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SCOPE

IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and security
in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as well as likeminded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual
collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations
positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the
Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the
maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security threats are monitored on a daily
basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security
analysis culminates in the form of MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Dec –
31 Dec 20 have been categorised under the following heads:(a) Piracy and Armed Robbery

(b) Maritime Terrorism

(c) Contraband Smuggling

(d) Irregular Human Migration

(e) Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing

(f) Maritime Incidents

(g) Natural Events

(h) Environmental Security

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS

A total of 215 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of Dec 20. Maritime
incidents comprised nearly one third of the total and were followed by Contraband Smuggling, Irregular Human
Migration, Piracy & Armed Robbery and IUU fishing.
Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 2019 approximately
1,45,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of 11,000-12,000
distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of Dec 20, the number has been observed to be
around 13,700.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Piracy & Armed Robbery

IUU Fishing

Irregular Human Migration

Contraband Smuggling

Maritime Incidents

Maritime Terrorism

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents
The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security threat
categories for the month of Dec 20.
•
Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 27% decrease in the number of incidents monitored by the Centre in Dec 20 as
compared to Nov 20 and a 100% increase from Jul 20 (the lowest in the 2nd half of the year). 19 incidents were reported in Gulf of
Guinea (same as in Nov 20) and is the joint highest for a single month in 2020. This is followed by two suspicious approaches &
an attack in Gulf of Aden and one each sea robbery off Bangladesh and Indonesia. Two kidnapping incidents involving kidnap of
13 crew members were reported in Gulf of Guinea. The 4th quarter (Q4) of 2020 recorded the highest reported incidents across the
regions viz., 12 incidents in SOMS (against 09 in Q1), 08 kidnapping incidents and kidnap of 50 sea farers (35 in 07 incidents in
Q2). This was predicted based on the dry season and reported earlier by the Centre. GoG was observed to be global piracy hot
spot for 2020 and SOMS was the hot spot in Asia with 34 incidents. Thwarting of eight attacks due to presence of armed
guards, evasive manoeuvres and crew retreating into citadel, all in compliance with BMP WA remain the positive sign for
GoG. However, continued reporting of kidnappings & attacks at extended ranges from the coast remains a concern. 09 out of 14
incidents in Nigerian EEZ were reported beyond 100 nm (03 were beyond 200 nm) from the coast. This is the first month
without any reported incident in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, which may be attributable to onset of North East Monsoon.
•
Contraband Smuggling – The month of Dec 20 witnessed a 11% decrease in the reported incidents as compared to Nov 20
and is the second highest number of incidents in a single month for 2020. Major drugs seized included Methamphetamine,
Cannabis and Heroin. The seizure of large quantities of methamphetamine during the recent months remain a concern for
the region. There was a 30% increase from Nov 20 in seized quantity of meth including a single seizure of 2218 kg by Malaysian
authorities (reported to be largest seizure in 13 years). The Centre continued to monitor large seizures of turmeric as contraband
(banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka.
•
IUU Fishing – The reported incidents of IUU fishing saw a 35% decrease as compared to Nov 20. This is the lowest
number of incidents reported in 2020 and may be attributed to a drop in reported incidents of local IUU fishing off Bahrain and Sri
Lanka. The Centre recorded a 25% decrease in incidents of poaching as compared to Nov 20. However, this is higher than
poaching incidents reported in Sep 20 and Oct 20 and is the second instance after Aug 20, wherein poaching is higher than local
IUU fishing. Poaching was reported off Bangladesh, Djibouti, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Qatar and Sri Lanka. A seasonal ban
has been imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing in vicinity of Gahirmatha Sanctuary from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21 to
protect Olive Ridley turtles during the breeding season.
•
IHM Incidents – There was a 22% increase in the IHM incidents as compared to the previous month. About 60% of the
reported incidents were recorded across the Mediterranean, 26% off Mayotte and remaining off Malaysia and Oman. The highest
reported single month crossings in the Mediterranean and continued higher crossings off Mayotte, highlight the economic
hardships possibly exacerbated by COVID-19 pandemic. Proactive enforcement and reporting by Turkish authorities
could be another factor.
•
Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor increase in the reported maritime incidents from Nov 20. An increase
was observed in the incidents that involved capsizing & sinking of vessels and may be attributed to heavy weather during North
East monsoon in SE Asia and the tropical storm BUREVI.

4
• AND ARMED ROBBERY
PIRACY

24 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of
Dec 20. Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by Gulf of Aden and one each incident
off Bangladesh and Indonesia. While this is an almost 30% decrease from the reported incidents in Nov 20, it is
higher than incidents during the monsoon months from Jun 20 – Oct 20, which could be attributed to improved
sea conditions during the dry season and the economic hardships exacerbated due to COVID.
Incidents in GoG – 19 incidents were recorded in GoG area in Dec 20, which is same as Nov 20. This is a 280% and
72% increase from Sep 20 and Oct 20 respectively. This is the highest number of reported incidents in a single month,
a 35% increase from the previous high. 13 sea farers have been kidnapped in two incidents. This takes the tally to
kidnapping of 140 sea farers from 26 incidents. 14 incidents were reported in the waters off Nigeria and nine were
reported beyond 100 nm from the coast. The continued occurrence of kidnapping incidents alongwith the increased
attacks on ships particularly at extended ranges (225nm, 210nm and 205nm) highlights the possibility of presence of
well-trained pirate action groups supported by mother ships. A positive sign is thwarting of eight attacks, due to
crew retreating into citadel, presence of guards and evasive manoeuvres in accordance with BMP WA.
Sea Theft Incidents in SOMS – This is the first month of 2020 without any reported incident and may be attributable
to ongoing North East monsoon.
Incidents in South and SE Asia – One each sea robbery was reported off Bangladesh and Indonesia. The presence of
weapons in both incidents and violence against the duty officer during the incident off Indonesia is a concern.
Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – An attack on a MV transiting south of Yemen and two incidents of Suspicious Approach
were reported in Dec 20. As per earlier reports from MSCHOA & DNK-IOC, the suspicious approaches are likely
to be fishing vessels in area, incorrectly identified as suspicious boats.
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SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS
The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Dec 20: •

Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Freetown, Sierra Leone/ 01 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged container
vessel MAERSK CABO VERDE while berthed at Freetown, Sierra Leone on 01 Dec 20.
Reportedly, the duty crew noticed one perpetrator onboard and another attempting to board
the vessel. An alarm was raised and the perpetrators escaped the vessel upon being noticed.
Nothing was reported stolen from the vessel.
Comments. This is the second incident of piracy and armed robbery reported off Freetown anchorage in Sierra
Leone in 2020. The previous incident off Freetown was reported in Aug 20 which involved an Illegal Boarding
onboard a Chinese flagged fishing vessel SHENGHAI 2. While the incident in Dec 20 did not involve any weapons or
violence against crew, the incident onboard SHENGHAI 2 was extremely violent in terms of weapons used and the
injuries to the crew. Further, while the attempted sea theft in Dec 20 was observed to be in-line with the past trends
at Freetown, the illegal boarding in Aug 20 was unique and the possible factors have been enumerated in succeeding
paragraphs.
As per an analysis of the incident by Dryad Global, the reported nature of incident onboard SHENGHAI 2 varied
from previously reported incidents in the vicinity of Freetown. There were five other reported incidents within Sierra
Leonean waters in the past five years. All of these other incidents have occurred within the Anchorage area West of
the port. Maritime crime within this area is characterised by boarding's of vessel at anchor for the purposes of theft.
Although regular, this area witnesses a comparatively reduced rate of reported maritime crime when compared to
wider West Africa.
As per the assessment of the Centre, there could be two possible scenarios behind the incident onboard SHENGHAI
2. It is possible that the vessel was attacked by the heavily armed perpetrators as it would have been an opportune
target at the anchorage during the dark hours. Alternately, this could be a targeted attack by a criminal group which
could possibly be unhappy over the presence of a foreign fishing vessel in the local waters.
•

Attack/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 02 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Liberia flagged product tanker LEVANTO about 85 nm South West of
Brass, Nigeria on 02 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached and fired upon by perpetrators onboard two skiffs.
Subsequently, the SSAS was activated, crew was mustered in citadel and the vessel carried out evasive manoeuvres. The
perpetrators aborted the approach after the armed security team fired warning shots. The vessel and crew were reported
to be safe.
•

Attack/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 03 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Panama flagged reefer COOL GIRL, about 100 nm SSW of Brass, Nigeria
on 03 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by twelve perpetrators onboard two speedboats and was fired upon
by the perpetrators. The Master raised an alarm and increased the speed of vessel. The skiffs closed the vessel to 5 cables
and the crew retreated to the citadel. The armed security team onboard the vessel fired warning shots. Subsequently, the
perpetrators aborted the approach and fled away. The crew and vessel were reported to be safe.
•

Attack/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 04 Dec 20.

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Greece flagged tanker MINERVA EVROPI at
about 225 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 04 Dec 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators
approached the tanker in a white speedboat and opened fire on the vessel. Subsequently, the
alarm was sounded, SSAS was activated and the crew retreated into citadel. The tanker

(GoG)
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conducted evasive manoeuvres which resulted in the speed boat aborting the approach. The crew members and the tanker
were reported to be safe.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 05 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a France flagged LPG tanker
VERRAZANE approximately 210 nm South of Lagos, Nigeria on 05 Dec 20. Reportedly, the
vessel was approached by a skiff with 10 perpetrators onboard. Upon sighting the skiff, the
vessel raised an alarm and the accompanying Security Escort Vessel (SEV) was directed
towards the approaching skiff. Noticing the presence of security escort vessel, the perpetrators
abandoned the approach and fled away.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 05 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Maltese flagged product tanker MT
NEW RANGER approximately 205 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 05 Dec 20. The
vessel was reportedly boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators while it was enroute
from Luba, Equatorial Guinea to Douala, Cameroon. The crew retreated and secured
themselves in the citadel. The duty crew raised an alarm and the ship’s crew retreated to the
citadel. The perpetrators reportedly failed to breach the citadel and disembarked the vessel. The crew were reported to be
safe and the vessel continued her transit.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Aden, Yemen/ 05 Dec 20.

(GoA)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a tanker (NAME WITHHELD) about 75 nm South East of
Aden on 05 Dec 20. Reportedly, the MT reported a concentration of 15-20 high speed crafts while transiting in the Gulf
of Aden. The skiffs maintained a speed of 18-20 kn and closed the tanker to 01 nm. The speed boats were identified to be
in orange, red and yellow colour, however, the presence of ladders or other piracy triggers could not be ascertained.
Reportedly, the speed boats aborted the approach after the armed security team onboard the vessel displayed the
weapons.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Outer Anchorage, Angola/ 05 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged offshore supply vessel PACIFIC HERON at Luanda
Outer Anchorage, Angola on 05 Dec 20. Reportedly, the duty officer onboard noticed a perpetrator at starboard forward
passing a hose down to another perpetrator on a rowboat alongside the vessel. The duty officer raised an alarm and
retreated into a secure area. After being noticed, the perpetrators aborted the attempt and fled away with the hose. The
crew were reported to be safe.
Comments. This is the first of two incidents of sea theft reported off Luanda, Angola in Dec 20. The Centre
recorded 10 actual and attempted incidents of Armed Robbery off Angola in 2020. Key salients of the incidents are
as follows: ➢ Nine incidents (five sea theft and one each sea robbery, attempted sea robbery, attempted sea theft and
attempted boarding) were reported off Luanda anchorage. One incident of suspicious approach was reported off
Kwanda anchorage. Two each incidents were reported in Feb 20 and Dec 20. Mar 20, May 20, Aug 20, Sep 20, Oct
20 and Nov 20 witnessed one each incident.
➢

All five incidents of sea theft were reported onboard tugs and supply vessels off Luanda anchorage.

➢ None of the incidents involved carriage/ usage of weapons. However, the perpetrators tied up the crew in an
incident in Aug 20.
➢

The stolen items include mooring ropes, paint drums and diving equipment.

Based on the nature of incidents, these may be considered as petty theft. It is likely that the perpetrators targeted
opportunistic vessels at the anchorages. The Centre did not monitor any reports indicating the presence of organised
crime groups in the area.
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•

Attack/ Off Nishtun, Yemen/ 05 Dec 20.

(GoA)

An incident of attack was reported onboard a Sierra Leone flagged cargo vessel HASAN
about 35 nm South West of Nishtun, Yemen on 05 Dec 20. Reportedly, unidentified
perpetrators in two speed boats closed and fired at the vessel. Subsequently, the Master
sent a distress message, raised the alarm and conducted anti-piracy evasive manoeuvres,
which forced the speed boats to abort the attack. It was reported that one crew member
sustained minor injuries in the attack. The vessel reported minor damages and resumed its passage.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 06 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Maltese flagged product tanker
NEW RANGER about 105 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 06 Dec 20. Reportedly, the
vessel enroute to Douala, Cameroon was boarded by four perpetrators and the crew
members retreated into the citadel. It was reported by the local maritime authorities that
the pirates failed to break into the citadel and aborted the attack. The crew and vessel
were reported to be safe.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Bab-El-Mandeb/ 08 Dec 20.

(GoA)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard an Indian flagged tanker JAG LYALL off Bab-El-Mandeb on
08 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by high speed boats which closed the tanker to 01 nm. Subsequently,
an alarm was raised and the vessel went to lockdown state. Reportedly, three armed guards were present onboard and the
vessel continued her transit into IRTC at maximum speed. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Abidjan, Cote D’Ivorie/ 08 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged supply vessel PACIFIC WIZARD whilst moored at
Abidjan, Cote D‘Ivoire on 08 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators. The
perpetrators left the ship unnoticed and stole a mooring rope and a pump. The crew were reported to be safe.
•

Kidnap/ Off Bayelsa, Nigeria/ 10 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Cameroon flagged general cargo vessel
CAP SAINT GEORGES about 48 nm West of Bayelsa, Nigeria on 10 Dec 20. Reportedly,
the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators. The armed perpetrators
kidnapped five crew members and escaped from the vessel. Subsequently, the vessel
continued her voyage to Lome, Togo and arrived at the port on 13 Dec 20.
•

Sea Robbery/ Off Kutubdia, Bangladesh/ 12 Dec 20.

(BoB)

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tug
BRIDGEWATER 80 off Kutubdia, Bangladesh on 12 Dec 20. Reportedly, the tug while
underway towing a bulk carrier west of Kutubdia was approached from starboard side
by two small boats with 10 perpetrators armed with knives. Upon sighting the
perpetrators onboard, the Master alerted the local Coast Guard. The perpetrators fled
away with two drums of hydraulic oil and hoses. The vessel and crew were reported to
be safe.
•

Sea Robbery/ Off Lubuk Gaung Port, Indonesia/ 15 Dec 20.

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberian flagged bulk carrier VANTAGE
RIDER at Lubuk Gaung Port, Dumai, Indonesia on 15 Dec 20. Reportedly, four
perpetrators armed with knives boarded the vessel and tied up the duty officer. The
perpetrators released the duty officer before escaping with ship's stores and spare parts.

(Malacca Strait)
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A Focus on Incidents of Armed Robbery off Indonesian Anchorages
As per a recent report of ReCAAP, there has been a 17% increase in the incidents of piracy and armed robbery in
2020 at various ports and anchorages of SE Asia as compared to 2019.

➢
During the year 2020, the Centre recorded 27 incidents of actual and attempted sea theft/ sea robbery, off
various anchorages of Indonesia. The incidents were reported at the anchorages off Batam, Belawan, Dumai, Merak,
Muara Berau Pulau Bintan and Taboneo.
➢
Eight actual and attempted incidents of sea theft/ sea robbery were reported in May 20. While the actual
reason for this unprecedented reporting in a single month is unknown as of now, the possibility of COVID-19
impacting the economic conditions of small scale boat operators (water-taxi operators) and erstwhile piracy
groups cannot be ruled out.
➢
There was a minor rise in the incidents involving sighting of weapons as compared to 2019. Eight incidents
were reported in 2020. The weapons carried by the perpetrators included machetes and knives. However, a matter of
concern is the injury to a crew member in one of the incidents in Jan 20.
➢
A possible issue of serious concern is violence against crew in the two incidents off Dumai anchorage in
Nov 20 and Dec 20. While the perpetrators threatened the crew in Nov 20, the duty officer was tied up during the
incident in Dec 20. The similarities which range from same number of perpetrators armed with knives and engine
spares being stolen in both the incidents, give rise to a strong possibility that same group was involved in Nov 20
and Dec 20. The successful robbery in Nov 20 would have emboldened them to attempt an aggressive robbery again
in Dec 20.
➢
The items stolen by the perpetrators in 2020 include engines spares and ship stores viz., bronze hydrant caps,
fire hose, mooring ropes and paint drums.
➢
As part of enforcement efforts to curb piracy & armed robbery, Marine Police patrol vessels are reportedly
being deployed in most Indonesian anchorages and waterways.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 15 Dec 20.

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Malta flagged product tanker
NEW RANGER about 175 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 15 Dec 20. Reportedly, an
unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel underway in the area. The crew
retreated into the citadel and reported the incident to the coastal authorities. The crew
was reported to be safe and the vessel continued her transit.

(GoG)
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An Analysis of the Incidents onboard MT NEW RANGER

This is the third incident of illegal boarding reported onboard MT NEW RANGER in the month of Dec 20.
The earlier incidents were reported on 05 Dec 20 and 06 Dec 20. While historically, there have been
instances of multiple attacks onboard a same vessel, it is considered an extremely rare occurrence for
multiple incidents to be reported within 10 days and that too in the same region. Key observations based on
the analysis of the navigation track history of the vessel at the reported time of incidents is as follows:➢ The vessel was observed to have followed a circular track for over one hour at the reported time of boarding on
05 Dec 20 and the speed was reduced to about 8 kn. This is considered normal as the reports indicated that the crew
retreated into citadel and evasive manoeuvres were carried out.
➢ It is appreciated that the vessel was boarded during the period corresponding to the circular track in the area
and the perpetrators disembarked the vessel as the citadel could not be breached.
➢ However, an analysis of tracks of 06 Dec 20 and 15 Dec 20 indicated no such deviation in course or speed of
the vessel. The steady track is considered to be in variance with the manoeuvres carried out on 05 Dec 20 which was
in accordance with the BMP WA and possibly being followed as a standard operating procedure onboard the vessel.
➢ Considering that all three incidents were reported through the established reporting procedures, the Centre
would include all three incidents in the in-house database. The possibility that the duty crew presumably sighted a
small boat, raised an alarm, reported the incident and retreated into the citadel cannot be ruled out.
➢ However, the consideration that the perpetrators did board and disembark, all while the vessel transited at 1112 kn, yet again highlights the presence of well trained and organised pirate action groups in the region.
➢ A major positive take-away from all three incidents is the safety of crew and vessel, attributable to proactive
reporting and robust citadel management onboard.
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•

Kidnap/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 16 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Cameroon flagged cargo vessel STEVIA
about 28 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 16 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel sailed
from Port Harcourt and was boarded by an unknown number of armed perpetrators while
transiting West of Nigeria. The perpetrators escaped after kidnapping eight crew
members from the vessel. The Nigerian authorities were reported and a security vessel
was dispatched to escort the vessel to a safe port.
A Summary and Analysis of Kidnappings in Gulf of Guinea in 2020
The Centre recorded 26 kidnapping of crew incidents in Gulf of Guinea in the year 2020. This involved kidnapping
of 140 crew members. A month-wise summary and an analysis of the kidnapping incidents are enumerated in the
succeeding paragraphs.
6
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➢ The attacks in 2020 were observed further offshore as compared to the previous years. Five incidents were
reported at distances exceeding 100 nm from the shore. The incident onboard MT CURACAO TRADER reported at
around 210 nm off Bayelsa, Nigeria is the furthest in 2020. As per an analysis prepared by Stable Seas for the
Centre, this represents the furthest an attack was recorded off the coast in the Gulf of Guinea in the last ten
years. This further reiterates possibility of involvement of well-organised groups supported by mother ships.
➢ 17 out of the 26 incidents were reported onboard vessels with low freeboard (fishing trawler, ferry, tanker and
dredger). The remaining were reported onboard container, cargo and a FPSO.
➢ 21 incidents were reported onboard vessels underway. Five incidents were reported onboard vessels at
anchorage off Benin (01), Equatorial Guinea (03) and Nigeria (anchored FPSO).
➢ The incidents were reported in the waters of Nigeria and the neighbouring countries. The highest number of
incidents were reported off Nigeria (08) followed by Benin (06). A possible reason could be availability of suitable
facilities in the Niger Delta region, to hold the kidnapped crew.
➢ 14 incidents saw kidnapping of five or more crew members in a single incident. Kidnapping of 14 crew
members onboard MV ZEN HUA 7 is the highest in a single incident in 2020. The month of Nov 20 witnessed five
incidents which involved kidnapping of 36 crew members, the highest for a single month in 2020.
➢ Unlike 2019, the year 2020 witnessed incidents even during the rainy season which could be an indication of
possible involvement of well-trained and organised pirate action groups. Further, majority of these incidents were
reported well off shore. As per the assessment of DNK-IOC in their periodic reports, small boat operations close
to shore are difficult during the rainy season. This could have been a major contributing factor for the perpetrators
to track the vessels sailing from the ports and attack only further off shore using small boats.
➢ Some of the incidents reported indicate the possibility that the position of the vessels was well-known to the
perpetrators. This may only be possible if the perpetrators tracked (using AIS or alternate systems) the movement of
vessels to/ from the ports in GoG and subsequently targeted vulnerable vessels.
➢ As seen in the previous years, the last quarter of the year, has witnessed an increase in attacks onboard vessels
which may be attributable to improved sea conditions during the dry season, favourable for small boat operations.
➢ The Centre strongly recommends mariners to follow the safety precautions and reporting procedures
promulgated in the BMP West Africa released in Mar 20.
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•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 18 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Bermuda flagged product tanker LNG LAGOS II about
175 nm South West of Brass, Nigeria on 18 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel underway in the area was approached by a
skiff. The crew of the vessel sighted a ladder in the skiff and carried out evasive manoeuvres. Subsequently, the skiff
aborted the attack and the crew were reported to be safe.
Security Warning by MDAT-GoG
Consequent to this suspicious approach, MDAT GoG issued a precautionary warning for the safety of sea farers in
the Gulf of Guinea. The warning was categorised as ATTACK (Highly Likely) – Active Pirate Action Group and was
issued for the period 181200 UTC to 190800 UTC of Dec 20. It indicated the likely presence of an active PAG in
vicinity of the position in areas E and D of Gulf of Guinea. The areas extend along the coasts of Cameroon, Gabon,
Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe, Nigeria, Benin and Togo.
Prior to the occurrence of this incident, MDAT GoG issued a notice on 17 Dec 20 which indicated the possibility of a
High Risk Maritime Incident in areas F/ E/ D of the region which extend all the way from Cameroon to Guinea.
The occurrence of attacks even when merchant mariners are alerted to the possibility of attacks, highlights that the
perpetrators are desperate and are on a constant look out for opportune targets. The boarding onboard MAERSK
CADIZ on 19 Dec 20, which was within the area and time of relevance of warning only confirms this. The increased
incidents could possibly be due to availability of high ransoms against kidnappings or worsened economic conditions
due to COVID-19.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 19 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Singapore flagged container vessel MAERSK CADIZ about 90 nm
South of Brass, Nigeria on 19 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel enroute from Tema, Ghana to Cameroon was boarded by an
unknown number of armed perpetrators. The crew raised a distress alert, retreated into the citadel and stopped the vessel
in the area. In response to the alert a patrol craft was dispatched to the area with security team from Nigerian Navy. The
vessel was adrift for about 20 hours and the crew withdrew from the citadel after the vessel was sanitised by the security
team. The crew were reported to be safe and damages were reported to bridge and equipment. A Nigerian Navy ship
escorted the vessel to Kribi, Cameroon.
Update on Crew Release in GoG
On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that the three Greek crew members who were kidnapped off Lome, Togo on 23 Nov 20
onboard Togo flagged tanker STELIOS K were released after being held in captivity for 18 days.
On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the 10 crew members (01 Cameroon, 02 Egypt, 04 India and 03 Lebanon
nationals) who were kidnapped off Brass, Nigeria on 26 Nov 20 onboard Saint Kitts and Nevis flagged general cargo
vessel MILAN were released after being held in captivity for 25 days.
On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that the five crew members (all Ghana nationals) who were kidnapped off Brass,
Nigeria on 16 Nov 20 onboard Ghana flagged general cargo vessel AM DELTA were released after being held in
captivity for 38 days.
•

Illegal Boarding/ Off Bonny, Nigeria/ 21 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Malta flagged container vessel PORT GDYNIA about 107nm
South West of Bonny, Nigeria on 21 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was attacked by armed perpetrators in a speed boat
and was subsequently boarded. The crew raised an alarm, retreated into the citadel and informed the Nigerian authorities.
It was later reported that the vessel and crew were safe and the vessel continued transit to next port of call.
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Comments. The incident was initially reported as an ATTACK on the vessel and the subsequent updates indicated
that the vessel was BOARDED. Based on an in-house analysis, the following have been observed: ➢ The reported position of attack was in close proximity to the position of attack onboard MV MAERSK CADIZ
(container vessel) on 19 Dec 20. The warning issued by MDAT GoG highlighted the possibility of presence of active
pirate action group (PAG) in the area between 18 and 19 Dec 20.
➢ An assessment of navigation track at the reported time of attack, indicated that the vessel carried out bold
alterations for about 10 mins which could be considered as evasive manoeuvres whilst the perpetrators fired upon the
vessel. The speed of the vessel reduced momentarily from about 19 kn to 12 kn, which again could be a result of bold
manoeuvres conducted by the vessel to thwart the perpetrators’ attempt to board the vessel.
➢ However, it was observed that the vessel increased speed to 20 kn immediately after and transited to next port of
call. It is considered extremely difficult even for a well- trained PAG to board and disembark the vessel at such
high speeds.
➢ Further, the similarities between the attacks on MAERSK CADIZ and PORT GDYNIA, both being container
vessels and being fired upon in the same general area, give rise to a strong possibility that the same PAG was
involved in both incidents. The failed boarding on 19 Dec 20 would have forced them to attempt another attack on an
opportune target in the area.
➢ As in the case of MT NEW RANGER, the crew were reported safe, primarily due to adherence to safe
practices promulgated in BMP WA.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Bonny, Nigeria/ 22 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker BW PAVILION LEEARA about
180 nm from Bonny Island on 22 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by a suspicious craft from the port
quarter. Upon sighting the craft, the Master increased speed and carried out evasive manoeuvres. An alarm was raised
and the non-essential crew retreated into the citadel. The suspicious craft aborted the approach after pursuing the ship for
about 45 mins. The crew and vessel were reported to be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 24 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged supply vessel FUGRO SCOUT off Luanda
anchorage, Angola on 24 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators. It was
reported that the perpetrators fled with two mooring ropes and three heaving lines. The crew members were reported to
be safe.
•

Sea Theft/ Off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 26 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Panama flagged cargo vessel BLUE IVY off Takoradi anchorage, Ghana
on 26 Dec 20. The perpetrator reportedly boarded the vessel whilst it was at anchorage. The duty officer noticed the
perpetrator on the forecastle and subsequently raised an alarm. Upon noticing the alerted crew the perpetrator escaped the
vessel with ship’s properties. All crew members were reported to be safe.
•

Suspicious Approach/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 29 Dec 20.

(GoG)

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged tanker vessel DIYALA about 94 nm
South of Brass, Nigeria on 29 Dec 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by five armed perpetrators onboard a skiff.
The crew sighted ladder onboard the skiff and carried out evasive manoeuvres. Subsequently, the perpetrators aborted the
approach. The crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe.
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Hot and Cold Security Scenario in the SOMS – A Brief Summary
This is the first month in 2020 without any reported incident of Piracy and Armed Robbery in the Straits of Malacca
and Singapore (SOMS). A quarterly record of reported incidents is shown in the graph below: 14
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➢ Even without any reported incidents in Dec 20, the 4th quarter of the year had the highest reported incidents for
2020. Six each incidents were reported in Oct and Nov, which were the highest number of incidents reported in a
single month in 2020. The sudden drop in incidents in Dec 20 may be attributable to the on-set of North East
monsoon in the region.
➢ There were four occasions in 2020, where two or more incidents were reported in close proximity in terms of
time and distance.
➢ 30 out of 34 incidents in 2020 were observed in the east bound lane. Only one incident was reported in the west
bound lane of the TSS. Two incidents were observed in the precautionary area and one incident was reported just
South of the TSS.
➢ A new trend was observed in 2020 as compared to 2019, wherein majority of incidents were reported onboard
bulk carriers/ tankers. Only six incidents were reported onboard tugs and barges, while 28 were reported onboard
bulk carriers and tankers (22 and 06 respectively).
➢ It is interesting to note that all six incidents involving tugs and barges were reported during the period of day
light and all incidents onboard other type of vessels were reported during the dark hours.
➢ This is in-line with the assessment by DNK-IOC that opportunistic perpetrators focused on petty thefts may be
continuing to target tugs and barges as they remain a lucrative target due to low freeboard, slow speed and limited
security/ watch mechanism onboard. Well organised criminal groups operating in small gangs with capability of
boarding vessels which are underway may continue to target bulk carriers and tankers.
➢ There was a decrease in general trend pertaining to violence and use of weapons. The sighting of weapons was
reported only in five incidents in 2020. However, there was no reported violence against the crew.
➢ While the decrease in incidents in Dec 20 is a positive change, the possibility of threat to ships transiting in the
straits still exist and the Centre recommends adherence to best practices promulgated by the industry and timely
reporting of incidents to concerned reporting centres.
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Stables Seas - Policy Beyond Counter-Piracy : Gulf of Guinea

➢ A new brief – ‘Policy beyond counter-piracy’ has been
published by Stable Seas and focuses on Gulf of Guinea.
➢ This document provides policy recommendations for
stakeholders and signatories of the Yaoundé Code of Conduct.
➢ It focuses on regional Maritime enforcement capacity,
fisheries, Coastal welfare and rule of law as means to address
maritime security threats in the Gulf of Guinea.
➢ By placing complementary attention on the root causes of
illicit maritime activities alongside responses to these illicit
maritime activities, Yaoundé Code signatories have an
opportunity to holistically improve maritime security
throughout the region. These recommendations were put forth
in the Apr 20 Stable Seas: Gulf of Guinea report.
➢ The full document can be accessed on the following link:
https://www.stableseas.org/sites/default/files/policy_beyond_c
ounter-piracy.pdf
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

54 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Dec 20. Majority of the incidents
were related to drug smuggling followed by domestic product and tobacco smuggling. This is the second highest
number of reported incidents in 2020, about 10% lower than 61 incidents in Nov 20. The rise in the incidents in
Nov 20 and Dec 20 as compared to the previous months may be attributable to increased interdictions due to
lifting of COVID related restrictions by several agencies on conduct of boarding operations for search and seizure
at sea.
Drug Seizures – The number of reported drug seizures (31) in Dec 20 is a 13% decrease from Nov 20. The drugs
seized include Methamphetamine (3248kg), Cannabis (1302kg) and Heroin (402kg). The increased seizures of meth,
especially in large quantities, which saw a 30% increase in reported quantities over Nov 20 remains a concern for
the region. This is in confirmation with the Centre’s assessment in Nov 20 about increased production of the drug
in the region. The major seizures of narcotic pills include 8.75 mn captagon & 11.3 mn amphetamine pills off Saudi
Arabia and 280,000 yaba pills off Bangladesh.
Domestic Product Smuggling – 10 incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Dec 20 which included
eight seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan (07) and Indian (01) authorities. The Centre monitored a seizure of about
58,480kg of turmeric in the eight reported incidents including two seizures of 25,000kg each off Sri Lanka.
Natural Resource Smuggling – Two incidents involving seizure of gold off India and agarwood off Philippines were
recorded in the month.
Cigarette Smuggling – Five incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported in Dec 20, two off Philippines and one
each off Djibouti, Malaysia and Oman.

16

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga Sibugay, Philippines/ 01 Dec 20.

(Cigarette)

On 01 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 137 master cases of
smuggled cigarettes off Zamboanga Sibugay, Philippines. Reportedly, the seizure was found
onboard a motorboat and estimated to be worth USD 31,200. The seizure was handed over to
the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 01 Dec 20.

(Hashish)

On 01 Dec 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended three foreign
nationals for smuggling hashish off Muscat, Oman. Reportedly, 29 molds of hashish were
seized from the suspects. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the Oman Customs
officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh/ 02 Dec 20.

(Yaba Pills)

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard apprehended seven foreign nationals from a trawler with
280,000 Yaba pills off Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Louis, Mauritius/ 03 Dec 20.

(Heroin)

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mauritius authorities seized 2.3 kg of suspected heroin from a Cyprus flagged
cargo vessel MV ONEGO BORA off Port-Louis, Mauritius. Reportedly, the port security personnel from the NCG
(National Coast Guard), the ADSU (Anti Drug Smuggling Unit) and the port health officer boarded the vessel as it was
preparing to dock at the port and found the contraband packed in a grey envelope in a container on the upper deck. An
investigation was launched by the authorities.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Sharjah, UAE/ 03 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine)

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that UAE Customs officials seized 123 kg of crystal methamphetamine, smuggled into
the country on a boat via sea-route off Sharjah, UAE. Reportedly, the seizure was found at the bottom of a refrigerated
container loaded with fruits and vegetables. Subsequently, the seizure was handed over to UAE authorities for further
investigation.
Comments. As per reports, Sharjah Customs was positioned among the top listed customs departments in the UAE,
regarding the number of drug seizures registered during the first ten months of 2020. Sharjah Customs carried out
2,521 seizures, which represents 63 percent of total drug seizures in the country during the same period.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Arabian Sea/ 04 Dec 20.

(Drugs)

On 04 Dec 20, it was reported that the guided missile destroyer USS RALPH JOHNSON
interdicted a shipment of 900 kg of suspected narcotics from a stateless dhow in the
international waters of the Arabian Sea. Reportedly, the warship operating in support of the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) identified a dhow drifting without power in international
waters. The dhow failed to produce flag registration documentation. Subsequently, a search
was conducted and the team discovered narcotics onboard the dhow.
Comments. This seizure, conducted in direct support of CMF’s Combined Task Force (CTF) 150, marks the fourth
CMF drugs seizure since Oct 20. The narcotics have been placed in U.S. custody awaiting analysis.
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•

Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 04 Dec 20.

(Lobster Seeds)

On 04 Dec 20, it was reported that Indonesian authorities apprehended three suspects with
42,500 lobster seeds off Batu Ampar Port in Batam, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects
departed from Jakarta onboard a motor vessel and were planning to export lobster seeds
illegally to Vietnam via Batam and Singapore. Authorities found three sacks of clothing
mixed with 157 plastic bags containing lobster seeds. The suspects and the seizure were
handed over to the officials for further investigation.
Comments. As per open-source reports, a similar incident took place on 16 Jul 20 wherein the Indonesian authorities
foiled an attempt to smuggle 73,000 lobster seeds to Singapore. Indonesia is one of the biggest lobster seeds
producing countries in the world. Former fisheries minister implemented a ban on catching and exporting lobster
seeds (lobster larvae) smaller than 08 cm in length, or 200 grams (0.44 lbs) in weight, in 2016, to conserve their
population.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 04 Dec 20.

(Drugs)

On 04 Dec 20, it was reported that the Pakistani Anti-Narcotics Force apprehended a local for attempting to smuggle
drugs to Canada off the Pakistan International Container Terminal, Karachi. The officials reportedly seized 105 kg of
drugs from the suspect. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action.
The Global Synthetic Drugs Assessment 2020 - UNODC
• The Global Synthetic Drugs Assessment 2020 provides an analysis of
the global synthetic drugs market. This report presents a global thematic
analysis of the key trends and emerging developments of the synthetic
drugs market as well as the recent trends in the manufacture of synthetic
drugs.
• The Regional overviews highlight context-specific dynamics relating to
the demand and supply of synthetic drugs in Africa, Americas, Asia,
Europe and Oceania.
The full report can be accessed on the following link:
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/2020-global-synthetic-drugsassessment-main.html

•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Thoduwawa, Sri Lanka/ 06 Dec 20.

(Heroin & Methamphetamine)

On 06 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended four personnel for smuggling heroin and
crystal meth off Thoduwawa, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities seized 100 kg of heroin and 100 kg of meth
smuggled into the country via sea-route. The drugs were reported to have originated from Gwadar, Pakistan and were
transferred from a Pakistani dhow in the high seas between Maldives and Sri Lanka. The estimated value of the seizure
was reported to be USD 13 million. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the Customs officials for further
investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Penang Island, Malaysia/ 07 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine & Ecstasy Pills)

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Penang Maritime Department apprehended two
suspects with 240 kg of meth and nine kg of ecstasy pills off Penang island, Malaysia.
Reportedly, the patrol team noticed a suspicious pleasure craft, which dumped bags in
water and sped away on sighting the maritime authorities. The patrol team recovered the
bags and identified eight black bags with meth and seven plastic bags with esctasy pills.
The estimated value of the seizure was USD 2.6 million. The suspects and the seizure were
handed over to the officials for further investigation.
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•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 07 Dec 20.

(Cigarette)

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized six containers for illegal
shipment of 30.6 million contraband cigarettes off Port Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the
consignment did not possess the mandatory manifest forms. The seizure estimated to be
worth USD 528,000 was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 07 Dec 20.

(Syabu)

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended two locals and a
foreign national with 31 kg syabu off Johor, Malaysia. The seizure was found hidden inside
the Chinese tea packets. The consignment was reported to be worth USD 344,000 and was
ready to be shipped to Indonesia by a boat. The suspects and the seizure were handed over
to the local officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Malé, Maldives/ 08 Dec 20.

(Drugs)

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities apprehended 10 suspects for possessing drugs (type not
mentioned) off Malé, Maldives. The drugs reportedly weighed over 70 kg and were shipped to Malé City by a speedboat.
As per reports, the speedboat collected the drugs from a fishing vessel named MASJAREE. The suspects and the seizure
were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Fuel Smuggling/ Off Pulau Bohey Dulang, Malaysia/ 08 Dec 20.

(Petrol & Cooking Oil)

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a suspect for attempting to smuggle domestic
products off Pulau Bohey Dulang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspect attempted to smuggle petrol and cooking oil in a
boat to the Philippines waters. The suspect attempted to flee the area upon noticing the approaching patrol team.
However, the suspect was apprehended by the officials and was handed to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Palau Kendi, Malaysia/ 09 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine)

On 09 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency seized
2,118 kg of meth off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the patrol team sighted a boat
operating in a suspicious manner and the Skipper attempted to escape by jumping into the
water. The MMEA team apprehended the suspect and conducted a search onboard the
boat. The team recovered 130 sacks containing 1,998 packets of China tea filled with
methamphetamine. The contraband reportedly was brought in from a neighbouring
country and estimated to be worth USD 26 million. The suspect and the seizure were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. As per reports, this is the biggest seizure by MMEA in 13 years. The suspect involved in this incident
admitted that this was his third trip of smuggling in the drugs, with the first and second trips in Oct and Nov 20
respectively, involving various types of drugs weighing over 1,000 kg. As per his statement, all seized drugs were
believed to be distributed to the syndicate’s network including to be smuggled to Thailand, as the market price there
was three times the price in Malaysia. Reportedly, the syndicate’s modus operandi is to bring in the drugs via searoute during the daytime, supposedly to avoid being detected by MMEA.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 09 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 09 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan officials apprehended seven local suspects with over 1100 kg of dried
turmeric off Chilaw, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the suspects were apprehended while they were offloading the contraband
smuggled into the country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
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•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 10 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine)

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended two foreign nationals for smuggling 23
kg meth off Muscat, Oman. It was reported that the suspects were linked to international drug trafficking gangs. The
suspects and seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigations.
•

Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu Coast, India/ 10 Dec 20.

(Gold)

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence in coordination with
Coast Guard apprehended five suspects for smuggling over nine kg gold off Gulf of Mannar,
Tamil Nadu. Reportedly, the consignment estimated to be approx USD 610,000 was seized
onboard a fishing boat. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local officials for further
investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Mauritius/ 10 Dec 20.

(Cannabis)

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mauritius authorities apprehended two fishermen from the fishing vessel
ALBATROSS for possession of cannabis off Mauritius. Alongwith the cannabis (quantity not mentioned), one rifle and
94 live rounds were also recovered from the vessel. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Jiwani, Pakistan/ 11 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine)

On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that the Pakistani authorities seized 300 kg meth off Jiwani,
Pakistan. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be USD 11.2 millions and was
prepared to be smuggled to unknown destinations via Arabian Sea. The suspects and the
seizure were handed over to the the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 12 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended two suspects for smuggling
dried turmeric off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure weighed over 480 kg and was stuffed inside 10 sacks
onboard a dinghy. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 12 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard Ship VAIBHAV apprehended five suspects from a boat MIGA
PERIYAVAN for smuggling over 3000 kg turmeric off the Gulf of Mannar, Tamil Nadu. The estimated value of the
seizure was reported to be worth USD 6,700. The consignment was stuffed inside 88 bags and was prepared to be
smuggled to a foreign country. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Davao, Philippines/ 12 Dec 20.

(Cigarette)

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippines Bureau of Customs (BoC) seized contraband cigarettes from a boat
AL-SHAMEEM off Port of Davao, Philippines. Reportedly, there were 432 boxes of different brands of cigarettes
onboard which were being smuggled into the country. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD
270,000. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Puttalam, Sri Lanka/ 12 Dec 20.

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended three
foreign nationals for smuggling dried turmeric off Puttalam, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure
weighed over 2400 kg and was stuffed inside 64 sacks. The suspects and seizure were handed over
to the local authorities for further investigation.

(Turmeric)
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•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 13 Dec 20.

(Heroin)

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended three suspects (two men and a woman) for
smuggling heroin into the country via sea-route. Reportedly, the suspects were linked to an international drug gang
operating from a foreign country. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Pettah, Sri Lanka/ 14 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Customs authorities seized 25,000 kg of
turmeric, off Pettah, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the dried turmeric was seized from four containers
carrying 80,000 kg big onions. The seizure was estimated to be worth USD 101,500 and was
handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
Comments. As per reports, Sri Lankan Customs has seized around one million kg of turmeric illegally imported into
the country using various methods during the last few months.
•

Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Davao Port, Philippines/ 16 Dec 20.

(Agarwood)

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs seized a shipment of agarwood at Port of Davao, Philippines.
Reportedly, the 671 pieces of agarwood chips worth USD 35,800 were misdeclared as wood frames for souvenirs and
were discovered through x-ray scanning. The consigmenmt was reportedly imported from a foreign country without
permits. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. Agarwood is classified under the “Appendix 2” of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) and found only in the jungles in Mindanao and Visayas, Philippines. It is
valued for its distinctive fragrance used to make incense, perfume and medicinal products particularly in the Middle
East and Asia.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah Port, Saudi Arabia/ 17 Dec 20.

(Captagon Pills)

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Jeddah port Customs authorities seized 8.75 million Captagon pills at customs
checkpoint off Jeddah port, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the seized pills arrived from a foreign country and was inside a
consignment of groats. Three suspects (one local and two foreign nationals) were apprehended in connection to the
incident. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. Captagon is one of several brand names for the drug compound fenethylline hydrochloride. The pills
stimulate the central nervous system, increasing alertness, boosting concentration and physical performance, and
providing a feeling of well-being.
•

Fuel Smuggling/ Off Pasir Putih, Malaysia/ 18 Dec 20.

(Diesel)

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a vessel for
unauthorised diesel transfer off Pasir Putih, Kelantan. As per report, 31,000 ltrs of
undocumented diesel was found onboard the vessel. The seizure estimated to be worth
USD 393,000 was handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy in three separate operations
apprehended 14 suspects and seized over 39 kg of Kerala Cannabis off Sri Lanka.
Reportedly, the teams seized 25 kg of Cannabis and apprehended seven suspects in North
Western coast of the country. In a second operation, 02 kg of Cannabis was seized and
three suspects were apprehended from the east coast. In the third operation, about 11 kg of

(Cannabis)
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Cannabis was seized and four suspects were apprehended off Mannar. The suspects and seizures were handed over to
the local authorities for onward legal proceedings.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off North Arabian Sea/ 18 Dec 20.

(Meth, Hashish & Heroin)

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that USS Port Royal deployed as part of the CMF seized more
than 521 kg of narcotics from a dhow in the international waters of the North Arabian Sea.
Reportedly, the boarding team seized 23 bags containing 181 kg of methamphetamine, 45 kg
of hashish and more than 272 kg of heroin. The seizure was recovered onboard the warship for
further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Kuwait/ 19 Dec 20.

(Tobacco)

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that the Kuwait Customs officials foiled an attempt to smuggle four million bags of
tobacco off Kuwait. Reportedly, the seizure was made from a 40-foot container which arrived from a foreign country in
the region. The authorities recovered the bags of tobacco in 650,000 cartons. The seizure was handed over to local
authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 20 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended two
suspects for smuggling dried turmeric off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure weighed
over 600 kg and was stuffed inside 18 sacks oboard a dinghy. The suspects and seizure were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mundalama, Sri Lanka/ 20 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized 1,900 kg of turmeric off Sinnapadu, Sri Lanka.
Reportedly, the seizure was stuffed inside 59 sacks and was smuggled via sea-route. The value of the seizure was
estimated to be worth USD 58,300. The seizure was handed over to the Customs officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Pelepas Port, Malaysia/ 21 Dec 20.

(Syabu)

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized 100 kg of syabu in the
waters off Tanjung Pelepas Port (PTP), Malaysia. Reportedly, the patrol team sighted a fiber boat transiting in a
suspicious manner. The suspected smuggler abandoned the boat and escaped into the mangrove swamps. A search was
conducted onboard the boat and 98 packets of Syabu hidden inside Chinese tea packets were recovered. The seizure
estimated to be worth USD 1.25 million was handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Mazyona Port, Oman/ 21 Dec 20.

(Khat)

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that Mazyona Port Customs seized about 400 packages of Khat off
Mazyona Port, Oman. Reportedly, the packages containing Khat were hidden inside a trailer and
were covered with an iron plate at the port. The seizure was handed over to local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Al- Wajajah Port, Oman/ 21 Dec 20.

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that Al-Wajajah Port Customs officials seized 9,000 boxes of
illegal cigarettes and 960 kg smoking tobacco off Al-Wajajah, Oman. Reportedly, the
contraband items were found hidden inside the cargo. The seized goods were handed over to
local authorities for further investigation.

(Cigarette)
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•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Hai Phong, Vietnam/ 21 Dec 20.

(Cannabis Resin)

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the Vietnam Customs Enforcement Team seized 600 kg of cannabis resin off Hai
Phong, Vietnam. The seizure was hidden inside the container of raw materials for the production of animal feed. The
seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. As per authorities, the trick of concealing the above cannabis was found to be very sophisticated. It was
placed in a secretly reinforced bulkhead at the end of the container with a width of about 30 cm, then camouflaged by
a partition wall. In the secret bulkhead, the cannabis resin was packed in small bags covered with nylon and paper
with many layers, coated with toothpaste powder and packed into bags. This was one of the largest seizures of drugs in
Hai Phong.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Pointe Aux Sables, Mauritius/ 21 Dec 20.

(Drugs)

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mauritius authorities officers recovered unknown drugs from a cargo vessel CMA
CGM KAILASH which was at anchor off Pointe Aux Sables, Mauritius. A search was conducted onboard and two green
tape parcels were found containing a significant amount of substance suspected to be a drug. The parcels each weighing
over one kg were secured on the top part of a bulkhead with brown scotch tape.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Vietnam/ 22 Dec 20.

(Drugs)

On 22 Dec 20, it was reported that in two separate incidents the local fishermen recovered 50 kg of drugs (type not
mentioned) found floating in the waters off Vietnam. In the first incident, fishermen found a consignment wrapped
inside 11 plastic bags and handed them to the police. The bags were later reported to be containing drugs. In another
incident, the fishermen recovered 38 kg of drugs wrapped in similar bags in the waters off Phu Quoc island. The drugs
were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Tobacco smuggling/ Off Sohar, Oman/ 23 Dec 20.

(Tobacco)

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Oman Customs authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle tobacco products off
Sohar, Oman. Reportedly, authorities seized more than 20,000 kg smoking tobacco and 120 boxes of smoking supplies.
The suspects attached false documents to avoid paying customs tax. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to
local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Pakistan/ 23 Dec 20.

(Heroin & Hashish)

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle drugs in the waters off Pakistan.
Reportedly, the drugs comprised 25 kg Herion and one kg hashish. The seizure estimated to be worth USD 2.5 million
was handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Kalian Muntok Port, Indonesia/ 24 Dec 20.

(Methamphetamine)

On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Naval authorities seized two kg of methamphetamine off Tanjung
Kalian Muntok Port, Indonesia. Reportedly, the seizure was recovered from a passenger who entered the port onboard a
passenger motor vessel. The seizure and the suspect were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Hamad Port, Qatar/ 24 Dec 20.

(Tobacco)

On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that the Customs authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle banned tobacco products
(tambaku) off Hamad Port, Qatar. Reportedly, the authorities seized 4,482 kg tambaku from 3,586 packs that were
concealed inside a consignment of clothes. The seizure was handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
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•

Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Musha Island, Djibouti/ 25 Dec 20.

(Cigarette)

On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that the Djiboutian Coast Guard apprehended a boat carrying smuggled cigarettes off
Musha Island, Djibouti. Reportedly, the authorities seized 13 cartons of cigarettes onboard the boat which were being
smuggled into the country. The seizure was handed over to customs officials for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 25 Dec 20.

(Cannabis)

On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a fibre glass
boat with 300 kg of compressed ganja (cannabis) off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the seizure was stuffed inside
11 sacks with an estimated value of USD 370,000. The consignment was suspected to be brought in from a
neighbouring country and was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Jakhau, India/ 26 Dec 20.

(Hashish)

On 26 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard seized three kg charas (hashish) off Jakhau, India. The officials
reportedly found the consignment wrapped inside three packets. The seizure was handed over to the Customs officials
for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Hungama, Sri Lanka/ 27 Dec 20.

(Turmeric)

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended five suspects for
smuggling turmeric worth USD 520,000 into the country off Hungama, Sri Lanka.
Reportedly, the seizure weighed 25,000 kg. The suspects and the seizure were handed over
to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Ranong, Thailand/ 27 Dec 20.

(Rubber Scraps)

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Thailand authorities apprehended seven foreign nationals
for smuggling undocumented rubber sheets and rubber scraps off Ranong, Thailand.
Reportedly, the consignment weighing three tonnes was transported from Myanmar to Ranong,
Thailand. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Muar, Malaysia/ 27 Dec 20.

(Syabu)

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that Johor police apprehended four suspects and seized over 24 kg syabu, three ltrs ketum
water and 480 grams ketum leaves off Muar, Malaysia. The estimated value of seizure was reported to be
USD 26 million. The drugs were ready to be smuggled out to a foreign country via sea-route. The suspects and seizure
were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Saudi Arabia/ 27 Dec 20.

(Amphetamine Tablets)

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Saudi anti-drug authorities apprehended three local and
four foreign nationals for smuggling 11.3 million amphetamine tablets off Saudi Arabia.
Reportedly, the consignment was hidden inside a garlic shipment. The suspects and the
seizure were handed over to the Customs official for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Kankesanturai, Sri Lanka/ 27 Dec 20.

(Cannabis)

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized 360 kg of Kerala Cannabis off Kankesanturai
Beach, Jaffna, Sri Lanka. The estimated value of the consignment was reported to be USD 264,000 and smuggled into
the country through sea route. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Sabah, Malaysia/ 28 Dec 20.

(LPG Gas & Sugar)

On 28 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
apprehended a passenger boat and its crew members for carrying unauthorised goods off Sabah,
Malaysia. The vessel reportedly was carrying 10 barrels of LPG gas and 720 kg of granulated
sugar without valid permit. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
•

Drug Smuggling/ Off Dodanduwa, Sri Lanka/ 31 Dec 20.

(Meth, Heroin & Cannabis)

On 31 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended four suspects for smuggling drugs onboard a
fishing trawler off Dodanduwa, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the drugs comprised about 06 kg meth, 2.7 kg heroin and a small
quantity of Kerala Cannabis. The suspects and seizure alongwith the trawler were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
ASEAN Countries united in fight against Drug Trafficking
➢ National Authority for Combating Drugs (NACD) secretary-general Meas Virith during the virtual 41st ASEAN
Senior Officials’ Meeting on Drug Control on 01 Dec 20 stated drug trafficking is an organised crime in Southeast
Asia and officials from ASEAN countries are committed to combating it.
➢ The meeting is a continuation of the 40th ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting on Drug Control hosted by Cambodia
in 2019. The meeting discussed measures taken last year to jointly prevent cross-border drug trafficking, as well as
jointly eliminating major drug ringleaders in each ASEAN country and the region.
➢ A decision from the meeting was to set up the “1511 plan”, which is to be jointly implemented by countries
within the Mekong region viz., China, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.
➢ ASEAN countries will jointly implement various measures to address the issue including education,
dissemination of information, relevant data collection and repression. There will be Prevention groups at the border
and a specific drug inspection team at the post office would be deployed to combat drug crimes.
The full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/asean-countriesunited-combating-drug-trafficking
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IUU FISHING

22 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Dec 20. This is the lowest number of IUU
incidents reported in a single month for 2020. This is about 50% decrease from Sep 20, the month with highest
incidents in 2020. The Centre observed that the increase or decrease of the reported incidents is linked to the
volume of local IUU incidents reported in the region and the decrease observed in last quarter of 2020 may be
attributed to a sharp drop in local IUU incidents reported in the region. Only one local IUU incident was reported
off Sri Lanka as compared to 15 and 05 in Sep 20 and Oct 20 respectively. The Centre monitored 12 reported
poaching incidents, a 25% decrease from Nov 20 and 25% increase from Sep 20.
Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in India (05) followed by one each in Bahrain,
Malaysia, Philippines South Africa and Sri Lanka. The arrests and subsequent legal actions by the local agencies
were aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, dynamite explosives and fishing outside the
designated areas without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing of banned species and fishing during
the period of seasonal ban.
Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in
Bangladesh, Djibouti, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Qatar and Sri Lanka.
A seasonal ban has been imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing within a 20 km stretch from the mouths
of Devi, Dhamara, and Rushikulya rivers from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21. The ban is to protect Olive Ridley turtles
during the breeding season.
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SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Mongla, Bangladesh/ 02 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh authorities apprehended 17 foreign fishermen for encroaching into
the country’s waters and fishing illegally off Mongla, Bangladesh. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized 1000
kg of fish and their fishing trawler FB MA SHIBANI. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 03 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sancturay officials apprehended fishermen (number not
mentioned) for fishing in the prohibited zone off Gahirmatha, India. The officials also seized 1800 kg of fish catch from
the suspects. The fishermen and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. Gahirmatha beach in Kendrapara district in the state of Odisha is acclaimed as the world’s largestknown nesting ground of Olive Ridley turtles (endangered marine species). For undisturbed breeding of the aquatic
animals, prohibition on sea fishing continues to remain in force in the marine sanctuary. After the end of the mating
season, most of the male turtles usually return, leaving behind the female turtles to lay their eggs. The female turtles
virtually invade the nesting beaches, usually at the dead of the night for laying eggs, the phenomenon described as
‘Arribada’. After indulgence in instinctive egg-laying, the turtles leave the nesting ground to stride into the deep
seawater. Hatchlings emerge from these eggs after 45-60 days. It is a rare natural phenomenon where the babies
grow without their mother.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Ras Abu Jarjour, Bahrain/ 05 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 05 Dec 20, it was reported that the Bahrain Coast Guard officials apprehended two
suspects for engaging in illegal fishing off Ras Abu Jarjour, Bahrain. Reportedly, the
suspects were apprehended for possession of 235 kg of shrimp caught using banned
bottom trawl nets (Kufa). The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local
authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Malacca Strait, Indonesia/ 06 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 06 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a foreign flagged vessel for fishing in the
Indonesia EEZ off Malacca Strait. Reportedly, the vessel attempted to escape upon noticing the authorities. The boat was
subsequently apprehended alongwith four foreign nationals and the Indonesian crew members. The suspects and the
vessel were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.
Comments. As per the official statement of an Indonesian official, based on the available AIS and GPS data onboard,
this vessel had entered the Indonesian waters on three occasions in the past two months.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Culaba, Philippines/ 07 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities in separate incidents apprehended six fishermen for
engaging in illegal fishing activities off Culaba, Philippines. Alongwith the suspects, the authorities seized a fishing boat
worth USD 16,600. The suspects along with the boat were handed over to the local officials for further legal proceedings.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Khor Angar, Djibouti/ 07 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Djibouti Coast Guard as part of regular maritime surveillance operations
apprehended 61 foreign fishermen onboard 16 boats for fishing inside Djiboutian waters. Reportedly, the suspects were
engaged in illegal fishing and were carrying more than 800 kg of fish catch. The suspects and seizure were handed over
to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Thornhill, South Africa/ 10 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the South African authorities apprehended a suspect for possession of twelve bags of
abalone with an estimated value of USD 15,400 off Thornhill, South Africa. As per reports, two suspects were
unloading abalone from a moored boat. Upon noticing the patrol team, the suspect onboard the boat started the boat and
escaped while the second one was apprehended. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities
for further investigation.
Comments. As per open-source reports, a booming illegal trade in abalone—the world’s most valuable shellfish is
fueling a social and environmental crisis in South Africa. Since 2001 an estimated 75 million abalone weighing
40,000 tonnes have been harvested from South African waters, which is 10 times the legal quota. The total legal
abalone harvest in South Africa in 2015 was 105 tonnes and data for poaching for the same year was 3,477 tonnes. In
Jan 20, four smugglers were found guilty of shipping USD 1.5 million worth of abalone to Hong Kong. Recently,
two seizures of abalone estimated to be worth USD 2.8 million were made off Cape Town. During the early 2000s
demand for abalone in Hong Kong exploded and in 2007 the government, fearing that population of the species had
crashed from over-harvesting, drastically reduced the allowable catch, from 800 tonnes a year to 80.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 12 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary officials apprehended 36 fishermen onboard five
fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Gahirmatha, India. Reportedly, the fishing vessels trespassed into the
‘No Fishing Zone’ of the sanctuary. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
An Initiative by the Indian Ministry of Fisheries to create robust Fisheries Management
The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) launched by the Indian Ministry of Fisheries in Sep 20 has
gone a long way in creating robust fisheries management in India.. Initiatives launched under PMMSY include:➢
Inland Fisheries. (a) 4,171 hectares of pond area under inland aquaculture. (b) 757 Bio-floc units and 1242
Re-circulatory Aquaculture Systems (RAS). (c) 3,763 cages and 72.7 hectares pens in reservoirs and other
waterbodies. (d) 109 fish/prawn hatcheries. (e) 373 hectares of pond area under Saline-alkaline culture. (f) Six
Brood-bank facilities.
➢
Marine Fisheries. (a) 122 deep sea fishing vessels. (b) 217 upgradation of existing fishing vessels. (c) 2,755
Bio-toilets constructed in mechanised fishing vessels. (d) 656 sea cages for fish culture. (e) Two Small Marine finfish
hatcheries. (f) 471 hectares of pond area brought under brackish water aquaculture. (g) Six brackish water
hatcheries.
➢
Fishermen Welfare. (a) 1820 replacement boats and nets for fishermen. (b) Livelihood and nutritional support
for 100,000 fishers’ families for conservation of fisheries resources during fishing ban/ lean period. (c) 20 Extension
and support services.
➢
Fisheries Infrastructure. (a) 70 ice plant/ cold storages. (b) 127 fish feed mill/ plants. (c) 6,288 units of fish
transportation facilities viz., refrigerated (58) and insulated trucks (187), auto rickshaws (986), motor cycles (3036)
and bicycles with ice box (1831) have been sanctioned. (d) 606 units of fish retail markets viz., fish kiosks (43) and
ornamental kiosks (563). (e) 41 value added enterprise units have been sanctioned so far.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Fasht Al-Dibel, Qatar/ 12 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that the Qatar authorities apprehneded three foreign fishermen onboard a foreign flagged
vessel off the coast of Fasht Al-Dibel, Qatar. The fishermen were reportedly fishing inside the territorial waters of Qatar.
The fishermen and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna, Indonesia/ 13 Dec 20.

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Maritime Security Board apprehended
10 foreign fishermen onboard a fishing vessel off Natuna, Riau Islands, Indonesia. The
fishing vessel was reported to be flying Indonesian Flag to mislead the authorities and was
apprehended for fishing in Indonesian EEZ without valid permit. Alongwith the suspects
the officials also seized two tonnes of fish from the boat.

(Poaching)
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 13 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy in separate operations
apprehended 54 personnel for engaging in illegal fishing off Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the
authorities apprehended the local fishermen along with their fishing gear from Mannar,
Trincomalee, Puttalam and Pandathirippu areas. The fishermen were reported to have used
banned fishing nets and engaged in unauthorised night diving. The suspects and the seized
gears were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 15 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy in two separate incidents apprehended
36 foreign fishermen off Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the teams apprehended the fishermen and five
fishing trawlers for engaging in fishing in Sri Lankan waters without valid permission. The
fishermen and trawlers were held with the Navy for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Tuticorin, India/ 15 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended a suspect with 955
kg of dead sea cucumbers off Tuticorin, India. Reportedly, the authorities based on
specific information apprehended the suspect onboard a passenger cum goods carrier. The
other suspects fled away upon being noticed and a search was initiated to locate them.
The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Yan, Malaysia/ 16 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a local class-C
trawler alongiwth five foreign crew members off the coast of Yan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing
inside the Malaysian territorial waters and violated the license conditions for class-C trawler. The suspects were handed
over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 16 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three foreign
fishermen from a fishing vessel off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen
were fishing inside the Malaysian waters without a valid license. Alongwith the suspects,
officials also seized the catch, diesel supply and fishing gear from the boat estimated to be
worth about USD 369,200. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to local
authorities for further legal action.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Eluvativu Island, Sri Lanka/ 20 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended four foreign fishermen off Eluvativu Island, Sri
Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing in the Sri Lankan waters without a valid license. The authorities also
seized their fishing trawler and fishing accessories. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local authorities
for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Kutch, India/ 20 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that the Border Security Force (BSF) apprehended a foreign fisherman for engaging in
illegal fishing off Sir Creek in Kutch, India. Reportedly, the officials seized the boat, two fishing nets and illegally
caught crabs from the boat. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 21 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary officials apprehended five fishermen from a
mechanised fishing boat for fishing in the prohibited area of Gahiramatha marine sanctuary. The authorities also seized
fishing nets, one GPS set, one VHF set and 25 kg of fish catch from their possession.
New tool helps evaluate risk of illegally caught fish through Ports
➢
A new interactive tool from The Pew Charitable Trusts can help maritime and fisheries authorities and seafood
buyers determine where in the world illegally-caught seafood is most likely to enter the market. Illegal, unreported,
and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a major issue worldwide, accounting for up to $23.5 billion worth of catch
annually. This activity contributes to the continued overfishing of commercially valuable species and can take away
jobs, food, and revenue from the people, companies, and countries obeying the law.
➢
Based on a Pew-commissioned study, this tool utilises data transmitted from fishing and fish carrier vessels’
automatic information systems (AIS) and focuses on the top 99 ports globally by number of visits from foreignflagged vessels engaged in fishing operations.
➢
IUU fishing could be greatly reduced through stronger controls at ports and Pew’s new tool is designed to
help in that regard by showing which ports—and which States—are most likely to receive visits from vessels carrying
IUU-caught fish. The interactive also shows which ports and States are busiest and is a useful tool for anyone
looking to better understand activity patterns of fishing vessels coming to ports around the world. It takes a complex
web of ports, port States and flag States working in concert to ensure that fish coming into port were caught legally.
➢
In 2016, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA)
entered into force, helping to combat illegal fishing by requiring parties to place tighter controls on foreign-flagged
vessels seeking to enter and use their ports. Today, 66 countries and the European Union are party to the treaty. Of
the 25 riskiest port States identified by the study, only four (16%) had ratified the PSMA at the time of the study,
leaving large loopholes for illegal operators to exploit. The numbers also show a concentration of port activity—less
than half of the more than 3,000 ports identified across 140 States were visited by foreign-flagged vessels—but do
not tell the whole story. Here are five ways the tool could help authorities, officials, and others.
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Compare activity within a port State.
Show which fleets visit which ports.
Help seafood buyers gauge risk within their supply chains.
Help identify priority areas for PSMA implementation and capacity development.
Provide new information to researchers and academics.

➢
The tool’s multiple views on port and vessel data offer a comprehensive overview of where and by whom, fish
is likely being brought to dock before it enters the marketplace.
The full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/articles/2020/09/24/new-tool-helps-evaluate-risk-of-illegally-caught-fish-passing-through-port

•

IUU Fishing/ Off Ganjam, India/ 22 Dec 20.

(Local)

On 22 Dec 20, it was reported that the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary officials apprehended 12 fishermen and a trawler
off Ganjam, Odisha. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in fishing in a prohibited area during the period of fishing
ban at Rushikulya river mouth. The suspects and the trawler were handed over to local authorities for further
investigation.
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•

IUU Fishing/ Off Bangladesh/ 23 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard ship APARAJEYO BANGLA apprehended 16 foreign
fishermen from a foreign vessel off Mongla, Bangladesh. The fishermen were reportedly fishing inside the country’s
waters. The fishermen alongwith the fish catch and trawler were handed over to local police for onward legal
proceedings.

Illegal fishing and laws of Bangladesh
➢ Fishing is one of the major livelihoods of the coastal populace of Bangladesh. To garner potentials of
blue economy prospects, it is critical for Bangladesh to spearhead the fight against illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. The incidents of IUU fishing activities are of significant concern to the littoral
states of the Bay of Bengal.
➢ The 'Protection and Conservation of Fish Act, 1950' as well as the 'Marine Fisheries Ordinance of
1983' address the necessity of conservation of inland and marine fish.
➢ Although section 10 of the Bangladesh Coast Guard Act of 2016 mentions about the constabulary
function of law enforcement agencies to tackle IUU fishing, several issues have remained unaddressed, viz.
prevention of IUU-catch product to enter the port.
➢ However, recently drafted Maritime Zones Act of 2019 has provided acquiesce to the significance
of regulatory mechanism to tackle IUU fishing activities. Sections 47 and 48 of the draft Maritime Zones
Act of 2019 specify enforcement measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing activities. Section 47
authorises the port authority to carry out inspections of equipment, paperwork, catches and records of
alleged fishing vessels that authorities believe to be engaged in IUU fishing. As authorised by provisions of
section 47, the port authority would take requisite measures to ensure that 'IUU-catch products' do not
enter national and international markets and to do so, port authorities may act in accordance with the Port
State Measures Agreement (PSMA) of Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
➢ Section 48 metes out provisions to punish individuals associated with IUU fishing. Any person
involved in or involved in helping anyone in either illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, or
destructive fishing practices, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one
year or with fine which may, in currency of Bangladesh, extend up to Taka Eight Million (US $100,000), or
with both.
The full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.thedailystar.net/law-ourrights/news/illegal-fishing-and-laws-bangladesh-1973365

•

IUU Fishing/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 29 Dec 20.

(Poaching)

On 29 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five foreign fishing
vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Batam, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boats were
apprehended for fishing in the Indonesian waters without valid permit. The foreign fishermen
from the boats were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
•

IUU Fishing/ Off Malacca Strait, Indonesia/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three foreign flagged
fishing vessels and the onboard fishermen off Malacca Strait, Indonesia. Reportedly, they were
fishing inside the Indonesian waters without valid pemissions. The authorities seized about
three tonnes of mixed fish catch from the boats. The fishing vessel and the suspects were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.

(Poaching)
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Five Ways to Fight IUU Fishing
The issue of illegal fishing has, deservedly, been getting international attention recently but it should be noted that
this ‘great ocean heist’ is not a new phenomenon. For far too long fishing boats have been misreporting or
underreporting their catches. IUU has been linked to environmental degradation, political instability, slave labour
and the movement of other illicit cargo like drugs and weapons. While there is not one single solution, there can be a
complimenting set of actions taken at international, national and local levels to address this threat, of which the top
five are presented below:➢ Legislation – It is crucial to develop the framework for addressing IUU fishing on a global scale, as this kind of
fishing is rarely confined by species or geographic boundaries. Legislation like the Port States Measures Agreement
(PSMA) gives countries the opportunity to reduce profitability of IUU fishing by denying port access and services to
IUU vessels, better controlling what seafood is coming into their ports. Combined international efforts to pass and
implement this global treaty would allow some of the world’s largest and most lucrative ports to not only penalise
those who illegally fish but close the market for vessels trying to offload their catch.
➢ Global Vessel Identification – Although the right to fish on the high seas is given to all countries, some are
unwilling or unable to enforce their regulations, providing illegal fishermen with ‘flags of convenience’. When IUU
vessels are compromised, crews will often re-flag, or re-register, their vessels to a different port state, evading law
enforcement and circumventing international fishing regulations. By eliminating the ability for vessels to hide behind
a new identity, punishments for illegal fishing activities should dramatically increase.
➢ Seafood Traceability –With the majority of seafood caught out of sight of authorities, it is essential to ensure
that what is being caught and sold is done so legally. Traceability programs would require imports to be
accompanied with documentation describing vessel, date, location, gear, species and common name, to ensure
traceability from bait to plate. Seafood retailers have the ability to influence consumer behaviours and demand for
legal seafood. They can shift the risk to reward ratio of IUU fishing by eliminating market access for illegal seafood,
stopping it from ‘paying off.’
➢ Monitoring, Surveillance, and Compliance (MSC) – While legislation and regulations offer a sound
framework, they become ineffective if vessels are not complying with those regulations. Enforcement is often lacking
or nonexistent on the high seas, therefore MSC systems must be implemented to ensure adequate monitoring and
surveillance. The simple use of technology like Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) and Automatic Identification
Systems (AIS) would guarantee vessels are fishing within legal limits. Beyond VMS and AIS, satellite monitoring and
even remote operated drones have proven to be effective, allowing authorities to watch fishing effort from thousands
of miles away and adding a much-needed layer of accountability.
➢ Development – IUU fishing often stems from developing country’s underlying social, economic and political
issues, meaning they have greater difficulties achieving enforcement and compliance. With the primary motivation
for IUU fishing being financial gain, coupled with poor economic prospects, incentive will remain to engage in this
kind of fishing until alternative jobs pay a higher wage. Governments and non-governmental organisations should
cooperate to develop alternative sources of employment to disincentivize IUU fishing without sacrificing the ability of
those fishers to support themselves. Full article can be accessed on the following link:
https://sharkresearch.rsmas.miami.edu/five-ways-to-fight-illegal-fishing/
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

49 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Dec 20. This is about 22% increase as compared to the reported
incidents in Nov 20 and is the highest number of reported incidents in a single month in 2020. As observed since
May 20 there has an increase in reported incidents as compared to the previous month (except from Sep to Oct 20). A
sharp rise has been observed since Aug 20 which could be attributable to the favourable weather conditions in
Mediterranean, ease of COVID related travel restrictions & the possible economic impact of COVID pandemic. 30
incidents were reported in the Mediterranean region, 13 off Mayotte, four off Malaysia and two off Oman.
Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored an increase in the reported incidents of migrant crossings off Mayotte
in Dec 20 as compared to Nov 20. The reported incidents since Aug 20 have exceeded the pre-COVID levels
observed till Feb 20. As reported earlier in Nov 20, the impact of COVID-19 on the economic conditions and the
opening of air routes between Africa & Madagascar may have attributed towards increase in incidents.
Rohingya Migration –The Centre did not monitor any incident involving Rohingya migrants in Dec 20. No active
warnings were issued by relevant authorities to indicate the possibility of movement of boats with Rohingya migrants.
Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were monitored off Cyprus, Greece, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia
and Turkey. The Centre monitored 30 migrant crossings (both attempted & successful) in the region which is the
highest in a single month in 2020. While there has been a decrease in the crossings along the Central Mediterranean
route, a sharp increase was monitored along the Eastern route. There was a 300% increase in reported incidents
off Turkey from 07 in Nov 20 to 21 in Dec 20. This could possibly be due to favourable weather conditions in the
area and proactive reporting by Turkish authorities. As per UN IOM reports, 11,891 migrants were returned to
Libya in 2020. Further, 323 migrants lost lives at sea and 417 have been reported missing in 2020, while
attempting to cross the Mediterranean along the Central Mediterranean route.
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SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 01 Dec 20.

On 01 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 16 migrants onboard a kwassa-kwassa type boat
off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lesbos, Greece/ 02 Dec 20.

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that the Greek Coast Guard rescued 32 migrants (15 men, 14 women and three children)
from a capsized dinghy off Lesbos, Greece. However, one migrant was reported to be missing and one migrant lost life at
sea. The rescued migrants were assisted to the Greece shores and were provided medical assistance. A SAR was initiated
by the Coast Guard to locate the missing person.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 02 Dec 20.

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended nine migrants (seven
men and two women) off Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to enter the
country illegally via sea-route. The enforcement team seized seven cell phones and some cash
in Malaysian and Indonesian currency from the migrants. The suspects were handed over to
local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ngouja Point, Mayotte/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 32 migrants onboard a kwassa-kwassa type boat
off Ngouja Point, Mayotte. Reportedly, four personnel who required medical attention were assisted by the rescue
services on arrival. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish authorities rescued 63 migrants (49 Somalian, 13 Syrian and one
Myanmar national) off the coast of Turkey. The migrants were assisted to ashore and were provided necessary medical
assistance. However, two suspects were apprehended on the charges of human smuggling.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off M'tsamboro Island Mayotte/ 04 Dec 20.

On 04 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 18 migrants onboard a kwassa-kwassa type boat
off M'tsamboro Island, Mayotte. Reportedly, one woman who required medical attention was assisted by the rescue
services on arrival. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 05 Dec 20.

On 05 Dec 20, it was reported that Turkish Coast Guard rescued 44 migrants from three dinghies off Izmir, Turkey.
Reportedly, authorities assisted the migrants to the Turkish shores and provided them with necessary medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration / Off Balikesir, Turkey Coast/ 07 Dec 20.

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 54 migrants off Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the
migrants were destined to Greece's island of Lesbos in the Aegean Sea. The Coast guard assisted the migrants to the
Turkish shore and provided them with necessary medical aid.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 07 Dec 20.

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 13 migrants and one suspected smuggler onboard
a kwassa-kwassa type boat, off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 08 Dec 20.

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 33 migrants and three suspected smugglers
onboard three kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
FRONTEX Summary of Illegal Migrant Crossings in 2020
➢
As per a summary released by EU’s border agency Frontex illegal crossings into the European Union
increased in sea routes in 2020.
➢
Fewer women and children had attempted to enter in 2020. Men accounted for a much larger share of the total
number of irregular migrants that arrived in Europe in 2020, with women making up fewer than one in ten. In 2019,
women accounted for one of every four. The share of children detected in 2020 also fell.
➢
There was a sharp increase in the number of migrants that used the Southern Mediterranean route from North
African countries. There was a sharp increase in departures from in 2020, but lower than departures from Libya.
➢
Over 22,600 arrivals were recorded at the Canary Islands off the coast of West Africa. It is the highest level
since 2009. The full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.euronews.com/2021/01/08/eu-reportsoverall-drop-in-illegal-migration-but-sharp-rise-in-sea-crossings

•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 08 Dec 20.

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 16 migrants off the
Aegean Sea, Turkey. Reportedly, the vessel that departed Turkish shores to cross over the
migrants to a European territory, encountered difficulties enroute. The authorities assisted the
migrants to the Turkish shores and provided them with necessary medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 08 Dec 20.

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 69 migrants from three
stranded dinghies in the Aegean Sea off Izmir, Turkey. As per reports, 40 migrants were
rescued from Western Izmir and 29 were rescued from Izmir’s Foca district. The authorities
transferred the migrants to the provincial migration authority for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Cesme, Turkey/ 09 Dec 20.

On 09 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 48 migrants from a stranded dinghy off Cesme,
Turkey. Reportedly, the officials rescued the migrants, assisted them ashore and provided necessary medical assistance.
Subsequently, they were transferred to the provincial migration authority for further legal proceedings.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Malaysia/ 11 Dec 20.

On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that MMEA apprehended 51 migrants and a Skipper in the waters off Malaysia.
Reportedly, as part of OP BENTENG the authorities conducted a joint operation with the police, the Malaysian Border
Security Agency (AKSEM) and Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA). Alongwith the suspects, the
officials also seized six vehicles and two boats. The suspects were handed over to the local officials for further
investigation.
Operation TURQUESA II by INTERPOL and UNODC
➢
An INTERPOL led operation against irregular migrant smuggling has led to more than 200 arrests among
criminal networks that were involved in the smuggling of around 3500 migrants throughout the Americas, Africa,
Europe and Asia.
➢
Upto 100 potential victims of human trafficking were also rescued during the operation, known
as “TURQUESA II”, which brought together authorities in 32 countries across four continents, with Brazil serving
as the coordination hub. UNODC, through its extensive network facilitated the coordination between law
enforcement agencies and specialised prosecutors in the preparation phase of the operation to enable the joint
actions. From 27 Nov to 03 Dec 20, coordinated and increased controls were conducted at transit and entry points in
the participating countries, including ports, terminals and border crossings.
➢
Many of the leads were generated as a result of last year’s OPERATION TURQUESA in which authorities in
20 countries across three continents carried out checks at air, land and sea borders to disrupt the organised crime
groups behind key smuggling routes. OPERATION TURQUESA II highlighted that organised crime groups
continue to take advantage of vulnerable people seeking a better life, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic and
demand large sums of money with little or no concern for their welfare.
➢
UNODC’s TRACK4TIP initiative supports regional criminal justice responses to human trafficking among
migration flows within eight countries.
➢
The full article can be accessed on the following link: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/humantrafficking/Webstories2020/unodc-supports-interpol-to-target-migrant-smuggling-and-human-trafficking.html
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police apprehended 18 migrants for
attempting to enter the country illegally via sea-route off Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly,
the migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that the Tunisian authorities apprehended 93 migrants (including 37 women and four
children) about 22 nm North East of the Sfax, Tunisia. Reportedly, the migrants were intercepted after their boat
developed a mechanical failure during an attempt to reach Italy. Reportedly, the authorities transferred the migrants to
Sfax fishing port and handed them over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 42 migrants and two suspected smugglers
onboard three kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Dec 20.

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 19 migrants one suspected smuggler onboard a
kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 16 Dec 20.

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that a boat carrying 30 migrants sank off Tripoli, Libya.
Reportedly, the mortal remains of four migrants washed ashore about 30 nm west of
Tripoli and were recovered by the rescue workers. The whereabouts of the remaining
migrants and the point of departure remain unknown.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 16 Dec 20.

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended a vessel carrying 126 migrants (including 28
children) off the coast of Libya. Reportedly, the migrants were bound to the European Shores. The authorities assisted
the migrants to the Libyan shores and provided them with necessary medical aid.
Comments. As per the National Commission for Human Rights in Libya (NCHRL) the number of refugees and
migrants rescued at sea and returned to Libya during the year 2020 reached 11891. It is noted that there are 44,725
migrants and asylum seekers registered with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Libya
and more than 300 migrants and refugees lost their lives whilst trying to cross the Mediterranean from Libya to
Europe in the year 2020.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 16 Dec 20.

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 19 migrants and one suspected smuggler onboard
a kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
African Migration Trends in 2021
COVID-related border closures across Africa have disrupted the normal flow of regional migration, putting migrants
in greater danger. Border closures in 43 of Africa’s 54 countries in 2020 have created more challenges for migrants
traveling regionally for work. These closures have trapped many migrants in unsafe situations and forced others to
take migration routes that are more dangerous. Moreover, detentions and forced deportations from some countries
and regions have left many migrants stranded in foreign countries. Experts believe pandemic-related mobility
restrictions have created an increased risk of trafficking for migrants once the pandemic is over. The full report can
be accessed on the following link: https://landing.dryadglobal.com/african-migration-trends-to-watch-in-2021
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bodrum, Turkey/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish authorities rescued 27 migrants off the coast of
Bodrum, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants found adrift in the waters off Bodrum were rescued
and assisted ashore by the Turkish authorities. The migrants were handed over to the
provincial migration office for further legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sigacik Gulf, Turkey/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 175 migrants from a
boat off Sigacik Gulf, Turkey. Reportedly, the Coast Guard was deployed based on
information about the presence of a boat with migrants. The authorities also apprehended one
suspect for suspected human trafficking. The migrants were handed over to the provincial
migration office for onward legal proceedings.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 48 migrants and one suspected smuggler onboard
two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kota Tinggi, Malaysia/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 35 migrants off Kota Tinggi, Malaysia.
Reportedly, the migrants were apprehended following a public tip-off on suspicious activities in the local waters. The
officials also seized 750 gm of Syabu in 15 plastic packets, cash in foreign currency, mobile phones and jewellery from
the migrants. The migrants and the seizure were handed over to the immigration authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Coast, Turkey/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 38 migrants off the
Aegean coast of Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants were stranded on two lifeboats and adrift in
the Turkish waters. The Coast Guard team rescued the migrants and shifted them ashore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Lesbos, Greece/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that the Hellenic Coast Guard rescued two migrants off Lesbos, Greece. Reportedly, the
authorities were informed about three missing migrants, who were part of the boat from which 24 migrants were rescued
earlier. The Coast Guard deployed patrol boats and a helicopter and located two survivors. The mortal remains of the
third missing person was also recovered and shifted ashore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Morocco/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that the Morocco authorities rescued 127 irregular migrants off
Morocco. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean using makeshift
inflatable boats. The rescued migrants were provided food, water and medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 12 migrants and one suspected smuggler onboard
a kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 migrants off the coast of
Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants in three boats adrift in the waters of Aegean Sea were
rescued by two Coast Guard boats and shifted ashore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 21 Dec 20.

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard officials apprehended four migrants attempting to enter the
country illegally via sea-route off Muscat, Oman. It was reported that one of the suspects was in possession of narcotic
substances. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 22 Dec 20.

On 22 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 13 migrants and two suspected smugglers
onboard a kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kusadasi, Turkey/ 22 Dec 20.

On 22 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard in two separate incidents rescued 30 migrants stranded in the
Aegean Sea off Turkey. Reportedly, 26 migrants stranded on a lifeboat in the waters of Kusadasi, Aydin were rescued in
the first incident. Four migrants stranded in a boat were rescued separately off Mugla. The migrants were shifted ashore
and handed over to provincial migration authorities for further legal proceedings.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Cyprus/ 22 Dec 20.

On 22 Dec 20, it was reported that the Cypriot authorities rescued 13 migrants and apprehended two smugglers
off Cyprus. Reportedly, the two suspected smugglers of foreign nationality smuggled a group of migrants into the
country and were apprehended during their return passage. The group of migrants included three women, six men and
four children. The migrants were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. As per open-source reports, the migrants paid the smugglers USD 2,500 each for the 70 km journey
from the Turkish coast. As per reports, the migrants waited on the coast for several days for the weather and sea
conditions to allow the trip to Cyprus. Migrants continue to travel to Cyprus, usually in small groups, to seek
asylum.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Marmaris, Turkey/ 23 Dec 20.

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 migrants off Marmaris, Turkey. Reportedly, the
authorities were informed about migrants stranded in two boats in the waters of Marmaris province. The Coast Guard
team rescued the stranded migrants and shifted them ashore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mersin, Turkey/ 23 Dec 20.

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard authorities in two separate incidents rescued 87 migrants
off the coast of Turkey. In the first incident, the authorities rescued 15 migrants from an inflatable boat off the coast of
Mersin, Turkey and apprehended two suspects on the charges of irregular human migration. In a separate incident,
authorities rescued 72 migrants from six lifeboats stranded in Turkish territorial waters off the coast of Aydin. The
rescued migrants were assisted ashore and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 23 Dec 20.

On 23 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 56 migrants and three suspected smugglers
onboard five kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tunisia/ 24 Dec 20.

On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that the Tunisian authorities rescued five migrants from a
capsized boat off the coast of Tunisia. As per reports, there were 45 migrants (Sub-Saharan
Africans) onboard the boat and 20 migrants lost their lives at sea. A search was initiated to
locate the missing migrants. The migrants reportedly attempted to reach the Italian island of
Lampedusa.
Comments. As per reports, the number of migrants attempting to cross to Europe from Tunisia has been on the rise
since 2017. Between the start of 2020 and mid-September, more than 8,580 people have been intercepted attempting
to reach Europe by sea from Tunisia, including 2,104 non-Tunisians.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 24 Dec 20.

On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard authorities in three separate incidents rescued 122 migrants
off the coast of Turkey. In the first incident, the authorities rescued 53 migrants in two boats off Canakkale. In a separate
incident on the same day, authorities rescued 32 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off Izmir. Reportedly, the
authorities responded to a distress alert after the boat was adrift due to engine breakdown. In the third incident, 37
migrants were rescued from an inflatable boat off the coast of Balikesir.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 25 Dec 20.

On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 34 migrants and four suspected smugglers
onboard five kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 25 Dec 20.

On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 111 migrants in three
separate incidents off Izmir, Turkey. In the first incident, 32 migrants were rescued from a
stranded dinghy off the coast of Turkey. In the second incident, a group of 24 migrants
were rescued by the Turkish officials in the same region. In the third incident, the Turkish
Coast Guard team rescued another 55 migrants in the country’s territorial waters. The
migrants were provided with necessary medical aid and were transferred to the provincial
migration authority.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 27 Dec 20.

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued nine migrants off the coast of Mugla, Turkey.
Reportedly, the migrants were stranded on a lifeboat in the Turkish waters. The authorities assisted migrants to the
Turkish shores and provided them with necessary medical aid.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Nador, Morocco/ 27 Dec 20.

On 27 Dec 20, it was reported that the Moroccan authorities apprehended 44 migrants and one suspect on charges of
irregular human migration off Nador, Morocco. In addition, the officials also seized an inflatable boat, life jackets and
drums filled with gasoline. The migrants and the suspect were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
Comments. As per open-source reports, Moroccan authorities arrested 466 suspects allegedly linked to 123 human
trafficking networks in the month of Dec 20. Officials also prevented 9,179 candidates for irregular migration,
including 6,162 of foreign nationalities, from leaving Morocco.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 28 Dec 20.

On 28 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 18 migrants off
Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the Coast Guard officials assisted the migrants to the
Turkish shores and provided them with necessary medical assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 29 Dec 20.

On 29 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued one migrant from an inflatable boat off Mugla,
Turkey. Reportedly, the boat ran out of fuel and was adrift at sea. The officials assisted the migrant to the Turkish shores
and provided necessary assistance.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that Turkish Coast Guard rescued 187 migrants from a merchant vessel off Izmir, Turkey.
In addition, two suspects were apprehended by the authorities on charges of irregular human migration. Reportedly, the
migrants departed the Turkish shores onboard the vessel and were destined to Italy.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Pantai Morib, Malaysia/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended one local and four foreign nationals off Pantai
Morib, Malaysia. The suspects reportedly attempted to enter Malaysia illegally via sea-route onboard a boat. The
suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
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•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 31 Dec 20.

On 31 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish authorities rescued six migrants from an inflatable boat off Izmir, Turkey.
The boat reportedly encountered heavy weather and was adrift in the area. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore.
•

Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 31 Dec 20.

On 31 Dec 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 19 migrants off the coast of Mugla, Turkey.
Reportedly, the Turkish authorities responded to a distress alert after the fibre boat developed a mechanical failure and
was adrift in the area. The officials assisted the migrants ashore and provided them with necessary medical aid.
UN IOM – Missing Migrants Project Data for 2020
➢ The International Organisation for Migration (IOM)’s Missing Migrants Project has recorded over 3,000 deaths
on migratory routes worldwide so far in 2020. Despite COVID-19 and the extensive travel restrictions and measures
implemented on borders across the world in an attempt to control the spread of the virus, tens of thousands of people
continued to leave their homes and embark on dangerous journeys across deserts and seas.
➢ Though the overall number of people known to have lost their lives in 2020 is fewer than previous years, some
routes saw an increase in fatalities. Most notably, at least 593 people died enroute to Spain’s Canary Islands thus far
in 2020, compared to 210 recorded in 2019 and 45 in 2018.
➢ At least 1,773 people died within and enroute to Europe this year, making up the majority of fatalities recorded
worldwide, a trend that has continued since 2014, when IOM’s Missing Migrants Project began collecting this data.
➢ Some 245 migrants lost lives in Southeast Asia – most of whom were Rohingya refugees travelling by boats from
Myanmar and Bangladesh towards Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia.
➢ Authorities added that the decrease in recorded migrant deaths is not necessarily an indication that the number
of lives lost truly decreased in 2020, as COVID-19 also meant significant changes to the availability of data on
deaths during migration and the ability to monitor specific routes. Even before the pandemic, migrant deaths tend to
be underreported or sometimes unrecorded. During COVID-19, many of the constraints to collecting such data have
increased. Reports collected from surveys of migrants who may have witnessed a death, for example, were largely
unavailable in 2020. Such survey data is often the only source of information on migrant deaths in remote regions
such as the Sahara Desert.
➢ These data challenges are exemplified by the number of unconfirmed invisible shipwrecks – vessels which
vanished with no survivors – recorded on maritime migration routes to Europe in 2020. According to IOM’s internal
records, at least 14 such cases, totalling around 600 additional lives lost, are not included in the Missing Migrants
Project’s records due to a lack of corroborating information needed to record a death according to the project’s
methodology. Reports of invisible shipwrecks largely come from distress calls and reports of missing family members
relayed to NGOs.
➢ Data on migrant deaths in 2020 will likely continue to be collated until early 2021, the trends and data
challenges already seen indicate that even the strictest travel restrictions do not stop irregular migration, nor do they
prevent the loss of life on these dangerous routes. The continuation of these deaths across the world shows the urgent
need for safe, legal migration avenues. The full article can be accessed on the following link:
https://www.iom.int/news/over-3000-people-die-during-migration-journeys-2020-despite-covid-19-pandem
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

66 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Dec 20 which is a 10% increase from 60
incidents reported in Nov 20. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue, followed by vessels sunk
at sea and incidents of vessels being detained by authorities. The month witnessed six collisions, which is a sharp
rise from just two such incidents in Nov 20. While four of these incidents involved a two-vessel collision situation,
there were no reports of significant damages or oil spill related to the incidents. However, a loss of life was reported
in a collision involving two jet-skis.
Aground – The Centre monitored reporting of four incidents of vessels running aground. Three of these were
reported at various locations in the waters of SE Asia. The high number of incidents observed in Nov 20 and Dec 20
may possibly be attributed to localised heavy weather phenomenon in the region.
Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – Six incidents of capsizing and 10 incidents of vessels sinking at sea were recorded
by the Centre. While this is a minor increase from Nov 20, it is a 60% increase from the similar incidents reported
in Oct 20. The sharp increase may be attributed to reporting of 12 incidents in South East Asia due to heavy
weather and sea conditions, associated with the ongoing North East monsoon.
SAR Operations – 13 SAR and three Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were monitored
during the month of Dec 20. This is small decrease from 19 combined incidents reported in Nov 20 respectively.
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SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS
•

Aground/ Off Tuapejat Port, Indonesia/ 02 Dec 20.

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that a passenger RORO SABUK NUSANTARA 68 ran aground over a reef off Tuapejat
port, Indonesia. All passengers were evacuated by the Indonesian authorities and were reported to be safe. Reportedly,
the vessel was refloated during the high tide in the area.
•

SAR/ Off Sentosa Cove, Singapore/ 02 Dec 20.

On 02 Dec 20, it was reported that the Singapore authorities rescued two personnel after their
kayak capsized near floating sea barriers off Sentosa Cove, Singapore. Reportedly, the kayak
flipped after encountering heavy weather. However, one of them was rescued by a boat
deployed by the authorities and the other was rescued by a jet-ski operator in vicinity.
•

SAR/ Off Chennai, India/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard Hovercraft rescued three local fishermen
who were stranded off an island for over two days off Chennai, India. Reportedly, the
fishermen were stranded at sea due to heavy weather.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off Langkawi, Malaysia/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the vessel MARINE STAR 2 carrying over 300 passengers was disabled off Langkawi,
Malaysia. The vessel reportedly encountered troubles with the fuel filter approx 30 mins after leaving the Kuah passenger
terminal in Langkawi. Subsequently, the ferry operator towed the vessel back to the Kuah passenger terminal. All crew
members and passengers were reported to be safe.
•

SAR/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippine Navy vessel BRP MIGUEL MALVAR
(PS19) rescued 33 passengers from a stranded boat off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines.
Reportedly, the passenger vessel issued a distress message after a mechanical failure and
was adrift in the area. The officials located the vessel using electronic and visual means
and conducted the rescue operation. The passengers were assisted ashore and were
provided necessary medical aid.
•

SAR/ Off Maldives/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that the Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) rescued
two stranded Sri Lankan fishing boats with 11 crew members off the coast of Maldives.
Reportedly, the vessels were stranded at sea due to heavy weather associated with cyclone
BUREVI. A Maldivian fishing boat MOOSUN 7 located the Sri Lankan boats and informed
the authorities. Subsequently, MNDF authorities assisted them to the Maldivian shores. All
crew members were reported to be safe.
•

Medevac/ Off Chumphon, Thailand/ 03 Dec 20.

On 03 Dec 20, it was reported that THAI-MECC evacuated a crew member from a tanker
off Chumphon, Thailand. The crew reportedly required urgent medical assistance and the
authorities coordinated with the local port teams for medical evacuation. The crew member
was shifted ashore and later transferred to a local hospital.
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•

Sunk/ Off Caluya Island, Philippines/ 04 Nov 20.

On 04 Dec 20, it was reported that a fishing banca (local boat) sank after encountering heavy weather off Caluya Island,
Philippines. Reportedly, a motor vessel rescued nine fishermen from the distressed fishing boat. A distress message was
relayed and the crew of MV EDUARDO UNO transiting the area rescued all fishermen from the vessel and assisted them
ashore.
•

Sunk/ Off Quang Nam, Vietnam/ 05 Dec 20.

On 05 Dec 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged general cargo vessel HAI HA 28 sank off Quang Nam, Vietnam.
Reportedly, the vessel loaded with a cargo of cement was anchored in Cu Lao Cham Island waters. However, she
reported water ingress due to heavy weather, which flooded her engine room. The vessel eventually sank at the
anchorage and the authorities safely evacuated all 10 crew members.
•

Medevac/ Off Laamu Atoll, Maldives/ 05 Dec 20.

On 05 Dec 20, it was reported that Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) provided
medical assistance to a crew member of a foreign vessel off Maldives. Reportedly, the crew
member required urgent medical assistance and was shifted ashore. Subsequently, the crew
member was transferred to a local hospital.
•

Collision/ Off Damman, Saudi Arabia/ 06 Dec 20.

On 06 Dec 20, it was reported that two cargo vessels collided in the water canal at the King Abdul Aziz Port off
Dammam, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the collision took place between Saudi and Tanzanian flagged vessels. However, no
casualties were reported. The cause of the collision and the extent of damages were not reported.
•

Collision/ Off Chittagong Anchorage, Bangladesh/ 07 Dec 20.

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that a Panama Flagged bulk carrier GLOBAL GENESIS collided with a Liberia flagged
bulk carrier OCEANLOVE at Chittagong Anchorage, Bangladesh. Reportedly, both the vessels sustained damages due to
the impact of collision. The cause of the collision and the extent of damages were not reported.
•

Collision/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 07 Dec 20.

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that one personnel was killed while another sustained injuries
in a collision between two jet-skis near Palm Jumeirah in Dubai, UAE. Authorities
attributed the collision to negligence and lack of attention while riding the jet ski.
•

Death/ Off Chennai, India/ 07 Dec 20.

On 07 Dec 20, it was reported that a local drowned at sea off Chennai, India. Reportedly, the man lost his life while
attempting to rescue his daughter who was dragged into the sea by strong waves during surfing. A fisherman sighted the
girl and rescued her but could not rescue her father. The local police retrieved the mortal remains after it washed ashore.
•

Missing/ Off Kochi, India/ 08 Dec 20.

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that a fisherman was reported missing off Kochi, India. Reportedly, a group of 12
fishermen went for deep sea fishing onboard a mechanised boat on 07 Dec 20. The fishermen from the boat reported to
the authorities that one fellow crew member went missing. A search was initiated to locate the missing fisherman.
•

SAR/ Off Paradip, India/ 08 Dec 20.

On 08 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard Ship VARAD rescued 19 crew
members from a distressed Bangladesh flagged fishing boat RANA, South East of
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Paradip, India. Reportedly, the boat was adrift for 10 days due to machinery breakdown. The Coast Guard sighted the
boat and towed it to safety.
•

Capsize/ Off Kubang Badak, Malaysia/ 10 Dec 20.

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities sighted a capsized boat floating
off Kubang Badak, Malaysia. The authorities reported that the identity of the boat could not
be ascertained. Reportedly, a body was found floating and entangled to the anchor rope of
the capsized boat. The authorities retrieved the mortal remains of the unidentified woman
and handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Aground/ Off Binh Dinh Province, Vietnam/ 10 Dec 20.

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged general cargo vessel HUY HOANG 18 with 11 crew members ran
aground off Binh Dinh province, central Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel enroute from Ho Chi Minh to Haiphong ran
aground on a small islet which caused a hull breach and water ingress. However, all crew members were reported to be
safe.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Bintulu, Malaysia/ 10 Dec 20.

On 10 Dec 20, it was reported that the MMEA apprehended two tugboats and two barges for
engaging in unauthorised shipments off Bintulu, Malaysia. Reportedly, 11 personnel which
included five locals and six foreign nationals were apprehended for carrying out tax evasion
shipments suspected to be ‘Quarry Dust’. The suspects, tug boats and barges were handed
over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Sunk/ Off Bawean Island, Indonesia/ 11 Dec 20.

On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that the tugboat MITRA JAYA VIII sank off Bawean Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the tug
was engaged in towing Barge SBU 88 loaded with Palm Oil from Palangkaraya, Central Kalimantan to Gresik Regency,
East Java. However, during the passage the tug encountered heavy weather and eventually sank. Five out of the eight
crew members were rescued and a search operation was initiated to locate the missing crew.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Kedah, Malaysia/ 11 Dec 20.

On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
detained a local trawler with four crew members off Kuala Kedah, Malaysia. Reportedly, the
vessel violated the Fisheries Act 1985. The trawler alongwith the fishermen and about two
tonnes of fish catch were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
Comments. The Fisheries Act 1985 is a Malaysian federal act relating to the administration and management
of fisheries, including the conservation and development of maritime and estuarine fishing and fisheries in
Malaysian waters.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Con Dao, Vietnam/ 11 Dec 20.

On 11 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard detained two vessels for carrying
undocumented diesel oil off Con Dao, Vietnam. In the first incident, the task force detained
a vessel TG 96669 TS for carrying 150,000 ltr of undocumented diesel oil about 70 nm
South West of Con Dao. In a separate incident, task force detained a vessel PROJECT 868
about 80 nm South West of Con Dao for transporting 100,000 ltr of undocumented diesel
oil. The vessels alongwith the diesel oil were handed over to local authorities for further
investigations.
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•

Fire/ Off Kolhufushi Island, Maldives/ 12 Dec 20.

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that a fishing vessel caught fire off Kolhufushi Island,
Maldives. As per reports, a petrol tank onboard caught fire due to which three personnel
sustained injuries. The victims were reported to be transferred to Muli Regional Hospital for
medical treatment.
•

Fire/ Off Lamu, Kenya/ 12 Dec 20.

On 12 Dec 20, it was reported that a boat with two crew members caught fire off Lamu, Kenya.
Reportedly, the boat was transporting Khat from Mokowe to Kiunga in Lamu County. The boat
and the khat were reported to be completely destroyed due to fire. However, the injured crew
members were rescued by the local authorities and were later shifted to a hospital for treatment.
The cause of the fire was not reported.
Comments. Boats are the main modes of movement in Lamu's water transport system. They are mainly used by
people entering and exiting Lamu Island from other islands as well as the mainland areas. A similar incident was
reported in Feb 20 when a man was seriously injured after his boat caught fire on Lamu Island. The incident was
reportedly caused by a cigarette related fire.
•

SAR/ Off Mahe, Seychelles/ 13 Dec 20.

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that the Seychelles Coast Guard rescued five foreign divers off Mahe, Seychelles.
Reportedly, the foreign nationals went for diving on a small boat. However, the boat drifted away due to strong currents
and the divers could not be located. An alert was raised and a SAR was initiated. Subsequently, two helicopters were
deployed and the divers were rescued after being stranded at sea for about six hours.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Sarawak, Malaysia/ 13 Dec 20.

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA) apprehended a tug towing a barge with 3,500 tonnes of gravel off Sarawak,
Malaysia. As per reports, the vessels were transporting the cargo without a port clearance
permit. MMEA apprehended six crew members (two locals and four foreign nationals)
from the vessels. The cargo and the vessels were handed over to the local authorities for
further investigation.
•

Man Overboard/ Off Visakhapatnam, India/ 13 Dec 20.

On 13 Dec 20, it was reported that a man fell over board from a vessel transiting in the Bay of Bengal. Reportedly, the
incident took place about 260 nm South East of Visakhapatnam, India. A search operation was initiated to locate the
missing sea farer.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Piai, Malaysia/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA) detained an Equatorial Guinea flagged vessel for unauthorised anchoring off
Tanjung Piai, Malaysia. Reportedly, the tanker loaded with marine gas oil anchored in the
Malaysian waters without valid permission. The MMEA authorities apprehended the
Master and five crew members of foreign nationality.
•

Sunk/ Off Batu Ampat Anchorage, Indonesia/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported a dredger KING RICHARD X sank at Batu Ampat Anchorage, Indonesia. Reportedly, the
vessel was anchored in the area since Mar 18 with four maintenance crew onboard. The vessel reportedly sank due to
gradual water ingress. The four crew members were safely evacuated from the vessel.
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•

Fire/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 14 Dec 20.

On 14 Dec 20, it was reported that a Singapore flagged product tanker BW RHINE caught fire off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Reportedly, the vessel was hit by an external source which resulted in explosion and fire onboard. The fire was brought
under control by the crew with assistance from shore fire brigade and tug boats. All 22 crew members were reported to
be safe.
•

Collision/ Off East Java, Indonesia/ 15 Dec 20.

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that a South Korea flagged container vessel KMTC JEBEL
ALI collided with a coastal cargo boat BAHTERA SALBACH while leaving Surabaya, East
Java, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat sank due to the impact of collision. However, the
eight crew members onboard the boat were rescued and reported to be safe.
nv

Comments. As per open-source reports, the container vessel was reportedly detained at Surabaya till 18 Dec 20 for
investigation.
•

Sunk/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 15 Dec 20.

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that a fishing boat sank after colliding with a buoy off Swettenham Pier, Penang,
Malaysia. Reportedly, the Malaysian authorities rescued five fishermen from the boat. However, one person without
safety jacket was reported missing during the incident.
•

Fire/ Off Canark, Iran/ 15 Dec 20.

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that four large fishing boats were damaged in a fire at the
Iranian port of Canark. Reportedly, the Iran Coast guard teams were deployed to the port
to evacuate the crew and control the fire. The cause of the fire and extent of damage was
not reported. However, the crew was reported to be safe.
•

Capsize/ Off Noakhali, Bangladesh/ 15 Dec 20.

On 15 Dec 20, it was reported that a trawler capsized in Meghna River off Noakhali,
Bangladesh. Reportedly, the trawler carrying around 40 personnel onboard capsized due
to strong currents in the area. It was reported that mortal remains of seven passengers
were recovered and a search operation was initiated to locate the missing passengers. As
per open-source reports, mortal remains of two more personnel were recovered on 21
Dec 20. The search operation was continued to locate the remaining personnel.
•

Collision/ Off Wajok Hilir, Indonesia/ 16 Dec 20.

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged cargo ship LIMA VALERIE collided with a barge and a dock in
the waters of Wajok Hilir, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel suffered a power failure, lost control and subsequently
collided with the pier. The barge which was berthed at the pier was reported to be damaged. One person was reported to
be injured and the bow of the LIMA VALERIE was also damaged.
•

Collision/ Off Chittagong, Bangladesh/ 16 Dec 20.

On 16 Dec 20, it was reported that a Cyprus flagged container vessel KAPITAN AFANASYEV collided with Liberia
flagged container vessel HAPPY BEE off Chittagong Port, Bangladesh. Reportedly, KAPITAN AFANASYEV while
berthing at the pier of Chittagong Port collided with HAPPY BEE berthed at the adjacent berth. It was reported that both
vessels sustained damages due to the impact.
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•

Sunk/ Off Phu Quy Island, Vietnam/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that a Panama flagged general cargo vessel XIN HONG sank in the waters of Phu Quy
Island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel loaded with clay developed a list while transiting off Phu Quy, Vietnam. It was
reported that the list was caused by the shift in cargo owing to heavy weather in the area. The vessel partially sank about
1.5 nm away from the shore. Reportedly, 15 crew members went missing and a search operation was initiated to locate
them.
Update
22 Dec 20. As per open-source reports, it was reported that 11 crew members of the vessel were rescued and two
bodies were found. However, two crew members continue to remain missing.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Malaysia/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained two tankers for
unauthorised anchoring off Malaysia. A Malaysian flagged tanker with 14 foreign crew members was detained about 12
nm East of Tanjung Lompat. In the second incident, a Mongolia flagged tanker with 11 foreign crew onboard was
detained about 10 nm South West of Tanjung Penawar. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further
investigation.
Comments. All crew members involved would be investigated under Section 491B(1)(L) of the Merchant Shipping
Ordinance 1952 for anchoring without a permit. If convicted, the owner of the vessel and the Master could face a
maximum fine of USD 24,600 or a jail term of upto two years or both.
•

SAR/ Off Okha, Gujarat, India/ 17 Dec 20.

On 17 Dec 20, it was reported that the Coast Guard ship C-413 rescued seven crew
members from the fishing vessel IFB SHREE DARIYA KHEDU off Okha, Gujarat,
India. Reportedly, the fishing boat raised a distress message as it partially submerged
in the area. The Coast Guard officials assisted the fishermen ashore and provided them
with necessary medical aid.
•

Aground/ Off Ismailya, Egypt/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that a Malta flagged container vessel AL ZUBARA ran aground while transiting through
Suez Canal off Ismailya, Egypt. The vessel was refloated with the help of tugs about five to six hours after the incident
and she continued her voyage to Singapore.
•

Sunk/ Off Dwarka, India/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that an Indian fishing boat DARIYA KHEDU submerged off Dwarka, India. However, the
cause of the sinking and the details of crew members onboard were not reported.
•

SAR/ Off Anjarle Beach, India/ 18 Dec 20.

On 18 Dec 20, it was reported that three locals were rescued off Anjarle Beach, India. Reportedly, a distress was raised
after six personnel were dragged into deeper waters and drowned at sea. The locals in vicinity initiated a search and
rescued three personnel. The search was continued for the missing personnel and the mortal remains were recovered later
in the day. The rescued personnel were shifted to a hospital for medical treatment.
•

Capsize/ Off Albay, Philippines/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 16 personnel from a capsized boat in the waters off
Albay, Philippines. Reportedly, the boat carrying 14 health workers and two crew members was enroute from Rapu-Rapu
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Island to Legazpi. The boat encountered heavy weather and eventually capsized. The heavy weather was attributed to the
North East monsoon and a local depression in the area.
•

Fire/ Off Surigao Del Norte, Philippines/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that a passenger boat caught fire and sank in the waters off Surigao del Norte, Philippines.
Reportedly, the engine caught fire after a leak from the fuel container which eventually led to sinking of boat. The nine
personnel which included two crew and seven passengers jumped overboard and were rescued by fishermen in the
vicinity. They were shifted ashore and subsequently transferred to a hospital for treatment.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off Nha Trang, Vietnam/ 19 Dec 20.

On 19 Dec 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged container vessel BIENDONG
TRADER encountered engine failure off Nha Trang, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel
enroute from Vung Tau to Quy Nhon experienced engine troubles and anchored off Nha
Trang to counter drifting in the stormy seas. It was reported that the efforts of a rescue tug
deployed to assist the vessel failed due to prevailing heavy weather.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Penawar, Malaysia/ 20 Dec 20.

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
detained a St Kitts & Nevis flagged tanker about 11 nm East of Tanjung Penawar,
Malaysia. The vessel reportedly entered in the Malaysian waters without valid permission.
The vessel alongwith the 10 crew members (foreign nationals) were handed over to the
local authorities for further investigation.
•

Aground/ Off Merak, Indonesia/ 20 Dec 20.

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged passenger RORO SAFIRA NUSANTARA ran aground near the
port of Merak, Indonesia. Reportedly, the incident occurred due to technical failure of the navigational aids at the port.
Two tugs were deployed to assist the vessel which was safely re-floated on 21 Dec 20.
•

Sunk/ Off La- Ngu, Thailand/ 20 Dec 20.

On 20 Dec 20, it was reported that a boat sank while fishing off La-Ngu District, Thailand. The local scuba diving team
searched for the crew and then assisted them ashore. The crew were reported to be safe.
•

Capsize/ Off Bhatkal, India/ 21 Dec 20.

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that a fishing boat carrying three fishermen capsized off Bhatkal, Karnataka. The
fishermen raised an alarm and were rescued by fishermen from another boat in the vicinity. It was reported that the
capsized boat eventually sank in the area. The cause of the incident was not reported.
•

SAR/ Off Songkhla, Thailand/ 21 Dec 20.

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that a fisherman went missing from a boat off Songkhla Province, Thailand. Reportedly,
the fisherman fell over-board from a boat off Songkhla. A search operation was initiated by the local authorities to locate
the missing fisherman.
•

Sunk/ Off Vung Tau, Vietnam/ 21 Dec 20.

On 21 Dec 20, it was reported that a Sierra Leone flagged cargo vessel DONG YANG with 10 crew members sank off
Vung Tau, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel developed a 25 degree list due to heavy weather and eventually sank in the
area. The vessel issued a distress signal and the crew members abandoned the ship on a life raft. It was reported that the
Vietnam MRCC directed two ships transiting in the vicinity LPG tanker AL SAMRIYA and container vessel JPO PISCES
to assist the crew. The vessels rescued the crew members and shifted them ashore.
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•

Missing/ Off Malpe, India/ 24 Dec 20.

On 24 Dec 20, it was reported that a local fisherman onboard a fishing vessel DEVI CHAMUNDESHWARI went missing
off Malpe, India. The fisherman reportedly fell overboard from the vessel due to heavy weather. A search was initiated to
locate the missing fisherman.
•

Fire/ Off Melaka, Malaysia/ 25 Dec 20.

On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian flagged tug TAG NUR 21 with seven
crew members onboard, caught fire off Port Dickson, Melaka, Malaysia. Reportedly, tugs
in the vicinity responded to the incident and evacuated all crew members. The fire was
reportedly brought under control. The cause of the incident was not reported.
•

SAR/ Off Larak, Iran/ 26 Dec 20.

On 26 Dec 20, it was reported that a landing craft vessel with seven crew members onboard capsized off Larak, Iran. All
the crew members were reported to be missing. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing crew members.
•

SAR/ Off Odisha, India/ 26 Dec 20.

On 26 Dec 20, it was reported that one local went missing off Odisha, India. The local reportedly got caught into the
strong currents and was dragged into deeper waters. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing person.
Ministry to promote floating jetties for various usages all along the Indian Coastline

•

➢ Indian Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has compiled the draft guidelines for technical specifications of
floating structures, with a vision to set up and deploy world-class floating infrastructure all along the coastline and
issued the same for public consultation.
➢ Deployment of floating jetties, especially in locations having a large tidal range, where conventional quay poses
problems during low tide periods, is very convenient. Floating Jetties, at such locations, provide constant freeboard,
eases embarkation of ship’s stores and straightforward unloading of the fishermen’s catch. It consequently leads to
increased productivity as well as safety of the fishermen in the long run.
•

Fire/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 28 Dec 20.

On 28 Dec 20, it was reported that a Panama flagged bulk carrier PORT STAR caught fire
off Karachi port, Pakistan. Reportedly, the vessel arrived at Karachi port on 23 Dec 20 and
the fire broke out when the cargo was being offloaded. The fire was brought under control
by the Port authorities. The cause of the incident was not reported.
•

Medevac/ Off Mossel Bay, South Africa/ 28 Dec 20.

On 28 Dec 20, it was reported that the sea rescue craft ST BLAIZE RESCUER accompanied by a medical team evacuated
a crew member from a tanker off Mossel Bay, South Africa. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical
assistance. The patient was transferred to a lifeboat and was later shifted to a local hospital.
•

Violent Confrontation/ Off Daman, India/ 29 Dec 20.

On 29 Dec 20, an incident of violent confrontation was reported onboard a fishing boat operating off Daman, India. It
was reported that local fishermen attempted to attack a fishing boat from a neighbouring state over a dispute related to
jurisdiction for fishing. A fisherman was injured and minor damages were reported onboard the boat.
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•

SAR/ Off Diu, India/ 29 Dec 20.

On 29 Dec 20, it was reported that seven fishermen were rescued from the fishing vessel PRATHANA off Diu, India.
Reportedly, the fishing vessel developed cracks due to heavy weather and eventually sank in the area. The seven
fishermen onboard the boat was rescued by another fishing boat in the vicinity.
•

Mechanical Failure/ Off Aqaba, Jordan/ 29 Dec 20.

On 29 Dec 20, it was reported that a Palau flagged cargo vessel JASMINE suffered mechanical failure off Aqaba, Jordan.
As per reports, the vessel’s departure from the port was delayed for undertaking repairs. The nature of failure was not
reported.
•

SAR/ Off Barangay Silonay, Philippines/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) coordinated
rescue of five crew members from a distressed vessel off Barangay Silonay,
Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather and issued a distress
alert after water ingress was observed due to severe list. The PCG relayed the location
to vessels in vicinity and diverted MV ANICA TV towards the distressed vessel. All five
crew members were rescued safely and transferred ashore by the vessel.
•

Sunk/ Off Khawr Abd Allah, Kuwait/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that an Iranian flagged cargo vessel TOORAN sank off Khawr Abd Allah, Kuwait. The
cause of incident and crew details were not reported.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Upeh Island, Malaysia/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a foreign flagged tanker for unauthorised anchoring
off Upeh Island, Malaysia. As per reports, there were 26 crew members (all foreign nationals) onboard. The crew failed
to produce valid documents. The vessel and the crew were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Penyusop, Malaysia/ 30 Dec 20.

On 30 Dec 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
detained a tanker for unauthorised anchoring off Tanjung Penyusop, Malaysia. The vessel
reportedly had 10 foreign crew members and was registered in Alofi. The vessel did not
possess valid permit to anchor in Malaysian waters. The suspects and the vessel were
handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.
•

Capsize/ Off Terengganu, Malaysia/ 31 Dec 20.

On 31 Dec 20, it was reported that five local fishermen went missing after their boat capsized off Terengganu, Malaysia.
Reportedly, the Skipper issued a distress message to another boat in vicinity and reported water ingress due to heavy
weather. As per reports, a SAR was initiated by the Malaysian authorities to locate the missing fishermen.
•

Capsize/ Off Chachoengsao, Thailand/ 31 Dec 20.

On 31 Dec 20, it was reported that a tourist boat carrying 12 passengers (including two children) capsized off
Chachoengsao, Thailand. The boat reportedly encountered heavy weather. However, nine passengers were able to swim
ashore, two were reported to have drowned and one went missing. A search was initiated to locate the missing passenger.

51

Gulf of Aden/Gulf of Oman Update
•

Incidents in Gulf of Aden.

One incident of Attack on a cargo vessel MV HASAN and two incidents of suspicious approach were reported in the
Gulf of Aden in Dec 20. The suspicious approached were reported by vessels transiting in vicinity of Bab-El-Mandeb
and Yemen. MV HASAN was attacked by perpetrators in two speeds about 35 nm SW of Nishtun, Yemen. The exact
cause of incident remains unclear and the possibility of accidental attack due to mistaken identity cannot be ruled out.
The Centre monitored 21 incidents of suspicious approach in the Gulf of Aden in 2020. There were no reported incidents
in the Gulf of Oman/ Persian Gulf region. The details have been covered in the first section of the MMSU.
Recent Maritime Security Incidents in South Red Sea
➢
The Centre monitored advisories issued by UKMTO and MSCHOA regarding an explosion onboard a tanker
at the port of Jeddah on 14 Dec 20. Subsequent to the attack, the port was closed for operations for a short duration.
➢
It was reported that the Singapore flagged tanker BW RHINE was hit by an external source whilst discharging
at Jeddah Oil terminal which caused an explosion and a subsequent fire onboard the vessel. The fire was brought
under control by the ship’s crew and the port support teams. The crew was reported to be safe.
➢
Considering there were no reports that indicated presence of drifting sea mines in the area, it is believed that
this was a targeted attack, probably using a Remotely Controlled WBIED (RC-WBIED).
➢
DNK-IOC in an Intelligence report assessed the likelihood of use of waterborne explosive for the attack
attributable to a fall-out of the ongoing conflict in the region.
➢
Based on the Industry Releasable Threat Bulletin (IRTB) issued by Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) and
European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the attack was very likely carried out using a WBIED.
➢
On 25 Dec 20, it was reported that a Saudi Arabia flagged landing craft was damaged due to a mine hit in the
Southern Red Sea.
➢
Between 18 to 27 Dec 20, the Arab Coalition, reported having recovered/ destroyed 11 mines along the Yemen
coast in the Red Sea.
➢
In addition to these three incidents, on 09 Dec 20, it was reported that two remotely controlled waterborne
explosive device (RC-WBIED) attacks were foiled by the Coalition in an undisclosed location.
➢
The attack on MT BW RHINE is the second such incident in the region in two consecutive months. In Nov 20,
MT AGRARI experienced an explosion off Al Shuqaiq terminal of Saudi Arabia in Red Sea.
➢
The increased use of hybrid means viz., WBIED, mines, remotely controlled unmanned skiffs (as observed
in Mar 20) and the attacks on vessels in vicinity of ports/ terminals complicates the security situation in the area.
➢
Based on the inputs of Industry Releasable Threat Assessment (IRTA) issued by CMF and EU NAVFOR, the
risk from hybrid threats is limited to Saudi Arabia and SLC flagged vessels. However, as seen in recent months the
possibility of mis-identification and collateral damage does transfer risk to vessels transiting the area.
➢
Mariners are advised to continue to exercise caution and ensure strict adherence to BMP5 and other
preventive measures already being undertaken by the vessels.
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Information/ Events of Interest
•

IMO urges priority vaccination for seafarers.

In a resolution on international cooperation to address challenges faced
by seafarers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the UN recognised
the need for an urgent and concrete response from all stakeholders,
including the private sector, to resolve the situation of seafarers stranded
at sea and/ or unable to join ships because of national travel restrictions.
The resolution also encourages governments and relevant stakeholders
to implement IMO-recognised protocols to ensure safe ship crew
changes and travel during the pandemic, taking into account essential
preventive measures by port states against COVID-19.
•

International Day for Abolition of Slavery - 02 Dec 20.

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, 02 Dec 20, marks the date of the
adoption, by the General Assembly, of the United Nations Convention for the suppression
of human trafficking and human smuggling (resolution 317(IV) of 02 December 1949).
The focus of this day is on eradicating contemporary forms of slavery, such as human
trafficking, sexual exploitation, child labour and the forced recruitment of children for
use in armed conflict.
•

Ocean Infinity acquires World’s largest robotic vessels to its fleet.

Ocean Infinity (an American marine robotics company) announced that it will
construct eight large (78 mtr long) autonomous ships with the concept of robotic
vessels soon. They will be capable of working with no personnel offshore whilst
also consuming solely renewable fuel such as ammonia. The vessel is expected to
be launched in mid-2022. It will be added to its ARMADA fleet.
•

UN gets permission to repair FSO SAFER.

The United Nations stated that it had been granted permission by Yemen’s Houthis to
inspect and repair the rusting tanker FSO SAFER, moored near the Yemeni coast that
is threatening to leak four times the oil spilled by the EXXON VALDEZ in 1989.
Environmental experts have likened the SAFER to a floating bomb, holding 34
storage tanks of oil that could befoul Yemen’s coast, poison coral reefs and paralyse
Red Sea shipping lanes that are vital to supplying aid to the country. It lies just a few
miles from Hudaydah, a contested Red Sea port, raising the risk that a stray shell or
bomb could puncture the hull.
•

Supporting Maritime technical cooperation during the pandemic- IMO.

IMO’s technical cooperation activities are critical for implementation of IMO measures and for developing a sustainable
maritime sector. The Technical Cooperation Committee oversees this important work and met in virtual session from
07-11 Dec 20. The agenda for the session included implementation of the Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme
(ITCP), resource mobilisation and partnerships and the regional presence scheme. The Committee will also continue
work on developing SMART indicators for data collection within IMO's mandate for technical cooperation, in support of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 2020 world maritime theme Sustainable Shipping for a
Sustainable Planet.
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•

Strengthening port security in East-South Africa and Indian Ocean.

INTERPOL's four-year Port Security Project (PSP) is designed to enhance the
capabilities of law enforcement agencies and port authorities to prevent, detect,
investigate and respond to threats to port security. The nine participating countries are
located in the East African, South African and Indian Ocean regions viz., Angola,
Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles and
Tanzania. The project is coordinated by the Indian Ocean Commission and
implemented jointly with the UNODC and International Maritime Organisation. This
project aims at developing deeper understanding of various international
methodologies and procedures related to port security, increasing knowledge of safety and security measures for port
facilities, establishing a regional network of well-trained port security experts, extending access to INTERPOL
databases, enabling countries in the region to better retrieve and disseminate vital information.
•

IMO – United in the fight against corruption.

On International Anti-Corruption Day 2020 (09 Dec 20), IMO Secretary-General
Mr Kitack Lim highlighted the Organisation’s support for the fight against
corruption in all its forms. In his statement issued on the Day, Mr Lim
acknowledged that the maritime sector, which is vital for the post-COVID
recovery, is exposed to the risk of corruption and highlighted the efforts led by
IMO’s Facilitation Committee, which is currently working to develop guidance to
implement and embrace anti-bribery and anti-corruption practices and procedures.
•

Passage Exercise (PASSEX) in Eastern Indian Ocean Region.

The Indian Navy undertook a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Russian
Federation Navy (RuFN) in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from 04 to
05 Dec 20. The exercise involved participation of RuFN guided missile cruiser
VARYAG, large anti-submarine ship ADMIRAL PANTELEYEV and medium
ocean tanker PECHENGA. Indian Navy was represented by indigenously
constructed guided missile frigate SHIVALIK and anti-submarine corvette
KADMATT alongwith integral helicopters.
•

EU-Wide Ban might save ocean from 500,000 tonnes of microplastics.

Banning the use of microplastics in products such as cosmetics and detergents
across the European Union would prevent 500,000 tonnes of microplastics from
polluting the environment over 20 years, the EU Chemicals Agency ECHA
stated on 09 Dec 20. The agency has proposed a microplastics ban on products
such as cosmetics, cleaning and laundry products, fertilizers, plant protection
products and seed coatings, but adding the largest single source of emissions –
turf pitches – to the list implies a significantly higher total cost, it concluded. EU
member states will eventually vote on the ban that could be adopted as soon as
in 2021, stated the ECHA.
•

MOL, Tohoku Electric Power signed a deal hard sail wind power propulsion system (wind challenger).

Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd, on 11 Dec 20 announced that the company has reached a
coal transport deal with Tohoku Electric Power Co., Inc.,using a coal carrier
equipped with a hard sail wind power propulsion system, also known as the “Wind
Challenger”. The introduction of the Wind Challenger is expected to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) by about 5% on the Japan-Australia route or
about 8% on the Japan-North America West Coast route, in comparison with a
conventional vessel of the same class.
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•

ILO adopted resolution on seafarer COVID-19 crisis.

Amid the ongoing crew change crisis, the International Labour Organisation
(ILO) adopted a resolution to address the dire situation of seafarers stranded
at sea. The problems faced by seafarers resulting from efforts to contain the
virus have lasted unacceptably long. The Resolution urges ILO Member
States to (a) Identify obstacles to crew changes and to establish and
implement measurable, time-bound plans to ensure safe crew change and
travel of seafarers, taking into account the existing Recommended
Framework of Protocols for crew change and any subsequent revisions. (b)
Designate seafarers as “key workers”, for the purpose of facilitation of safe
and unhindered movement for embarking or disembarking a vessel and offshore leave. (c) Consider the acceptance of
internationally recognised documentation carried by seafarers. Ensure that seafarers who are in need of immediate
medical care are given access to medical facilities ashore, emergency medical treatment regardless of nationality and
where necessary, emergency repatriation. (d) Consider temporary measures including waivers, exemptions or other
changes to visa or documentary requirements.
•

Trialling Just-In-Time Arrival.

Another desktop trial in "Just-In-Time" (JIT) ship operations has yielded
positive results, showing emissions can be cut considerably. JIT operations
have the potential to cut the time ships spend idling outside ports and help
reduce harmful emissions. This can be achieved by communicating in
advance the relevant information to the ship about the requested time of
arrival – allowing the ship to adjust to optimum speed. The trial was
conducted online (02 and 09 Dec 20) by members of the IMO-led Global
Industry Alliance to Support Low Carbon Shipping (Low Carbon GIA) and
follows on from previous work undertaken by the Alliance. During the
exercise, JIT emission reduction calculations undertaken by the Port of
Rotterdam were validated and discussed.
•

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) working group meeting on HADR.

The fifth meeting of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) Working Group on Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) was conducted on 17 Dec 20. The meeting was coordinated by Indian Navy being the Chair of
the IONS Working Group on HADR and was attended by Australia, Bangladesh, France, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
Maldives, Oman and Thailand besides India. The IONS is a voluntary and inclusive initiative that brings together navies
of Indian Ocean Region littoral states to increase maritime co-operation and enhance regional security. A co-operative
forum for discussion on regional maritime issues, it also serves to develop an effective response mechanism against
natural disasters. Instituted in 2008, the IONS initiative has grown significantly and presently enjoys wide acceptance
across the Indian Ocean Region.
•

NORSEPOWER secures debut rotor sail new build order.

Finnish company NORSEPOWER, a provider of auxiliary wind propulsion
systems, has announced its first new build order for the installation of a
record five tilting rotor sails onboard a large bulk carrier. The owner of the
vessel has not been disclosed at this stage and the installations are
expected to take place in 2021. It will be the sixth installation of the
NORSEPOWER rotor sails and the first on a bulk carrier. The Rotor Sail
Solution which can be installed on new vessels or retrofitted on existing
ships is a modernised version of the Flettner rotor, a spinning cylinder that
uses the Magnus effect to harness wind power to thrust a ship. The Rotor
Sails can improve a vessel’s Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) and
future-proof vessels against impending IMO GHG regulations.

55
•

IMO Secretary-General denounces “no crew change” clauses.

IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim spoke out against “no crew change” clauses in charter parties, pointing out that such
clauses exacerbate the dire situation of stranded seafarers and undermine the efforts undertaken to resolve the ongoing
crew change crisis. So-called “no crew change” clauses, which are demanded by certain charterers, state that no crew
changes can occur whilst the charterer’s cargo is onboard – hence not allowing the ship to deviate to ports where crew
changes could take place. International organisations made statements at the latest meeting of IMO’s Legal Committee,
LEG 107, to condemn the use of “no crew change” clauses in charter parties. The Committee invited submissions on the
matter to its 108th session, scheduled to take place in Jul 21.
•

India supported Cambodia and Vietnam under Mission Sagar III.

India sent 15 tonnes of relief material to Cambodia and Vietnam under its
Mission Sagar III. Central Vietnam was impacted by massive floods in which
more than 100 people have lost their lives and 50 were reported to be
missing. Indian Naval Ship KILTAN, carrying humanitarian assistance, entered
Vietnam’s Nha Rong Port in the Ho Chi Minh City on 24 Dec 20. Later, the
ship delivered relief material at Sihanoukville port in Cambodia on 29 Dec 20.
This mission is part of India’s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) assistance to Friendly Foreign Countries during the ongoing pandemic.
•

The EU extends the mandates of Operation ‘Atalanta’ for two years.

The European Council on 23 Dec 20 endorsed a two-year extension of the mandates of the bloc’s two missions on
security and defense in Somalia, as well as that of the ‘Atalanta’ operation, the objective of which is to fight against
piracy in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean. The agency has indicated that, in this way, the mandates of the EU
training missions of the Somali Army (EUTM Somalia) and the civil mission (EUCAP Somalia), as well as that of the
operation ‘Atalanta’, will be in force until on 31 Dec 22. The European Council also stated that to capitalise on the
successes in suppressing piracy off the coast of Somalia, the mandate of Operation ‘Atalanta’ has been expanded to some
secondary executive tasks to combat arms trafficking and narcotics and other non-executives on supervision of illegal
activities at sea.
•

Indian Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways identifies new routes for RORO & Ferry Services.

Indian Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) has been working continuously for the promotion of
Coastal Shipping under Sagarmala Programme. The Sagarmala programme is the flagship programme of the Ministry to
promote port-led development in the country through harnessing India’s over 7,500 km long coastline and potentially
navigable waterways. MoPSW has identified Domestic locations namely Hazira, Okha, Somnath Temple and
destinations namely Chattogram (Bangladesh), Seychelles (East Africa) Madagascar (East Africa) and Jaffna (Sri Lanka)
from Indian major coastal port towns for the commencement of ferry services through inland waterways.
•

EU Funds Demonstration of First Vessel with Ammonia-Powered Fuel Cell.

The EU’s Research and Innovation program Horizon 2020 is
awarding a grant to the ShipFC project to pursue the installation of
the first ammonia-power fuel cell on an operating vessel. The project
which is being run by a consortium of 14 European companies and
institutions, plans to install the fuel system on an offshore vessel in
2023 to demonstrate the potential of the technology and will also
perform studies on other types of vessel to illustrate the ability to
transfer the technology to other segments of the shipping industry.
The goal is also to ensure that a large fuel cell can deliver total
electric power to shipboard systems safely and effectively.
•
Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Dec 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on IFCIOR website for reference.
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Sources/ News Links

IMO
IMB-PRC
ReCAAP
RMIFC Madagascar
MDAT-GoG
IFC Singapore
DNK-IOC
GARD
Windward
Safety4sea
https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://dryadglobal.com/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
http://maritimereview.co.za/
https://www.nst.com.my/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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Charter of IFC-IOR
✓ Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety in the
IOR.
✓ Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant to
maritime safety and security.
✓ Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond.
✓ Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common concern with
participants.
✓ Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, exercises
(Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc).
✓ Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea.
✓ Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest (VOIs) and
share with concerned agencies.
✓ Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required.
✓ Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.
✓ Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.
✓ Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international agencies.
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Disclaimer
Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and
external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The
report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and
security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,
due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests
and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive
and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.
The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner.

Contact Details
In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:Website: Email: Tel: Fax: -

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/
ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in
+91 1242208385, +91 7428963733
+91 1242209385

