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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime 

safety and security in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national 

and regional agencies as well as like-minded organisations/ Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual collaboration is further enhanced 

with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations positioned at 

the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better 

understanding of the maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various 

maritime security threats are monitored on a daily basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and 

is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security analysis culminates in the 

form of MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Jun – 30 Jun 21 have been 

categorised under the following heads: - 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)   Illegal Unreported Unregulated Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

 

295 incidents were monitored in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of Jun 21. 

Maritime Incidents comprised over one third 

of the total recorded incidents, followed by 

Irregular Human Migration, Contraband 

Smuggling, IUU Fishing, and Piracy & Armed 

Robbery. 

   

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 

2020, approximately 145,000 vessels were monitored to be operating in the region. In the 

month of Jun 21, an average of 20,000 – 22,000 distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, at 

any given instant. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing 
Irregular Human 

Migration 
Contraband Smuggling 

Maritime 

Incidents 
Maritime Terrorism 

 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents 

  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored 
under various maritime security threat categories for the month of Jun 21. 

 
• Piracy & Armed Robbery – In Jun 21, the Centre recorded the same number of 
incidents as May 21 (12), a 37% decrease vis-à-vis Jun 20. Majority of the incidents 
were reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS) followed by four in 
South China Sea, two in Gulf of Guinea and one incident in the Java Sea. The Centre 
recorded five incidents in SOMS, all of which occurred in the Eastbound Lane of 
Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. Two incidents were recorded in 
Gulf of Guinea, a 60% decrease vis-à-vis May 21 and a 75% decrease vis-à-vis Jun 20. 
This decrease may in part be attributed to enforcement efforts in the region and 
enhanced presence of warships. Two incidents of sea robbery and one each of sea 
theft, attempted sea theft and attempted sea robbery was reported in SOMS, 
targeting bulk carriers at night, with knives being carried by perpetrators in two 
incidents. Four incidents of sea theft were reported at Manila anchorage. Anchored 
container vessels were targeted in all the incidents, which involved theft of ship’s 
stores such as paint, breathing apparatus, etc. No incidents were reported in the Gulf 
of Aden. Vessels are advised to continue following industry guidance laid down in 
BMP5 and BMP WA. The Centre continues to advise seafarers to avoid confronting 
the perpetrators. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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• Contraband Smuggling – The Centre observed a 31% increase in the number of 
incidents recorded from May 21. Majority of the incidents were related to drug 
smuggling followed by tobacco smuggling and domestic product smuggling. A 26% 
increase was observed in the number of recorded drug seizures from May 21. The 
drugs seized include Ketum (1,560kg), Heroin (847kg), Methamphetamine (40kg), 
combined seizure of heroin and methamphetamine (1,200kg), Cannabis (1,176kg). The 
major seizures of narcotic pills include 4.5 million captagon pills and 14 million 
amphetamine pills off Saudi Arabia.  The Centre continued to monitor large seizures 
of turmeric (banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka. Two incidents of ammonium 
nitrate seizure were recorded in the Philippines. 
 
• IUU Fishing – A 39% decrease was observed in the number of IUU incidents 
recorded in May 21. The Centre observed about 26% decrease in the number of 
poaching incidents as compared to May 21. This may be attributed to the enhanced 
enforcement operations by coastal states. Bangladesh has imposed an annual 65-
day fishing ban off the country’s coast from 20 May – 23 Jul 21. A 61-day annual 
fishing ban was imposed on the east coast of India from 15 Apr – 14 Jun 21 and from 
01 Jun – 31 Jul 21 on the west coast of India. 
 

• IHM Incidents – The Centre monitored a 21% increase in the incidents recorded, 
as compared to May 21, which may be attributable to enhanced reporting and 
favourable weather conditions in the Mediterranean. The fallout of COVID-19 is likely 
to exacerbate illegal crossings/ migration. About 78% of the recorded incidents 
occurred in the Mediterranean region. 43 incidents were reported off Turkey, eleven 
off Mayotte, nine off Libya, five off Tunisia, three off Oman, two each off Indonesia 
and Malaysia and one each in Djibouti, Italy, Philippines, Thailand and Yemen.  
 
• Maritime Incidents –The Centre monitored an 22% increase in reported incidents 
in Jun 21, as compared to May 21. In this month, about 133% increase in collision, 21% 
decrease in SAR incidents were reported as compared to the previous month. 
About 82% of the total incidents involving detention of vessels was recorded in 
Malaysia, with most incidents being related to unauthorised anchoring. No 
significant oil-spills were reported in any of the collision incidents recorded.  
 
• Environmental Security – 10,000 litres of oil was reported to have leaked from a 
cracked fuel tank of a container vessel in the Bay of Bengal. The sinking of MV X-
PRESS PEARL off Colombo, Sri Lanka, post incident of fire, is reported to have 
caused plastic pellets and hazardous chemicals to threaten the waters and land in 
the vicinity.  
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•   Piracy And Armed Robbery 

12 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the 
month of Jun 21. Majority of the incidents were reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore followed 
by South China Sea and Gulf of Guinea. This was a 37% decrease in reported incidents as compared to 
Jun 20 (19 incidents) and identical to May 21 (12 incidents). An increase was observed in the incidents in 
SOMS, whilst a decrease was observed in the incidents in Gulf of Guinea.  
 
Incidents in SOMS – Five incidents were reported in the SOMS, all in the Eastbound Lane of Traffic 
Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. These included two incidents of sea theft, one each incident 
of sea robbery, attempted sea robbery and attempted sea theft. Carriage of weapons (knives) were 
reported in two of the incidents. Bulk carriers were targeted during the night in all five incidents. 
Incidents in South China Sea – Four incidents of sea theft were reported at Manila anchorage. Anchored 
container vessels were targeted in all the incidents, which involved theft of ship’s stores such as paint, 
breathing apparatus, etc. 
Incidents in GoG – Two incidents (both suspicious approach) were recorded in GoG in Jun 21. This is the 
lowest number of reported incidents in a single month in 2021. This is a 60% decrease from May 21 (05 
incidents) and a 75% decrease from Jun 20 (08 incidents). This decrease may in part be attributed to 
enforcement efforts by littoral nations and enhanced presence of foreign warships. 
Incidents in Java Sea – An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a container vessel 
anchored in Jakarta anchorage, Indonesia. 
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Jun 21: - 
 

• Attempted Sea Robbery/ Singapore Strait/ 02 Jun 21.                                                                (SOMS) 
                            

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier NEW LEONIDAS in 
Singapore Strait on 02 Jun 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators armed with knives boarded the vessel while 
underway in the Eastbound Lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The Chief 
Engineer sighted the perpetrators near the steering gear room. The vessel returned to Singapore for 
assistance. Singapore Police Coast Guard boarded the vessel and confirmed no perpetrators onboard. No 
items were reported stolen. The vessel continued her voyage to the next port of call. 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Tema, Ghana/ 04 Jun 21.                                                         (GoG)   
                                              

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a vessel (NAME WITHHELD) about 44 nm East of 
Tema, Ghana on 04 Jun 21. Reportedly, 10 perpetrators onboard a small wooden craft approached the vessel 
from its port side making a request to the vessel to reduce its speed. The Master was reportedly unable to 
confirm the distress and as a precaution increased the vessel’s speed. Subsequently, the perpetrators were 
not sighted in the vicinity. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 
 

• Sea Theft/ Singapore Strait/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                                    (SOMS)   
 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged bulk carrier CAPE LILY in Singapore Strait 
on 05 Jun 21. Reportedly, three perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound Lane of the 
Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Strait. The duty oiler spotted three perpetrators in the engine room 
and they were heading out to the poop deck. The 2nd Officer activated the ship’s alarms, turned on all the deck 
lights and conducted a thorough search of the ship. The three perpetrators were last spotted on the poop deck 
via CCTV, but they were nowhere to be found during the search by the ship’s crew. Engine spares were stolen. 
There was no damage to the ship and the crew was not injured. The incident was reported to the local port 
authorities.  
 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 06 Jun 21.                                                                  (GoG)   
                                 
An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Marshall Islands bulk carrier CP TIANJIN about 
210 nm South of Cotonou, Benin on 06 Jun 21. Reportedly, six armed perpetrators approached the vessel 
onboard a skiff and made three attempts to board the bulk carrier. The vessel carried out evasive manoeuvres. 
Subsequently, the skiff aborted the approach and fled away. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 
 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.                                                                                (SCS) 
 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged container ship TR ARAMIS off 
Manila, Philippines on 09 Jun 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel whilst at 
anchorage. The duty crew reported that the perpetrators escaped the vessel with some ship’s stores. The 
incident was reported to the local port authorities. Crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 
 

  

Summary Of Piracy and Armed Robbery Incidents 

Enhancing maritime security in Western Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden 
•  

➢ A new website for the Djbouti Code of Conduct has been launched to coordinate regional and 
international efforts to combat piracy and armed robbery in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of 
Aden. Its expansion into the Jeddah Amendment in 2017 introduced a comprehensive approach to 
improve regional maritime security, law enforcement and governance capabilities as well as facilitating 
maritime sector development. 
 
➢ The website can be accessed at: www.dcoc.org 
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• Sea Theft/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 16 Jun 21.                                                                                 (SCS)                                                                      
 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged container ship MV SIMA SAHBA off Manila, 
Philippines on 16 Jun 21. Reportedly, four or five perpetrators boarded the anchored vessel from an 
unidentified motorised boat. The crew raised an alarm and a search was conducted onboard. The perpetrators 
escaped with some cans of paint (quantity not confirmed) and some other stores. The incident was reported to 
the local port authorities. 
 

• Sea Theft/ Manila Anchorage, Philippines/ 22 Jun 21.                                                                  (SCS)                                                                      
 
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged container ship MOUNT BUTLER at Manila 
Anchorage, Philippines on 22 Jun 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel 
whilst at anchorage. They reportedly stole paint and stores such as immersion suits, self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) sets and bottles, fire nozzles and C spanner before they escaped. The alarm was raised 
and a search onboard the ship was conducted. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Jakarta Anchorage, Indonesia/ 25 Jun 21.                                          (Java Sea) 
 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Container vessel BALTIC NORTH at Jakarta 
Anchorage, Indonesia on 25 Jun 21. Reportedly, two perpetrators boarded the ship during anchoring 
operation. The Duty crew noticed the perpetrators and raised the alarm. The ship's alarm was raised and the 
perpetrators escaped in a waiting small boat, with another four persons onboard. Subsequently, a search was 
conducted and no perpetrators were found onboard. Nothing was reported stolen and all crew members were 
reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 
 

• Sea Theft/ Singapore Strait/ 26 Jun 21.                                                                                         (SOMS) 
 
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Panama flagged bulk carrier SAKIZAYA CHAMPION in 
Singapore Strait on 26 Jun 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the 
Eastbound Lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The alarm was raised and crew 
mustered. A search was conducted onboard and it was reported that perpetrators escaped with some engine 
spares. The crew was reported to be safe. 
    

  

Incidents in Manila Anchorage  
 

 
 
➢ A total of 4 incidents were reported in the Manila Anchorage in Jun 21, which brought the half yearly 
total to 5. For comparison, the first half of 2020 saw 6 incidents, with a total of 10 incidents being recorded 
in 2020. 
 
➢ A spike was also observed in Jun 20, a period which saw the presence of elevated numbers of 
vessels at anchor, predominantly for crew change during COVID-19 pandemic. 
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• Sea Robbery/ Singapore Strait/ 26 Jun 21.                                                                                   (SOMS) 
 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Panama flagged bulk carrier BUSAN STAR in Singapore 
Strait on 26 Jun 21. Reportedly, one perpetrator armed with a knife boarded the vessel while underway in the 
Eastbound Lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The perpetrator was sighted in the 
steering gear flat and escaped upon being sighted. There was no confrontation with the crew. A search was 
conducted and it was reported that the perpetrator escaped with some engine spares. The incident was 
reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Manila Anchorage, Philippines/ 28 Jun 21.                                                                   (SCS)    
 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged container vessel NORDTIGER at Manila 
Anchorage, Philippines on 28 Jun 21. Reportedly, the duty officer noticed two perpetrators in the Bosun's store 
and raised the alarm. The perpetrators jumped overboard immediately and escaped in a motorized boat. One 
set of breathing apparatus was reportedly stolen. All crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was 
reported to the local authorities. 
 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Singapore Strait/ 30 Jun 21.                                                                      (SOMS)    
                                     

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier J MARE in Singapore 
Straits on 30 Jun 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the eastbound lane of 
TSS, Singapore Straits. The crew noticed the perpetrators in engine room, an alarm was raised and crew 
mustered. A search was conducted and no perpetrators were found onboard. Nothing was found stolen and all 
crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 
 

       

Incidents in Straits of Malacca and Singapore  
 

 
 
➢ Straits of Malacca and Singapore was the Piracy and Armed Robbery hotspot of Asia in 2020 with 
34 incidents recorded.  
 
➢ 21 incidents were recorded in the first half of 2021, as compared to 16 in 2020. 5 incidents were 
recorded in June 2021 vis-à-vis a single incident in June 2020. 
 
➢ Perpetrators are likely to carry knives and target vessels for stealing ships shotes such as engine 
spares, breathing apparatus, etc. 
 
➢ Small boats known as sampans are frequently used to target underway vessels. 
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Attacks in the East Bound Lane of Singapore Strait TSS 
 

➢ In the past it has been observed that the perpetrators may in some cases target multiple vessels 
during the night, till they succeed. The attacks in May 21 on MV ALEA and MV RB EDEN which occurred 
in an interval of just over two hours, in positions that were less than 1 nm apart, were likely to have been 
perpetrated by the same group. 
 
➢ On 26 Jun 21, MV SAKIZAYA CHAMPION and MV BUSAN STAR were targeted in an interval of 
5-10 minutes, about 5 nm apart. This highlights the probability of the presence of two different groups, 
which carried out near simultaneous attacks. 
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Contraband Smuggling 

70 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of May 21, a 31% increase 
from May 21 (54 incidents). Majority of the incidents were related to drug smuggling, followed by tobacco 
smuggling and domestic product smuggling.  
Drug Seizures – 32 drug seizures were recorded in Jun 21, a 26% increase from May 21. The drugs 
seized include Ketum (1,560kg), Heroin (847kg), Methamphetamine (40kg), combined seizure of heroin 
and methamphetamine (1,200kg), Cannabis (1,176kg). The major seizures of narcotic pills include 4.5 
million captagon pills and 14 million amphetamine pills off Saudi Arabia.   
Domestic Product Smuggling – 11 incidents of domestic product smuggling were recorded in Jun 21, six 
off Sri Lanka, all involving seizure of turmeric and one seizure of onion seeds, three off Philippines and 
one off India. The Centre monitored a seizure of about 1978kg of turmeric and about 571kg of onion 
seeds.  
Natural Resource Smuggling – Four incidents involving seizure of wood off Philippines and Madagascar, 
and kendu leaves off Sri Lanka were recorded in Jun 21.    
Tobacco Smuggling – 11 incidents of cigarette smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Jun 21.  
Fuel Smuggling – Four incidents of fuel smuggling involving seizure of about 103,066 litres were recorded 
in Jun 21. Three incidents were reported off Vietnam and one was reported off Yemen.  
Alcohol Smuggling – Three incidents of alcohol smuggling were recorded in Jun 21. Two off Indonesia 
involved locally made alcohol and one off Malaysia involved smuggled beer. 
Weapon Smuggling – Both incidents recorded seizure of ammonium nitrate in the Philippines, probably to 
be used for manufacturing IEDs. 



 11     

  

 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 01 Jun 21.                                                               (Cannabis)  
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects and 
seized about 30 kg cannabis from a dinghy off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 
contraband was stuffed inside 14 packages contained in two sacks and was attempted 
to be smuggled into the country. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be 
about USD 40,500. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Ras Tanura Coast, Saudi Arabia/ 01 Jun 21.                                    (Hashish & Khat)  
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Saudi authorities apprehended 12 suspects and seized 309 kg of 
hashish and 24 tons of khat at Ras Tanura Coast, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was being 
smuggled in from a foreign country. The suspects and the seizure were taken into custody for further 
investigation. 

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Klang Port, Malaysia/ 01 Jun 21.                                                                    (Beer)  
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 10,362 ltr of smuggled beer from a 
container at northport in Port Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was seized during inspection of a 40 
ft container at the port. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 17,000. The seizure was 
taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Chabahar, Iran/ 02 Jun 21.                                                                         (Opium)  
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that the Iran authorities seized 1220 kg opium off Chabahar, Iran. Reportedly, 
the contraband was attempted to be smuggled into the country via sea route. Upon noticing the approaching 
authorities the suspects fled away. However, the authorities were successful in recovering the contraband.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Madagal, Sri Lanka/ 02 Jun 21.                                                             (Cannabis)  
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended a suspect and 
seized about 102 kg cannabis from a dinghy in Masankuda beach area in Madagal, Sri 
Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside four gunny sacks and was 
attempted to be smuggled into the country via sea-route. The estimated worth of seizure 
was reported to be about USD 152,000. The suspect and the seizure were handed over 
to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 02 Jun 21.        (Dried Turmeric & Onion Seeds)  
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended six suspects and 
seized 363 kg dried turmeric (packed inside 14 sacks) and 571 kg big onion seeds 
(packed inside 22 sacks) off Chilaw, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the domestic products were 
smuggled into the country via the sea route and were being unloaded from two 
dinghies. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local authorities for 
further investigation. 
 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Manila Port, Philippines/ 02 Jun 21.                                        (Car) 
                                                    
On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized three smuggled cars 
at Manila International Container Port, Philippines. Reportedly, the cars were covered 
with 33 bales of used clothing. The shipment originated from a foreign country and was 
mis-declared to be spare parts. The seizure was estimated to be about USD 418,295 
and was taken into custody for further investigation.  
 

  

Summary Of Contraband Smuggling Incidents 
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• Weapon Smuggling/ Off Masbate, Philippines/ 03 Jun 21.                                      (Ammonium Nitrate) 
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 101 sacks of ammonium nitrate from a 
motorised boat docked off Masbate, Philippines. Reportedly, the contraband was seized while being loaded on 
the boat by two suspects. Upon noticing the approaching authorities, the suspects fled away. However, the 
authorities were successful in recovering the contraband. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be 
about USD 12,710. The seizure and the seized boat were taken into custody for further investigation. It was 
reported that the suspects could be engaged in selling the chemical material to produce improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) for illegal fishing practices. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Hazira Port, India/ 04 Jun 21.                                         (Dry Dates) 
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities seized 140,000 kg of dry dates from four 
consignments at Hazira Port, India. Reportedly, the contraband which originated from a foreign country was 
routed by sea via a third country to evade custom duties. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be 
about USD 43,800. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea/ 04 Jun 21.                                                                       (Hashish) 
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Canadian Warship HMCS CALGARY seized 4155 kg 
hashish in North Arabian Sea. Reportedly, the team from the ship boarded a suspicious dhow 
and recovered the contraband during the search conducted onboard.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Sanglang, Malaysia/ 05 Jun 21.                                          (Ketum Leaves) 
                                                    
On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 450 kg ketum leaves from the coastal area 
in Kuala Sanglang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 45 black plastic packages and 
was suspected to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated worth of seizure was reported 
to be about USD 19,620. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Yemen/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                                        (Diesel) 
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Saudi authorities seized 23,066 tons of diesel from a fuel tanker off 
Yemen. The vessel was reportedly transporting the diesel without a valid permit. The seizure was taken into 
custody for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman Coast/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                             (Heroin) 
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the French Warship FS LANGUEDOC seized 409 kg of Heroin from a dhow 
in Gulf of Oman. Reportedly, during a maritime surveillance flight in the early morning of 06 Jun 21, the 
frigate's helicopter spotted a suspect dhow which was then boarded and searched.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Thai Binh, Vietnam/ 06 Jun 21.                                                                    (Diesel)  
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Vietnam Coast Guard seized 25,000 ltr of diesel from an oil tanker HP-
3839 off Thai Binh, Vietnam. The vessel was reportedly transporting the diesel illegally without valid 
documents. The seizure and the seized vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea/ 07 Jun 21.                                                                         (Heroin)  
 
On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Canadian Warship HMCS CALGARY seized 215 kg heroin during two 
separate operations in North Arabian Sea. Reportedly, the team from the ship boarded a suspicious dhow and 
recovered the contraband from the vessel. 

 

➢ Comments. Ammonium nitrate is used commonly in fertilizers, in pyrotechnics, herbicides, insecticides, 
and in the manufacture of nitrous oxide. Its other major use is as a component of explosive mixtures used in 
mining, quarrying, and civil construction.  
➢ Illegal usage of ammonium nitrate includes manufacture of IEDs and bombs for blast fishing. 
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 07 Jun 21.                                                                (Cigarette)  
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Omani authorities seized 31,000 of cigarettes off Dhofar, Oman. The 
seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Ruwais Port, Qatar/ 07 Jun 21.                                                                    (Cannabis)  
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Qatar authorities seized 4.2 kg of cannabis at Ruwais Port, Qatar. 
Reportedly, the trained dogs sniffed the contraband hidden inside the engine bay of a refrigerated truck, 
carrying a shipment of vegetables. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Nagarkovil, Sri Lanka/ 07 Jun 21.                                                         (Cannabis)  
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized 96 kg cannabis from the beach area of 
Nagarkovil, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside three gunny sacks and was suspected to 
be smuggled via sea-route. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 141,810. As per 
reports, the consignment was to be destroyed under the supervision of the authorities. 

 

• Natural Resources Smuggling / Lipata Port, Philippines/ 07 Jun 21.                     (Hardwood Lumber) 
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended two suspects 
and seized hardwood lumber from three trucks at Lipata Port, Philippines. Reportedly, 
the contraband was hidden in sacks of unhusked rice and intended to board a Ro-Ro 
passenger vessel MV MARIA FELISA bound for San Ricardo, Southern Leyte. The 
estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 125,800. The suspects 
and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Jayapura port, Indonesia/ 07 Jun 21.                                                   (Liquor)  
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 173 ltr of locally 
manufactured liquor from a passenger ship KM DOBONSOLO at Jayapura port, 
Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities seized the contraband while it was being unloaded 
at the port and was being smuggled from another part of Indonesia. The seizure was 
taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Natural Resources & Domestic Product Smuggling / Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 08 Jun 21.     (Kendu 
Leaves & Turmeric)  
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended a suspect and 
seized 514 kg kendu leaves and 70 kg turmeric from the beach area of Mannar, Sri 
Lanka. Reportedly, the commodities were stuffed inside 19 polythene sacks respectively 
and were smuggled into the country via sea-route. The seizure was handed over to the 
local authorities for further investigation. 

  

• Fuel Smuggling / Off Quang Ninh, Vietnam/ 08 Jun 21.                                               (Diesel)  
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Vietnamese Coast Guard seized 15,000 ltr of diesel from a tanker off 
Quang Ninh, Vietnam. The vessel was reportedly transporting the diesel without valid documents. The seizure 
and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Alcohol Smuggling / Bolok Port, Indonesia/ 09 Jun 21.                                         (Liquor)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 3000 ltr of 
traditional liquor from a passenger ship KMP CAKALANG II at port of Bolok in Kupang, 
Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was packed in 95 jerry cans (each measuring 35 

Comments. Kendu leaf is a species of flowering tree in the family Ebenaceae native to India and Sri Lanka; it 
has a hard, dry bark. The leaves are used for wrapping Bidis, a popular smoke especially among poorer 
sections. 
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ltr) was carried onboard a truck being ferried by the vessel. The seizure handed over to the local authorities for 
further investigation. 

 

• Wildlife Smuggling / Off Leyte, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.                         (Green Mussels)  
  

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 1200 kg banned 
green mussels from a fishing vessel off Leyte, Philippines. Reportedly, the owner of the 
vessel failed to produce local transport permit from the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) and the origin of the mussel being transported. The 
suspect and the seizure were taken into the custody for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling / Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.                                               (Cigarette)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended four 
suspects and seized 181 master cases of smuggled cigarettes from a motorboat off 
Zamboanga, Philippines. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 
132,700. The suspects and the seizure along with the seized vessel handed over to the 
local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling / Off Krabi, Thailand/ 09 Jun 21.                                                          (Heroin)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai authorities seized 3.6 kg of heroin from beach area off Krabi, 
Thailand. Reportedly, the drug packages were found floating. The seizure was taken into custody for further 
investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sungai Baru, Malaysia/ 09 Jun 21.                                                (Ketum Leaves) 
                                                    
On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities seized 700 kg ketum leaves from coastal area of 
Sungai Baru in Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 70 black plastic sacks and 
suspected to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to 
be about USD 30,600. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Kuar, Malaysia/ 09 Jun 21.                             (Ketum Leaves)  
                                                    
On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities seized 110 kg ketum leaves about 1.3 nm of Kuala 
Kuar, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside eight sacks and were floating at sea possibly for 
an onward pick-up by the smugglers. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 4800. The 
seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Merak Port, Indonesia/ 09 Jun 21.                                                  (Lobster Seeds)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two 
suspects and seized about 77,970 lobster seeds at Merak Port in Banten, Indonesia. 
Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 14 boxes and suspected to be smuggled 
to a foreign country via sea route. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to 
the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Manila Port, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.                                               (Car)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized three luxury 
vehicles from a container at Manila Port, Philippines. Reportedly, the cars (one new 
and two used) were hidden behind used tires in a container. The shipment reportedly 
arrived from a foreign country via sea-route with an estimated worth of about USD 
334,350. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation. 

 
  

Comments. Cigarette packaging: A cigarette pack frequently contains 20 cigarettes, cartons have 10 packs 
or 200 cigarettes, and master cases 50 cartons or 10,000 cigarettes. A shipping container generally has 
475,000 packs or almost 10 million cigarettes. 
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Endau, Malaysia/ 11 Jun 21.                                                            (Cigarette)  
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three 
suspects and seized 930 master cases of smuggled cigarettes. The contraband was 
reportedly being unloaded from a modified tourist boat into lorries at a jetty in Endau, 
Malaysia. The authorities also recovered two five-tonne lorries, a tourist boat, two radar 
units and a GPS during the operation. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to 
be about USD 2.2 million. The suspects and the seizure were taken into custody for 
further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Phu Quoc Island, Vietnam/ 11 Jun 21.                                                        (Diesel)  
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Vietnam Coast Guard seized 40,000 ltr of diesel from a fishing vessel                            
CM-99284-TS about 23 nm South of Phu Quoc island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the Master of the vessel did not 
possess valid documents proving the origin of the oil. The seizure and the vessel were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Weligama, Sri Lanka/ 12 Jun 21.                                                                      (Heroin)  
 

On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended nine suspects and seized about 219 kg 
heroin hidden inside sacks and gas cylinders from a dinghy in Weligama, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 
contraband arrived at Weligama onboard a multi-day fishing trawler and was attempted to be smuggled inside 
the country by a dinghy. It is suspected that the consignment of narcotics was transhipped to the trawler from 
foreign smugglers in international waters. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 8.84 
million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Hormuz Island, Iran/ 13 Jun 21.                                                                 (Opium)  
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Iran authorities seized 450 kg opium from two 
speedboats off Hormuz Island, Iran. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to smuggle the 
contraband into the country via sea route. The seizure was taken into custody for 
further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 13 Jun 21.                                                                       (Drug)  
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended three suspects 
and seized large quantities of drugs (type not mentioned) from a boat off Al Batinah, 
Oman. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to smuggle the contraband into the country 
via sea route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local authorities for 
further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Manila Port, Philippines/ 13 Jun 21.                                                       (Cigarette)  
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 1090 master cases of smuggled cigarettes 
at Manila Port, Philippines. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 794,000. The 
contraband was handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka/ 14 Jun 21.                                                       (Cannabis)                                                        
                                            

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three suspects and seized about 238 kg 
cannabis from a dinghy off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was packed inside eight sacks. 
However, two sacks were found onboard the dinghy and six were thrown overboard by the suspects. The 
estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 358,500. The suspects and the seizure were taken 
into custody for further investigation. 
 

• Weapon Smuggling/ Masbate Port, Philippines/ 14 Jun 21.                                    (Ammonium Nitrate)  
                                                                           
On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended two suspects while loading five 
sacks of ammonium nitrate into a motorboat docked at the port in Masbate, Philippines. Reportedly, the 
contraband was being transported to a nearby town to produce improvised explosive devices and for illegal 
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fishing practices. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 14 Jun 21.                                                                       (Syabu)  
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 4.3 kg syabu from two 
boats off Tawau, Malaysia. Upon noticing the approaching authorities, the suspects 
jumped in the waters and escaped. However, the authorities were successful in 
recovering the contraband which was stuffed inside five packets. The estimated worth of 
seizure was reported to be about USD 48,380. The seizure and the seized boat were 
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Sungai Tawau, Malaysia/ 15 Jun 21.                                     (Mangrove Crabs)  
 

On 15 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a suspect and 
seized 4000 kg live mangrove crabs (packed inside polystyrene boxes) from a small boat 
off Sungai Tawau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the consignment was attempted to be smuggled 
in from a neighbouring country. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be 
about USD 19,350. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 
for further investigation. 

 

• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Silawathurai, Sri Lanka/ 16 Jun 21.                          (Kendu Leaves)  
                                                    
On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized about 294 kg kendu leaves from Arippu beach 
area in Silawathurai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside three sacks and was attempted 
to be smuggled inside the country via sea route. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for 
further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Konthampiddi beach, Sri Lanka/ 16 Jun 21.                         (Turmeric)                                
 

On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects and 
seized about 371 kg turmeric from Konthampiddi beach in Mannar, Sri Lanka. 
Reportedly, the turmeric was stuffed inside 13 sacks and was smuggled inside the 
country via sea route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local 
authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Karampan, Sri Lanka/ 17 Jun 21.                                                          (Cannabis)   
                           

 On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects and 
seized about 131 kg cannabis from a dinghy from the beach area of Karampan, Kayts, 
Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband packed inside four packages was smuggled 
inside the country via sea route. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be 
about USD 197,000. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Satun, Thailand/ 18 Jun 21.                                                           (Heroin & Meth) 
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai authorities seized 1200 kg heroin and methamphetamine across 
the mangrove forest in Satun Province, Thailand. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside 39 fruit 
containers and dropped off for onward delivery to a foreign country. The estimated worth of seizure was 
reported to be about USD 31.5 million. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Al-Wajaja, Oman/ 18 Jun 21.                                                                (Lobster) 
                                                    
On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized 593 kg of lobster off           
Al-Wajaja, Oman. It was reported that fishing and possession of lobsters was prohibited 
in Oman from June to the end of February. The seizure was taken into custody for 
further investigation.  
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Karukupane, Sri Lanka/ 18 Jun 21.                                                       (Cannabis)                                               
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended a suspect and seized 238 kg of cannabis 
from a dinghy off Karukupane, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, 98 packages of contraband were packed inside five 
gunny sacks, which were ditched overboard. The suspect and the seizure were taken into custody for further 
investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Karukupane, Sri Lanka/ 19 Jun 21.                                                       (Cannabis)                                               
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized 47 kg of cannabis off 
Karukupane, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was packed inside gunny sacks. 
The consignment was handed over to the local authorities for onward investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Madagal, Sri Lanka/ 19 Jun 21.                                                             (Cannabis)                                               
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized 93 kg of cannabis off Madagal, Sri Lanka. 
Reportedly, the contraband was packed inside three gunny sacks and was adrift at sea. The stock of cannabis 
was reportedly set on fire and destroyed.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait/ 19 Jun 21.                                                             (Meth)                                                                  
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Kuwait authorities seized 17 kg 
methamphetamine from a container at Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait. Reportedly, the 
contraband was hidden inside rice sacks. The seizure was taken into custody for 
further investigation. 

 

• Drug and Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 20 Jun 21.       (Cannabis & Turmeric)                                                                  
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects and 
seized 174 kg of cannabis and 05 kg turmeric from a dinghy off Jaffna, Sri Lanka. 
Reportedly, the cannabis was packed inside five packages. The estimated worth of 
cannabis was reported to be about USD 261,000. The suspects and the seizure were 
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 20 Jun 21.                                                                (Cannabis)                                                                  
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized 23 kg of cannabis off 
Chilaw, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband, packed inside 10 packages, was found 
adrift at sea. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait/ 20 Jun 21.                                                                    (Meth) 
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Kuwait authorities seized six kg of methamphetamine at Shuwaikh Port, 
Kuwait. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside bags of potatoes and rice. The seizure was taken into 
custody for further investigation. 

                             

• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Madagascar/ 20 Jun 21.                                                  (Rosewood) 
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Madagascar authorities apprehended five suspects and seized 159 
precious woods and rosewood from several boats off Madagascar. The seizures were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 

                                                                                                                                                                  

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 23 Jun 21.                                                          (Cigarette) 
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five suspects and seized 18.5 million 
smuggled cigarettes in Penang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was smuggled from a foreign country via 
sea route and was concealed in a warehouse after mid-sea transfers. The estimated worth of seizure was 
reported to be about USD 3.12 million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 
for further investigation.  
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Khalifa Bin Salman Port, Bahrain/ 23 Jun 21.                                (Tobacco) 
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that the Bahrain authorities seized 720 kg of tobacco product off Khalifa Bin 
Salman Port, Bahrain. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside 576 packages and the estimated worth of 
seizure was reported to be about USD 38,200. The seizure was handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation. 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Subic Port, Philippines/ 24 Jun 21.                                                       (Cigarette) 
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 2050 cases of cigarettes from two 
shipments at port of Subic, Philippines. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 1.88 
Million. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait/ 24 Jun 21.                                               (Methamphetamine) 
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Kuwait authorities seized 17 kg of methamphetamine from a container 
at the port of Shuwaikh, Kuwait. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden in rice sacks. The seizure was taken 
into custody for further investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Jeddah Islamic Port, Saudi Arabia/ 26 Jun 21.                           (Amphetamine pills) 
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that the Saudi authorities apprehended one suspect and seized 14 million of 
amphetamine pills in Jeddah Islamic Port Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden in a 
shipment of iron sheets. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation. 
 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Krabi, Thailand/ 27 Jun 21.                                                             (Cigarette)   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai Navy apprehended three suspects and 
seized 1900 boxes of cigarettes from a boat off Krabi, Thailand. Reportedly, the 
suspects were attempting to smuggle the contraband to a foreign country via sea 
route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 935,745. The 
suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Mirbat Port, Oman/ 27 Jun 21.                                                                             (Khat) 
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Omani authorities seized khat (quantity not mentioned) from a container 
at the port of Mirbat, Oman. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation. 
 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 28 Jun 21.                                              (Cigarette)   
                                

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended seven suspects and seized 70 cases 
of cigarettes from a boat YASMEEN off Zamboanga, Philippines. Reportedly, the estimated worth of seizure 
was reported to be about USD 64,848. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 
further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 28 Jun 21.                                              (Cigarette)   
                                

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 90 cases of cigarettes from a motorized 
wooden vessel off Zamboanga, Philippines. Reportedly, the estimated worth of seizure was reported to be 
about USD 11,5250. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 28 Jun 21.                                                  (Clam Shells)  
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended a suspect and seized 150 tons of 
fossilized giant clam shells off Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the estimated value of the seizure was 
reported to be worth USD 5.1 million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 
for further investigation. 
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 28 Jun 21.                                     (Red Onion)  
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized red onions off Manila, 
Philippines. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden in shipments of ice-cream. The 
estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 200,391. The seizure was 
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Achchanakulam, Sri Lanka/ 29 Jun 21.                          (Turmeric)  
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended two suspects and seized 601 kg of 
turmeric from a dinghy off Achchanakulam, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was packed in 13 gunny 
sacks. The suspects and the seizure were taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Wildlife & Domestic Product Smuggling / Kayalpattinam, India/ 29 Jun 21.      (Sea Cucumber & 
Cardamom)   
        

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended six suspects and seized sea cucumbers, 
cardamom and other banned items in Kayalpattinam, India. Reportedly, the contraband was suspected to be 
smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 
22,880. The suspects and seizure were taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Hamad Port, Qatar/ 29 Jun 21.                                                               (Tobacco)   
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Qatar authorities seized 2878 kg of banned tobacco from a container at 
the port of Hamad, Qatar. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside the container of mangoes. The 
seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah Port, Saudi Arabia/ 30 Jun 21.                                          (Captagon Pill)  
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Saudi Arabian authorities seized 4.5 million of captagon pills off Jeddah 
Port, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly the contraband was hidden inside the shipment of oranges boxes. The seizure 
was taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Naruvilikkulam, Sri Lanka/ 30 Jun 21.                            (Turmeric)  
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy seized 643 kg of turmeric from 
a beach area off Naruvilikkulam, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was packed in 
14 gunny sacks and was smuggled into the country via sea route. The seizure was 
handed over to authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 30 Jun 21.                                               (Ketum Leaves)  
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 300 kg ketum leaves from a fibre boat off 
Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside black plastic packages and believed to 
be smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth 
USD 16,584. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

UNODC World Drug Report 2021 
Pandemic effects ramp up Drug risks, as youth underestimate Cannabis dangers 

 
 

➢ The World Drug Report 2021 is aimed not only at fostering greater 
international cooperation to counter the impact of the world drug problem on 
health, governance and security, but also, with its special focus on the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
➢ The report can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/press/releases/2021/June/unodc-world-drug-
report-2021_-pandemic-effects-ramp-up-drug-risks--as-youth-underestimate-
cannabis-dangers.html 

 



 20     

  

 Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)Fishing 
 

27 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Jun 21, a decrease of about 39% 
from May 21 (45). The Centre observed about 26% decrease in the number of poaching incidents (17) as 

compared to May 21 (23). This may in part be attributed to the enhanced enforcement operations by 
coastal states.  
 
Local IUU Fishing – The Centre monitored a total of 10 incidents of local IUU. Majority of the incidents 
were reported in Malaysia (07) followed by Philippines (02) and Sri Lanka (01). The arrests and 
subsequent legal actions by the local agencies were aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, 
trawling, blast fishing and fishing outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen were 
apprehended for fishing of banned species and fishing during the period of seasonal ban.   
 
Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in 
Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Djibouti, Seychelles and Thailand.  
 
Bangladesh has imposed an annual 65-day fishing ban off the country’s coast from 20 May – 23 Jul 21. A 
61-day annual fishing ban was imposed on the east coast of India from 15 Apr – 14 Jun 21 and from 01 
Jun – 31 Jul 21 on the west coast of India.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Niah, Malaysia/ 01 Jun 21.                                                                        (Local)  
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three 
fishermen (including one foreign fishermen) from a fishing boat about 20 nm West of 
Kuala Niah, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were suspected to be fishing illegally 
using fish bombs. The authorities also seized 900 kg fish catch and unlicensed fish 
traps from the boat. The suspects and seized boat were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Talang, Malaysia/ 03 Jun 21.                                                                    (Local)  
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended six fishermen 
from three class B local fishing boats about 3.3 nm North West of Pulau Talang, 
Malaysia. Reportedly, the boats were observed to be violating legal conditions of 
license. The authorities also seized 30 kg fish catch from the boats. The suspects and 
the seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Islands, Indonesia/ 04 Jun 21.                                                        (Poaching)  
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized three foreign fishing 
boats off Natuna Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boats were involved in fishing 
inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boats 
were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Islands, Indonesia/ 05 Jun 21.                                                        (Poaching)  
  

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 32 fishermen from seven foreign 
fishing boats off Natuna Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing inside the 
country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boats were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Narathiwat, Thailand/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                  (Poaching)  
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai authorities apprehended nine fishermen and seized two foreign 
fishing boats about 17 nm of Narathiwat, Thailand. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing 
inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boats were handed over to the 
local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pangasinan, Philippines/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                   (Local) 
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended seven 
fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Pangasinan, Philippines. Reportedly, the 
fishermen were suspected to be fishing in the territorial waters using fine mesh nets and 
active gears. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 05 Jun 21.                                                                                           (Local)  
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation conducted from Apr 21 to 05 Jun 
21, apprehended 45 suspects and seized 4040 illegally harvested sea cucumbers off Sri Lanka. The 
authorities also recovered 14 dinghies, a cab and several diving gear. The suspects and the seizures were 
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Vinanivao, Madagascar/ 08 Jun 21.                                                            (Poaching)  
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Madagascar authorities seized a Malaysia flagged vessel OCEAN 
EXPRESS for engaging in illegal fishing off Vinanivao, Madagascar. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing sea 

Summary Of IUU Fishing Incidents 
 



 22     

  

cucumbers illegally. Authorities also seized prohibited fishing gears including two speedboats, three 
compressor engines, 12 diving bottles, some fins and jackets as well as 10 cans full of fresh sea cucumber. 
The seized boats and gears were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Jarak, Malaysia/ 09 Jun 21.                                                                      (Local)  
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended four foreign 
fishermen and seized a class C local fishing boat for engaging in illegal fishing about 7.8 
nm North-West of Pulau Jarak, Perak, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing 
in a zone not authorised by their license. The suspects and the seized boat were handed 
over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Candijay, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.                                                                        (Local)   
                                            
On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that Philippine Coast Guard apprehended five local fishermen for engaging in 
illegal fishing off Candijay, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing using illegal 
fishing gear in the area. The apprehended fishermen were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Sulawesi Sea, Indonesia/ 09 Jun 21.                                                                   (Poaching)   
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four 
foreign fishermen from a foreign fishing vessel in Sulawesi Sea, Indonesia. 
Reportedly, the fishermen were poaching in Indonesian waters. The suspects and 
seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Khor Angar, Djibouti/ 11 Jun 21.                                                                  (Poaching)   
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard apprehended five foreign fishermen from a foreign 
fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Khor Angar, Djibouti. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing 
inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the 
local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 11 Jun 21.                                                                     (Poaching)   
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four foreign fishermen from a 
foreign fishing vessel off Belawan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were poaching in Indonesian waters. 
The suspects and seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Rokan Hilir, Indonesia/ 12 Jun 21.                                                                (Poaching)   
                                            
On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 15 foreign 
fishermen from a foreign fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Rokan Hilir, 
Riau, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing inside the 
country’s waters without a valid permit and using banned purse seine fishing gear. The 
suspects and seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tuba Island, Langkawi, Malaysia/ 14 Jun 21.                                                    (Local)  
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five crew including four foreign 
crewmembers from a class C local fishing boat about 2.1 nm South East of Tuba Island, Langkawi, Malaysia. 
Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing in a prohibited area and violating the legal terms of 
license. The suspects and seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Laamu Atoll, Maldives/ 19 Jun 21.                                                                (Poaching)   
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Maldives Coast Guard apprehended five foreign fishermen onboard a 
foreign fishing vessel about 139 nm off Laamu atoll, Maldives. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing inside the 
country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Narathiwat, Thailand/ 20 Jun 21.                                                                   (Poaching)   
                                            
On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai Navy apprehended four foreign fishermen onboard two foreign 
fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Narathiwat, Thailand. Reportedly, the suspects were observed 
to be fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boats were 
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mahe, Seychelles/ 21 Jun 21.                                                              (Poaching) 
     
On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that the Seychelles Coast Guard apprehended six foreign fishermen onboard a 
foreign fishing vessel about 99 nm South East of Mahe, Seychelles. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing 
inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The fisherman and the seized boat were handed over to the 
local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Malacca Strait/ 22 Jun 21.                                                                                   (Poaching)  
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four fishermen consisting of two 
foreigners and two locals from a foreign fishing vessel KM.SLFA 5269 for engaging in illegal fishing in the 
Malacca Strait. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The 
suspects and seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mahe, Seychelles/ 23 Jun 21.                                                                       (Poaching)  
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that the Seychelles Coast Guard apprehended 12 foreign fishermen from two 
foreign fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing about 177 nm North West of Mahe, Seychelles. 
Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and 
seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Malacca Strait/ 24 Jun 21.                                                                                   (Poaching)  
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five foreign 
fishermen from a foreign fishing vessel FB.CA YAYA-3 for engaging in illegal fishing 
off Malacca Strait, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the 
country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and seized boats were handed 
over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Miri, Malaysia/ 28 Jun 21.                                                                             (Poaching)  
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 13 foreign 
fishermen from two foreign fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing about 39 nm 
off Miri, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the country’s waters 
without a valid permit. The suspects and seized boats were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 
 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Simpang Mengayau, Malaysia/ 28 Jun 21.                                                         (Local) 
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended six foreign fishermen for engaging in 
illegal fishing about 25 nm North West of Simpang Mengayau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were using 
fish bombing technique in local waters. The suspects and seized gears were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Djibouti/ 28 Jun 21.                                                                                         (Poaching) 
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that Djibouti Coast Guard apprehended unknown number of fishermen from a 
foreign fishing boat for illegal fishing off Djibouti. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing with an 
illegal equipment inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and seized boat were handed 
over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kudat, Malaysia/ 29 Jun 21.                                                                                 (Local) 
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended six 
fishermen from a boat off Kudat, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were using blast 
fishing technique in the area. The authorities also seized nine bottles believed to 
contain ammonium nitrate, 19 units of explosive fuse, one sack of ammonium nitrate 
and  10 kg fish catch. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth 
USD 20,860. The suspects and seized boat were handed over to the local authorities 
for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Sedili Besar, Malaysia/ 30 Jun 21.                                                       (Local) 
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended four foreign 
fishermen from a local fishing boat for engaging in illegal fishing about 22.6 nm East 
of Tanjung Sedili Besar, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were not in possession 
of valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local 
authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 30 Jun 21.                                                     (Poaching) 
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a foreign fishing boat for engaging in 
illegal fishing about 123 nm off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the 
country’s waters without a valid permit. The estimated worth of the seizure was reported to be USD 3,60,880. 
The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

International Day for Fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
 

 
 
➢ According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing activities are responsible for the loss of 11-26 million tonnes of fish each year, 
which is estimated to have an economic value of US$10–23 billion. 
➢ To promote long-term conservation and sustainable use of fisheries resources the Target 4 of 
Goal 14 of the Sustainable Development Agenda adopted in 2015 by the UN General Assembly, 
specifically urges the international community to “effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices” by 2020. 
 
➢ The full report can be accessed on: https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-illegal-fishing-day 
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                   Irregular Human Migration 

 
81 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Jun 21, a 21% increase from the 68 incidents recorded in 
May 21. This increase which may be attributable to enhanced reporting and favourable weather conditions 
in the Mediterranean. The fallout of COVID-19 is likely to exacerbate illegal crossings/ migration. About 
78% of the recorded incidents occurred in the Mediterranean region. 43 incidents were reported off Turkey, 
11 off Mayotte, nine off Libya, five off Tunisia, three off Oman, two each off Indonesia and Malaysia and 
one each in Djibouti, Italy, Philippines, Thailand and Yemen. 
 

Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a 17% increase in the recorded incidents of migrant 
crossings off Mayotte in Jun 21, as compared to May 21. The incidents reported off Mayotte involved 
detaining of traditional local boats “kwassa-kwassa” along with the suspected smugglers and irregular 
migrants. 
 

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean in Jun 21 were monitored off Italy, Libya, Tunisia, 
Turkey & Yemen and witnessed an increase of 20% as compared to May 21. The Centre monitored 61 
migrant crossings (both attempted & successful) in the region, from 51 in May 21. Favourable weather 
conditions for small boat operations and proactive reporting by authorities are likely to be some of the 
drivers behind this increase.  
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tunisia/ 01 Jun 21.   
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Tunisian authorities apprehended 109 irregular migrants off the coast of 
Tunisia. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. Additionally, 
23 migrants were reported to be missing and mortal remains of two migrants were recovered in the incident. 
The apprehended migrants were transferred ashore in Tunisia. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 01 Jun 21.   
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 23 irregular migrants and two 
suspected smugglers onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to 
local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tangkahan, Indonesia/ 01 Jun 21.   
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 14 irregular migrant workers while 
waiting for a boat in Tangkahan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the migrant workers were about to leave the country 
illegally via sea route for a foreign country. The apprehended migrant workers were handed over to local 
authorities for further investigation.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 01 Jun 21.   
  

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 101 irregular 
migrants from a rubber boat off the Coast of Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted 
to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The rescued migrants were 
transferred back to the Libyan shores. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 01 Jun 21.   
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued six irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 02 Jun 21.   
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 16 irregular 
migrants from two inflatable boats off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 03 Jun 21.   
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the distressed boat in the local 
waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward 
legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 04 Jun 21.   
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 17 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local 
waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward 
legal proceedings.   

 
 

Summary Of Irregular Human Migration Incidents 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Manila Port, Philippines/ 04 Jun 21.   
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 303 irregular 
migrants who arrived at Manila North Harbour Seaport, Philippines. More than a 
hundred of those who were rescued were reported to be minors. It was reported that 
the victims from Zamboanga, Philippines were indigenous people who allegedly fell 
victim to human trafficking. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 04 Jun 21.   
 

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 44 irregular migrants from an inflatable off 
the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 05 Jun 21.   
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 29 irregular migrants from two lifeboats off 
the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Shinas, Oman/ 05 Jun 21.   
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard rescued 17 irregular migrants and one smuggler 
from a distressed boat off Shinas, Oman. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the 
area and capsized. The authorities also apprehended one local migrant smuggler in connection to the incident. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore in Oman.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Jun 21.   
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 30 irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Jun 21.   
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 17 irregular migrants from a rubber boat 
off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Jun 21.   
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 28 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balabac, Philippines/ 07 Jun 21.   
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported Philippines Coast Guard rescued five personnel (including three children) from a 
distressed motor vessel off Balabac, Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised a 
distress call after their vessel was hit by a piece of wood and encountered engine failure. Subsequently, the 
authorities approached the distressed vessel, rescued the stranded crew and towed the vessel ashore. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea/ 07 Jun 21.   
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that a container vessel MV FLEUR N rescued 86 irregular 
migrants from a boat in Mediterranean Sea. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross 
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the Mediterranean to reach European shores and were stranded at sea due to mechanical failure. The rescued 
migrants were shifted ashore in Italy. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 08 Jun 21.   
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended a irregular migrant onboard a kwassa-
kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspect was handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 08 Jun 21.   
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from an inflatable off 
the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 08 Jun 21.   
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 30 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Jayapura, Indonesia/ 09 Jun 21.   
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended seven irregular migrants from two 
boats off Jayapura, Indonesia. Reportedly, the migrants failed to produce valid documents to travel to the 
Indonesian province of Papua. The apprehended migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 09 Jun 21.   
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 10 Jun 21.   
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 439 irregular migrants from several boats 
off Tripoli, Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. 
The rescued migrants were transferred to the Libyan shores and handed over to the local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 10 Jun 21.   
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 40 irregular migrants and two 
suspected migrant traffickers from a sailing boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 
sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred 
to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 10 Jun 21.   
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 10 Jun 21.   
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 36 irregular 
migrants including two suspected migrant traffickers from a sailing boat off the coast of 
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Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The apprehended 
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 10 Jun 21.   
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 23 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 11 Jun 21.   
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 11 Jun 21.   
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 26 irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 12 Jun 21.   
 

On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 18 irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 12 Jun 21.   
 

On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that a Marshall Islands flagged cargo vessel UGUR DADAYLI rescued 100 
irregular migrants from a boat off the coast of Sfax, Tunisia. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the 
Mediterranean to reach European shores. The ship was requested by MRCC Malta to proceed to Tunisia and 
disembark the migrants in Tunisia. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 13 Jun 21.   
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard apprehended 12 irregular migrants from a boat off 
Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat while the crew was attempting to smuggle the 
infiltrators. The apprehended migrants were transferred to local authorities for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 13 Jun 21.   
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 11 irregular 
migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 
shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 13 Jun 21.   
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued eight irregular migrants from a fiber boat 
off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 



 30     

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Yemen/ 13 Jun 21.   
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that 200 irregular migrants went missing from a boat off the coast of Yemen. 
Reportedly, the boat capsized while the migrants were attempting to cross the sea and reach the Gulf 
countries. A search was reported to be initiated to locate the missing migrants. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea/ 13 Jun 21.   
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that a vessel GEOBARENTS run by the medical charity 
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) rescued 410 irregular migrants in Mediterranean 
Sea in seven separate operations. The destination for shifting the migrants was not 
reported. 
 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 14 Jun 21.   
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended 270 irregular migrants off the coast of 
Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores when they 
were rescued by a commercial ship and disembarked off Libyan coast. The apprehended migrants were 
transferred ashore in Libya. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Jun 21.   
 

On 15 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended a irregular migrant onboard a kwassa-
kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspect was handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 
  

Missing Migrants Project data by IOM 
     

 

➢ Missing Migrants Project counts migrants who have died at the external borders of states, or in the 
process of migration towards an international  destination,  regardless  of  their  legal  status.  The Project 
records only those migrants who die during their journey to a country different from their country of 
residence. 
➢ Missing Migrants Project data include the  deaths  of  migrants  who  die  in  transportation  accidents, 
shipwrecks, violent attacks, or due to medical complications during their journeys. It also includes the number 
of mortal remains found  at  border  crossings  that are  categorized  as  the  bodies  of  migrants, based  on 
belonging  and/or  the characteristics of the death.  
➢ Missing Migrants Project data are estimates from International Organisation of Migration (IOM), 
national authorities and media sources. The Missing Migrants Project data by IOM can be accessed at  the 
following link: https://missingmigrants.iom.int/ 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Jun 21.   
 

On 15 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 10 irregular migrants onboard a 
kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Jun 21.   
 

On 15 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended eight irregular migrants onboard a 
kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ranong, Thailand/ 16 Jun 21.   
 

On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that Thai authorities apprehended 10 irregular migrants from a boat off Ranong, 
Thailand. Reportedly, the migrants had crossed over from a neighboring country by a small boat. The 
apprehended migrants were taken into custody for onward legal proceedings. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 16 Jun 21.   
 

On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 15 irregular migrants from a fibre hull 
inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local 
waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 
onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 18 Jun 21.   
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 73 irregular migrants from a sailing 
hull inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the 
local waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 
onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kampung Pungai, Malaysia/ 18 Jun 21.   
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 30 irregular migrants from foreign 
boats in the beach area of Kampung Pungai, Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to enter the 
country without valid documents. The apprehended migrants were taken into the custody for further 
investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 19 Jun 21.   
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 49 irregular 
migrants from a fiber boat off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 
sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 
ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 19 Jun 21.   
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 20 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 20 Jun 21.   
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 51 irregular 
migrants from two lifeboats off the coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 
sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 
ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 20 Jun 21.   
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 77 irregular migrants and four 
suspected smugglers onboard four kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspect was handed over to 
local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 20 Jun 21.   
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 49 irregular migrants 
from two lifeboats off the coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 
boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 
transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 20 Jun 21.   
  

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off 
the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah North Governorate, Oman/ 21 Jun 21.   
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard apprehended nine irregular migrants from two boats 
off Al Batinah North Governorate. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat while its crew attempted to 
smuggle people into the country. The apprehended migrants were handed over to local authorities for onward 
legal proceedings.     

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Karaburun, Turkey/ 21 Jun 21.   
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from a boat off the 
coast of Karaburun, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 21 Jun 21.   
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued seven irregular migrants and two 
suspected migrant smugglers from an inflatable boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 
sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to 
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Khor Angar, Djibouti/ 22 Jun 21.   
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard apprehended 133 irregular migrants including 21 
women from a galba boat off Khor Angar, Djibouti. Reportedly, the migrants had decided to go back the other 
way and return to their country of origin. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and were given 
humanitarian aid. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 22 Jun 21.   
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 45 irregular 
migrants including one smuggler from a sailing boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. 
Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration 
office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 22 Jun 21.   
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 10 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
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The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 24 Jun 21.  
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 79 irregular migrants and seven 
suspected smugglers onboard seven kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over 
to local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tunisia/ 24 Jun 21.  
  

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Tunisian authorities rescued 267 irregular migrants from a boat off 
Tunisia. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores when their 
boat broke down. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 24 Jun 21.   
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 27 irregular migrants and two 
smugglers from a sailing boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat 
stranded in the local waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial 
migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 25 Jun 21.   
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 15 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off 
the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 25 Jun 21.   
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 32 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 25 Jun 21.   
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 13 irregular migrants from an inflatable 
boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. 
The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Langkawi, Malaysia/ 25 Jun 21.   
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended four irregular migrants and two 
traffickers from a fibre boat off Langkawi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to enter the 
country illegally via sea route. The authorities also seized a fiber boat, some cash and cell phones from them, 
estimated to be worth USD 4,934. The apprehended migrants and traffickers were handed over to local 
authorities for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 26 Jun 21.   
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 19 irregular migrants from three lifeboats 
off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 26 Jun 21.   
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 40 irregular migrants and apprehended 
one person for attempting to exit the country illegally from three boats off the coast of Aydin, Turkey. 
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Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The rescued and apprehended 
individuals were shifted ashore for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 26 Jun 21.   
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 21 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off 
the coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 18 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off 
the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The 
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 59 irregular migrants from a sailing 
boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local 
waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 
onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular migrants and apprehended 
two traffickers from a sailing boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat 
stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants and traffickers were shifted ashore and transferred to 
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tunisia/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that Tunisian Navy rescued 178 irregular migrants off the coast of Tunisia. 
Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean Sea to reach European shores. The rescued 
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to local authorities for onward legal proceedings. However, two 
migrants reportedly lost their lives in the incident. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libya Coast Guard ship FEZZAN rescued 270 
irregular migrants from a boat off Libya. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross 
the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The rescued migrants were shifted 
ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libya Navy apprehended 90 irregular migrants from a dinghy off Libya. 
Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The apprehended 
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Antalya, Turkey/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 18 irregular 
migrants from a speedboat off the coast of Antalya, Turkey. Reportedly, the 
authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The apprehended migrants 
were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Antalya, Turkey/ 27 Jun 21.   
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 10 irregular migrants and apprehended 
one trafficker from a fiber boat off the coast of Antalya, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat 
stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants and apprehended trafficker were shifted ashore and 
transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  
  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 28 Jun 21. 
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 120 irregular migrants from a 
passenger ferry off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat in the local waters. 
The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 
proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 28 Jun 21.   
 

On 28 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 13 foreign nationals onboard a kwassa-
kwassa boat off Mtsamboro, Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation and two personnel with medical emergency was provided with medical assistance. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 29 Jun 21.   
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended seven irregular migrants onboard a 
kwassa-kwassa boat off Boueni, Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further 
investigation and a woman with medical emergency was provided with medical assistance. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 30 Jun 21.   
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 21 irregular migrants onboard a 
kwassa-kwassa boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further investigation 
and four personnel with medical emergency were provided with medical assistance. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa, Italy/ 30 Jun 21.   
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Italian authorities rescued 46 irregular 
migrants from a boat off Lampedusa, Italy. Reportedly, seven migrants lost their 
lives and nine went missing whilst their boat capsized. The migrants reportedly 
attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The rescued 
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 
onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 30 Jun 21.   
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Libya Coast Guard rescued 70 irregular migrants off Tripoli, Libya. 
Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The authorities 
assisted the migrants ashore and provided them with necessary medical assistance.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 30 Jun 21.   
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 26 irregular 
migrants from two lifeboats off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 
sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 
ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 30 Jun 21.   
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that 91 foreign national and 6 suspected smugglers onboard six kwassa-kwassa 
boats were apprehended off Mayotte. The suspects and smugglers were handed over to local authorities. 
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105 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Jun 21, an 22% increase as 
compared to May 21. In this month, about 133% increase in collision, 21% decrease in SAR incidents 
were reported as compared to the previous month. About 82% of the total incidents involving detention of 
vessels was reported in Malaysia, with most incidents being related to unauthorised anchoring. No 
significant oil-spills were reported in any of the collisions incidents recorded 
 
Aground – The Centre recorded six incidents of vessels running aground. Two of these were reported at 
various locations in the waters of Andaman Sea, one each off Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea, East Africa 
and Philippines Sea. This may possibly be attributed to localised heavy weather phenomenon in the 
region.   
 
Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 14 incidents of capsizing and 10 incidents of vessels sinking at sea 
were recorded by the Centre. This is about 26% increase from May 21, partly attributable to localised 
heavy weather conditions. 
 
SAR Operations – 11 SAR and 12 MEDEVAC operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were 
monitored during the month of Jun 21. The combined total of SAR and MEDEVAC, saw a 12% reduction 
from May 21.  

 
 
 
 

  

 

Maritime Incidents 
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• Missing/ Off Putatan, Malaysia/ 01 Jun 21.    
  

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that four personnel went missing off Putatan, Malaysia. Reportedly, a group of 
eight personnel went for swimming and were pulled into the open sea due to heavy weather. Four of them 
managed to swim back ashore. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Hodeidah, Yemen/ 01 Jun 21.    
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that a ship capsized while unloading cargo off Hodeidah, Yemen. Reportedly, 
one crew lost his life in the incident. The cause of the ship's capsizing was not reported. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Pangandaran, Indonesia/ 01 Jun 21.    
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with five fishermen onboard sank off Pangandaran, Indonesia. 
Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy waves prevailing in the area which caused the boat to capsize and 
eventually sank after hitting a reef. Two personnel reportedly survived the incident, with three fishermen 
missing. 
 

• Fire/ Off Jask Port, Iran/ 01 Jun 21.    
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that an Iran supply tanker IRIS KHARG caught fire at 
0630 UTC, while on a training mission off Jask Port, Iran. The ship reportedly sank in 
the Gulf of Oman off Jask at 0400 GMT on 02 Jan 21, after about 20 hours of 
firefighting efforts. All 400 cadets and crew disembarked safely, with 20 reported to 
have sustained light injuries or burns. The cause of the fire was not reported. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Dinagat Islands, Philippines/ 01 Jun 21.    
 

On 01 Jun 21, it was reported that a motor banca with one person onboard sank off Dinagat Island, 
Philippines. Reportedly, the motor banca encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually 
sank. Another ship MV KING EVARISTO moored in the area sighted the sinking motor banca and informed the 
coastal authorities. Subsequently, the authorities approached the distressed vessel, rescued the stranded 
individual and towed the vessel ashore.  
 

• Sunk/ Off Leyte, Philippines/ 02 Jun 21.    
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that a Philippines flagged cargo ship LCT JACQUELINE STARS with 18 crew 
onboard sank off Leyte, Philippines. Reportedly, all crew members were able to abandon ship before the 
vessel partially submerged due to the typhoon DANTE. No injuries were reported in the incident. The 
Philippine Coast Guard reportedly laid out an oil boom around the vessel to contain any potential oil spill. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Galle, Sri Lanka/ 02 Jun 21.    
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel with four fishermen onboard 
capsized about 40 nm of Galle, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised 
a distress alert after the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and 
eventually capsized. Subsequently, another fishing vessel in the vicinity rescued 03 
fishermen (including one in critical condition). Thereafter, Sri Lankan Navy shifted 
them ashore for medical treatment.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Ras Ghareb, Egypt/ 02 Jun 21.    
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that an Egypt flagged supply tug INSPECTA 7 sank off 
Ras Ghareb, Egypt. As per reports, the ship supposedly sank due to water ingress 
after it struck an underwater wreck. 11 crew members from the vessel were rescued, 
with the Captain and engineer of the vessel reported missing.    
                                                                 

Summary Of Maritime Incidents 
 

Update  
 

As per reports, the mortal remains of the missing Captain and the engineer were recovered during the 
search operation on 07 Jun 21. 
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• Capsize/ Off Visayas, Philippines/ 02 Jun 21.    
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that a pump boat with four fishermen onboard capsized off Visayas, Philippines. 
Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area due to the ongoing tropical storm 
DANTE. Four fishermen were reported missing.  

 

• Collision/ Padang Bai Port, Indonesia/ 02 Jun 21.    
 

On 02 Jun 21, it was reported that a passenger ship KMP NUSA JAYA ABADI collided with a pier in Padang 
Bai Port, Indonesia. The collision took place due to tidal waves prevailing in the area. Reportedly, the anchor 
damaged the railing when the vessel was berthing.  
 

• Aground/ Off Mauritius/ 03 Jun 21.    
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel ran aground with eight crew onboard off Mauritius. 
Reportedly, the vessel reported ingress of water in fore peak. All the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

• Fire/ Gulf Of Aden/ 03 Jun 21.    
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that a France flagged container vessel CMA CGM CONCORDE caught fire in its 
engine room in Gulf of Aden. Estimated Time to repair was reported to be 24 hr and no additional assistance 
was required as per reports. 

 

• SAR/ Off Aklan, Philippines/ 03 Jun 21.    
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard rescued six fishermen stranded on three 
distressed fishing vessels off Aklan, Philippines. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised a distress alert 
after their boats encountered engine trouble due to typhoon DANTE prevailing in the area. Subsequently, the 
authorities responded to the distress calls, rescued the stranded fishermen and towed the vessels ashore. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 03 Jun 21.    
  

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that a local fishing boat KN PULAU NIPAH-3 with four 
fishermen onboard sank off Belawan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat developed a hull 
breach after it experienced an engine failure. Subsequently, the vessel encountered 
heavy weather prevailing in the area causing it to sink. The authorities sighted the 
stranded fishermen, rescued them and shifted them ashore.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Subang, Indonesia/ 03 Jun 21.    
 

On 03 Jun 21, it was reported that a local fishing vessel with 13 crew onboard capsized off Subang, West 
Java, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually 
capsized. 12 crew were reportedly rescued by another fishing vessel transiting through the area. A search 
operation by the coastal authorities was initiated to locate the missing crew. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Galle, Sri Lanka/ 04 Jun 21.    
  

On 04 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Naval ship SAYURA evacuated a 
fisherman from a fishing trawler DU BHASHI off Galle, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 
fisherman required urgent medical assistance due to a severe injury while at high 
seas. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Man Overboard/ Off Satun, Thailand/ 04 Jun 21.    
 

On 04 Jun 21 it was reported that a crew fainted and fell overboard from a fishing boat RUNGRAT 12 off 
Satun, Thailand. Reportedly, the skipper of the vessel raised a distress alert after they failed to locate the 
person in the initial search.  
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• Capsize/ Off East Sumba Regency, Indonesia/ 05 Jun 21.    
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel with 13 fishermen onboard 
capsized off East Sumba Regency, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat encountered 
heavy waves prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. 12 personnel 
reportedly survived the incident with one was missing. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 05 Jun 21.    
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that Oman Coast Guard evacuated a patient from a commercial ship off Dhofar, 
Oman. Reportedly, the crew member was critical and required urgent medical assistance. Later, the patient 
was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Soalara Toliara, Madagascar/ 05 Jun 21.    
 

On 05 Jun 21, it was reported that a motorboat sank with 25 personnel onboard off Soalara Toliara, 
Madagascar. Reportedly, the boat capsized due to strong swell, and eventually sank. Four personnel were 
reported to be missing.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Goa, India/ 06 Jun 21.    
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard evacuated the Captain of a South Korea flagged 
tanker MV ELIM off Goa, India. Reportedly, the Captain of the vessel required urgent medical assistance and 
was airlifted by a Coast Guard helicopter. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further 
treatment. 

 

• Aground/ Off Thailand Coast/ 06 Jun 21.    
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that a Thailand flagged tug YKP MARINE towing a 
container barge NAMTHONG 39, ran aground off Thailand coast. Reportedly, the 
tug went adrift after its propeller entangled in a rope and caused it to eventually run 
aground along with the container barge. Both the vessels were reportedly enroute 
from Myanmar to Indonesia. A salvage barge reportedly proceeded to the 
distressed location to carry out salvage operation.   

 

• SAR/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 06 Jun 21.    
 

On 06 Jun 21, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard rescued a fisherman who was missing since 29 
May 21 off Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen went missing after his boat encountered heavy 
weather due to typhoon DANTE, developed a hull breach and eventually capsized.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Sembakung, Indonesia/ 07 Jun 21. 
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that a speedboat with 30 personnel onboard capsized off Sembakung, Nunukan, 
Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat was caught in a whirlpool and eventually capsized. It was reported that there 
were 24 survivors, five dead and one missing in the incident. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Socotra Island, Yemen/ 07 Jun 21. 
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that a Gabon flagged cargo vessel FALCON LINE 
with 15 crew onboard encountered mechanical failure followed by flooding off 
Socotra Island, Yemen. Reportedly, the vessel was loaded with approximately 
3600 metric tonnes of Cement in Jumbo bags. MV SAFMARINE NYASSA and 
MT DORADO were reported to have proceeded to assist the vessel and the 
stranded personnel onboard. Later, MV SAFMARINE NYASSA reported that 
USNS PATUXENT recovered all 15 crew (eight Egyptians and seven Indians) 
from a life raft deployed from MV FALCON LINE.  The vessel reportedly sank on 08 Jun 21. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Beruwala, Sri Lanka/ 07 Jun 21.  
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities evacuated a fisherman from a fishing trawler 
DESHI about 85 nm Southwest of Beruwala, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fisherman was in critical condition after 
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falling ill and required urgent medical assistance. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for 
further treatment. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Siang, Malaysia/ 07 Jun 21.    
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Hong Kong 
flagged tanker with 21 foreign crew members onboard about 12 nm East of Tanjung 
Siang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s waters 
without a valid permit. The detained vessel was handed over to the local authorities 
for further investigation. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Ayum, Malaysia/ 07 Jun 21.    
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Singapore flagged tugboat with five 
crew members (foreign nationals) onboard along with its barge about 1.8 nm East of Tanjung Ayam, Malaysia. 
Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The detained vessel 
was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Collision/ Off Pattani, Thailand/ 07 Jun 21.    
 

On 07 Jun 21, it was reported that a Portuguese flagged vessel MOL GATEWAY collided with fishing vessel 
SIRITHANACHAI while voyaging to load the goods off Pattani, Thailand. No injuries or pollution was reported. 
The vessel arrived in Laem Chabang, Thailand on 08 Jun 21. The Portuguese maritime authorities were 
reported to be investigating the incident. 

 

• Aground/ Off Phang Nga, Thailand/ 08 Jun 21.    
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that towing boat with nine crew onboard ran aground off Phang Nga, Thailand. 
Reportedly, a tugboat was dispatched to pull the grounded boat out of the beach. 
 

• Medevac/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 08 Jun 21.    
 

On 08 Jun 21, it was reported that Sea Rescue Craft ALICK RENNIE evacuated three crew members from a 
container ship off Durban, South Africa. Reportedly, the crew suffered injuries aboard the vessel and required 
urgent medical assistance. Later, the patients were transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Aground/ Off Silangan, Philippines/ 09 Jun 21.    
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that a vessel TOSUNG 10 sank off Silangan, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel 
was conducting an anchor tending operation in connection with the Panguil Bay Bridge Project when it ran 
aground and subsequently developed a hull breach which allowed the water to flood in. Subsequently, the 
Philippine Coast Guard approached the distressed vessel and rescued the stranded personnel. 

 

• Collision/ Off Wilayat Khasab, Oman/ 09 Jun 21.    
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that two boats collided off Wilayat Khasab, Oman. 
One person was reported injured in the incident. Later, the patient was transferred to 
a local hospital for further treatment. The cause of the incident was not reported. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Kabuzya Kyun Islands, Myanmar/ 09 Jun 21.    
 

On 09 Jun 21, it was reported that an oil tanker PRESTIG (EX OCEAN PRESTIGE) encountered mechanical 
failure while transiting off Kabuzya Kyun Islands, Myanmar. Reportedly, the tanker had a power failure onboard 
and repair attempts were not successful. Myanmar Navy rendered assistance to the vessel.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Dhofar Governorate, Oman/ 10 Jun 21.    
 

On 10 Jun 21, it was reported that Royal Air Force of Oman evacuated a crew from a Liberia flagged bulk 
carrier CAPE KORI about 50 nm of Dhofar Governorate, Oman. Reportedly, the crew member was suffering 
from critical health conditions and required urgent medical assistance. Later, the patient was transferred to a 
local hospital for further treatment.  
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• SAR/ Off Jumeirah, UAE/ 11 Jun 21.    
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that the Dubai authorities rescued a family from a yacht off Jumeirah, UAE. 
Reportedly, the authorities received a distress call from the family as their yacht broke down at sea. Later, they 
were rescued and shifted ashore. 
 

• Medevac/ Off Mossel Bay, South Africa/ 11 Jun 21.    
 

On 11 Jun 21, it was reported that a sea rescue craft ST BLAIZE RESCUER evacuated a crew from a 
chemical tanker off Mossel Bay, South Africa. Reportedly, the crew member was critically ill and required 
urgent medical assistance. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Saint Pierre, Reunion Island/ 12 Jun 21.    
 

On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that Reunion Island authorities evacuated a crew from a merchant ship STAR 
DIAMOND off Saint Pierre, Reunion Island. Reportedly, the crew member was critically ill and required urgent 
medical assistance. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Fire/ Off Tondo, Philippines/ 12 Jun 21.    
 

On 12 Jun 21, it was reported that a small cargo ship TITAN-8 caught fire and 
eventually sank off Tondo, Manila, Philippines. Reportedly, the fire was followed by 
explosion and as the firefighting efforts were unsuccessful, the ship finally capsized 
and sank. Four crew of the vessel were reportedly injured in the incident and two 
crew were reported missing. As per reports, two crew onboard a vessel in the 
vicinity also sustained injuries. 
 

• SAR/ Off Umhlanga, South Africa/ 13 Jun 21.    
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that the sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF SURFSKI 6 rescued two fishermen from 
fishing ski off Umhlanga, South Africa. Reportedly, the fishermen were stranded when their boat sank. Later, 
they were rescued and shifted ashore. 
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Sulu, Philippines/ 13 Jun 21.    
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that a vessel ML SEA GLORY with 19 personnel onboard encountered engine 
failure off Sulu, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel encountered engine trouble due to sea water ingress while 
it was enroute Tawi-Tawi. The Philippines authorities approached the distressed vessel, rescued the stranded 
personnel and shifted them ashore.  
 

• Fire/ Sudan Port, Sudan/ 13 Jun 21.    
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that a Togo flagged RORO cargo ship KING MARINE 1 
suffered fire in its cargo compartment, while berthed at Sudan port. Reportedly, the 
fire was brought under control after five hours by the firefighters. The vessel was 
assisted to the port’s outer anchorage and was anchored. As per reports, the vessel 
was heavily damaged in the incident. The cause of the incident was not reported. The 
ship was reported to carry a cargo of cars and cattle feed.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Natuna Islands, Indonesia/ 13 Jun 21.    
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that Indonesian authorities evacuated a Filipino crew from a Bahamas flagged 
LNG tanker MV LNG DREAM off Natuna Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the crew member required urgent 
medical assistance but lost his life while on the way to hospital.  
 

• Capsize/ Off Nandigram, India/ 13 Jun 21.    
 

On 13 Jun 21, it was reported that a trawler with 14 fishermen onboard capsized off Nandigram, India. 
Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. Ten fishermen were able to swim to 
safety, while three are still reported to be missing. Mortal remains of one fisherman was recovered.  
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• Missing/ Off Madagascar/ 14 Jun 21.    
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that a fisherman went missing off Madagascar. Reportedly, two fishermen left 
onboard the pirogue boat (a type of small boat) to fish when their boat capsized. One of the fishermen returned 
ashore and reported about the missing fisherman.  
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 14 Jun 21.    
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that a fisherman was rescued from a small boat off Phuket, Thailand. 
Reportedly, the fisherman was adrift for nine days after his boat broke down at sea. He was rescued by 
another fishing boat in the vicinity and was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Khanom, Thailand/ 14 Jun 21.    
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that a fisherman lost his life at sea off Khanom, Thailand. Reportedly, the 
fisherman went out for fishing on 12 Jun 21 and went missing. The likely cause was reported to be rough 
weather. Later, his capsized boat was located by another fisherman, with its engine missing. Subsequently, the 
mortal remains of the missing fisherman was recovered on 14 Jun 21. 
 

• Capsize/ Off Bitinan Island, Philippines/ 14 Jun 21. 
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that a passenger vessel SEA GLORY with 24 personnel onboard capsized off 
Bitinan Island, Philippines. Reportedly, the ship encountered engine trouble as it encountered bad weather 
prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. The local authorities rescued all crew and passengers from the 
capsized vessel and assisted them ashore. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Pasni, Pakistan/ 14 Jun 21. 
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Pakistani authorities seized five foreign fishing trawlers with fish in them 
off Pasni, Pakistan. Reportedly, the fishing vessels entered Pakistani waters without prior permission. The 
foreign fishing vessels claimed to have taken shelter to avoid bad weather conditions.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Feydhoo, Maldives/ 14 Jun 21. 
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities evacuated a crew from a 
fishing vessel RASAINU off Feydhoo, Maldives. Reportedly, the crew member required 
urgent medical assistance due to a fishhook injury in his eyes. Later, the patient was 
transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Visayas, Philippines/ 14 Jun 21.  
 

On 14 Jun 21, it was reported that Philippine authorities evacuated a crew from a Liberia flagged bulk carrier                 
MAGNUS OLDENDORFF off Visayas, Philippines. Reportedly, the crew member was critically ill and required 
urgent medical assistance. Later, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia/ 15 Jun 21. 
 

On 15 Jun 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained a Japan flagged vessel with 26 crew 
members onboard about 53 nm of Pulau Kendi, Penang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored in the 
country’s waters without a valid permit. The detained vessel along with four crew members (including the 
Captain of the vessel) involved in the incident were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Chennai, India/ 16 Jun 21. 
 

On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that a Portugal flagged container ship DEVON with 17 
crew members and 382 containers onboard encountered mechanical failure about 260 
nm South-East of Chennai, India. Reportedly, the vessel developed a crack in portside 
fuel tank area followed by an oil leak while it was enroute from Colombo, Sri Lanka to 
Haldia, India. All fuel in damaged fuel tank was pumped to another tank. It was 
reported that about 10,000 ltr fuel had leaked. The vessel resumed its voyage to her 
next port of call on 17 Jun 21.  
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• Fire/ Off Balabac Pier, Philippines/ 17 Jun 21.    
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that a motor vessel with seven personnel onboard caught fire about 1 nm off 
Balabac Pier, Philippines. Reportedly, the fuel line of the boat had been accidentally detached. Subsequently, 
the engine caught fire causing their motor vessel to be dead on the water. Search and Rescue team has 
rescued all the seven personnel onboard and transferred to local authorities.  
 

• Aground/ Off Mumbai, India/ 17 Jun 21.    
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that a barge MV MANGALAM with 16 crew members 
onboard ran aground about 1.6 nm of Revdanda jetty, Mumbai, India. Reportedly, the 
vessel raised a distress alert after encountering heavy weather prevailing in the area 
and eventually ran aground. Subsequently, the Indian Coast Guard Ship SUBHADRA 
KUMARI CHAUHAN and two Chetak helicopters approached the distressed vessel, 
rescued the stranded personnel and shifted them ashore. 

 

• Fire/ Off Male, Maldives/ 17 Jun 21. 
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that three speedboats caught fire off Malé, Maldives. Reportedly, one person 
sustained injuries due to fire. The Maldivian firefighters approached the distressed vessels and managed to 
extinguish the fire. Two other boats in the vicinity reportedly sustained damages due to the incident. The cause 
of fire was reported to be under investigation. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Puttalam & Dondra, Sri Lanka/ 17 Jun 21. 
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy detained three foreign fishing 
vessels off Puttalam and Dondra, Sri Lanka. Two of the fishing vessels had washed 
ashore whilst the third was still adrift. Reportedly, the vessels are likely to have drifted 
after having broken their moorings. The seized boats were taken into custody for 
further investigation. 

 

• Aground/ Off Malindi, Kenya/ 17 Jun 21. 
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel OCEAN EAGLE with 20 crew onboard ran aground off 
Malindi, Kenya. Reportedly, the crew onboard comprised of five Indonesians and 15 Kenyans. All the crew 
were reported to be safe. The cause of the incident was not reported. 
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Miri River Estuary, Malaysia/ 17 Jun 21. 
 

On 17 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained two vessels with five fishermen about 5 
nm of Miri River Estuary, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew onboard the vessel did not have any valid identity 
documents when inspected. The suspects and the detained boats were handed over to the local authorities for 
further investigation. 
 

• Man Overboard/ Off Kuala Idi, Indonesia/ 17 Jun 21. 
 

On 17 Jun 20, it was reported that an Indonesian fishing vessel KM ALTHAF JAYA, rescued a Thai national 
who was adrift at sea about 50 nm off Kuala Idi, east Aceh, Indonesia. The rescued individual was handed 
over to local authorities in Indonesia. 
 

• Missing / Off Moroni, Comoros/ 18 Jun 21. 
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that two fishermen went missing off Moroni, Comoros. Reportedly, the fishermen 
left onboard their boat for fishing. A search operation was initiated by the coastal authorities to locate the 
missing fishermen. 
 

• Man Overboard/ Off Java, Indonesia/ 18 Jun 21. 
 

On 18 Jun 20, it was reported that a boy fell overboard off Java, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boy was found 
floating in the middle of the sea by Indonesian Navy Patrol Ship. The boy was safely evacuated and shifted 
ashore. 
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• Capsize/ Off Kerala, India/ 18 Jun 21.  
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that a fibre boat with four fishermen onboard capsized off Kerala, India. 
Reportedly, the boat capsized while leaving the harbour. While three fishermen managed to swim back to 
safety, one fisherman went missing.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Barguna, Bangladesh/ 18 Jun 21. 
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel BILKIS with 24 fishermen onboard capsized off Barguna, 
Bangladesh. Reportedly, the trawler capsized due to sudden strong wind and current. 21 fishermen were 
rescued by another fishing trawler in the vicinity while three other fishermen were reported missing.  

 

• Fire/ Off Fulidhoo, Maldives/ 18 Jun 21. 
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that a speedboat with five personnel onboard caught fire off Fulidhoo, Maldives. 
Reportedly, the boat caught fire as a result of explosion in the fuel tank. The skipper of the vessel sustained 
multiple injuries due to the incident and subsequently was shifted to a local hospital for medical treatment. 
 

• SAR/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 18 Jun 21. 
 

On 18 Jun 21, it was reported that the Thai Navy rescued six fishermen from a fishing 
vessel off Phuket, Thailand. Reportedly, the fishermen onboard the vessel raised a 
distress alert after their boat ran out of fuel and was adrift. Subsequently, the 
authorities responded to the distress call and provided necessary assistance. 

 

• Sunk/ Bay of Bengal/ 19 Jun 21. 
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat IFB MAHABIR sank in Bay of Bengal, India. The cause of the 
incident and crew details were not reported. 
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Madagascar/ 19 Jun 21. 
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that the Comoros flagged vessel DES COMORES II with 17 crew onboard 
experienced mechanical failure while transiting off Madagascar. Later, the authorities rescued 38 personnel 
from the vessel apart from the crew.  
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Male, Maldives/ 19 Jun 21. 
 

On 19 Jun 21, it was reported that a foreign flagged yacht experienced mechanical failure while anchored at 
the lagoon off Male, Maldives. Maldivian Coast Guard responded to the incident. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Penawar, Malaysia/ 20 Jun 21. 
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Panama flagged 
tanker with 24 crew onboard off Tanjung Penawar, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel 
was anchored in Malaysian waters without a valid permit. The detained vessel was 
taken into custody for further investigation.  
 

• Collision/ Off West Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia/ 20 Jun 21. 
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that passenger vessel MELIKU NUSA collided with a fishing boat in the waters 
of Bima in West Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia. Reportedly, one fisherman died and one fisherman was critically 
injured. 
 

• Sunk/ Off Oman Coast/ 20 Jun 21. 
 

On 20 Jun 21, it was reported that a Comoros flagged general cargo ship PIONEER STAR sank off the coast 
of Oman. Reportedly, 12 members were rescued by yacht PLVS VLTRA & one crew member was rescued by 
vessel RUDOLF. Six crew were reported missing in the incident. 

 
  



 45     

  

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 21 Jun 21. 
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized four foreign fishing vessels off Kuala 
Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessels entered the country’s waters without a valid permit. The seized 
boats were taken into the custody for further investigation. 
 

• SAR/ Off Al-Dabaia, Kuwait/ 21 Jun 21. 
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that a boat with five personnel sank 4 nm off Al-Dabaia, 
Kuwait. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and 
eventually sank. Subsequently, the authorities approached the distressed vessel, 
rescued the stranded personnel and shifted them ashore. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Socotra Island, Yemen/ 21 Jun 21. 
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that a Denmark flagged bulk carrier NORD ARIPUANA encountered main 
engine failure off Socotra Island, Yemen. Reportedly, the repair work was completed and the vessel resumed 
its voyage to her next port of call. All the crew are reported to be safe. 

 

• Collision/ Merak Port, Indonesia/ 21 Jun 21. 
 

On 21 Jun 21, it was reported that a ferry vessel WIRA KENCANA collided with the concrete pier at the Port of 
Merak in Banten, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel collided with pier while manoeuvring and caused a power 
pole to collapse. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Jagoh Port, Indonesia/ 22 Jun 21. 
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged ferry PARAY encountered mechanical failure at Port 
Jagoh in Lingga Regency, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel had a defect in its steering gear.  

 

• Collision/ Off South Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 22 Jun 21. 
 

On 22 Jun 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged Passenger Ro-Ro vessel KIRANA IX collided with tug                
BOMAS GOLD on the Barito River in South Kalimantan, Indonesia. Reportedly, both the vessels remained 
seaworthy and were able to safely dock at the Port of Trisakti. No injuries were reported in the incident.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Mampally, India/ 23 Jun 21. 
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel PARALOKA MATHA with five personnel onboard capsized 
off the coast of Mampally near Anchuthengu, Kerala, India. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy waves 
prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. Four fishermen reportedly managed to swim to safety. One 
fisherman was reportedly pulled out from the water by the local fishermen and declared dead after reaching a 
local hospital.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Port Blair, India/ 23 Jun 21. 
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that a tug GANGA1 with nine crew members onboard 
sank about 30 nm South off Port Blair, India. Reportedly, the crew raised a distress 
call after their tug experienced flooding. Subsequently, Indian Coast Guard ships 
approached the distressed vessel and rescued the stranded crew. The vessel 
reportedly sank despite towing effort by tug OCEAN MARVEL. One crew sustained 
leg injury in the incident and was transferred to a local hospital in Port Blair.  

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Moroni, Comoros/ 23 Jun 21.  
 

On 23 Jun 21, it was reported that a Zanzibar flagged cargo vessel ZULFIKAR with six crew onboard 
encountered engine failure off Moroni, Comoros.  

 

• Voilent Confrontation/ Off Rayong, Thailand/ 24 Jun 21.                                          
 
On 24 Jun 21, an incident of violent confrontation was reported involving a Greece flagged tanker MARAN 
PYTHIA, off Rayong, Thailand. Reportedly, two boats with five preparators onboard each boat approached the 
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vessel and fired shots on accommodation on the port side. Alarm was raised, crew retreated to the citadel. The 
vessel took evasive manoeuvres which forced the preparators to abort the attack. All crew and vessel were 
reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities. It was reported that the incident likely 
occurred due to the vessel passing through an area with fishing nets. 
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Yemen/ 24 Jun 21. 
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that a Singapore flagged container vessel MAERSK SANA encountered engine 
failure in Arabian Sea. As per reports, the vessel completed engine repairs and continued its voyage to her 
next port of call. 

 

• Fire/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 24 Jun 21. 
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that a Taiwan flagged fishing vessel DE YI NO 6 caught fire about 230 nm 
Southeast of Durban, South Africa. Reportedly, all crew member was rescued by the boats in the vicinity.  

 

• SAR/ Off Berbera, Somalia/ 24 Jun 21. 
 

On 24 Jun 21, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard rescued four fishermen about 90 nm of Berbera, 
Somalia. Reportedly, the fishermen were in distress when the engine of their speedboat failed. Later, they 
were rescued and shifted ashore. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Mahebourg, Mauritius/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that a wooden boat with a fisherman onboard capsized off Mahebourg, 
Mauritius. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. The 
fisherman managed to swim back to shore safely.  

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Yemen/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that Panama flagged cargo vessel MV CELEBRATION G encountered engine 
failure off Yemen, Gulf of Aden. Reportedly, the vessel was towed alongside by tug MV HULK II for repairs.  
 

• Fire/ Off Port Blair, India/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that a Liberia flagged container ship MSC MESSINA 
caught fire with 28 crew onboard about 425 nm off Port Blair, India. The fire onboard 
was reported in the engine room compartment. One crewmember was reported 
missing.  

                                       

 

• Collision/ Off Kuala Kurau, Malaysia/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with three fishermen onboard collided with a trawler about 25 
nm South West of Kuala Kurau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishing boat capsized after collision. Two fishermen 
were rescued by another fishing boat in the vicinity. A search operation was initiated to locate the missing 
fisherman.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Muda, Malaysia/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a local fishing vessel with six crew 
onboard about 4 nm West of Kuala Muda, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel had hired foreign citizens as 
crewmembers without a valid permit. The detained vessel along with crewmembers were taken into custody for 
further investigation. 
 

Update  

 
 As on 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the vessel was towed by the tug VIGOUR to Singapore, after the 
engine room fire left the ship disabled and one crewmember dead.  
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• Missing/ Off Pattani, Thailand/ 25 Jun 21.  
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat CHOKSAKULWADI 2 went missing off Pattani, Thailand. 
Reportedly, the boat was adrift near Vietnamese waters and the skipper was found dead onboard. 

 

• Death/ Off Buruun, Philippines/ 25 Jun 21. 
 

On 25 Jun 21, it was reported that two children lost their lives after drowning off Buruun, Philippines. 
Reportedly, the children went missing whilst collecting seashells and sea cucumber in coastal waters. The 
coastal authorities recovered mortal remains of the children. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 26 Jun 21. 
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with five fishermen onboard capsized 
off Karachi, Pakistan. Reportedly, four fishermen have been rescued by another 
fishing boat. A search operation was initiated to locate the missing fisherman.  
 

• Fire/ Off Krishnapatnam, India/ 26 Jun 21. 
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that a fishing boat SRI VEERAN THUNAI caught fire 
with 10 crew onboard about 425 nm off Krishnapatnam, India. Reportedly, the boat 
caught fire due to explosion in LPG cylinder. Indian Coast Guard Ships rescued all the 
crewmember safely.  

 
 

• Man Overboard / Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 26 Jun 21. 
 

On 26 Jun 20, it was reported that a fisherman went missing from a fishing vessel off Tamil Nadu, India. 
Reportedly, the fisherman accidentally fell overboard from his boat. A search operation was initiated to locate 
the missing fisherman by coastal authorities.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Addu’s Gan, Maldives/ 26 Jun 21. 
 

On 26 Jun 21, it was reported that Maldivian authorities evacuated a man from a crude oil tanker                  
NEW MELODY off Addu’s Gan, Maldives. Reportedly, the crew member fell ill and required urgent medical 
assistance. Subsequently, the patient was transferred to a local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Yemen/ 27 Jun 21. 
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that a Marshall Islands flagged cargo vessel AM OCEAN PRIDE encountered 
engine failure off Yemen, Gulf of Aden. Reportedly, defect rectification on engine was undertaken onboard.  

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Al Mukalla, Yemen/ 27 Jun 21. 
 

On 27 Jun 21, it was reported that a Singapore flagged cargo vessel POTENTIA encountered engine failure off 
Al Mukalla, Yemen. Reportedly, DI/DR on engine was undertaken onboard. 

 

• SAR/ Off Satun, Thailand/ 29 Jun 21. 
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that Thai authorities rescued four personnel from a fishing boat POR DAENG 
CHAROENCHA off Satun, Thailand. Reportedly, the personnel raised a distress alert after their boat started 
sinking. Subsequently, the authorities approached the distressed boat, rescued the stranded personnel and 
successfully towed the boat to ashore. 
 

• Sunk/ Off Bali, Indonesia/ 29 Jun 21. 
 

On 29 Jun 21, it was reported that the Indonesian flagged ferry KMP YUNICEE with 
15 crew and 42 passengers onboard sank off Bali, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel 
developed a list due to shifting of loaded vehicles onboard and eventually sank. It was 
reported that 44 personnel were rescued, six lost their lives and seven were missing.  
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• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Sedili Kechi, Malaysia/ 30 Jun 21. 
 
On 30 Jun 21, the Malaysian authorities detained a Sierra Leone flagged tanker with seven crew members 
onboard about 17 nm Northeast of Tanjung Sedili Kechi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew members failed to 
submit legal documents. The crew and the vessel were taken into custody for further investigation. 
 

• SAR/ Off Kubbar Island, Kuwait/ 30 Jun 21. 
 

On 30 Jun 21, it was reported that Kuwait authorities rescued 11 women from a rented boat in Kubbar Island, 
Kuwait. Reportedly, the personnel raised a distress alert after their boat started sinking. Subsequently, the 
authorities rescued all personnel and assisted them ashore. 
 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Yemen, Gulf of Aden/ 30 Jun 21. 
 
On 30 Jun 21, it was reported a Liberian flagged cargo vessel AGIA YPOMONI experienced mechanical failure 
while transiting in Gulf of Aden. Reportedly, the vessel resumed her voyage after four hours.  
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kendi Island, Malaysia / 30 Jun 21. 
 

On 30 Jun 21, the Malaysian authorities detained a Hong Kong flagged tanker NEW 
LAUREL with 27 personnel onboard about 57 nm Southwest of Kendi Island, Malaysia. 
Reportedly, the authorities detained the vessel for violating the standard operating 
procedure (SOP) of the movement control order in the area. The suspects and the 
vessel were taken into custody for further investigation. 
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Environmental Security 
 

 

Oil Leakage from MV DEVON in Bay of Bengal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On 16 Jun 21, it was reported that a Portugal flagged container ship MV DEVON with 17 crew members and 
382 containers onboard experienced an oil leak about 260 nm South-East of Chennai, India. Reportedly, the 
vessel developed a crack in portside fuel tank area followed by the oil leak while it was enroute from 
Colombo, Sri Lanka to Haldia, India. All fuel in damaged fuel tank was pumped to another tank. It was 
reported that about 10,000 ltr fuel was leaked. The vessel resumed its voyage to her next port of call on 17 
Jun 21.  
 

Fire Onboard MV X-PRESS PEARL and Subsequent Sinking off Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
➢ On 20 May 21, a Singapore flagged containership MV X-PRESS PEARL caught fire while anchored 
about 9.5 nm NW of Colombo, Sri Lanka.  On 25 May, an explosion took place inside the vessel. All 25 crew 
members were evacuated safely. However, two Indian crew members sustained injuries and were admitted 
to the Colombo's National Hospital of Sri Lanka. Indian ships and aircrafts were dispatched to assist Sri 
Lankan authorities for firefighting and rescue operations on 25 May. Indian Coast Guard specialised pollution 
response vessel SAMUDRA PRAHARI was deployed for the operations commencing 29 May. The fire was 
under control by AM 30 May; however, the efforts continued till 01 Jun when the salvors boarded the vessel 
for first inspection. Salvors found that the engine room was completely flooded and smoke was still coming 
out from cargo hold 1, 2 and 3 intermittently. Salvors set up a tow line on 02 Jun to pull the vessel away from 
the coast. The operations were aborted after the stern of the ship hit the bottom.  
 
➢ INS SARVEKSHAK, Indian Navy’s Hydrographic Survey Ship which 
was deployed for survey Ops around the site commencing 25 Jun, detected 54 
prominent underwater debris from MV X-PRESS PEARL and one additional 
uncharted wreck was identified.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Hospital_of_Sri_Lanka
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Fire Onboard MV X-PRESS PEARL and Subsequent Sinking off Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
➢ As per a report by OCEANSWELL, MV X-PRESS PEARL was transporting 78 tonnes of low-density 
polyethylene pellets called nurdles in three containers. Nurdles are used as a raw material for the 
manufacture of plastic bags. Large quantities of nurdles were washed up on the beaches closest to the 
where the ship was anchored. These were transported onshore because of the strong winds and high waves 
present at that time. These nurdles are expected to continue to be present in the surface waters of the Indian 
Ocean for many decades and will make landfall in many of the Indian Ocean countries (e.g. Indonesia, India, 
Maldives, Somalia) because of the reversing monsoon currents in the region. The surface currents, sea 
surface temperatures along with the location of nurdles around Sri Lanka are shown below.   
 

 
Predicted surface currents (black arrows), sea surface temperature (colour contour) and locations of nurdles 

(black dots) on 31 May (left) and 4 June (right). The location of the X-Press Pearl is shown as a red dot. 
 

➢  Of the chemicals on board, nitric acid appears to be of the most concern. The 25 tonnes of nitric acid 
at a density of 1510 kgm–3 amounts to 16.5 m3. Considering the higher density of the nitric acid compared to 
that of seawater and a very small volume compared to that of the ocean, the acid is envisaged to be sunk 
and mixed in the water column rapidly aided by the high winds experienced. Thus, the impact of these 
chemicals in the marine environment would be negligible. 
 
➢ The other major concern is an oil spill. It has been estimated that the ship contained ~300 tonnes of 
fuel or bunker oil in its tanks. It is uncertain whether some or all of the oil was burnt during the fire. The oil 
plume is envisaged not to make a landfall but extend up to 35 km to the north view prevalent winds and 
currents during incident.  

                         
Source: https://oceanswell.org/ocean-chronicles/x-press-pearl-incident-in-sri-lanka-an-oceanographic-
perspective 

 

https://oceanswell.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/figure-2-1024x683.jpg
https://oceanswell.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/figure-2-1024x683.jpg
https://oceanswell.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/figure-2-1024x683.jpg
https://oceanswell.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/figure-2-1024x683.jpg
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• Global Fishing Watch launches new technology to enhance ocean management. 
 

 
Global Fishing Watch has launched an innovative technology portal to help 
strengthen management of marine protected areas (MPAs) and other effective 
area-based conservation measures (OECMs). The portal hosts diverse 
datasets and analysis tools to support marine spatial planning and ocean 
stewardship. The portal allows marine managers and researchers to monitor 
vessels involved in commercial fishing and other activities, such as vessels 
involved in tourism, oil drilling and shipping. Vessel information can be 
overlaid with environmental datasets such as salinity and sea surface 
temperature to understand climate change impacts over time. 

 

• Crew Change Indicator shows increase in seafarers stranded onboard. 
 

The second Neptune Declaration Crew Change Indicator was published on 01 
Jun 21, revealing that the number of seafarers onboard vessels beyond the 
expiry of their contract of employment has risen to 7.4% from 5.8% in May, 
representing a 24.1% relative increase. The developments are mostly driven 
by the rise in Covid-19 cases in important seafaring nations, such as India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the Philippines, and subsequently 
increased restrictions in major seafaring hubs. Input from the ship managers 
also indicates seafarers continue to have limited vaccine access, which would 
be a critical step forward to resolve the issue. 

 

• Mumbai Port signs deal to build new LNG terminal. 
 

Mumbai Port Trust has inked a license agreement with the SP Armada Clean Energy Ventures Private Limited 
(SPACEVPL) to design, build and operate a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) in Mumbai 
Harbor. The company will be operating and maintaining the FSRU infrastructure in Mumbai harbor for the next 
30 years. There are five LNG terminals on the west coast of India, namely Hazira, Dahej, Dabhol, Kochi, and 
Jaigarh. The proposed Mumbai terminal will be the sixth LNG terminal on the west coast of India.  

 

• IMO Maritime Safety Committee gives New Guidance for Vessel Autonomy. 
 

The Maritime Safety Committee finalised its regulatory scoping exercise (RSE) 
on Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships. In step with other IMO meetings in 
recent years, the MASS (Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships) working group 
reporting to MSC 103 proposed a holistic approach to future rule development 
and progress towards a goal-based MASS instrument. One option being 
considered under the holistic approach foresees establishing a “MASS 
Code," with goal(s), functional requirements and corresponding regulations, 
suitable for all four degrees of autonomy, and addressing the various gaps and 
themes identified by the regulatory scoping exercise (RSE). 

 

• 7th Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 

The 7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), a biennial event, 
was hosted by the French Navy at La Réunion from 28 June to 01 July 2021. 
IONS, conceived by the Indian Navy in 2008, seeks to enhance maritime 
cooperation among Navies of the littoral states of the IOR by providing an 
open and inclusive forum for discussion of regionally relevant maritime issues 
that would lead to common understanding on the way ahead. France has 
assumed the Chairmanship on 29 Jun 21 for a two-year tenure.   

Information/ Events of Interest 
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• Global Initiative to tackle Zero-Emission ships by 2030. 
 

Mission Innovation, the global initiative to accelerate public and private clean 
energy innovation to address climate change, has launched a new Mission for 
Shipping initiative with the goal of decarbonising the shipping sector. Led by 
Denmark, Norway and United States, Mission for Shipping has a goal of 
enabling 5% of the global deep-sea shipping fleet to run on zero-emission 
fuels by 2030 by supporting public-private cooperation and increasing 
research and development to transition to zero-carbon fuels and propulsion 
systems. In addition, it wants to see 200 ships primarily using these fuels 
across the world’s main deep sea shipping routes, which the Mission for 
Shipping says will lay the foundation for increasing numbers in the following 
years towards zero-emission shipping. 

 

• Indian Government to prioritise vaccination to seafarers.  
 

India’s Union Minister of State for Ports, Shipping and Waterways (I/C) and 
Chemicals & Fertilisers has reviewed the status of vaccination to the seafarers. 
He suggested that the seafaring industry should not get hampered due to non-
vaccination and emphasised that all efforts should be made to get the seafarers 
vaccinated before joining their scheduled duties on board. Six Major Ports which 
includes Mumbai Port Trust, Cochin Port Trust, Chennai Port Trust, 
Visakhapatnam Port Trust, Kolkata Port Trust and Tuticorin Port Trust have 
started vaccinating seafarers at their port hospital. Moreover, a private hospital in 
Kerala has also been roped in for vaccinating seafarers. 

 

• Theme for World Ocean Day 2021 by United Nations. 
 

“The Ocean: Life and Livelihoods” is the theme for World Oceans Day 2021 by 
United Nations. This year's theme is especially relevant in the lead-up to the UN 
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development, which will run from 2021 
to 2030. The Decade will strengthen international cooperation to develop the 
scientific research and innovative technologies that can connect ocean science 
with the needs of society. The purpose of the Day is to inform the public of the 
impact of human actions on the ocean, develop a worldwide movement of citizens 
for the ocean, and mobilise and unite the world’s population on a project for the sustainable management of 
the world's oceans. 

 

• Record number of crew abandonment cases reported in 2020. 
 

Crew abandonments continue to be a major issue in shipping with the number of vessels listed on the 
international abandonment database rising from 34 in 2018, to 40 in 2019, to a record high of 85 in 2020, 
International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF) reported. In 2020, the ITF lodged 60 of the 85 the cases 
which appeared in the ILO abandonment database, representing hundreds of seafarers who were owed 
wages, repatriation flights or both. 

 

• Kenya to intensify efforts to curb illegal fishing along its coastal strip. 
 

Francis Owino, the principal secretary in the State Department for Fisheries, 
Aquaculture and the Blue Economy, said during a virtual that Kenyais 
collaborating with the World Bank to implement the 10 billion shillings (about 
92.68 million U.S. dollars) Kenya Marine Fisheries and Socio-Economic 
Development (KEMFSED) Project." This project will support sustainable marine 
fisheries and income diversification for rural coastal communities, and more so 
fishers who depend on fishing for livelihood," Owino said. Kenya became a party 
to Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing on 24 October 2017. 
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• Shipping industry welcomes Nigeria’s “Deep Blue” project. 
 

Nigeria has today announced a significant investment in military and law 
enforcement infrastructure, called Deep Blue Project, to secure its maritime 
domain as part of a stepping up of actions to address the ongoing piracy 
issue in the Gulf of Guinea. Managed by the Nigerian Maritime Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), the multi-agency project will significantly increase 
maritime security in the region, an area blighted by piracy, armed robbery, 
and other maritime crimes. A central command and control centre based in 
Lagos will oversee a network of integrated assets including two special 
mission vessels, two special mission long- range aircraft, 17 fast-response vessels capable of speeds of 50 
knots, three helicopters, and four airborne drones, providing 24/7 cover for the region. 
 

• India-Thailand coordinated patrol (CORPAT) in Andaman Sea. 
 

The Indian and Thai navies began a three-day coordinated patrol in the 
strategically located Andaman Sea on 09 Jun 21 and ended on 11 Jun 21 
. The Indian Navy's offshore patrol vessel INS SARYU and the Thai ship 
KRABI, along with Dornier maritime patrol aircraft from both navies, 
participated in the 31st edition of the India-Thailand coordinated patrol 
(CORPAT). The navies of both countries have been biannually undertaking 
CORPAT since 2005.  

 

• Indian Government approves India’s Deep Ocean Mission.  
 

The Indian Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on 16 Jun 21 approved the Deep Ocean Mission of the 
Ministry of Earth Sciences with a view to explore the deep ocean for resources and develop deep-sea 
technologies for sustainable use of ocean resources. The meeting was chaired by Prime Minister of India. The 
Deep Ocean Mission will be a mission mode project to support the blue economy initiatives of the Government 
of India. The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) will be the nodal Ministry implementing this multi-institutional 
ambitious mission. 

 

• IMO bans paint substance cybutryne as toxic. 
 

During the 76th session of the Maritime Environmental Protection Committee (MEPC 76), the IMO has banned 
the use of cybutryne in antifouling systems (AFS) from 01 Jan 23. IMO took this decision as studies have 
proven that the substance is harmful to a variety of marine organisms. After the International Convention on the 
Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships (AFS Convention) took effect in 2008, tributyltin (TBT) was 
removed from anti-fouling paints and replaced by several new biocides. One of these replacements was 
cybutryne which is used in hull paint to prevent biofouling growth. 

 

• IMO MEPC 76: The carbon intensity measure in detail. 
 

The IMO MEPC 76 adopted a short-term annual ship CO2 intensity reduction target aimed at meeting the 
target set in the Initial GHG Strategy – to reduce carbon intensity of all ships by 40% by 2030, compared to 
2008. These will be mandatory measures under MARPOL Annex VI. This would enable the operational carbon 
intensity rating to be determined. The rating would be given on a scale – 
operational carbon intensity rating A, B, C, D or E – indicating a major 
superior, minor superior, moderate, minor inferior, or inferior performance 
level. The performance level would be recorded in the ship’s Ship Energy 
Efficiency Management Plan  (SEEMP).  
 

• IUU vessel-tracker shows possible widespread abuse of AIS switch-off capability. 
 

The new tool, the IUU Vessel Tracker, was launched on Wednesday, 16 Jun 21, by non-governmental 
organization Oceana. It uses Global Fishing Watch tracking data cross-indexed with a list of vessels linked to 
IUU compiled by regional fishery management organisations and Norway-based nonprofit Trygg Mat Tracking. 
Oceana’s launch of the IUU Vessel Tracker comes amidst an intense debate amongst member-countries of the 
World Trade Organisation, which are currently negotiating a deal on ending harmful subsidies for fisheries in 
order to reduce IUU fishing and overfishing. 



 54     

  

• Indonesia and US to build maritime training center at mouth of Malacca. 
 

Indonesia and the United States have broken ground on a new $3.5 million maritime training center in the 
strategic area of Batam, Riau Islands. Attending the ceremony virtually on Friday, the U.S. ambassador to 
Indonesia, Sung Kim, said that the maritime center would be part of ongoing efforts between the two countries 
to bolster security in the region. The training center, located at the strategic meeting point of the Malacca Strait 
and the South China Sea, will be run by Bakamla. 

 

• ITF calling ship owners to suspend crew change around in northern Mozambique. 
 

 Shipowners should stop crew change around in northern Mozambique as seafarers are at risk of attack or 
kidnapping by violent terrorist groups operating in the region, the International Transport Workers’ Federation 
(ITF) said, joining calls by the Norwegian Maritime Unions (NMU) for a crew change suspension until the threat 
reduces in the area.  The NMU has written to the Norwegian Shipowners Association (NSA) asking the body’s 
members to avoid the province of Cabo Delgado since violence escalated in recent weeks due the growing 
power of terror organizations, such as ISIL-affiliated Ansar-al-Sunna and local cells of al-Shabab. 

 

• Iran to Open Maritime Security Coordination Center in Chabahar. 
 

 Iran’s Navy commander unveiled plans for the inauguration of a center in the country’s southeastern port city 
of Chabahar for international cooperation on maritime security. The Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Hossein 
Khanzadi delivered an address to the 7th meeting of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), held on 
Reunion Island. The Commander stated that the Iranian Navy will do its utmost to pave the way for regional 
interaction by opening the ‘Coordination Center on International Cooperation for Maritime Security’ in 
Chabahar, located in southeast Iran. 

 

• Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Jul 21 in IOR region has been uploaded 
on IFC-IOR website for reference.  
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Disclaimer 
Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 
and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and 
open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort 
has been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent 
usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all 
stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and 
prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime 
domain.  The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of 
the views of the Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please 
contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 
Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 
Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 
Fax: -  +91 1242209385 
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