as their boat capsized off G-Plot,     

West Bengal. Reportedly, the boat officials monitored a distress message related to an incident of capsizing and launched 

a SAR operation using a Fast Interceptor Boat (FIB). The fishermen were shifted ashore and were reported to be safe.   

 

• Missing/ Off Thengapattanam, India/ 04 Nov 20. 

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that one fisherman went missing off Thengapattanam, 

Tamil Nadu. The fisherman reportedly fell overboard from the vessel and the cause of 

the incident was not reported. A search was initiated to locate the missing fisherman.  

 

• Explosion/ Off Socorro, Philippines/ 04 Nov 20. 

 

On 04 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard rescued 22 local 

fishermen from a vessel JHIERON JAY 88 which exploded off Socorro, Philippines. 

As per reports, the gasoline spilled over to the engine compartment, resulting in 

explosion onboard. Four fishermen suffered major burn injuries, six sustained minor 

burns and the remaining 12 fishermen were reported to be safe.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Quang Nam, Vietnam/ 06 Nov 20. 

 

On 06 Nov 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged general cargo vessel THANH HUNG with 12 crew members 

onboard, sank off Quang Nam, Vietnam. The vessel reported water ingress via faulty ventilation pipes, listed to port and 

eventually sank. Seven crew members were rescued by the authorities and a SAR was initiated to locate the missing 

personnel.  

 

• SAR/ Off Koggala, Sri Lanka/ 07 Nov 20. 

 

On 07 Nov 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy rescued a fishing trawler JANATH I in 

the seas off Koggala, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the trawler experienced a fire in its engine room 

while it was returning to the shore. The patrol team successfully doused the fire and the crew 

was reported to be safe.  

 

• SAR/ Off Yarada Beach, India/ 08 Nov 20. 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that one person drowned while another went missing at sea off the Yarada Beach, 

Visakhapatnam. Reportedly, a SAR was initiated to locate the missing person. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Man Overboard/ Off Pulau Jarak, Malaysia/ 08 Nov 20. 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that a man fell overboard from the vessel MV MELATI 6, about 26 nm South of Pulau 

Jarak, Malaysia. A search was initiated to locate the missing crew member. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Port of Salalah, Oman/ 08 Nov 20. 

 

On 08 Nov 20, it was reported that a French Navy helicopter was deployed by a 

warship in vicinity to evacuate an Indian crew member from an India flagged cargo 

vessel MV LOURDES off Port of Salalah, Oman. The crew member reportedly required 

urgent medical assistance. The evacuated crew member was shifted to an Omanese 

hospital and was reported to be stable. 

 

• SAR/ Off Malpe, India/ 09 Nov 20. 

 

On 09 Nov 20, it was reported that lifeguards rescued two personnel from drowning off Malpe Beach, Karnataka. 

Reportedly, the personnel were dragged into the deep waters due to strong currents in the area. The personnel were 

shifted to the hospital and were reported to be stable. 

 

• SAR/ Off Palm Deira, Dubai/ 09 Nov 20. 

 

On 09 Nov 20, it was reported that the Dubai Maritime authorities rescued seven crew members 

from a boat off Palm Deira, Dubai. Reportedly, their boat capsized due to heavy weather. The 

crew members were assisted to the shore and were reported to be safe. 

 

• Aground/ Off Dung Quat Port, Vietnam/ 09 Nov 20. 

 

On 09 Nov 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged bulk carrier GIA BAO 268 with nine 

crew members onboard, ran aground off Dung Quat port, Vietnam. The vessel was 

reportedly anchored in the port waters after offloading the cargo of limestone. Reportedly, 

her anchor dragged due to heavy weather. The crew was reported to be safe and the port 

authorities were informed regarding the incident.  

 

• Fire/ Off Ghaleilah Port, UAE/ 10 Nov 20. 

 

On 10 Nov 20, it was reported that a fishing boat exploded at the Ghaleilah port, Ras Al 

Khaimah, UAE. The explosion took place while the two fishermen were attempting to 

change the battery of their boat. Reportedly, the fishermen suffered moderate injuries and 

were transferred to a hospital in Ras Al Khaimah for further medical assistance.  

 

• SAR/ Off Pesisir Barat, Indonesia/ 11 Nov 20. 

 

On 11 Nov 20, it was reported that two local fishermen were rescued by a boat off Pesisir Barat, Indonesia. Reportedly, 

the fishermen went missing after their boat suffered engine failure while engaged in fishing. The rescued fishermen were 

assisted to the shore by the second boat and were reported to be safe.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Puri Beach, India/ 12 Nov 20. 

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the lifeguards rescued six personnel from a capsized boat off Puri beach, India. 

Reportedly, their speedboat capsized and sank due to strong currents in the area. The personnel were reported to be safe. 

 

• Aground/ Off Navotas, Philippines/ 12 Nov 20. 

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines flagged tanker MT BULUSAN ran 

aground off Navotas, Philippines due to heavy weather. The Philippines Coast Guard 

(PCG) reportedly towed the vessel to safety.  
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• Medevac/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 12 Nov 20. 

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that the Thai-MECC officials evacuated a crew member from a fishing vessel 

S.THANAWOOT-CHAINAWEE off Phuket, Thailand. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical assistance 

and was later shifted to a local hospital for treatment. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Banyutowo, Indonesia/ 12 Nov 20. 

 

On 12 Nov 20, it was reported that five moored fishing boats sank off Banyutowo Pier, Indonesia due to heavy weather. 

Reportedly, the local authorities evacuated the sunken boats. No casualties were reported in this incident. 

 

• SAR/ Off AL Batinah, Oman/ 13 Nov 20. 

 

On 13 Nov 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Air Force rescued a fishing boat with four 

local fishermen, that was lost at sea off Al Batinah, Oman. The flight crew sighted the boat in 

the sea North East of Saham, Oman. The officials rescued the fishermen and assisted them to 

the shore.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Okha, India/ 14 Nov 20. 

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard Ship SAMUDRA PAVAK apprehended an 

Indian Dhow with 13 crew members off Okha, Gujarat, India. The vessel was reportedly 

enroute from Somalia to Mundra and was alleged to be involved in suspicious activities. The 

vessel was handed over to the local authorities in Okha for further investigation. 

 

• Fire/ Off Pulau Rimau, Malaysia/ 14 Nov 20. 

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that a fishing boat reported an incident of fire in its engine room 

off Pulau Rimau, Malaysia. Reportedly, there were five crew members onboard who suffered 

minor injuries. The fishermen were rescued by the local authorities and shifted to a hospital.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 14 Nov 20. 

 

On 14 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippines Navy rescued five personnel from a capsized boat off Tawi-Tawi, 

Philippines. Reportedly, the boat capsized due to heavy weather. The crew members were assisted to the shore and 

reported to be safe.  

 

• Capsize/ Off East Java, Indonesia/ 15 Nov 20. 

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged container vessel MENTARI CRYSTAL 

with 137 containers onboard capsized off East Java, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly capsized 

due to incorrect container stowage and faulty ballasting. The crew were reported to be safe and 

an operation was launched to recover the containers.  

 

• SAR/ Off Chennai, India/ 15 Nov 20. 

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that a search was initiated to locate five children who went missing off the Kasimedu 

fishing harbour, Chennai, India. They were reportedly dragged into the sea due to strong currents.  

 

 

 

Comments.  Thai-MECC stands for Thailand Maritime Law Enforcement Coordinating Centre. The Centre was 

established in 2006 for resolving maritime challenges. The Centre coordinates between six Thai agencies viz. Royal 

Thai Navy, Fisheries Department, Marine Department, Customs Department, Marine Police and the Maritime and 

Coastal Environment Department. 
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• Death/ Off Puri Beach, India/ 15 Nov 20. 

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that a person lost his life at sea off Puri, India. The person reportedly got caught in the 

strong currents and was dragged into the sea. The lifeguards rescued him and shifted him to the hospital, where he was 

reported to be dead. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Kolaka, Indonesia/ 15 Nov 20. 

 

On 15 Nov 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued four fishermen from a 

capsized boat off Kolaka, Southeast Sulawesi. The fishermen reportedly fell overboard as their boat 

capsized due to heavy weather. The rescued fishermen were evacuated to Kolaka Port and were 

reported to be safe.  

 

• Aground/ Off Cua Viet, Vietnam/ 16 Nov 20. 

 

On 16 Nov 20, it was reported that two Vietnam flagged cargo vessels HOANG TUAN 

26 and THANH THANH DAT 68 ran aground off Cua Viet, Vietnam. The vessels 

reportedly encountered heavy weather and ran aground. A salvage operation was 

initiated to re-float the vessels.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Pantai Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 17 Nov 20. 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that a boat carrying five foreign fishermen capsized off Pantai Tok 

Bali, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel capsized due to heavy weather. The fishermen were rescued by 

a boat in the vicinity and were reported to be safe.  

 

• Aground/ Off Al Athaiba, Oman/ 17 Nov 20. 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that a Sri Lanka flagged wooden cargo vessel with six crew members ran aground and 

sank due to engine failure off the coast of Al Athaiba, Oman.  The vessel was reportedly carrying oil derivatives. The 

crew members were evacuated by the local authorities and were reported to be safe. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Coast of Oman/ 17 Nov 20. 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that a UAE flagged cargo vessel destined for the Yemeni 

island of Socotra sank off the coast of Oman. Reportedly, the vessel was carrying various 

goods including over 30 cars and capsized due to overloading. The crew was reported to be 

safe. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Nosy Be, Madagascar/ 17 Nov 20. 

 

On 17 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malagasy authorities evacuated a foreign national from the US flagged sailing 

boat INTREPID off Nosy Be, Madagascar. The sailboat was reportedly sailing from Seychelles to Richards Bay in South 

Africa and requested for an urgent medical assistance. The sailor was assisted to the shore and later shifted to a hospital.  

 

• Collision/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 19 Nov 20. 

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Hong Kong flagged cargo vessel PACIFIC VICTOR collided with the pier at 

Jeddah Container Terminal whilst berthing off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The vessel’s bulbous bow and the pier blocks were 

reported to be damaged. Local authorities were informed regarding the incident. 

 

• Collision/ Off Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh/ 19 Nov 20. 

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that a fishing trawler with 10 personnel onboard capsized off Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. 

The trawler reportedly collided with a sand-laden barge and capsized. The local authorities rescued eight personnel from 

the vessel and two were reported to be missing. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing fishermen. 
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• Vessel Detained/ Off Sungai Miri, Malaysia/ 19 Nov 20.                                                             

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained two foreign tugboats 

off Sungai Miri, Malaysia. Reportedly, the personnel onboard failed to produce a valid license. The suspects and the 

boats were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• SAR/ Off Pitas, Malaysia/ 19 Nov 20. 

 

On 19 Nov 20, it was reported that a local fisherman went missing in the waters off Pitas, 

Sabah, Malaysia. The cause of the incident was not reported. The Malaysian Maritime 

Enforcement Agency (MMEA) launched a SAR to locate the missing fisherman.  

 

• SAR/ Off Tanjung Sedili, Malaysia/ 20 Nov 20. 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the MMEA rescued a fisherman off Tanjung Sedili waters, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

fisherman was stranded at sea for seven hours after he fell overboard while fishing. The fisherman was assisted to the 

shore and was reported to be safe. 

 

• SAR/ Off Surat Thani, Thailand/ 20 Nov 20. 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that a fisherman fell overboard from a fishing vessel off Surat Thani, Thailand. The cause 

of the incident was not reported. A SAR was initiated by the local authorities to locate the missing fisherman. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Gwadar, Pakistan/ 20 Nov 20. 

 

On 20 Nov 20, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities rescued 16 stranded fishermen off Gwadar, Pakistan. 

Reportedly, their boat capsized at sea due to heavy weather. The officials assisted the fishermen to the Gwadar port and 

provided them with necessary medical aid. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Katchall, India/ 22 Nov 20. 

 

On 22 Nov 20, it was reported that the Panama flagged tanker ANASTASIA I 

suffered a power failure off Katchall, A&N Islands, India. The vessel was 

reportedly disabled and adrift in the area. As the tanker was observed to be 

drifting towards a shallow patch, Coast Guard Ship VISHWAST towed her to clear 

waters and later disconnected the tow. The crew was reported to be safe.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Somalia/ 22 Nov 20. 

 

On 22 Nov 20, it was reported that seven foreign fishermen lost their lives off the Somali coast. Reportedly, the 

fishermen lost their lives as their fishing boats capsized after encountering a tropical storm GATI.  

 

• Aground/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 22 Nov 20. 

 

On 22 Nov 20, it was reported that a Cyprus flagged container vessel TINA 1 ran aground after colliding with an Iranian 

containership SHAHRAZ (aground since last six months) off Batam, Indonesia. However, there were no reports of any 

major leak or oil spill. The nature of incident and the reason of grounding were not reported.  

 

Update 

 

Indian Naval Ship Rana, which was Mission Deployed in the Bay of Bengal closed the tanker adrift and without 

power.  The warship provided meals, provisions & water for the tanker’s crew and a technical team embarked the 

tanker to restore power supply. Persistent professional efforts by the Naval technical team resulted in restoration of 

power supply for essential equipment onboard MT ANASTASIA 1. Subsequently. the tanker was towed by a 

commercial tug to a port for further repairs.  
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• Fire/ Off Thinadhoo, Maldives/ 23 Nov 20. 

 

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that a docked boat RAASTHAA suffered fire off Thinadhoo, Maldives. The cause of the 

fire was reported to be a gas leak. Four crew members were reported to be injured in the incident and were shifted to a 

hospital.  

 

• SAR/ Off Da Nang Coast, Vietnam/ 23 Nov 20. 

 

On 23 Nov 20, it was reported that a Vietnamese flagged vessel DNA 90444 TS rescued seven fishermen from a capsized 

boat off the Da Nang coast, Vietnam. The boat reportedly collided with a floating container which caused water ingress. 

The boat was assisted to the shore and the crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Explosion/ Off Al Shuqaiq Anchorage, Saudi Arabia/ 25 Nov 20. 

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that an explosion took place onboard a Malta flagged 

tanker AGRARI with 25 crew members onboard at Al Shuqaiq port, Saudi Arabia. The 

vessel was reportedly hit by an unidentified object about one meter above the waterline, 

which caused a hull breach. The crew was reported to be safe and the exact cause of the 

incident was not reported.  

 

• SAR/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 25 Nov 20. 

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard rescued a flooded boat off Tamil Nadu, India. The officials 

reportedly de-flooded the vessel’s engine room and carried out repairs to prevent further flooding. Subsequently, the boat 

was towed to the Tuticorin harbour and the crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• SAR/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 25 Nov 20. 

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) rescued 15 crew members from a vessel                   

LCT LADY ATHENA off Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather and eventually sank. 

However, two crew members went missing in the incident. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing crew members. 

   

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 25 Nov 20. 

 

On 25 Nov 20, it was reported that motor vessel OCEAN SUPPORT suffered engine failure off Palawan, Philippines. 

The vessel reportedly encountered heavy weather and experienced severe rolling which resulted in the failure of both 

engines.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Pringle Bay, South Africa/ 26 Nov 20. 

 

On 26 Nov 20, it was reported that a fishing boat with five crew members capsized off Pringle Bay, South Africa. The 

local authorities rescued three fishermen, one was reported to be missing and one lost his life. The rescued fishermen 

were assisted to the shore and provided with necessary medical aid. A search was initiated to locate the missing crew 

member. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Ormara, Pakistan/ 26 Nov 20. 

 

On 26 Nov 20, it was reported that Pakistani authorities rescued a group of fishermen from a boat off Ormara, Pakistan. 

The boat encountered heavy weather and was reported to be sunk. The authorities assisted the crew members to safety 

and the crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Aground/ Off Al Ismailiya, Egypt/ 27 Nov 20. 

 

On 27 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malta flagged container vessel AL MURAYKH ran 

aground off Al Ismailiya, Egypt while transiting in the Suez Canal. The vessel was 
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reportedly refloated with the help of tugs and was assisted to Bitter Lakes. The vessel and the crew were reported to be 

safe. 

 

• Aground/ Off Belitung Island, Indonesia/ 27 Nov 20. 

 

On 27 Nov 20, it was reported that container vessel KMTC SURABAYA ran aground off 

Belitung islands, Indonesia. The vessel was reportedly enroute from Jakarta, Indonesia to Ho 

Chi Minh, Vietnam. The cause of the incident was not reported.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Maharashtra, India/ 28 Nov 20. 

 

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that seven fishermen onboard a fishing boat MATHURA were rescued by a nearby fishing 

boat MAHUR off the coast of Maharashtra, India. Reportedly, the fishing vessel MATHURA hit an unknown object, 

developed cracks in its hull and capsized due to water ingress. The crew members were rescued and reported to be safe. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 28 Nov 20. 

 

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that Pakistani authorities rescued four-stranded fishermen after their boat                                 

AL AYUB capsized off Karachi, Pakistan. The boat reportedly developed a technical fault and later capsized at sea. The 

authorities rescued the fishermen and brought them back to the shore.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 28 Nov 20. 

 

On 28 Nov 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained five vessels for 

anchoring without permission off Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessels anchored without valid permission to anchor 

in the Malaysian waters. The vessels were subsequently released and ordered to leave from Malaysian waters. 

 

• SAR/ Off Palali, Sri Lanka/ 29 Nov 20. 

 

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that a search operation was initiated to locate two locals who went missing off Palali, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the locals were dragged into deeper waters due to strong currents in the area.  

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Gujarat, India/ 29 Nov 20. 

 

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that a fishing boat with 12 fishermen onboard was stranded off Gujarat, India.  

Reportedly, the boat’s engine developed a technical failure while it was enroute from Maharashtra to Gujarat. Assistance 

was rendered by the local authorities to rescue the stranded fishermen.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tha Sala, Thailand/ 29 Nov 20. 

 

On 29 Nov 20, it was reported that Thailand authorities detained a fishing vessel                               

RUNG CHANA 5 and apprehended six crew members for transferring oil illegally off Tha Sala, 

Thailand. Reportedly, the fishermen did not possess valid documents. The suspects and the vessel 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• SAR/ Off Karnataka, India/ 30 Nov 20. 

 

On 30 Nov 20, it was reported that six fishermen went missing as their fishing boat SHRI RAKSHA capsized off 

Karnataka, India. The boat reportedly hit an unknown object and capsized. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing 

fishermen. 

Update 

 

As per open-source reports, the mortal remains of five fishermen were recovered during the search operations. 

Reportedly, bodies of three fishermen were entangled in the fishing nets and recovered on 02 Dec 20. Bodies of two 

fishermen were recovered earlier on 01 Dec 20. 
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Nivar is the fourth cyclone that has taken shape in the North Indian Ocean region this year. The first three cyclones 

were Cyclone Amphan, Cyclone Nisarga and Cyclone Gati.   

 

Considering the expected short life of the system and it’s intensification into a cyclonic storm with predicted landfall 

between Tamil Nadu and Puducherry on 25/ 26 Nov 20, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) issued pre-

cyclone watch for north Tamil Nadu and Puducherry coasts in the bulletin dated 21 Nov 20, when the system was a 

low pressure area over South East and South West Bay of Bengal (about 80 hours prior to landfall of very severe 

cyclonic storm NIVAR). Recently, IMD has commenced issuing a pre-cyclone watch in the low-pressure area stage 

itself. Usually, the pre-cyclone watch is issued from depression/ deep depression stage as per the Standard Operating 

Procedure.  

Following this adverse weather warning by IMD, Indian Navy and Coast Guard (ICG) deployed aircraft and ships to 

advise fishermen to return to harbour. The assets and shore stations continuously relayed warnings about impending 

adverse weather to merchant vessels and fishermen out at sea.  

The Eastern Naval Command (ENC) of Indian Navy mobilised adequate resources for flood relief, rescue and diving 

assistance to mitigate excessive rainfall and flooding, of both, urban and rural areas in coordination with the State 

Governments on the eastern seaboard. In Tamil Nadu, the Navy kept its flood rescue teams and diving teams on 

standby during the cyclone.  

 

 

 

 

• Very Severe Cyclonic Storm "NIVAR" over South West Bay of Bengal. 

 
A low pressure area had formed over Equatorial Indian Ocean and the adjoining South East Bay of Bengal in the 

morning of 21 Nov 20. Under favourable environmental conditions, on 23 Nov 20, it concentrated into a depression over 

South West Bay of Bengal and further intensified into a deep depression. Further, on 24 Nov 20, it intensified into a 

cyclonic storm “NIVAR” about 450km South East of Chennai. Thereafter, it gradually moved West-North-Westwards 

and intensified into a severe cyclonic storm in the midnight of 24 Nov 20. The storm moved north westwards and 

intensified into a very severe cyclone storm by the afternoon of 25 Nov 20. NIVAR moved north westwards and crossed 

the coast between Karaikal and Mamallapuram around Puducherry as a very severe cyclonic storm with a maximum 

sustained wind speed of 120-130 kmph gusting to 145 kmph on 25/ 26 Nov 20. It continued to move north-westwards 

after landfall and later weakened into a cyclonic storm and further into a depression.  

 

                      

NATURAL EVENTS 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-amphan
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-nisarga
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• Incidents in Gulf of Aden. 

 
Two incidents of suspicious approach were reported in the Gulf of Aden in Nov 20. Both the incidents were reported by 

vessels transiting off Yemen. Since Jan 20, the Centre monitored 19 incidents of suspicious approach in the Gulf of 

Aden. There were no reported incidents in the Gulf of Oman/ Persian Gulf region. The details have been covered in the 

first section of the MMSU.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gulf of Aden/Gulf of Oman Update 
 

 

Recent Maritime Security Incidents off Yemen 

 

 

 
Hull Breach onboard MT AGRARI 

 

➢ The Centre monitored advisories issued by UKMTO and MSCHOA regarding an explosion onboard a 

tanker off Al Shuqaiq in the Red Sea on 25 Nov 20.   

➢ It was reported that the Malta flagged tanker AGRARI had experienced an explosion after 

discharging oil at the terminal. The tanker was reportedly hit by an unidentified object about one meter 

above the waterline, which resulted in a hull breach. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe.  

➢ Considering there were no reports that indicated presence of drifting sea mines in the area, it is 

believed that this was a targeted attack, probably using a WBIED.  

➢ As per assessment of DNK-IOC, this attack is a fall-out of the ongoing conflict in the country.  

➢ On 11 Nov 20, it was reported that a remotely controlled waterborne explosive device (RC-WBIED) 

attacked and affected the offshore oil installation at the Jizan terminal. In addition, the Arab Coalition, 

reportedly seized a RC-WBIED near Midi, Yemen on 12 Nov 20.  

➢ Further, on 26 Nov 20, the Arab Coalition, reported having recovered/ destroyed 164 mines thus far 

along the Yemen coast in the Red Sea.  

➢ The increased monitoring of hybrid threats viz., WBIED, mines, remotely controlled unmanned 

skiffs (as observed in Mar 20) and the attacks on vessels in vicinity of ports/ terminals complicates the 

security situation in the area.  

➢ Based on the inputs of Industry Releasable Threat Assessment (IRTA) issued by Combined Maritime 

Forces (CMF) and European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the risk from hybrid threats is limited to 

Saudi Arabia and SLC flagged vessels. However, the possibility of mis-identification and collateral damage 

does transfer risk to vessels transiting the area.  
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• India becomes the fourth nation to get IMO nod for navigation satellite system-IRNSS. 

The IMO MSC-102 (Maritime Safety Committee) held from      

04-11 Nov 20, approved Interim Guidelines for the second 

generation intact stability criteria and recognised the Indian 

Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) as a component 

of  the  World-wide  radio navigation  system. India has become 

the fourth country in the world to have its independent regional 

navigation satellite system recognised by the International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO). The other three countries that have 

its navigation systems recognised by the IMO are the USA, Russia 

and China. The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System 

(IRNSS) was designed to provide accurate position information 

services to assist in the navigation of ships in Indian Ocean 

waters. It will be used by merchant ships for navigation in the 

ocean within the area covered by 50°N latitude, 55°E longitude, 

5°S latitude and 110°E longitude (approximately up to 1500 km 

from Indian boundary).  

 

• World Tsunami Awareness Day – 05 Nov 20. 

The World Tsunami Awareness Day 2020 is observed every year on  

05 Nov with an aim to create ways to save lives from future disasters. 

The United Nations, through a resolution adopted on 22 Dec 15, 

designated the day to be World Tsunami Awareness Day. It aligns with 

the International Day for Disaster Reduction (13 Oct) and the seven 

targets of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030. According to the International Tsunami Information Center 

(ITIC), while tsunamis are rare events, they can be among the deadliest 

and costliest hazards, affecting economic sectors, agriculture, housing 

and tourism. ITIC added that education, including evacuation drills are 

very important for ensuring that communities act decisively and 

without panic when tsunami warning reach them.    

• Mission SAGAR-II – INS AIRAVAT food aid to African Countries. 

The Indian Naval Ship INS AIRAVAT reached the port of Mombasa, Kenya with 

food supplies as a part of its ongoing humanitarian operation Mission SAGAR-II. 

The Government of India is providing assistance to ally foreign nations to 

overcome natural calamities and COVID-19 pandemic. Earlier, India delivered 

humanitarian COVID-19 assistance to the East African countries of Djibouti, 
Eritrea and Sudan through INS AIRAVAT. The vessel arrived at Port Sudan on 02 

Nov 20, Port Massawa, Eritrea on 06 Nov 20 and Port of Djibouti on 10 Nov 20. 

The operation is in continuation to India’s first ‘Mission Sagar’ undertaken in 

May-Jun 20, where the country extended aid to Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, 

Madagascar and Comoros. A consignment of pharmaceutical aid and food was 

delivered to the citizens.  

 

 

  

Information/ Events of Interest 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-irnss-regional-navigation-satellite-system-7060146/
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• 30th India-Thai Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) held from 18 - 20 Nov 20. 

 

The 30th edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) was 

held between the Indian Navy and the Royal Thai Navy from 18-20 Nov 20. The 

Indian Naval Ship INS KARMUK, an indigenously built Missile Corvette and 

Thailand Ship HTMS KRABURI, a Chao Phraya Class Frigate along with Dornier 

Maritime Patrol Aircraft from both the navies participated in the CORPAT. The two 

navies have been carrying out CORPAT along their International Maritime 

Boundary Line twice a year since 2005 to enhance bilateral ties and maritime 

cooperation.  

• CARGILL to Add Giant Sails to Bulkers. 

 

CARGILL-the world’s biggest agricultural commodities trader, plans to 

harness wind power by fixing massive wing sails to some of its cargo 

fleet of bulk ships (bulkers) to reduce fuel use and greenhouse gas 

emissions. The large, solid wing sails  (45 mtrs in height) will be fitted to 

the deck of bulk cargo ships to harness the power of the wind and reduce 

CO2 emissions by as much as 30%. The sails will be collapsible to avoid 

coming into contact with infrastructure. The number of wing sails can be 

tailored to the size of the vessel and the route it will take. The project is 

currently in the design phase, bringing together a team of companies to 

deliver the first vessels – expected on the water by 2022. 

 

• Malabar 2020 held in two phases as ‘non-contact, at sea only’ joint Naval exercise. 

 

Malabar 2020 Naval Exercise was held in two phases in Nov 20. The Indian 

Navy participated in the 24th edition of the Malabar Naval exercise along with 

the United States Navy, the Japan Maritime Self Defence Force and the Royal 

Australian Navy. Phase-1 of the exercise was conducted off the coast of 

Vishakhapatnam in the Bay of Bengal from 03-06 Nov 20. Phase-2 of the 

excersis was conducted in the Arabian Sea from 17-20 Nov 20. The excersise 

focused on complex and advanced naval exercises, including surface, anti-

submarine, and anti-air warfare operations, besides seamanship evolutions and 

weapon-firing exercises. 

 

• World Fisheries Day 2020- Social Responsibility in the fisheries value chain. 

The World Fisheries Day 2020 was celebrated under the theme 

‘Social Responsibility in the fisheries value chain’. World Fisheries 

day is celebrated every year on 21 Nov throughout the world by the 

fisherfolk communities. Fishing communities worldwide celebrate 

this day through rallies, workshops, public meetings, cultural 

programs, dramas, exhibition, music show and demonstrations to 

highlight the importance of maintaining the world's fisheries. The 

World Fisheries Day helps in highlighting the critical importance to 

human lives, of water and the lives it sustains, both in and out of 

water. For the first time, the Department of Fisheries operating 

under the Ministry of Fisheries celebrated World Fisheries Day on 

21 Nov 20. The Department is to confer best performing states in 

Fisheries award on World Fisheries Day. Assam won the award 

among Hilly and the North East States. The best performing state award among inland was provided to Uttar Pradesh and 

Odisha. A Workshop on Strategies and options for adaptation of best practices for sustainable aquaculture was also held 

on this day in India. 
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• Indian Navy hosted Singapore Bilateral Maritime Exercise (SIMBEX) from 23 - 25 Nov 20. 

The Indian Navy (IN) hosted the 27th edition of India-Singapore 

Bilateral Maritime Exercise (SIMBEX-20) from 23–25 Nov 20, in 

the Andaman Sea. The SIMBEX series of exercises between IN and 

Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), being conducted annually since 

1994, are aimed at enhancing mutual inter-operability and imbibing 

best practices from each other. The 2020 edition of SIMBEX 

witnessed participation by Indian Navy ships including destroyer 

INS RANA with integral Chetak helicopter and indigenously built 

corvettes INS KAMORTA and INS KARMUK. In addition, IN 

submarine SINDHURAJ and P8I maritime reconnaissance aircraft 

also participated in the exercise. RSN was represented by the frigates INTREPID and STEADFAST with integral S70B 

helicopter and Landing Ship Tank ENDEAVOUR in the exercise. 

• Suez Canal Authority halves toll for VLCC Tankers. 

 

As an encouragement for laden VLCCs & ULCCs (of DWT more than 250,000 tonnes) to transit the Suez Canal, Suez 

canal authority had announced that the VLCCs & ULCCs (of DWT more than 250,000 tonnes) loaded from “ports at 

North West of Europe till the port of Gibraltar” and heading to “Ports at South East of Asia & the Far East starting from 

Port Klang and its Eastern ports” shall be granted a rebate of 48% from Suez Canal regular tolls. The aforementioned 

VLCCs are allowed to conduct the commercial operations like – Stopping at any intermediate port (s) to discharge a part 

of its cargo before transiting the Suez Canal in laden condition or Stopping at any intermediate port(s) after transiting the 

Suez Canal in laden condition to continue loading.  

• World’s first LPG-Fueled Very Large Gas Carrier completed sea trials. 

 

The world’s first liquefied petroleum gas-powered Very Large Gas Carrier (VLGC) has 

successfully completed its sea trials. The ‘BW GEMINI’, built in 2015, is owned and 

operated by BW LPG, a company registered at Oslo stock exchange. The vessel was 

retrofitted this year with Wärtsilä’s LPG Fuel Supply technology. This is the first of 12 

BW LPG ships to be retrofitted for operating on LPG fuel with the Wärtsilä system. The 

use of LPG as fuel reduces emissions of sulphur oxides (SOx) by about 97% and is 

viewed as being an essential step towards the decarbonisation of shipping.  
 

• Port for shipping livestock from Sudan to China will be completed this year end. 

 

A Chinese-built port for shipping livestock from Sudan’s Red Sea coast will be completed by this 

year-end. Constructed by China Harbour Engineering Co and located in Haidob, about 37 nm  

South of Port Sudan, the facility is being primed to help transport cattle, camels and sheep for 

mainly Asian markets. 

 

• IMO charting Passage Plan for reducing shipping’s ‘Carbon Intensity’. 

 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) takes steps to actualise 

objectives specified in its 2018 statement of strategy to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from ships, which laid down the marker for the maritime industry to 

reduce shipping’s “carbon intensity” in 2030 by 40%, compared to a 2008 

baseline.  A virtual meeting of the Inter-sessional Working Group on Reduction 

of GHG Emissions from Ships (ISWG-GHG 7), came up with recommendations 

which will next go before the meeting of the IMO’s all-important Marine 

Environmental Protection Committee (MEPC).  
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• Japan to extend anti-piracy mission off Somalia for Another Year. 

 

Japanese Defense Minister announced that the Japanese government extended its participation in a multinational counter-

piracy mission in the Gulf of Yemen and off the coast of Somalia by another year.  According to Japanese Defense 

Minister, the JMSDF conducted 728 counter-piracy operations and escorted more than 3,800 commercial ships since 

2009. In addition, JMSDF aircraft flew more than 1,568 maritime surveillance and reconnaissance missions. 

 

• Supporting safe resumption of cruise ship operations-IMO. 

 

IMO and UNWTO encourage the cruise industry and governments to 

continue their efforts to enable cruise ship operations to resume safely. In a 

joint statement issued in Nov 20, the International Maritime Organisation 

(IMO) and the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) highlighted the 

importance of the cruise sector for the world. The joint statement 

invites governments to use the guidance on the gradual and safe resumption 

of operations of cruise ships in the European Union in relation to the COVID-

19 pandemic (shared by IMO in Circular Letter No 4204/Add.26) to facilitate the recovery of the sector under safe 

conditions, as well as three framework documents (operator framework, passenger framework and seafarer framework). 

 

• World's Largest LNG-fueled Containership Bunkers in Rotterdam. 

 

The world’s largest containership CMA CGM JACQUES SAADÉ powered by 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) conducted its first gas bunkering operation in 

Rotterdam on 12 Nov 20. JACQUES SAADÉ, which has an 18,600 cubic meter 

tank, was refueled with LNG while port handling operations were underway, 

marking the largest LNG bunkering operation ever undertaken for a containership. 

After completing its bunkering, the vessel continued its maiden voyage. 

 

• Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Nov 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on    

IFC-IOR website for reference.  

https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVIDCL4204adds/CircularLetterNo.4204-Add.26-Coronavirus(Covid-19)-GuidanceOnCruiseEU.pdf
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IMO 

 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

GARD 

 

Windward 

 

Safety4sea 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/  

Sources/ News Links 
 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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✓ Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety in the 

IOR.  

 

✓ Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant to 

maritime safety and security. 

 

✓ Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond. 

 

✓ Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common concern with 

participants.  

 

✓ Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, exercises 

(Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc). 

 

✓ Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

✓ Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest (VOIs) and 

share with concerned agencies. 

 

✓ Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

✓ Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

✓ Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

✓ Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international agencies. 

  

Charter of IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

