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SCOPE
IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance
maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with
national and regional agencies as well as like-minded organisations/ Centres to generate
comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual collaboration is further enhanced
with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations positioned at
the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the
Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better
understanding of the maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various
maritime security threats are monitored on a daily basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and
is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security analysis culminates in the
form of MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Feb – 28 Feb 21 have
been categorised under the following heads:(a) Piracy and Armed Robbery

(b) Maritime Terrorism

(c) Contraband Smuggling

(d) Irregular Human Migration

(e) Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing

(f) Maritime Incidents

(g) Natural Events

(h) Environmental Security
OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS

219 incidents were monitored in the wider
Indian Ocean Region in the month of Feb 21.
Maritime incidents comprised nearly one
third of the total and were followed by
Irregular Human Migration, Contraband
Smuggling, IUU fishing and Piracy & Armed
Robbery.
Additionally, the Centre also monitors the
maritime traffic in IOR. As per data
observed, in 2020 approximately 145,000
vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of
13,000-15,000 distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of Feb 21, the
number has been observed to be around 46,971.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Piracy & Armed Robbery

IUU Fishing

Irregular Human Migration

Contraband Smuggling

Maritime Incidents

Maritime Terrorism

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been
monitored under various maritime security threat categories for the month of Feb
21.
• Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 15% decrease in the number of
incidents monitored by the Centre in Feb 21 as compared to Jan 21 and a 34%
decrease from Feb 20. The Centre recorded nine incidents in Gulf of Guinea (same
as Feb 20, but 18% decrease from Jan 21). This is followed by two sea thefts in
Straits of Malacca and Singapore, two each suspicious approach in Gulf of Aden &
Red Sea, a sea robbery off Iraq and a sea theft off Indonesia. An incident which was
alarming in its nature and severity was the first hijacking of 2021 witnessed in GoG.
A fishing vessel was hijacked and used as a mothership to attack MVs in the area
by launching small boats. The vessel was released by the perpetrators after five
days and 10 crew members were kidnapped. As per reports monitored by the
Centre, the suspicious approaches reported in Gulf of Aden and Red Sea are
unlikely to be piratical in nature. However, the sighting of weapons in one incident
reinforces the need to follow safety measures promulgated in BMP5. While the
decrease in reported incidents in GoG as compared to Jan 21 is a positive indication
of efforts by regional agencies, the kidnapping of crew and occurrence of incidents
at extended ranges from the coast remains a concern. Thwarting of four attacks in
GoG due to presence of armed guards, evasive manoeuvres and crew retreating
into citadel, all in compliance with BMP WA is another positive. While the two thefts
onboard barges under tow in the Eastbound lane of the TSS is a concern for SOMS,
the quick enforcement action and subsequent arrest of perpetrators involved in one
of the incidents, by the Indonesia Navy is a huge positive.
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• Contraband Smuggling – The month of Feb 21 witnessed a 26% decrease in the
reported incidents as compared to Jan 21. This is a first reversal of the trend
observed in the consecutive months since Oct 20. Major drugs seized included
Methamphetamine, Cannabis, Ketum and Heroin. There was an exponential increase
in seized quantity of Methamphetamine as compared to Jan 21 attributable to a
single seizure of 41,200kg by Oman authorities. The continued seizure of large
quantities of methamphetamine by various agencies remains a huge a concern for
the region. The Centre continued to monitor seizures of turmeric as contraband
(banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka.
• IUU Fishing – The reported incidents of IUU fishing saw an increase of 76% as
compared to Jan 21 and this is the highest reported incidents in single month since
Oct 20. This increase is attributable to sharp rise in reported incidents of local IUU
fishing off Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines. Eight poaching incidents were
monitored by the Centre which is lower than the monthly average (11 incidents)
observed for 2020. Poaching was reported off Comoros, Indonesia, Malaysia,

Maldives and Pakistan. A seasonal ban has been imposed by the State of Odisha,
India on fishing in vicinity of Gahirmatha Sanctuary from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21 to
protect Olive Ridley turtles during the breeding season.

• IHM Incidents – There was a minor decrease in the IHM incidents as compared
to the previous month. About 66% of the reported incidents were recorded across
the Mediterranean, 18% off Mayotte and remaining off Andaman Sea, Indonesia,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Oman, Vietnam and Somalia. The highest reported single
month crossings in the Mediterranean (36) and continued higher crossings off
Mayotte, highlight the risks taken by irregular migrants in search of better living.
• Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor decrease in the reported
maritime incidents from Jan 21. Further, a decrease was observed in the incidents
that involved collision between vessels at sea. There were no reports of significant
environmental damage in these incidents.
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• AND ARMED ROBBERY
PIRACY

17 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of
Feb 21. Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by two each in Gulf of Aden, Red Sea,
Straits of Malacca & Singapore and one each off Java Sea and Persian Gulf. This is a 15% decrease from the
reported incidents in Jan 21 and 34% decrease from the corresponding month of 2020, which could be attributed
to enhanced enforcement operations across the regions.
Incidents in GoG – Nine incidents were recorded in GoG in Feb 21, which is similar to reported incidents in Feb 20.
However, this is the lowest reported incidents in a single month since Oct 20. The month witnessed an incident of
hijacking, wherein the hijacked fishing vessel was used as a mothership to launch attacks against MVs in the area.
The hijacking situation culminated as an incident of kidnapping after the perpetrators kidnapped 10 crew members.
Six out of nine incidents were reported onboard vessels underway and all were recorded beyond 50nm from the coast.
The incidents observed during the month (based on nature of attacks and distance from coast) indicates the presence
of well-trained Pirate Action Groups (PAGs) in the region. A positive sign is thwarting of four attacks, due to crew
retreating into citadel, presence of guards and evasive manoeuvres in accordance with BMP WA.
Incidents in SOMS – Two incidents of Sea theft were reported in the region and both were reported in the eastbound
lane of the TSS. The incidents were reported during daytime and both were onboard barges under tow. A major
positive is the apprehension of perpetrators in one of the incidents by the Indonesian Navy.
Incidents in SE Asia – In addition to two incidents in SOMS, a sea theft was reported off Jakarta Port, Indonesia.
Incidents in the Gulf Region –Two each Suspicious Approach were reported in Gulf of Aden & Red Sea and a Sea
Robbery was reported off Iraq. As per periodic reports from DNK-IOC and MSCHoA, the suspicious approaches
are unlikely to be piratical in nature.
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SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS
The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Feb 21: •

Sea Theft/ Off Tema Anchorage, Ghana/ 01 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier VICTORIA HARBOUR off Tema
anchorage, Ghana on 01 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators. Upon
noticing the alert crew, the perpetrators escaped from the vessel. Subsequently, a search was conducted onboard and it
was reported that eight plugs of sounding pipes were missing. All crew members onboard were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Robbery/ Off Khor Abdullah Channel/ 01 Feb 21.

(Persian Gulf)

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Tanzania flagged supply vessel BARIQ off Khor Abdullah channel,
Iraq on 01 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of armed perpetrators. Subsequently, a
search was conducted onboard and it was reported that the perpetrators damaged ship’s communication equipment, stole
some electronic items and cash worth USD 13,600. All crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe. The
incident was reported to the local authorities.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Aden, Yemen/ 02 Feb 21.

(GoA)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier KEN STAR about 46 nm South
West of Aden, Yemen on 02 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by 10 small crafts while transiting in the
Gulf of Aden. Subsequently, the AST onboard the vessel displayed weapons which forced the perpetrators to abort the
approach. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Yemen, Red Sea/ 02 Feb 21.

(Red Sea)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Norwegian flagged tanker HOEGH GALLANT West of
Yemen, Red Sea on 02 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a big skiff with four crew and three small
skiffs with 2-3 crew onboard while transiting in the Red Sea and followed the vessel for about 30 mins. It was reported
that the crew on the skiffs appeared to be carrying weapons. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 04 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container vessel MSC PANAYA about 50 nm
South East of Brass, Nigeria on 04 Feb 20. Reportedly, six/ seven perpetrators onboard a speedboat approached the
vessel and closed to 1 cable. The presence of ladders or other piracy triggers could not be ascertained. However, the
crew and vessel were reported to be safe.
Steps taken by Nigerian Navy to fight piracy in GoG
➢ The Nigerian Navy has deployed 14 warships and two helicopters to tackle the rising cases of piracy in the Gulf of
Guinea (GoG).
➢ The fleet will conduct several exercises which include Anti-Piracy Operations, Protection of Oil and Gas facilities,
fleet manoeuvres, communication, Vessel Board Search and Seizure, Search and Rescue among others.
IMO had indicated an increase in sea crime around the GoG. The force reaffirmed its commitment to urgently restore
normalcy in the nation’s maritime zone and ensure a conducive environment for maritime business to flourish.

•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Sao Tome and Principe/ 06 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker SEA PHANTOM about
50 nm North East of Sao Tome and Principe on 06 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by eight armed
perpetrators while transiting in the area. The duty crew raised an alert and the crew members retreated into the citadel.
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The Master informed the incident to the local authorities and it was reported that Equatorial Guinea Navy dispatched a
naval vessel to assist the tanker. The perpetrators left the vessel prior arrival of the naval vessel. The crew were reported
to be safe and the tanker was escorted to Malabo, Equatorial Guinea by the naval vessel.

Comments. As per an analysis by Dryad Global, this is the ninth offshore incident this year and the fourth recorded
offshore illegal boarding. Total incidents throughout West Africa in 2020 showed a partial increase of 12% on those
of 2019. Incidents involving failed approaches showed a significant increase within 2020 with 25 such incidents
recorded against 10 in 2019.
•

Hijack & Kidnap/ Off Port Gentil, Gabon/ 08 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of hijack & kidnap was reported onboard a Gabon flagged fishing vessel LIANPENGYU 809 off Port Gentil,
Gabon on 08 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of armed perpetrators, who took over
the control from the Master. It was reported that the hijacked fishing vessel was later used for launching piratical attacks
against vessels in the area. The fishing vessel was intercepted by Gabon authorities on 12 Feb 21 and entered a port.
However, it was reported that the perpetrators escaped after kidnapping 10 crew members from the vessel.
Update on Crew Release in GoG
On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the 10 crew members (six Chinese nationals, three Indonesians and a Gabon
national) who were kidnapped off Gabon from fishing vessel LIANPENGYU 809 were released after being held in
captivity for 26 days.

Comments. It is highly likely that the attack was perpetrated by the same grouping that targeted the SEA
PHANTOM on 06 Feb 21.
•

Attempted Boarding/ Off Port Gentil, Gabon/ 08 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of attempted boarding was reported onboard a Bahamas flagged tanker SEA KING about 75 nm South West
of Port Gentil, Gabon on 08 Feb 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators on a small craft (launched by a mother ship)
approached and attempted to board the vessel using ladders. However, the crew retreated to the citadel and the vessel
undertook evasive manoeuvres which forced the perpetrators to abort the boarding. The vessel and the crew were
reported to be safe.
Gabon raises ISPS security level amid ongoing attacks
Considering the recent increase of pirate activity in the Gulf of Guinea and in the waters under Gabonese
jurisdiction, the Gabonese Authorities decided to raise the ISPS (International Ship & Port Security Code) Security
level for Gabonese waters and ports from MARSEC Level 1 to MARSEC Level 2, until further notice. All vessels are
advised to keep close VHF watch as the Gabonese Navy might call them and give instructions as they approach
Gabonese waters.
•

Attack/ Off Sao Tome and Principe/ 08 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Spain flagged tanker MADRID SPIRIT about 56 nm South West of Sao
Tome on 08 Feb 21. Reportedly, six armed perpetrators onboard a skiff (launched by a mother vessel) approached the
vessel and fired shots towards the bridge. An alarm was raised, the crew retreated to the citadel and the SSAS was
activated. The vessel undertook evasive manoeuvres which forced the perpetrators to abort the attack. The vessel and the
crew were reported to be safe.
Comments. As per an analysis by Dryad Global, this is the 12th offshore incident this year and notably this is the
fourth attack recorded within 2021 that occurred outside the JWRC HRA.
➢ Total incidents throughout West Africa in 2020 showed a partial increase of 12% on those of 2019. Incidents
involving failed approaches showed a significant increase within 2020 with 25 such incidents recorded against 10 in
2019.
➢ It is highly likely that perpetrators who hijacked the fishing vessel LIANPENGYU 809 are suspected to be
responsible.
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Use of Hijacked vessel as Mothership

Position of hijack of the fishing vessel
LIAN PENG YU 809

LIAN PENG YU 809 used as mother
vessel from different positions
Incidents of attempted boarding/ attacks
on other vessels

➢ As per reports, fishing vessel LIAN PENG YU 809, which was hijacked on 08 Feb 21, was used by the
perpetrators as a mother vessel from where smaller boats are launched to approach larger vessels.
➢ Reportedly, the tanker SEAKING sighted a small boat being launched from a suspected mother vessel nearby.
This incident occurred 14 nm South West off LIANPENGYU. There is a possibility that the LIANPENGYU was used
as a mother vessel to facilitate further attacks.
➢ Further reports indicate that the boat came alongside SEA KING and the perpetrators attempted to board the
vessel using ladders. The Master is understood to have taken evasive action and the original boarding failed. This is
the eleventh offshore incident this year and the fifth successful boarding. Notably, this is the third attack recorded
within 2021 that occurred outside the JWRC HRA.
➢ It is highly likely that the attack was perpetrated by the same grouping that targeted the SEA PHANTOM on 06
Feb 21. In addition to these incidents, MADRID SPIRIT was reportedly attacked 56 nm South West off Sao Tome,
on 08 Feb 21 by a fast craft with several perpetrators onboard.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Sao Tome and Principe/ 09 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Panama flagged tanker MARIA E about 112 nm North West of
Sao Tome and Principe on 09 Feb 21. It was reported that the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of
perpetrators. An alarm was raised and the crew retreated into the citadel. The incident was reported in the vicinity of the
hijacked fishing vessel LIANPENGYU 809. Regional Authorities and a warship in the vicinity escorted the tanker until
an Equatorial Guinea patrol boat took over and stayed with the tanker until it was safely anchored. All crew members
were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Robbery/ Off Pointe Noire Anchorage, Congo/ 09 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a container vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off Pointe Noire Anchorage,
Congo on 09 Feb 21. Reportedly, the duty crew noticed three perpetrators onboard the vessel and one of the perpetrators
was armed with a knife. Subsequently, the alarm was raised and upon noticing the alert crew, the perpetrators escaped.
A search was conducted onboard and it was found that one mooring line was stolen. However, the crew and the vessel
were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Nipa Island, Indonesia/ 09 Feb 21.

(SOMS)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Chinese flagged tug NING HAI TUO 6002 towing a barge DAQIA
HAIYU off Nipa Island, Indonesia on 09 Feb 21. Reportedly, two perpetrators onboard two skiffs boarded the vessel
while underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. A search was conducted
onboard the vessel and it was found that the perpetrators escaped with shackles. However, the crew and the vessel were
reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local port authorities.
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•

Sea Theft/ Off Jakarta Port, Indonesia/ 13 Feb 21.

(Java Sea)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged container vessel ALS JUVENTUS off Jakarta Port,
Indonesia on 13 Feb 21. A search was conducted onboard the vessel and it was reported that the padlock hinge for the
passageway door leading to the engine room was broken and the perpetrators escaped with some ship’s stores. However,
all crew members were reported to be safe and the incident was reported to the local authorities.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Hanish Islands, Yemen/ 19 Feb 21.

(Red Sea)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Singapore flagged bulk carrier NORD SUMMIT off Hanish
Islands, Yemen on 19 Feb 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators approached the vessel onboard a skiff.
Upon sighting the skiff the vessel carried out evasive measures, switched on its lights and sounded its horn.
Subsequently, the skiff aborted the approach and fled. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Riau Island, Indonesia/ 21 Feb 21.

(SOMS)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Malaysia flagged tug TB DANUM 50 towing a
barge LINAU 133 off Riau Islands, Indonesia on 21 Feb 21. Reportedly, five perpetrators onboard
two skiffs boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme
in the Singapore Straits. However, an Indonesian patrol vessel in vicinity apprehended the
perpetrators while they were unloading some goods from the barge to their speedboats. Upon
inspection it was found that 150 kg of steel wires was stolen. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation and the crew was reported to be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 26 Feb 21.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a France flagged supply vessel BOURBON EXPLORER 502 off Luanda
anchorage, Angola on 26 Feb 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel whilst at
anchorage. A search was conducted onboard and it was reported that the perpetrators escaped with some ship’s stores.
However, the crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Gulf of Aden/ 26 Feb 21.

(GoA)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a sailing vessel GIOKI D`ACQUA in the Gulf of Aden on 26
Feb 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators approached the vessel onboard two skiffs. However, the vessel
carried out evasive manoeuvres which caused the perpetrators to abort the approach. The crew was reported to be safe.
IMO urges action to deter piracy in Gulf of Guinea

IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim expressed his deep concern about the escalation in the number and severity of
attacks on ships and crew in the Gulf of Guinea. He insisted on the need for all stakeholders to work together to
restore security and reduce the threats to the safety and security of crew and vessels operating in the region. The
Secretary-General also highlighted that ships need to implement the IMO endorsed Best Management Practices
(BMP) for West Africa (WA) to avoid, deter, delay and report attacks. The BMP covers risk assessment, ship
protection measures and reporting. IMO intends to convene a maritime security working group focusing on the Gulf of
Guinea at the next session of the Maritime Safety Committee, MSC 103, scheduled to take place in May 21. This will
provide an opportunity for Member States and international organisations to discuss further collaboration and
possible action to address the existing problems. In a circular (No. 4382, issued on 10 Feb 21), the Secretary-General
said that IMO has been taking action to enhance the coordination of initiatives among stakeholders, including
facilitating meetings with representatives of the industry, the Nigeria Maritime Administration and Safety Agency
(NIMASA) and the Interregional Coordination Centre for the Implementation of Regional Strategy for Maritime Safety
and Security in Central and West Africa (ICC). The circular can be accessed at the following link:
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4382%
20-%20Piracy%20In%20The%20Gulf%20Of%20Guinea%20(Secretariat).pdf
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

44 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Feb 21. Majority of the
incidents were related to drug smuggling followed by tobacco and domestic product smuggling. This is the lowest
number of reported incidents since Oct 20 and a 26% decrease from reported incidents in Jan 21.
Drug Seizures – The number of reported drug seizures (19) saw a decrease from Jan 21. The drugs seized include
Methamphetamine (42,342kg), Cannabis (3,104kg), Ketum (400kg), Heroin (275kg) and Cocaine (30kg). The
continued high seizures of meth and an increase in seizure of Cannabis, which recorded an exponential
increase in reported quantities over Jan 21 remains a concern for the region. The seizures involving other
narcotics weighed about 2845 kg in Feb 21.
Domestic Product Smuggling – Six incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Feb 21 which
included two seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan authorities weighing about 1,924 kg. One incident of textile
smuggling was reported off Indonesia and one domestic product smuggling off Philippines. The Centre
monitored a seizure of about 336,200 kg of frozen meat in the two reported incidents off Malaysia.
Natural Resource Smuggling – One incident involving seizure of 5,700 Mangrove logs was reported off Malaysia.
Cigarette Smuggling – Ten incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported in Feb 21, four off Philippines, three
off Indonesia, two off Malaysia and one off India.
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SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS
•

Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Tulehu, Indonesia/ 02 Feb 21.

(Alcohol)

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 600 ltr of traditional alcohol ‘SOPI’ onboard a speed
boat off the Port of Tulehu, Indonesia. The contraband was reportedly packed inside 11 sacks. However, the suspect in
connection with this incident was not found. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
Comments. SOPI is the local name of a liquor that is manufactured by evaporating liquid palm sugar of Lontar trees
and is produced by the community in East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia. Sopi comes from the Dutch word ‘zoopje’,
meaning liquid alcohol.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Thalahena, Sri Lanka/ 03 Feb 21.

(Heroin)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended a suspect for smuggling small quantity of
heroin off Thalahena, Sri Lanka. Alongwith the seizure, the officials also seized a luxury SUV, two vans, and a car
worth USD 258,000. The suspect and seizure were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Kurung Tengar, Malaysia/ 03 Feb 21.

(Ketum Leaves)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 400 kg ketum leaves off Kurung Tengar, Malaysia.
Reportedly, authorities apprehended four suspects while they were unloading black bags filled with ketum. The
consignment was prepared to be smuggled via sea-route with an estimated value of about USD 17,700. The suspects and
the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
•

Wildlife Smuggling/ Off South Sulawesi, Indonesia/ 03 Feb 21.

(Animals)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized a passenger vessel
PRINCE SOYA off South Sulawesi, Indonesia. Reportedly, unknown suspects attempted to
smuggle 19 long-tailed monkeys and five beavers onboard the vessel to a foreign country. The
case was registered for further investigation and a search was initiated to locate the suspects.
World Wildlife Crime Report - UNODC
The trafficking of wildlife is increasingly recognised as both a specialised area of
organised crime and a significant threat to many plant and animal species. In the past
four years, new trends have emerged in Wildlife Crime. UNODC Wildlife Crime report
gives insights to the latest trends on markets for illicit rosewood, ivory, rhino horn,
pangolin scales, reptiles, big cats and European Eel. The second edition of the World
Wildlife Crime Report takes stock of the present wildlife crime situation with a focus on
illicit trafficking of specific protected species of wild fauna & flora and provides a broad
assessment of the nature and extent of the problem at the global level. The World
Wildlife Crime Report by UNODC can be accessed at the following link:
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wildlife.html

•

Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Makassar Port, Indonesia/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 268
red and rainbow parrots via sea-route off Makassar port, Indonesia. Reportedly, the birds were
stuffed inside five-wire cages covered with plastic sacks. Nine of them reportedly lost lives due
to suffocation. The case was transferred to the local authorities for further investigation.

(Birds)
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•

Alcohol & Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 03 Feb 21.

(Alcohol & Cigarette)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities in separate incidents seized a
large quantity of alcoholic drink cases and cigarette boxes in the waters off Batam, Indonesia.
The contraband reportedly arrived illegally via sea-route and was handed over to Customs
officials for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 04 Feb 21.

(Cellular Phone)

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized smuggled cellular phones and
other goods (cigarettes, medicines, liquor etc) at a storage facility off Manila International container
port, Philippines. The items were reportedly smuggled into the country without a valid permit. The
seizure estimated to be worth USD 300,000 was handed over to local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Batu Pahat, Malaysia/ 04 Feb 21.

(Mangrove Log)

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 5,700
mangrove logs onboard a vessel KM BERKAT MERANTI GT 32 off Batu Pahat, Malaysia.
Reportedly, officials apprehended four suspects along with the prohibited wooden logs. The suspects
and seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
Comments. Mangrove ecosystems are important for the maintenance of the local coastal fishery industry in
Malaysia. The fisheries products that are harvested from the mangrove ecosystem include many shrimp species,
crabs and gastropods. Together, they provide an important commercial food source. Under natural conditions,
mangrove forests act as seaward barriers against coastal erosion and help stabilise the coastline. They protect
coastal areas against natural disasters such as tsunamis and cyclones resulting from rises in sea levels, especially on
small islands. The mangroves have been damaged due to processes that include illegal logging, agriculture activities
and urbanisation. As per reports, Malaysian authorities have introduced tough penalties for illegal loggers in forest
law reform.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 06 Feb 21.

(Cocaine)

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the South African authorities seized 30 kg cocaine from a
Singapore flagged container vessel off Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The contraband was
reportedly stuffed inside 30 packages (approx one kg each) and was hidden inside the technical
compartment of a refrigerated container. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be
worth USD 955,400 and was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. Cocaine is a strong stimulant made from coca leaves. It is commonly snorted, inhaled as smoke, or
dissolved and injected into a vein. As a street drug, cocaine appears as a fine, white, crystalline powder and is also
known as Coke, C, Snow, Powder, or Blow. Street dealers often dilute (or “cut”) it with non-psychoactive substances
such as cornstarch, talcum powder, flour, or baking soda to increase their profits. They may also adulterate cocaine
with other drugs like procaine or amphetamine.
•

Alcohol & Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Seraya Island, Indonesia/ 06 Feb 21.

(Cigarette & Alcohol)

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle cigarettes and alcohol off
Seraya Island, Indonesia. The consignment reportedly included 100 cases of alcohol cans and 152 boxes of cigarettes.
The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation and a search was initiated to locate the
suspect in connection with this incident.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Pallivasalthurai, Sri Lanka/ 07 Feb 21.

(Turmeric)

On 07 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized about 1,500 kg turmeric hidden in the beach area off
Pallivasalthurai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure was stuffed inside 50 sand-bags and smuggled from a foreign
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country via sea-route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 38,900. The authorities
apprehended one suspect in connection with the incident. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 07 Feb 21.

(Crystal Meth)

On 07 Feb 21, it was reported that the Omani authorities apprehended three suspects for smuggling
over 41,200 kg crystal meth off Muscat, Oman. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to smuggle the
contraband via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Zambezia, Mozambique/ 07 Feb 21.

(Cannabis)

On 07 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mozambican authorities apprehended two suspects for smuggling over 100 kg
cannabis off Zambezia, Mozambique. Reportedly, the contraband arrived from a foreign country via sea-route. The
suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
UNODC’s Strategic Vision for Africa 2030

➢ UNODC’s Strategic Vision for Africa 2030 outlines the mission to provide more safety to Africa’s people,
government and institutions from drugs, crime, corruption, terrorism and illicit financial flows. UNODC’s Vision 2030
seeks to strengthen crime prevention, enhance justice, address organised crime, ensure a balanced response to drugs,
improve the rule of law and bolster resilience.
➢ Building on decades of partnership and engagement with African countries, it will work within the unique mandate
towards these goals with a focus on whole-of-society approaches and inclusion of the most vulnerable and
marginalised populations.
➢ Africa has made considerable gains towards the Sustainable Development Goals and the aspirations of the Agenda
2063 of the African Union.
➢ Around the globe and in Africa, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic threatens to reverse progress, hitting those
most vulnerable hardest, and risking them being left behind further.
➢ In response to Africa’s challenges, UNDOC will apply its unique value proposition of analytic, normative and
technical cooperation. UNODC Africa Vision goals include (a) forging strong partnerships (b) reinforcing the role of
women (c) empowering youth (d) prioritising prevention-based approaches (e) integrating innovation (f) eliminating
discrimination & stigma. The full vision document can be accessed on the following link:
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/strategy/africa-vision.html
•

Fuel Smuggling/ Off Pakistan/ 08 Feb 21.

(Diesel)

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended 11 suspects from two boats AL ASIF and AL
SHAMS for smuggling diesel from a foreign country off Pakistan. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to smuggle 64,000
ltr of diesel without payment of duty and taxes. The suspects and the seized diesel were handed over to Customs
officials for further investigation.
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•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Kelantan, Malaysia/ 08 Feb 21.

(Syabu)

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 402 kg syabu off Kelantan,
Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed in 10 black sacks labelled as a foreign brand tea.
However, the suspects escaped upon noticing the approaching patrol team. The estimated value of
the seizure was reported to be about USD 3.9 million and was handed over to local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Emas Port, Indonesia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Textile)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 537 balls of used clothes and 5800 rolls of textiles
onboard the vessel KLM HIKMAH JAYA TIGA off Tanjung Emas Port, Indonesia. Reportedly, the crew onboard did not
possess valid documents. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 01 million and was handed
over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Bireuen, Indonesia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Crystal Meth)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 300 kg crystal meth from a boat off Bireuen,
Indonesia. Upon noticing the approaching patrol boats, the suspects fled away leaving the contraband onboard. The
seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation and a search was initiated to locate the suspects.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Preah Sihanouk, Cambodia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Meth)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Cambodian Naval authorities seized 23 boxes of meth floating
in the waters of Preah Sihanouk, Cambodia. The contraband was stuffed inside 461 packets and
weighed about 464 kg. The seizure was reportedly smuggled from a foreign country via sea-route and
was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Meat)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 335,900 kg meat at the North
Butterworth Container Terminal, Penang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the product was smuggled from a
foreign country via sea-route without valid documents and was found stuffed in 17,370 boxes inside
12 containers. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 989,100 and was
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 11 Feb 21.

(Crystal Meth)

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 11 suspects attempting
to smuggle drugs into the country via sea-route off Aceh, Indonesia. The contraband comprised
353 kg crystal meth that reportedly arrived from a foreign country. The seizure and the suspects
were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Weapon Smuggling/ Off Somalia/ 12 Feb 21.

(Weapon)

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that USS WINSTON S CHURCHILL seized illicit weapons from
two dhows off the coast of Somalia. Reportedly, the weapons were discovered during a flag
verification boarding undertaken by the ship’s boarding team. The authorities recovered a large
quantity of AK-47 assault rifles, light machine guns, heavy sniper rifles and rocket-propelled
grenade launchers, along with components such as barrels, stocks, optical scopes and weapon
systems from the boat. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 12 Feb 21.

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that the French frigate JEAN BART operating in support of the
CMF seized over 2900 kg cannabis from a dhow TARIK about 102 nm South East of Oman.

(Cannabis)
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Upon noticing the approaching patrol team, the suspects dumped the contraband into the sea and attempted to flee.
However, the authorities seized the dhow and recovered the contraband. The estimated value of the seizure was reported
to be worth USD 1.5 million.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Jayapura Port, Indonesia / 13 Feb 21.

(Cannabis)

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a suspect onboard a boat for attempting to
smuggle cannabis (quantity not mentioned) off Jayapura Sea Port, Indonesia. The contraband was reportedly stuffed
inside plastic duct tape packed in a red bag. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Misamis Oriental, Philippines/ 14 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized smuggled cigarettes off Misamis Oriental port,
Philippines. Reportedly, the consignment arrived in two shipments separately from a foreign country and were misdeclared as furniture. The seizure with an estimated worth of USD 174 million was handed over to the local officials for
further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Pulau Gaya Dulang, Malaysia/ 14 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 30 cartons of cigarettes onboard an unregistered boat
off Pulau Gaya Dulang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the cartons arrived from a foreign country without valid import permit.
The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 480 and was handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Pulau Bohey Dulang Island, Malaysia/ 14 Feb 21.

(Meat)

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 300 kg meat from a boat off
Pulau Bohey Dulang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the product was stuffed inside 20 boxes and
prepared to be smuggled to a foreign country without a valid export permit. The estimated value
of the seizure was reported to be about USD 600.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Uduthurai, Sri Lanka/ 15 Feb 21.

(Cannabis)

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended two suspects with cannabis
onboard a dinghy off Uduthurai, Sri Lanka. The consignment weighing about 12 kg was stuffed
inside five packages and was suspected to be smuggled into the country via sea route. The
estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 25,500 and was handed over to the
local officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 16 Feb 21.

(Crystal Meth)

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended a suspect attempting to
smuggle crystal meth off Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the consignment weighed 25 kg and was
suspected to be smuggled into the country via sea-route. The suspect and the seizure were handed
over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Mazyouna, Oman/ 16 Feb 21.

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized 1,182 packages of khat off Port
Mazyouna, Oman. Reportedly, the contraband arrived from a foreign country via sea-route and was
hidden under the base of a trailer. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.

(Khat)
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•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Sandakan, Malaysia/ 16 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 103,400 cigarettes with unpaid taxes off Sandakan,
Malaysia. Upon inspection, the contraband was found hidden within the wall and under the floor of the premises. The
contraband reportedly arrived from a foreign country via sea-route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be
worth USD 4,600 and was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 16 Feb 21.

(Turmeric)

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended two suspects and seized 412 kg
dried turmeric off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the suspects were attempting to smuggle the
commodity into the island by a dinghy. The turmeric was found stuffed into 12 gunny sacks. The
suspects and seizure were taken into custody for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 16 Feb 21.

(Cannabis)

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended one suspect and seized 02 kg cannabis off Mannar,
Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was believed to be smuggled into the country via sea-route. The suspect and
seizure were taken into custody for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off North Arabian Sea/ 17 Feb 21.

(Narcotics)

On 17 Feb 21, it was reported that HMS MONTROSE deployed as part of the CMF seized 2400
kg narcotics from two dhows in the Northern Arabian sea. Reportedly, the boarding teams
recovered 275 kg heroin from the first dhow. In the second incident, the teams intercepted a
suspicious boat and seized 2145 kg of narcotics which included hashish, heroin and meth. The
estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 15 million. The seizure was taken
into custody for further investigation.
•

Alcohol & Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 20 Feb 21.

(Alcohol & Cigarette)

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that a wooden boat loaded with illegal alcoholic drinks and
cigarettes alongwith nine personnel onboard ran aground off Batam, Indonesia. Upon noticing the
approaching patrol boats, the suspects fled away and subsequently, the vessel ran aground.
However, the authorities recovered the contraband and initiated a search to locate the suspects.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 21 Feb 21.

(Cannabis)

On 21 Feb 21, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu police seized 90 kg cannabis (ganja) off Tamil Nadu, India.
Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside three sacks and was prepared to be smuggled to a foreign country via searoute. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 22 Feb 21.

(Drug)

On 22 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized two boats with smuggled contraband
(type and quantity not mentioned) off Muscat, Oman. The seizure was handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Sulu, Philippines/ 23 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended eight crew members onboard a fishing boat
off Sulu, Philippines. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to smuggle 360 master cases of undocumented cigarettes worth
USD 355,800 from a foreign country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
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•

Fuel Smuggling/ Off Hai Phong, Vietnam/ 23 Feb 21.

(Diesel)

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities apprehended a vessel HP-1702 with three
suspects onboard off Hai Phong, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel was transporting 20,000 ltr diesel
oil without any valid documents. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Pishukan, Pakistan/ 24 Feb 21.

(Narcotics)

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities seized 700 kg narcotics (type not mentioned) off the coast of
Pishukan, Pakistan. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 13.8 million. The contraband was
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Tobacco & Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Bataan, Philippines/ 24 Feb 21.

(Cigarette and Rice)

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs (BOC) authorities seized a consignment of smuggled
cigarettes and rice worth USD 5.3 million off Bataan, Philippines. Reportedly, the consignment arrived from a foreign
country with fake documents. The consignment was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. In 2020, the BOC seized smuggled goods worth USD 20 million, with cigarettes accounting for more
than half of its total haul. In terms of the estimated value of smuggled goods that the BOC seized in 2020, cigarettes
comprised 54 %, followed by illegal drugs and counterfeit goods.
•

Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Al Wajajah Port, Oman/ 25 Feb 21.

(Alcohol)

On 25 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized over 20,500 bottles of smuggled alcohol off Al Wajajah
port, Oman. Reportedly, the illicit consignment was hidden among the boxes of other goods. The contraband was
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Alcohol, Drug & Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Temburong, Brunei/ 25 Feb 21.

(Liquor and Syabu)

On 25 Feb 21, it was reported that the Brunei authorities seized 50 boxes of meat, 66
cartons of beer, 10 cartons of liquor and a small quantity of syabu off Temburong, Brunei.
Reportedly, the authorities sighted three suspects offloading contraband from a boat into
three vehicles. Upon noticing the approaching patrol team, two suspects fled away,
however, one was apprehended. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
officials for further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Manila Port, Philippines/ 26 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 26 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 2,000 cases of smuggled cigarettes off Manila
international container port (MICP), Philippines. Reportedly, the consignment arrived from a foreign country and was
mis-declared as other items. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 1.2 million and was
handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Nhava Sheva Port, India/ 28 Feb 21.

(Cigarette)

On 28 Feb 21, it was reported that the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence authorities seized over 02 million foreign
cigarettes without valid import documents off Nhava Sheva Port, India. Reportedly, the contraband arrived from a
foreign country and was mis-declared as cargo items. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD
648,900 and was taken into the custody for further investigation.
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UN Toolkit on Synthetic Drugs

➢ The UN Toolkit on Synthetic Drugs supports the international community to implement comprehensive
responses to counter the synthetic drugs problem. The Toolkit was created in response to Resolutions 61/8 (2018)
and 62/4 (2019) of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs which called on UNODC, WHO, INCB and the international
community to develop new and innovative approaches to address the international threats posed by the non-medical
use of synthetic drugs.
➢ The Toolkit is a one-stop shop coordinated by the UNODC Opioid Strategy which brings together a wide range
of guidance and resources from a variety of specialised agencies across the UN system.
➢ The Toolkit is tailored for experts, practitioners and policymakers in the fields of health, law enforcement,
forensics, research and contains over 230 practical resources and tools. The content of Toolkit is organised into
modules on different topics such as forensics, postal security, access to medicines, legal approaches, treatment,
prevention and precursor control.
➢ New modules, tools and resources are being added to the Toolkit on a continuous basis to keep it current,
beneficial and relevant. The UN Toolkit on Synthetic Drugs was developed by UNODC in collaboration with the
World Health Organisation, the International Narcotics Control Board, the Universal Postal Union and the World
Customs Organisation. The full UN Toolkit on Synthetic Drugs can be accessed at the following link:
https://syntheticdrugs.unodc.org/syntheticdrugs/en/about.html
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IUU FISHING

37 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Feb 21. This is a 76% increase from Jan 21
and the highest reported IUU fishing incidents since Oct 20. The Centre observed a sharp increase of 163% and
81% in the reported incidents of local IUU fishing in Feb 21 as compared to Jan 21 and Feb 20, respectively.
Eight incidents of poaching were monitored in Feb 21 which is slightly lower than similar incidents in Jan 21 and the
corresponding month last year.
Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported off Malaysia (09) and Philippines (07), followed by four
incidents off Indonesia and two each off Oman and Sri Lanka. One each incident of local IUU was observed off
Bangladesh, Djibouti, India, Mauritius and Thailand. The arrests and subsequent legal actions by the local agencies
were aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, dynamite explosives and fishing outside the
designated areas without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing of banned species and fishing during
the period of seasonal ban.
Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in
Comoros, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives and Pakistan.
A seasonal ban has been imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing within a 20 km stretch from the mouths
of Devi, Dhamara, and Rushikulya rivers from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21. The ban is to protect Olive Ridley turtles
during the breeding season.
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SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Popayato, Indonesia/ 01 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing
off Popayato, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were using banned fish bombing technique in the area. The suspects
and the fish-catch were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Port Dickson, Malaysia/ 01 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 10 abandoned illegal fishing nets off Port Dickson,
Malaysia. Reportedly, the use of the seized fishing nets was prohibited in the area.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Gaya, Malaysia/ 02 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized over 200 kg of fish caught illegally off Pulau Gaya,
Malaysia. Reportedly, upon noticing the approaching patrol boats, the fishermen fled away. However, the authorities
seized their pump boat and the fish catch. The seizure was handed over to the local officials for further investigation and
a search was initiated to locate the suspects.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Addu City, Maldives/ 02 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen
onboard a foreign flagged fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Addu City, Maldives.
Reportedly, the fishing vessel was observed fishing inside the country’s territorial waters
without a valid permit. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Banda Sea, Indonesia/ 02 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized an Indonesia flagged vessel
KMN INKAMINA-222 with 17 fishermen onboard for engaging in illegal fishing in the Banda Sea
waters, Indonesia. The fishermen were reportedly using purse seine fishing gear without valid
documents. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
Comments. A purse seine fishing net is a large wall of netting deployed around an entire area or school of fish. The
seine has floats along the top line with a lead line threaded through rings along the bottom. Once a school of fish is
located, a skiff encircles the school with the net. The lead line is then pulled in, "pursing" the net closed on the bottom,
preventing fish from escaping by swimming downward.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Antique, Philippines/ 03 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended fishermen onboard three local fishing vessels
for engaging in illegal fishing off Antique, Philippines. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Balai, Indonesia/ 03 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen onboard a foreign
flagged fishing vessel KHF 2559 off Tanjung Balai, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were using banned fishing
trawls and did not possess a valid permit to operate in the Indonesian EEZ. The suspects and the vessel were handed
over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 04 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Gahirmatha forest officials apprehended 22 local fishermen onboard two fishing
trawlers for engaging in illegal fishing off Gahirmatha marine sanctuary, India. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing
inside the prohibited area. The suspects were taken into custody for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Langkawi, Malaysia/ 04 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen
onboard a class C2 local fishing vessel off Langkawi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel violated
the legal conditions of the license and the crew did not possess valid documents. The authorities
also seized about 2.5 tonnes of mixed fish catch from the vessel. The vessel and the suspects were
handed over to local officials for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kedah Estuary, Malaysia/ 05 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended six local fishermen
for engaging in illegal fishing off Kuala Kedah Estuary, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects
were carrying air rifle and other equipment used in fish bombing. In addition, the fishermen
were fishing without a valid license. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
officials for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off San Dionisio, Philippines/ 05 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended four fishermen from a local fishing vessel for
engaging in illegal fishing in San Dionisio, Iloilo. The suspects were handed over to the local officials for further
investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Zamboanga Sibugay, Philippines/ 05 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities in two separate operations apprehended 10 fishermen for
engaging in illegal fishing off Zamboanga Sibugay province. Reportedly, the officials apprehended the fishermen for
using illegal fishing nets and active gear in the local waters. The authorities seized six boat engines, 140 mtr mesh net
and 400 mtr rope from the fishermen. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 2000. The
suspects and the seizures were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Lumut, Malaysia/ 06 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a foreign fishing trawler and four foreign
fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off Lumut, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was observed to be engaged in
fishing in the Malaysian EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Phang Nga, Thailand/ 08 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Thailand authorities apprehended three fishermen onboard
a trawler DEN PRAKARN 2 for engaging in illegal fishing off Phang Nga Bay, Thailand.
Reportedly, the fishermen were found fishing in the prohibited area. Alongwith the suspects, the
authorities also seized 180 kg of fish-catch from the trawler. The suspects and the seizure were
handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Mauritius/ 09 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mauritius authorities apprehended an unknown number of suspects for engaging
in illegal fishing off Mauritius. The suspects reportedly attempted to catch octopus in the area. The suspects were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Tuaran, Malaysia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen
onboard a local trawler for engaging in illegal fishing off Tuaran, Malaysia. Reportedly, the
fishermen were engaged in trawling about 2 nm from the coast, a violation of license norms. The
suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 09 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five fishermen from a
local fishing vessel KM MUSARA BINTANG for engaging in illegal fishing off Aceh, Indonesia.
Reportedly, the fishermen were using prohibited fishing gear without a valid permit. Alongwith the
seizure, officials also seized navigation equipment and three cell phones. The suspects and the
seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Sagay, Philippines/ 10 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 10 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended 16 suspects onboard six local fishing vessels
for engaging in illegal fishing off Sagay, Philippines. Alongwith the suspects, the authorities also seized 20 kg fish-catch
from the vessel worth USD 65. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Terengganu, Malaysia/ 11 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended seven fishermen onboard a foreign fishing
vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Terengganu, Malaysia. The suspects were reportedly fishing inside the
country’s EEZ without a valid permit. The authorities also seized fish-catch, fishing equipment and diesel from the
vessel. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 247,300. The suspects and the seizure were
handed over to local officials for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Soropia, Indonesia/ 11 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a fisherman onboard a local fishing vessel for
engaging in illegal fishing off Soropia, Indonesia. The suspect was reportedly using banned fish bombing gear in the
prohibited area without a valid permit. The suspect and the fish-catch were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Bangladesh/ 11 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard vessel SHYAMAL BANGLA
seized several illegal fishing nets off Bangladesh. No fishermen were apprehended in the incident
and the seized nets were later destroyed by the local authorities.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Selangor, Malaysia/ 12 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three fishermen (foreign
nationals) onboard a Class A local fishing boat about 4 nm off Kuala Selangor, Malaysia.
Reportedly, the vessel was apprehended for violating the license conditions and fishing close to
the shore. Alongwith the suspects, the authorities also seized 150 kg of mixed fish catch from the
vessel and were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Pakistan/ 12 Feb 21.

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended 17 foreign fishermen from
three fishing boats off Pakistan. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in illegal fishing in the

(Poaching)
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local waters without a valid permit. The fishermen alongwith their vessels were handed over to local authorities for
further investigation.
•
IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Rimau, Malaysia/ 12 Feb 21.
(Local)
On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three foreign fishermen
onboard a local fishing boat for engaging in illegal fishing about 7.3 nm off Pulau Rimau,
Malaysia. Reportedly, the foreign fishermen onboard were hired for fishing in Malaysian waters
without obtaining any valid permit. The suspects alongwith the seized boat were handed over to the
local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Caibiran, Philippines/ 13 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended eight local fishermen for engaging in illegal
fishing off Caibiran, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing in Municipal waters using active gear.
Authorities also seized one motorised boat, fishing gear and 15 kg of assorted fish catch estimated to be about USD
3100. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local officials for further investigation.
FAO Members endorse Declaration for fighting IUU Fishing
The 34th session of FAO’s Committee on Fisheries ended its week-long meeting on 08 Feb 21 with its members
endorsing the first-ever Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, urging stronger action to combat
IUU fishing and stressing the importance of recovering from the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. The Declaration
outlines a global vision for fisheries and aquaculture, while highlighting the sector’s essential contributions in the
fight against poverty, hunger and all forms of malnutrition. The Declaration builds upon existing international
instruments aimed at promoting sustainable fisheries and aquaculture around the world, such as the FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, recognising successes since the endorsement of the Code and identifying new and
urgent priorities.
The full article can be accessed on the following link: http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1373366/icode/
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Leyte, Philippines/ 13 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended a local fisherman for engaging in illegal
fishing off Leyte, Philippines. Reportedly, authorities apprehended the fisherman for violating the municipal ordinance
on unregistered fishing activities. Authorities also seized one motorised boat, fishing gear and fish catch estimated to be
about USD 300. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to local officials for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 15 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that Sri Lanka Navy during an operation (from 01 Jan 21 - 15 Feb
21), apprehended 179 fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing across different parts of Sri Lanka.
Alongwith the suspects, the authorities also seized 42 fishing vessels, some vehicles and various
fishing accessories. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Naavaidhoo, Maldives/ 15 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities apprehended a foreign flagged
fishing boat for illegal fishing about 7 nm off the coast of Naavaidhoo, Maldives. Reportedly,
the fishing boat with six foreign fishermen onboard was engaged in fishing in the country’s
territorial waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were taken into
custody for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Bulacan, Philippines/ 16 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities in three separate incidents apprehended 21 local fishermen
for engaging in illegal fishing off Bulacan, Philippines. In the first incident, the fishermen were apprehended for using
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prohibited trawls. In the second incident, the fishermen were apprehended for using prohibited mesh nets and in the third
incident, the fishermen were apprehended from four motorised boats for fishing in a marine protected area. The suspects
were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Djibouti/ 22 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 22 Feb 21, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard apprehended three fishermen onboard a foreign fishing
vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off the coast of Djibouti. The suspects were reportedly carrying out fishing activity
in the country’s territorial waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
IUU Fishing Index
➢ The IUU Fishing Index provides a measure of the degree to which states are exposed to and effectively combat
IUU fishing. It provides an IUU fishing score for all coastal states between 1 and 5 (1 being the best and 5 the
worst). The Index allows countries to be benchmarked against each other and assessed for their vulnerability,
prevalence and response to IUU fishing.
➢ The Index has been developed by Poseidon Aquatic Resource Management Ltd., a fisheries and aquaculture
consultancy company working globally and the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised Crime (GI-TOC),
a Geneva-based NGO network of experts. Funding for the Index was provided by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
➢ The IUU Fishing Index can be accessed on the following link: https://globalinitiative.net/tool/iuu-fishing-index/

•

IUU Fishing/ Off Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 23 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a foreign fishing vessel for
illegal fishing about 84 nm off Tok Bali, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was apprehended for
fishing in the Malaysian EEZ without a valid permit. The vessel was handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Sungai Burung, Malaysia/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended six fishermen from
three Class B local fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing about 4.2 nm North West of
Sungai Burung, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were using banned fishing trawls and were

(Local)
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engaged in fishing in the areas prohibited for the type of vessels. The suspects and the vessels were handed over to the
local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 23 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized 31 banned fishing cages off Dhofar, Oman. Reportedly,
the fishing cages were prepared for fishing outside the fishing season without a license. The seizure was handed over to
local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Moroni, Comoros/ 24 Feb 21.

(Poaching)

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Comoros authorities apprehended a foreign flagged fishing dhow for engaging in
illegal fishing off Moroni, Comoros. Reportedly, there were four fishermen onboard the dhow. The suspects and the
vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 24 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized explosives used in illegal fishing and
apprehended a suspect off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure comprised 37 water gel
sticks and 206-foot-long safety fuses. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
Comments. Safety Fuse is one of the accessories used for blasting explosives in conjunction with an ordinary
detonator. They may be defined as a device, which conveys flame at a controlled, pre-determined burning speed to
ignite the explosive charge in detonator.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Al Wusta, Oman/ 24 Feb 21.

(Local)

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended 10 foreign nationals onboard a
local fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Al Wusta, Oman. Reportedly, the suspects were
using banned fishing nets in the area. Subsequently, the apprehended personnel were handed over to the
local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Manat, Malaysia/ 26 Feb 21.

On 26 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 12 suspects
onboard two Class C local fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Tanjung
Manat, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were using banned trawling nets in the
prohibited area. The officials also recovered 1,150 kg fish catch from their possession. The
suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.

(Local)

26
UNODC - What can be, and is being, done to curb IUU Fishing?

As per a report published by UNODC, the following measures have been recommended to curb IUU fishing:➢ Law Enforcement. To effectively prosecute fisheries crime both domestically and internationally, many African
and Asian coastal states have criminalised illegal fishing within their EEZs. However, penalties for such criminal
activity vary. Additionally, most countries criminalise other types of crimes that occur in the fishing sector such as
corruption, money-laundering and document fraud. As fisheries crime is transnational and organised, cooperative law
enforcement efforts, including intelligence-led cross-border investigations must be enhanced to address fisheries crime
in all its various forms in the fishing sector, focusing on targeting the key individuals who are the real beneficiaries of
such criminal activities.
➢ Stem the Overexploitation of Marine Resources. Many flag states have criminalised unlicensed fishing by
vessels in their registers, including on the high seas, in order to enable criminal investigators and prosecutors to
pursue the free riders benefitting from uncontrolled exploitation of common fishing resources. Flag states must be
encouraged to fulfil their international law obligations and investigate and prosecute those involved in fisheries crime.
➢ Consumer Markets Actions. Some market states are raising their efforts to combat sea food fraud. Similar
measures in market states could target several aspects of fisheries crime, including tax and customs fraud in the
fishing and processing industries.
➢ International Cooperation. Several UNODC initiatives, such as the Global Programme for Combating Wildlife
and Forest Crime, the Maritime Crime Programme, the Global Programme on Money Laundering and the Container
Control Programme, can be tailored to improve intelligence-led domestic and cross-border cooperative law
enforcement efforts against fisheries crime. This work can be done in coordination with other international
organisations, such as INTERPOL (with its Fisheries Crime Working Group), OECD (tax offences) and FAO (legal
reform) to enhance information and intelligence sharing on this topic and to participate in coordinated international
operations.
➢ Policy and Legislative Review & Reform. At the request of Member States, UNODC can review penal codes and
other laws related to fisheries crime to identify criminalisation status and penalties in order to strengthen these
criminal provisions and better facilitate addressing fisheries crime. The aim is to have a holistic legal reform on
fisheries crime and the corresponding criminal procedure to ensure effective investigations, prosecutions, sentencing
and penalties for all types of fisheries crime, from corruption to money laundering to tax fraud. Penalties must reflect
the seriousness and economic value lost through fisheries crime.
➢ Enhancing Criminal Justice Sector and Law Enforcement Response to Fisheries Crime. UNODC, where
requested, can assist in enhancing States’ criminal justice sectors, aiming to improve fisheries law enforcement as
needed. This can include specialised spheres such as financial investigations to identify illicit financial flows from the
proceeds of fisheries crime, including money-laundering, countering corruption in the fishing sector and the use of
containers to transport illicit products. It also includes developing practical manuals for identifying fisheries crime
offences including tax evasion and money laundering. Full article can be accessed on the following link:
https://www.unodc.org/documents/about-unodc/Campaigns/Fisheries/focus_sheet_PRINT.pdf
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

54 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Feb 21. This is a minor decrease as compared to the reported
incidents in Jan 21 and is the second highest number of reported incidents in a single month since Jan 20. A sharp
rise has been observed in IHM incidents since Aug 20 which could be attributable to the favourable weather
conditions in Mediterranean, ease of COVID related travel restrictions & the possible economic impact of COVID
pandemic. 36 incidents were reported in the Mediterranean region, 10 off Mayotte, two off Indonesia and one each
off Andaman Sea, Malaysia, Madagascar, Oman, Somalia and Vietnam.
Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a 44% decrease in the reported incidents of migrant crossings off
Mayotte in Feb 21 as compared to Jan 21. The reported crossings are similar to incidents in Feb 20. The incidents
reported off Mayotte involved detaining of traditional local boats “kwassa-kwassa” along with the suspected
smugglers and irregular migrants.
Rohingya Migration – One incident involving 81 suspected Rohingyas was reported in Feb 21 in the Andaman Sea.
As per reports, the vessel encountered mechanical failure and was adrift at sea. Indian authorities rendered
necessary assistance and provided the migrants with food, water and medical assistance.
Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were monitored off Italy, Libya & Turkey and this is an
increase of 26 % as compared to Jan 21. While no crossings were monitored by the Centre along the Western
Mediterranean route, an increase was monitored along the Eastern routes. There was a 23% increase in reported
incidents off Turkey in Feb 21 compared to the previous month. The increase in number as compared to the
previous year along these routes could possibly be due to proactive reporting by the Turkish authorities.
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SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 01 Feb 21.

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 35 irregular migrants and two suspected
smugglers onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 02 Feb 21.

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two suspects on the charges of irregular
human migration off Batam, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were attempting to smuggle one migrant illegally into
Singapore. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 02 Feb 21.

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 82 irregular migrants and three suspected
smugglers onboard five kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 140 migrants from two boats
off Tripoli, Libya. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach the
European shores. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore to Libya. Reportedly, UNHCR
authorities provided them with necessary medical aid.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ca Mau, Vietnam/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities apprehended 34 migrants onboard a fishing vessel off Ca
Mau, Vietnam. The migrants comprised nine men and 25 women who attempted to enter the country illegally via searoute. The migrants were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 65 migrants onboard a sailboat off the coast of
Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure. The
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Khoms, Libya/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the NGO rescue vessel OCEAN VIKING rescued 121 migrants
from a rubber dinghy about 30 nm off the port of Al Khoms, Libya. Reportedly, the migrants
included 19 women and two children. The migrants were taken onboard and provided with
necessary medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 19 irregular migrants from an
inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable
boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ayvalik, Turkey/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 38 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the
coast of Ayvalik, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 49 irregular migrants and three suspected
smugglers onboard three kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 05 Feb 21.

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 irregular migrants from a
lifeboat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat in the local
waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office
for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration / Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Feb 21.

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 29 irregular migrants from two
lifeboats off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats in the local
waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office
for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 06 Feb 21.

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 16 irregular migrants from an
inflatable boat off the coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat
in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Feb 21.

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the
coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure. The
rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
UN Network on Migration (UNNM) established in Turkey.
Turkey has established a dedicated United Nations Network on Migration (UNNM), an initiative that flows from the
2018 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM), the first cooperative framework addressing
international migration. As GCM convenor, IOM hosted a gathering in Ankara on 18 Feb 21 which brought together
UN representatives to formally bring the country's UNNM into being. The Network will carry forward commitments
to support programmes that improve the well-being of migrant communities. The formation of the UNNM in Turkey is
an opportunity for the UN to strengthen the existing migration management system in Turkey in a coordinated and
strategic way. The article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.iom.int/news/un-network-migrationestablished-worlds-largest-refugee-hosting-country
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 08 Feb 21.

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 69 irregular migrants and four suspected
smugglers onboard three kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sungai Rengit, Malaysia/ 09 Feb 21.

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 27 irregular migrants
onboard a boat off Sungai Rengit, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants comprised 13 men and
14 women. Alongwith the suspects, the authorities also seized foreign currencies, mobile
phones, watches and jewellery from their possession. The estimated value of the seizure was
reported to be about USD 13,800. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 09 Feb 21.

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 34 irregular migrants and one suspected
smuggler onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 10 Feb 21.

On 10 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 24 irregular migrants and two suspected
smugglers onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 10 Feb 21.

On 10 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard intercepted 213 irregular migrants
(including 25 women and 13 children) off Tripoli, Libya. The migrants were reportedly
attempting to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The authorities transferred them
ashore to Libya, where UNHCR workers provided the migrants with food, medical care and
hygiene products.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 11 Feb 21.

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued seven irregular migrants off the
coast of Mugla, Turkey. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 12 Feb 21.

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 41 irregular migrants from an
inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after
the boat encountered a mechanical failure. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred
to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mediterranean Sea/ 12 Feb 21.

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that a vessel of the NGO Open Arms rescued 40 migrants in the Mediterranean Sea.
Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to cross the Mediterranean to reach the European shores and were adrift on a
wooden boat. The Open Arms ship located the adrift wooden boat and transferred the migrants to their vessel.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa Island, Italy/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Italian authorities rescued 25 irregular migrants about 62 nm North West off
Lampedusa Island, Italy. Reportedly, 48 migrants were onboard a boat which sank in the Mediterranean Sea. Authorities
managed to rescue 25 migrants and shifted them ashore. The mortal remains of one person were recovered by the
authorities and 22 migrants were reported missing.
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The dispersion of Africans across different routes in the Mediterranean
➢ As per an analysis by GI-TOC, Tunisians travelled almost exclusively along the Central Mediterranean route
until 2016. Since 2017, the number of Tunisians moving along the Western Mediterranean route has been
increasing, which indicates that they are now taking boats from Tunisia as well as Morocco.
➢ Algerians have been moving mainly through the Western Mediterranean but appeared along the Eastern
Mediterranean in last few years. Between 2016 and 2020, Algerians have also shown up on the Central
Mediterranean route. It is important to note that Algerians arriving in Spain and Italy have departed almost
exclusively from the Algerian coast.
➢ Egyptians have travelled almost exclusively on the Central Mediterranean route, with departures from both
Egypt and Libya. The numbers of Egyptian arrivals have progressively decreased over the last few years.
➢ Moroccans have been seen on both the Central and Western Mediterranean routes, although predominantly
along the latter. This means that in addition to the boat departures from Morocco to Spain, Moroccans have also
been boarding boats to Italy. A small number of Libyans, never exceeding 100 individuals per year, travelled along
the Central Mediterranean route to Europe.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 16 migrants including three children and three
women from a sinking rubber boat off Libya. Reportedly, the authorities transferred the rescued migrants to the Libyan
shores and provided them with food and medical assistance.
Comments. Libya has become a point of departure for thousands of migrants attempting to depart Africa and cross
the Mediterranean to reach Europe. As per reports, the number of migrants attempting to reach Europe from Libya
and Tunisia has been on the rise. In 2020, there was a surge in boats that attempted to cross the Mediterranean.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that a vessel of the NGO Open Arms rescued 106 irregular migrants from a stranded
vessel off the coast off Libya. Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to cross the Mediterranean to reach the
European shores. The rescue vessel located the stranded boat and transferred the migrants to their vessel.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Feb 21.

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 21 irregular migrants and one suspected
smuggler onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 13 irregular migrants onboard a lifeboat off the
coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from
an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable
boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and provided with
medical assistance.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended 340 migrants off the coast of Tripoli, Libya.
Reportedly, the migrants were bound to the European shores. The apprehended migrants were transferred to the Libyan
shores.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 56 irregular migrants and three suspected
smugglers onboard four kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from an
inflatable boat off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable
boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 210 irregular migrants and retrieved the mortal
remains of one migrant onboard a vessel off the coast of Libya. Reportedly, the migrants were bound to the European
shores and the vessel sank during the crossing. The rescued migrants were transferred ashore to Libya and were handed
over to the local authorities for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 20 irregular migrants from a
lifeboat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat stranded in
the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa, Italy/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Italian Coast Guard rescued 47 irregular migrants off the coast of Lampedusa,
Italy. As per reports, 40 migrants were rescued by the Italian Coast Guard and seven migrants were rescued by Finance
Police. A search was reported to be underway to locate the other missing personnel.
Comments. Due to its geographical position, Italy represents one of the points of entry into Europe for African
migrants. Since the 1990s, Italy and the Trapani & Lampedusa coastlines in particular, have been landing points for
immigrants coming from Tunisia and other North African countries.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lampedusa, Italy/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Italian authorities rescued 400 irregular migrants off the coast of Lampedusa,
Italy. Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to cross the Mediterranean to reach the European shores.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 34 irregular migrants
from an inflatable boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised
a distress alert after the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. The rescued
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward
legal proceedings.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that 77 personnel managed to survive after their boat capsized off
the coast of Libya. Reportedly, the vessel departed the Libyan coast on 18 Feb 21. However, 41
personnel lost their lives in the incident. The survivors have reportedly been embarked on a
commercial vessel and are in transit for disembarkation to the Libyan shore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 17 irregular migrants from
a lifeboat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat
stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mahajanga, Madagascar/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Madagascar authorities apprehended nine irregular migrants onboard a vessel
VILLE DE FOMBONI docked at the port of Mahajanga, Madagascar. The suspects embarked the vessel to leave for
Comoros illegally via sea-route. The migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 21 Feb 21.

On 21 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 80 irregular migrants and four suspected
smugglers onboard four kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off North Sumatra, Indonesia/ 21 Feb 21.

On 21 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 28 locals onboard a fishing vessel off North
Sumatra, Indonesia. The apprehended personnel reportedly comprised 16 men, 11 women and one child who attempted
to migrate to a foreign country illegally via sea-route. The suspects were shifted ashore and handed over to the local
authorities for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 21 Feb 21.

On 21 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular migrants from an
inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the vessel
stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 22 Feb 21.

On 22 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular migrants from a
boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the
local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration
office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 22 Feb 21.

On 22 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended 10 infiltrators onboard a vessel off Al Batinah,
Oman. The suspects reportedly attempted to enter the country illegally via sea-route. The suspects were handed over to
the local officials for further investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 94 migrants from a rubber dinghy off the coast of
Tripoli, Libya. The migrants reportedly included 10 women and two children. Reportedly, the migrants were bound to
the European Shores. The rescued migrants were assisted to the Libyan shore where they received medical assistance by
IOM staff.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 31 irregular migrants and one suspected
smuggler onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued nine irregular migrants from
an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable
boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the
provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bosaso, Somalia/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Somalian authorities apprehended an unknown number of irregular migrants
onboard three boats off Bosaso, Somalia. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from two
lifeboats off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats stranded in
the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Andaman Sea, India/ 26 Feb 21.

On 26 Feb 21, it was reported that the Coast guard identified a boat with 81 personnel onboard suspected to be Rohingya
migrants in the international waters of Andaman sea, India. Reportedly, the boat encountered a mechanical failure and
was adrift in the area. The Indian authorities rendered necessary assistance and provided the migrants with food, water
and medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular migrants from two lifeboats off the
coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats stranded in the local waters. The rescued
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that a rescue vessel of the NGO SEA WATCH in two separate
incidents rescued 147 irregular migrants off the coast of Libya. In the first incident, the
authorities rescued 102 migrants from a rubber dinghy. In the second incident, the authorities
rescued 45 migrants (including 15 minors) from a vessel. Reportedly, the migrants were bound
to the European Shores.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 32 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the
coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued
migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 28 Feb 21.

On 28 Feb 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 95 irregular migrants from a rubber boat off the
coast of Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. It was reported
that 15 migrants lost their lives in the incident. The rescued migrants were shifted to the Libyan shores.
Comments. As per IOM reports, more than 1,200 migrants and asylum-seekers lost their lives while crossing the
Mediterranean in 2020.
Interactive Map to combat Human Trafficking by GI- TOC
➢ The Interactive Map Anti-Trafficking Organisations is the first resource of its kind which describes the global
and local initiatives and organisations that businesses can partner with on its anti-trafficking efforts. The Map
identifies the entities that can help a business prevent, identify and address human trafficking, organ removal, forced
labour and child labour in company operations, products and services, and/ or its supply chain. The Map also
indicates the entities that are empowering survivors of human trafficking by providing vocational training or
employment opportunities. The Map does not cover entities to work on forced marriage issues.
➢ While the Map serves primarily as a resource for companies, it can also be used by other stakeholders wishing to
understand which organisations and entities have an anti-trafficking focus.
➢ The data provided is based on desk-based research, surveys, interviews conducted with anti-trafficking experts,
businesses and representatives of selected organisations or initiatives listed on the Map. The Map has been updated
on a continuous basis since its original launch in May 18.
➢ The Interactive Map was developed by a group of collaborating organisations. They are the Global Business
Coalition Against Human Trafficking (GBCAT), the RESPECT Initiative (initially founded by the Global Initiative
Against Transnational Organised Crime (GI-TOC), Babson College’s Initiative on Human Trafficking and Modern,
and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM). Currently hosted by GI-TOC and the United Nations Global
Compact (UNGC). With the support of the Laudes Foundation, the Interactive Map has been updated in 2021 and
expanded to include over 200 organisations, including those focused on survivor empowerment and employment.
➢ The full map can be accessed on the following link: https://globalinitiative.net/tool/modern-slavery-map/
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

67 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Feb 21 which is a minor decrease from
incidents reported in Jan 21. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue, followed by vessels
capsized at sea and incidents of fire onboard. The month witnessed five collisions, which is a decrease from eight
such incidents in Jan 21. While four of these incidents involved a two-vessel collision situation, one involved
collision with a rock. There were no reports of significant damages or oil spill related to the incidents. However, a
loss of life was reported in a collision involving a passenger boat and a stone-laden barge.
Aground – The Centre monitored reporting of six incidents of vessels running aground. Four of these were reported
at various locations in the waters of SE Asia. The high number of incidents observed in Jan and Feb 21 may
possibly be attributed to localised heavy weather.
Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – Seven incidents of capsizing and six incidents of vessels sinking at sea were
recorded by the Centre. It is a 13% decrease from the combined similar incidents reported in Jan 21. The decrease
in reported incidents may be attributed to calm weather and improved sea conditions associated with the gradual
withdrawal of North East monsoon.
SAR Operations – 17 SAR and six Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were monitored
during the month of Feb 21. This is a decrease from 29 combined incidents reported in Jan 21.
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SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Selangor, Malaysia/ 01 Feb 21.

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained two foreign flagged vessels for anchoring without
a valid permit in the waters of Selangor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessels included a cargo vessel with 22 crew
members (foreign nationals) and a tanker with 18 crew members (foreign nationals). The suspects and the vessels were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Aground/ Off Suez Canal/ 01 Feb 21.

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that an Iran flagged tanker SAHRA ran aground while transiting
in the Suez Canal. Reportedly, the vessel was enroute from Kharg Island oil terminal, Iran to
the Mediterranean region. Subsequently, the vessel was refloated and towed to the Great Bitter
Lake.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Pangkor Island, Malaysia/ 01 Feb 21.

On 01 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a foreign flagged tug for anchoring without a valid
permit off Pangkor Island, Malaysia. Reportedly, there were 13 crew members (foreign nationals) onboard the vessel.
The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Aground/ Off West Papua, Indonesia/ 02 Feb 20.

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged ferry SABUK NUSANTARA
62 ran aground twice in two days off West Papua, Indonesia. Reportedly, first
grounding occurred when the ferry was enroute from Sorong to Waisilip. However, she
refloated and resumed her voyage. Subsequently, the ferry ran aground again while she
was enroute from Waisilip to Gag Islands. The ferry was again refloated and detained
at Gag, for investigation and assessment of damages inflicted upon reefs.
•

Medevac/ Off Richards Bay, South Africa/ 02 Feb 21.

On 02 Feb 21, it was reported that the South African authorities evacuated a crew member from a bulk carrier off
Richards Bay, South Africa. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical assistance and authorities
coordinated with the local port teams for medical evacuation. The crew member was shifted ashore and later transferred
to a local hospital.
•

Aground/ Off Masalembu Islands, Indonesia/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged RORO SABUK NUSANTARA 99 ran aground in the waters of
Masalembu Island, Indonesia on 03 Feb 21. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather and drifted towards
shallow waters and eventually ran aground. Salvage operations were initiated to refloat the vessel and no injuries were
reported in the incident.
•

Fire/ Off Ha Tinh, Vietnam/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that a local fishing vessel with eight crew members onboard
caught fire in the waters of Ha Tinh, Vietnam. Reportedly, the crew jumped overboard and
were stranded at sea. Subsequently, another fishing vessel, NA-90412, in the vicinity rescued
the distressed personnel and shifted them ashore.
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•

SAR/ Off Batanes, Philippines/ 03 Feb 21.

On 03 Feb 21, it was reported that Philippines coast guard rescued 48 personnel from a motorised boat STA INES 2 near
Sabtang Island port in Batanes, Philippines. Reportedly, the crew raised a distress alert after the vessel encountered a
mechanical failure and was stranded in the area. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided
necessary assistance and towed the vessel ashore. The crew and passengers were reported to be safe.
•

SAR/ Off Ly Son Island, Vietnam/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities rescued a fishing vessel QNA 03673 TS off Ly Son Island,
Vietnam. The vessel raised a distress alert after encountering hull breach which caused water ingress onboard. A
patrolling vessel KN 301 alongwith another fishing vessel in vicinity responded to the distressed alert and provided
necessary assistance to the crew members. Subsequently, the vessel was towed to Hoi An port for further repairs.
•

Medevac/ Off Nha Trang Port, Vietnam/ 04 Feb 21.

On 04 Feb 21, it was reported that a Vietnamese rescue vessel evacuated a crew member (Filipino)
from a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier ECHO.GR off Nha Trang Port, Vietnam. Reportedly,
the crew member required urgent medical assistance. Later, the crew member was shifted ashore to
a local hospital for treatment.
•

SAR/ Off Pondicherry, India/ 05 Feb 21.

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard rescued nine fishermen from an Indian
flagged vessel RUKHMINI stranded off the coast of Pondicherry, India. Reportedly, the
fishermen raised a distress alert after the boat encountered an engine failure. Subsequently, CGS
ANAGH rendered assistance to the distressed vessel and escorted it ashore.
•

Aground/ Off Cabilao Island, Philippines/ 05 Feb 21.

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that a Philippines flagged cargo vessel TRANS-ASIA 5 ran aground in the waters off
Cabilao Island, Philippines. The coastal authorities were alerted by local fishermen about the vessel. Subsequently, they
boarded the vessel and conducted an inspection. No injuries were reported in the incident, however, the extent of
damages and the cause of the incident remain unknown.
•

Medevac/ Off Male, Maldives/ 05 Feb 21.

On 05 Feb 21, it was reported that the Thai authorities provided medical assistance to 18 crew
members onboard Thai bulk carrier LANNA NAREE off Male, Maldives. Reportedly, the crew
members required urgent medical assistance. All crew members were shifted ashore and later
transferred to a hospital. However, one of them lost life at sea.
•

Medevac/ Off Khanh Hoa, Vietnam/ 06 Feb 21.

On 06 Feb 21, it was reported that a Vietnamese rescue vessel SAR27 evacuated a crew
member from a Greece flagged bulk carrier ANTONIS ANGELICOUSSIS off Khanh Hoa,
Vietnam. Reportedly, the crew member required urgent medical assistance. Later, the crew
member was shifted ashore to a local hospital for further treatment.
•

Capsize/ Off Cuddalore, India/ 07 Feb 21.

On 07 Feb 21, it was reported that a boat carrying four fishermen capsized off Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu. Reportedly, the
boat capsized while returning to the shore and two fishermen swam ashore safely while the other two drowned. The
mortal remains of drowned fishermen were recovered and taken ashore for further medical examinations.
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•

Capsize/ Off Themee Hla Island, Myanmar/ 08 Feb 21.

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that a Myanmar Navy ship rescued 18 crew members as their fishing vessel AUNG
THITSAR capsized off Thamee Hla Island, Myanmar. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in
the area. Subsequently, officials rescued the crew members and shifted them ashore.
•

SAR/ Off Banguingui, Philippines/ 08 Feb 21.

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines Naval authorities rescued three fishermen onboard a motorboat M/B
DAYANG ARNAISA off Banguingui, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen raised a distress alert after their vessel
experienced a hull breach and was partially submerged due to water ingress. Subsequently, the authorities responded to
the distress call, provided necessary assistance and towed the vessel ashore. All crew members were reported to be safe.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 08 Feb 21.

On 08 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities detained a Russia flagged cruise
vessel LA DATCHA with 18 crew members onboard off Aceh, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly
entered the country’s waters without a valid permit. The vessel was handed over to local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Collision/ Off Vizhinjam, India/ 09 Feb 21.

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that a ship collided with a fishing boat ADBUDHA MANTRI about 30
nm off the coast of Vizhinjam, India. Reportedly, the boat with three fishermen was hit by an
unidentified ship transiting in the area. The boat sustained minor damages due to the impact of
collision and one fisherman fell overboard.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off South China Sea/ 09 Feb 21.

On 09 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged tanker EMERYN encountered a mechanical failure whilst
transiting through the South China Sea. Reportedly, the ship encountered total power failure due to some technical
failure onboard.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia/ 10 Feb 21.

On 10 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Singapore flagged
utility boat JOLLY ROYAL for carrying out unauthorised waste transport activities about 3.4
nm off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia. Reportedly, the boat with three crew members (two locals and
one foreign national) was operating without a valid license and did not possess documents to
carry out transport activities. The detained vessel and the suspects were handed over to local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Capsize/ Off Lamu, Kenya/ 10 Feb 21.

On 10 Feb 21, it was reported that a dhow with three fishermen capsized off Lamu, Kenya. Reportedly, the boat
capsized due to heavy weather. The fishermen were adrift at sea and were rescued by the coastal authorities.
Subsequently, the rescued fishermen were shifted ashore and provided with medical assistance.
Comments. The channels off Kenya experience extremely high tides. Kenyan authorities have leveraged technology
to provide timely weather updates to the community. A WhatsApp group has been created where all Beach
Management Unit (BMU) leaders have been included for providing daily weather updates. The updates are then
further disseminated to the various BMUs members.
.
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•

Medevac/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 11 Feb 21.

On 11 Feb 21, it was reported that the South African authorities provided medical assistance to a crew member onboard
a bulk carrier off Durban, South Africa. Reportedly, the crew member required urgent medical assistance and was
shifted ashore. Subsequently, the crew member was transferred to a local hospital.
•

Fire/ Off East Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 12 Feb 21.

On 12 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged LPG carrier GRACE V had an explosion while anchored off
East Kalimantan, Indonesia. However, the authorities extinguished the fire completely. Three personnel lost their lives
in the incident. The cause of the incident was not reported.
•

Fire/ Off Mumbai, India/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that an India flagged offshore supply vessel GREATSHIP
ROHINI caught fire about 92 nm North West off Mumbai, India. Reportedly, Coast Guard
ships SAMARTH and SAMUDRA PRAHERI reached the incident location and rendered
assistance to control the fire. The authorities safely rescued 15 personnel and shifted them
ashore for medical assistance. However, three crew members were reported to be missing.
Update
On 14 Feb 21, the mortal remains of the three missing crew members were recovered in the tween-deck area, and in
the engine control room.
•

SAR/ Off Raa Atoll, Maldives/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities initiated a search operation to locate the missing tourist off
Raa Atoll, Maldives. Reportedly, a female tourist, snorkelling alone near the resort went missing.
•

SAR/ Off Male, Maldives/ 13 Feb 21.

On 13 Feb 21, it was reported that Maldivian authorities rescued nine personnel (six passengers and three crew
members) off Male, Maldives. Reportedly, the personnel were rescued after a seaplane crashed and landed outside
Velana International Airport (VIA). Two personnel were reported to have sustained minor injuries and were shifted to a
local hospital for further medical assistance.
•

Sunk/ Off Pohuwato Regency, Indonesia/ 14 Feb 21.

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that two boats with seven fishermen onboard, sank off Pohuwato Regency, Indonesia.
Reportedly, the vessels encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. However, the fishermen were able to swim to
safety. All fishermen were reported to be safe.
•

Sunk/ Off Sumenep Regency, Indonesia/ 14 Feb 21.

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that a motorboat BERHASIL II with 17 crew members onboard sank in the waters of
Sumenep Regency, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly encountered heavy weather and experienced a hull breach.
However, 14 crew members were rescued by the authorities and a search was initiated to locate the missing personnel.
•

SAR/ Off Kaledupa Island, Indonesia/ 14 Feb 21.

On 14 Feb 21, it was reported that the local authorities initiated a search operation to locate a fisherman who went
missing in the waters of Kaledupa Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fisherman went missing from a rubberised dinghy
that encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area.
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•

Aground/ Off Suez Canal/ 15 Feb 21.

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that a France flagged container vessel CMA CGM TITUS ran aground
while transiting in Suez Canal. Reportedly, the vessel was on a North bound transit through the
canal. Subsequently, the vessel was refloated and continued her transit.
•

Death/ Off Kilifi, Kenya/ 15 Feb 21.

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that a local drowned at sea while swimming off Kilifi, Kenya. Reportedly, local fishermen
attempted to save the drowning person but he could not be saved. The mortal remains of the local were recovered by the
authorities and transferred to a local hospital for further medical examination.
Comments. This is the second reported incident off Kilifi in a duration of two weeks. A similar incident occurred in
the same area where a fisherman lost his life.
•

SAR/ Off Chennai, India / 15 Feb 21.

On 15 Feb 21, it was reported that three personnel were rescued in two separate incidents off Chennai, India.
Reportedly, in the first incident, coastal authorities rescued one of the two students who drowned in the area. However,
the second person went missing and his mortal remains were recovered later in the day. In the second incident, two out
of three students who drowned were rescued by the local fishermen off Tiruvottiyur, Chennai. However, the third
student lost his life in the incident.
•

SAR/ Off Muscat and South Al Sharqiyah, Oman/ 16 Feb 21.

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard rescued seven personnel onboard two local fishing vessels off
the coast of Muscat and South Al Sharqiyah, Oman. Reportedly, the stranded fishermen raised a distress alert after the
boats encountered mechanical failure. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary
assistance and towed the vessels ashore.
•

Collision/ Off Karnaphuli, Bangladesh/ 16 Feb 21.

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that a passenger boat carrying 30/ 35 passengers onboard collided
with a stone-laden barge and eventually sank off Karnaphuli, Bangladesh. Reportedly, one
passenger drowned and two went missing. A search was initiated to locate the missing personnel.
•

Capsize/ Off Cikidang Port, Indonesia/ 16 Feb 21.

On 16 Feb 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with four crew members capsized off Cikidang
port, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. The
fishermen were reportedly engaged in fishing in that area.
•

Sunk/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 17 Feb 21.

On 17 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities rescued two fishermen onboard a fishing vessel off Muscat,
Oman. The fishing vessel reportedly encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. A search
was initiated by the authorities to locate the third fisherman who was reported missing.
•

Sunk/ Off Suez Canal/ 17 Feb 21.

On 17 Feb 21, it was reported that a boat with five personnel onboard sank in the vicinity of Suez Canal. Reportedly, the
boat sank while underway to deliver a supply order to ships anchored South of the canal. It was reported that the coastal
authorities recovered the mortal remains of one person. However, four personnel remain missing in the incident. A
search was reported to have been initiated to locate the missing personnel.
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•

SAR/ Off Puducherry, India/ 17 Feb 21.

On 17 Feb 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard ship ANNIE BESANT rescued five fishermen
onboard a local fishing boat about 205 nautical miles off Karaikal, Puducherry, India.
Reportedly, the stranded fishermen raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical
failure. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary
assistance and towed the vessel ashore.
•

SAR/ Off Pakistan/ 17 Feb 21.

On 17 Feb 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities rescued 65 fishermen onboard three local fishing vessels
AL AWAIS KARNI, JAN-E-ALI and AL AHAD off the coast of Pakistan. Reportedly, the stranded fishermen raised a
distress alert after the boats encountered mechanical failure. Subsequently, authorities responded to the distress call and
safely rescued the fishermen.
•

Fire/ Off Langkawi, Malaysia/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that a St Vincent and Grenadines flagged yacht PHOCEA caught fire whilst at anchorage
off Langkawi, Malaysia. Reportedly, a patrolling vessel KM TENGGOL rescued all seven crew members onboard the
yacht and later extinguished the fire. All crew members were reported to be safe. The cause of the incident was not
reported.
•

SAR/ Off Bucas Grande Island, Philippines/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard rescued 19 passengers and eight
crew members onboard a motorbanca off Bucas Grande Island, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel
was hit by a huge log floating on the water which subsequently caused water ingress. However,
the officials rescued all the personnel and assisted them ashore. No injuries were reported in the
incident.
•

Man Overboard/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that a local onboard a fishing vessel went overboard off Phuket, Thailand. The person
reportedly got entangled in the anchor cable and fell into the sea. Reportedly, the local authorities initiated a search to
locate the missing person.
•

SAR/ Off Semiun Island, Indonesia/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued two fishermen from a boat off Semiun Island,
Indonesia. The boat drifted about 12 nm off the coast due to wear and tear of the anchor rope. Subsequently, the
authorities launched a SAR operation and rescued both the fishermen.
•

Collision/ Off Kerala, India/ 18 Feb 21.

On 18 Feb 21, it was reported that two fishing boats collided about 13 nm off Parappanangadi, Kerala, India.
Reportedly, the incident occurred after an unidentified fishing boat entangled with the fishing net rope of a second
(fibre) boat. The fibre boat with three fishermen onboard capsized due to collision. The victims were rescued by a group
of fishermen in the vicinity.
•

Fire/ Off Quang Ngai, Vietnam/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged tanker MEKONGTRANS 01 experienced an
explosion followed by fire off Quang Ngai waters, South Central Vietnam. Reportedly, the cause of
the fire was reported to be a short circuit onboard the vessel while enroute to Can Tho, Vietnam. The
fire was extinguished by the crew members. However, two personnel (one crew and an engineer) went
missing during the incident. A search was reported to be initiated to locate the missing personnel.
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•

Death/ Off North Sumatra, Indonesia/ 19 Feb 21.

On 19 Feb 21, it was reported that a fisherman went overboard and lost his life at sea off North
Sumatra, Indonesia. His boat reportedly encountered heavy weather. The other fisherman along with
him onboard, attempted to save him from drowning. However, he could not be saved and his mortal
remains were recovered later in the day.
•
Sunk/ Off Cha-am, Thailand/ 20 Feb 21.
On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that a fishing trawler KOR CHOKCHAI SOMBOON 1 with nine crew members onboard
sank about 17 nm off Cha-am, Thailand. Reportedly, responding to the distress call raised by the crew, coastal
authorities rescued five personnel. A search was initiated to locate the missing personnel.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off Davao Oriental, Philippines/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that a motor banca (local boat) carrying four local fishermen
encountered mechanical failure off Davao Oriental, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen
raised a distress alert and were stranded in the area. Subsequently, the authorities responded to
the distress call, provided necessary medical aid and assisted the fishermen ashore.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Selangor, Malaysia/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Panama flagged tanker
about 4.5 nm South West of Tanjung Gabang, Selangor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was
anchored in the area without a valid permit. The vessel with 25 crew members (foreign
nationals) was enroute to South Africa. The vessel and the crew were handed over to the local
officials for further investigation.
•

Capsize/ Off West Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged ferry KMP BILI capsized off West
Kalimantan, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly developed a heavy list and eventually capsized
whilst the passengers were disembarking alongside the Parigi Piai pier, West Kalimantan.
Some passengers were reportedly injured and subsequently shifted to a local hospital. The
salvage operations to refloat the vessel was initiated and the cause of the incident was not
reported.
•

Sunk/ Off Djibouti/ 20 Feb 21.

On 20 Feb 21, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard rescued a pleasure craft with nine crew members (six locals
and three foreign nationals) onboard off the coast of Djibouti. Reportedly, the vessel capsized and eventually sank.
However, the authorities rescued the crew members and assisted them ashore.
•

Medevac/ Off Oman/ 21 Feb 21.

On 21 Feb 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities evacuated a crew member (foreign national) from a vessel off
Oman. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical assistance. The authorities assisted the crew member
ashore and later shifted to a local hospital for further treatment.
•

SAR/ Off Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard rescued two fishermen who went missing since 19 Feb
21 off Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines. Their fishing vessel BEST FRIEND went adrift after encountering mechanical
failure. However, the Coast Guard launched a search operation and located the missing fishermen on 23 Feb 21.
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•

Fire/ Off Riau Islands, Indonesia/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that four empty boats caught fire at Batam customs pier off Riau
Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, a cigarette bud resulted in the fire onboard the vessels. However,
no causalities were reported in the incident. A local fire brigade was dispatched to the scene and
the fire was brought under control.
•

Fire/ Off Kaw ye Island, Myanmar/ 23 Feb 21.

On 23 Feb 21, it was reported that a local cargo Ship AUNG PHONE MYAT caught fire in North
Western part of Kaw Ye Island, Myanmar. Reportedly, eight crew members abandoned the ship
and embarked the life rafts. The Myanmar Navy Ship PGM (425) evacuated the crew and assisted
them with food and medical care. No injuries were reported in the incident.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off Jagoh Port, Indonesia/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged RORO KUNDUR encountered mechanical failure off Jagoh
Port, Indonesia. The cause of the incident was not reported and the vessel is believed to be undergoing repairs.
•

Aground/ Off Merak Besar, Indonesia/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged RORO DOROTHY ran aground off Merak Besar, Indonesia.
The cause of the incident was not reported. No injuries were reported in the incident.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Manis, Malaysia/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a tug towing a barge with 3,000 tonnes of sand off
Tanjung Manis, Malaysia. The vessel was reportedly sailing without a valid port clearance permit. The officials also
apprehended six crew members (two local and four foreign nationals) onboard the vessel. The suspects and the vessel
were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Capsize/ Off Antique, Philippines/ 24 Feb 21.

On 24 Feb 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued four personnel from a
capsized boat off Antique, Philippines. The vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the
area and subsequently raised a distress alert. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the
distress call, provided necessary assistance and towed the vessel ashore.
•

SAR/ Off Ormara, Pakistan/ 25 Feb 21.

On 25 Feb 21, it was reported that Pakistan authorities rescued six fishermen about 08 nm off
the coast of Ormara, Pakistan. Reportedly, the fishermen raised a distress alert after their
vessel encountered a mechanical failure and were stranded in the area. Subsequently, the
authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary assistance and assisted the
fishermen ashore.
•

SAR/ Off Terengganu, Malaysia/ 25 Feb 21.

On 25 Feb 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities rescued five personnel from a stranded fishing vessel off
Terengganu, Malaysia. The vessel reportedly raised a distress alert after it encountered a mechanical failure.
Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary assistance and towed the vessel ashore.
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•

Explosion/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 25 Feb 21.

On 25 Feb 21, it was reported that a Bahamas flagged RORO MV HELIOS RAY suffered an
explosion about 44 nm North West of Muscat, Oman. Reportedly, the vessel was enroute to
Singapore. The crew was reported to be safe, however, the cause of the incident was not reported.
Later, the vessel arrived at a Port in Dubai for damage assessment and repairs.
•

Collision/ Off Binh Thuan, Vietnam/ 26 Feb 21.

On 26 Feb 21, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged container vessel VIETSUN CONFIDENT collided with an
anchored fishing vessel KH 00737 TS off Binh Thuan, Vietnam. Reportedly, the fishing vessel sank after the collision.
However, all eight crew members onboard the fishing vessel were rescued by the authorities.
•

SAR/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard rescued two fishermen from a dinghy off
Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the dinghy encountered a mechanical failure due to heavy weather
and drifted beyond the IMBL. The Indian authorities assisted the vessel to the IMBL.
Subsequently, the Sri Lankan Naval Ship SURANIMILA towed the dinghy to the Sri Lankan shore.
•

Capsize/ Off Mongla Port, Bangladesh/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that a cargo vessel MV BB-1148 carrying 800 tonnes coal, capsized off Mongla port,
Bangladesh. Reportedly, the cargo vessel collided with another vessel in the vicinity and eventually sank. However, 12
crew members onboard the vessel were able to swim to safety. Subsequently, salvage operations were initiated to refloat
the vessel.
•

Collision/ Off Pulau Lalang, Malaysia/ 27 Feb 21.

On 27 Feb 21, it was reported that a cruise vessel EPIC PRINCESS with four personnel onboard collided with a rock off
Pulau Lalang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew raised a distress alert after the collision. Subsequently, the coastal
authorities responded to the distress call, rescued the stranded personnel and towed the vessel ashore.
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Gulf of Aden/Gulf of Oman Update
•

Suspicious Approach in Gulf of Aden and Red Sea

Two each incidents of suspicious approach were reported in the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea in Feb 21. The incidents in
Gulf of Aden were reported by vessels transiting south of Yemen and the incidents in Red Sea were reported in vicinity
of Hanish Islands. As per reports monitored by the Centre, these approaches are likely related to fishing activity or other
maritime traffic in the area. Further, there were reports indicating increased patrolling by the Yemeni Coast Guard, who
are armed and may be misidentified as armed perpetrators. The details have been covered in the first section of the
MMSU.
Maritime Security Incidents

➢
The Centre monitored open-source reports regarding an explosion onboard a cargo vessel (RoRo) about 44
nm off Muscat in the Gulf of Oman on 25 Feb 21.
➢
It was reported that the Bahamas flagged cargo vessel HELIOS RAY had experienced one or two explosions
whilst on an Easterly transit. The vessel sailed from the Port of Dammam (Saudi Arabia) and was destined to
Singapore.
➢
Subsequent to the attack, the vessel turned around and entered the Port of Dubai for damage assessment and
repairs. The vessel suffered damage to ship’s side above the waterline. Reportedly, no crew were harmed during the
incident. The explosion/ attack occurred during the dark hours and the exact cause remains unknown.
➢
Considering there were no reports that indicated presence of drifting sea mines in the area, it is believed that
this was a targeted attack.
➢
In addition to this incident the Centre monitored several reports about attacks on oil fields and other
structures in the Red Sea. However, majority of these were reported using missiles/ armed drones and there were no
reports of such incidents in the maritime domain.
➢
Further, as per some open-source reports, the coalition forces destroyed/ recovered 67 mines off the coast of
Yemen since Feb 20.
➢
Based on the inputs of Industry Releasable Threat Assessment (IRTA) issued by Combined Maritime Forces
(CMF) and European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the risk from hybrid threats is limited to Saudi Arabia and
SLC flagged vessels. However, the possibility of mis-identification and collateral damage does transfer risk to
vessels transiting the area.
➢
Mariners are advised to continue to exercise caution and ensure strict adherence to BMP5 and other
preventive measures already being undertaken by the vessels.
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Information/ Events of Interest
•

IMO launches a year of action for seafarers.

IMO has declared to make 2021 a year of action for seafarers, who are facing
unprecedented hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic, despite their vital
role as key workers for global supply chains. The World Maritime Theme for
2021, "Seafarers: at the core of shipping's future", seeks to increase the
visibility of seafarers by drawing attention to the invaluable role they play
now and will continue to play in the future. Mr Lim, stated, "We all must do
better to support our brave professionals who continue to deliver global
trade. The dedication and professionalism of more than one and a half
million seafarers worldwide deserve our great admiration and gratitude – but most importantly, immediate action.”
•

Panama Canal sets new pollution prevention requirements.

The Regulation on Navigation in Panama Canal Waters requires all vessels with fuel
and/ or oil cargo-carrying capacity of 400 MT or more, to have contingency plans for
oil spills in Panama Canal waters. The Vessels Contingency Plan required by these
regulations is known as the Panama Canal Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency
Plan (PCSOPEP). Effective from Jan 2021, vessels determined to be non-compliant
with PCSOPEP requirements will only be scheduled for transit after they fulfill both
of the following requirements:- (a) The owner, operator, or the vessel´s shipping
agent has paid or has placed a satisfactory guarantee for the payment of the applicable sanction, by sending the letter of
acceptance and undertaking of payment. (b) The vessel submits a PCSOPEP that complies with the requirements
established in Notice to Shipping No.12-2021 atleast 96 hrs prior to arrival at Canal waters.
•

New BIMCO clause aims to curb AIS abuse.

International shipping association BIMCO is working on a charter party
clause to help tackle potential abuse by sanctions busters of the Automatic
Identification System (AIS) which is mandatory for all ships to carry under
SOLAS. BIMCO’s concern is that some charterers may, in their haste to be
sanctions compliant, develop their own AIS “switch off” clauses that might
expose owners to the risk of being terminated even when the AIS has been
switched off for legitimate reasons, or the signal has failed to transmit or be
received for reasons outside the owners’ control. The new BIMCO clause
will address not only the use of the AIS during the charter party but also
prior to the contract. The clause recognises that there may be legitimate
reasons why the ship’s AIS signal has been interrupted. The new clause is
targeted for publication in May 21.
•

Green companies completed first carbon-neutral container shipment.

A group of green companies working together all along the shipment process is
claiming the honours of having completed the world’s first carbon neutral-certified
container shipment. From the exporter to the port and the distributor each of the
companies working in the logistic process was environmentally certified. The company
placed an emphasis on environmental preservation, social responsibility, health and
safety. They have been certified as carbon neutral since 2015. While it was a smaller
milestone in the global efforts to decarbonise, the companies said it demonstrates how
exporters can certify their supply chain processes to achieve greater competitiveness in
the most exacting markets and at the same time follow global regulations to successfully meet consumer demand for
products from sustainable processes.
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•

OCIMF develops Gulf of Guinea quick reference bridge cards.

Amid the continuing security threat for ships in the Gulf of Guinea, the Oil Companies
International Marine Forum (OCIMF) Maritime Security Committee have produced a set of
quick reference bridge cards for use onboard vessels transiting this area. These bridge cards are
intended to compliment existing industry guidance, including Best Management Practice West
Africa (BMP West Africa). The guidance was issued in early 2020 to help ships plan their
voyage and detect, avoid, delay and report attacks, thus mitigating the risk from piracy and
armed robbery.
•

Industry standard on in-water cleaning with capture.

Cleaning a ship’s submerged parts from barnacles and other growths, while the ship is in the
water, can transfer invasive species to local marine environments unless it is properly
cleaned and the debris is captured. To combat this problem and to provide clarity and quality
assurance to shipowners, cleaning companies, ports and government authorities, BIMCO
and the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) have published the first industry
standard on in-water cleaning of ships. The organisms growing on the ship increases its drag
through the water and can reduce fuel efficiency of the ship by as much as 35%, leading to
higher fuel bills and higher CO2 emissions. Therefore, it is essential to remove the growths
every couple of years. Many countries have put biofouling management high on the agenda,
with regional and national regulation on the drawing board or already in place.
•

South Korea plans to build the World’s Largest Offshore Wind Farm worth USD 43 billion.

South Korea unveiled a USD 43 billion plan to build the world’s largest wind power plant by 2030 as part of efforts to
foster an environment-friendly recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The project is a major component of President
Moon Jae-in’s Green New Deal, initiated last year to curb reliance on fossil fuels in Asia’s fourth-largest economy and
make it carbon neutral by 2050. The project would help to achieve a goal to boost the country’s wind power capacity to
16.5 GW by 2030 from 1.67 GW now.
•

Stena Line plans to launch 'Fossil-free’ ships before 2030.

Swedish ferry company Stena Line stated that it plans to put two batterypowered vessels into service by 2030. The new RoPax ferries, which will
operate without the use of fossil fuels, are part of the company's wider effort
to reduce its environmental footprint. In-line with the project, Stena Line,
which has been operating the hybrid-electric RoPax ferry STENA
JUTLANDICA on its Gothenburg-Frederikshavn route since 2018, will now
move to introduce two fully electric vessels on the same route by 2030. The
200 mtr STENA ELEKTRA will be the world’s first fossil-free RoPax vessel
of its size, offering a passenger capacity of 1,000 with 3,000 lane meters
freight capacity. The vessel will be built in high tensile steel to lower the weight and increase efficiency.
•

European Maritime Safety Agency signs satellite AIS contract with SPIRE GLOBAL.

European Maritime Safety Agency selected San Francisco-based satellite
data analytics company SPIRE GLOBAL to provide the agency with
global satellite automatic identification system (SAT-AIS) data in
support its mission to support EU maritime interests. The new SAT-AIS
data, a term to describe when satellites are used to detect AIS signals, is
expected to complement EMSA’s current SAT-AIS stream by improving
coverage, particularly in the Arctic and Antarctic regions. The additional
SAT-AIS data stream will also improve EMSA’s service in terms of
resolution and detection rate of AIS messages.
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•

IMO and WISTA International launch the first Women in Maritime Survey.

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and the Women's
International Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA International) have
launched the Women
in
Maritime – IMO and WISTA
International
Survey 2021 to examine the proportion and distribution of women working
in the maritime sector, from support roles to executive level positions. The
survey is part of a series of activities aimed at laying the groundwork for
further discussions on how to build a more diverse workforce within the
maritime sector, essential for a sustainable future. The data obtained by the
survey will help build a picture of diversity and gender equality in the
industry.
•

ONE trials sustainable biofuel on a containership.

Singapore-based container shipping company Ocean Network Express
(ONE) has conducted a biofuel trial on the Panamax boxship MOL
EXPERIENCE. The trial was completed on 07 Feb 21, following
bunkering at the Port of Rotterdam, the Netherlands in Nov 20. It was
performed in collaboration with Japanese shipowner Mitsui O.S.K. Lines
(MOL) and Dutch biofuel supplier Good Fuels. The biofuel used in the
trial is made from waste oils such as used cooking oil. Biofuels are
considered to be carbon-neutral because the carbon dioxide that is
absorbed by the source of the biomass is equal to the carbon dioxide
released when the fuel is burned. It has gained attention around the world as an environmentally friendly alternative to
fossil fuels.
•

New campaign launched to promote wind propulsion technologies.

The International Windship Association (IWSA) launched a new initiative to
accelerate shipping decarbonisation. A new campaign called the ‘Decade of
Wind Propulsion’ aims to accelerate the adoption of hybrid alternative
propulsion methods, blending wind, alternative fuels and energy efficiency
measures. The goal of the campaign is to achieve rapid and measurable
decarbonisation of the global shipping fleet. Currently, there are 11 large
ocean-going vessels with wind-assist systems installed, with over 20 rigs
installed along with two more installations pending this quarter and a further
20 plus smaller sail cargo and small cruise vessels using wind. In addition, the EU has forecast that up to 10,700 wind
propulsion installations could be in place by 2030.
•

LNG carrier CHRISTOPHE DE MARGERIE completed her experimental round trip voyage.

The LNG carrier CHRISTOPHE DE MARGERIE completed her
experimental round trip voyage which commenced from the port of
Sabetta (Russia). For the first time in history, a large-capacity cargo vessel
transited the Eastern sector of the Northern Sea Route (NSR) in February.
Traditionally, transit navigation along this segment of the NSR ends in
November and only resumes in July. The voyage started on 05 Jan 21. The
299 mtr LNG carrier operated by Sovcomflot, set out from the Chinese
port on the 27 Jan 21 and few days later sailed through the Bering Strait
where it soon teamed up with nuclear icebreaker 50 LET POBEDY.
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•

Croatia accedes to fishing vessel safety treaty.

Croatia is the 15th country to become a Contracting State to the
2012 Cape Town Agreement on fishing vessel safety, showing
increasing support for the regulations designed to safeguard
fishing vessels and their crews. Croatia deposited its instrument
of accession on 16 Feb 21. The Agreement, once in force, will
bring in mandatory international safety requirements for fishing
vessels of 24 mtr in length and over, including provisions
addressing stability and associated seaworthiness, machinery and
electrical installations, life-saving appliances, communications
equipment and fire protection, as well as fishing vessel
construction. For the Cape Town Agreement to enter into
force, at least 22 States, with an aggregate 3,600 fishing vessels meeting the length requirements operating on the high
seas, must express their consent to be bound by it. It will enter into force 12 months after these conditions have been
met and be a useful tool in combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and reducing pollution from
fishing vessels, including marine debris.
•

IMO regional pollution centre assists with oil spill incident in Israel.

The IMO-administered Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response
Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) is assisting the authorities of
Israel with technical expertise regarding the beaching of a large quantities of
tar balls on the Israeli shoreline. The cause of the pollution is yet to
be identified. As of 23 Feb 21, about 1,000 m3 of tar balls have already been
collected. REMPEC is supporting the identification of the source of the
pollution by obtaining information from satellite images from Maritime Support Service (EMSA).
•

ABB Ability Marine advisory software - OCTOPUS to boost safety and efficiency of operations.

United wind deck carrier VESTVIND will rely on ABB Ability Marine
Advisory System – OCTOPUS to support real-time decision making
as it transports large windfarm components such as turbines,
foundations and blades to offshore installation sites. By minimising
unwanted vessel motions and accelerations, ABB Ability Marine
Advisory System – OCTOPUS software will help protect high-value
payloads in transit, at the same time boosting vessel efficiency by
optimising the route based on vessel motions resulting from weather
and wave conditions. This will allow the module deck carrier to
increase its operational window, during which it will be able to
perform tasks safely and efficiently even during weather-sensitive
operations.
•
Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Mar 21 in IOR region has been uploaded on
IFC-IOR website for reference.
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Sources/ News Links

IMO
IMB-PRC
ReCAAP
RMIFC Madagascar
MDAT-GoG
IFC Singapore
DNK-IOC
GARD
Windward
Safety4sea
https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://dryadglobal.com/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
http://maritimereview.co.za/
https://www.nst.com.my/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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Disclaimer
Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and external
linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to
undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners
and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be
exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all
stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and
build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained in the
report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Indian Government or Indian Navy in any
manner.

Contact Details
In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:Website: Email: Twitter: Tel: Fax: -

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/
ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in
@IFC_IOR
+91 1242208385, +91 7428963733
+91 1242209385

