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Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. The objective is to generate an overarching 

picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the maritime challenges and threats 

in the region. To draw a common understanding, threats in the region have been divided into six broad 

categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides 

information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the 

wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month. The incidents pertaining to following categories have 

been analysed for the duration 01 Sep– 30 Sep 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery/ Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 65 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of        

Sep 19. There was a slight decrease in the 

number of reported Piracy/ sea robbery/ 

sea theft incidents with one kidnapping 

incident reported in Gulf of Guinea. IHM 

incidents were mainly reported in the 

Mediterranean with a few reported in 

South East Asia. There was a marked 

increase in contraband smuggling 

incidents and decrease in maritime 

incidents which may be attributed to 

change in weather pattern leading to 

comparatively calmer seas, and thus, lesser 

accidents at sea. 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS 
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PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

 

         

 

  

A sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security 

situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For 

the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents 

in the region. A total of 12 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were 

recorded by the Centre during the period under review. 

Almost all the incidents reported during the month were 

close to the coast or at anchored/berthed vessels. 

Kidnapping incidents continue to be reported in 

Cameroon in GoG wherein one kidnapping incident was 

reported in which two crew were kidnapped (15 seafarers 

were kidnapped from Douala anchorage, Cameroon in 

last month). A proactive response was observed from the 

Cameroonian authorities which decided to provide armed 

security teams onboard all vessels during the stay at 

anchorage. An Iranian hostage who had been under 

custody of Somalian pirates since 2015 was released on 

21 Sep 19. Although the rainy season (June – September) 

in GoG is nearing the end and small boat operations still 

remain challenging, attacks and piracy related activities 

may remain purely opportunistic. The seized UK tanker STENA IMPERO along with its crew was 

released by the Iranian authorities on 27 Sep 19. One drug seizure was reported in Arabian sea along 

the ‘Hash Highway’ after a couple of months of nil seizures which may be indicative of 

recommencement of usage of maritime activity to undertake illicit drug transfers view comparatively 

calmer seas. According to United Nation’s International Organization for Migration (IOM), 68,113 

migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea till Sep 19 which is roughly 16 percent decrease from 

the 81,167 migrants who arrived during the same period last year. 
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in month of Sep 19:- 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Bandar Penawar, Malaysia/ 08 Sep 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a UK flagged LNG tanker BRITISH CONTRIBUTOR 

anchored approximately 15 Nm East of Bandar Penawar, Malaysia on 08 Sep 19. Three perpetrators 

boarded the anchored tanker via the anchor cable. They stole the forward life raft and other ship’s stores 

like rescue harness, two small coils of fire hose, four hose couplings and some additional fire hose 

fittings and escaped. The theft was noticed through the CCTV recording. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Port of Douala, Cameroon/ 12 Sep 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged berthed bulk carrier               

ORIENT TIDE berthed at Douala port, Cameroon on 12 Sep 19. The perpetrators boarded the vessel 

unnoticed during cargo operations. During routine rounds, it was noticed that the store’s padlock was 

broken and the door’s hinge damaged and bent. After checking, several ship’s properties and stores 

were reported stolen. Port Authorities and local agent was informed. 

 

 Kidnap/ Off Idenao, Cameroon/ 13 Sep 19. 

 

A kidnapping incident was reported onboard a fishing vessel while it was operating approximately       

4.5 Nm SW of Idenao, Cameroon on 13 Sep 19. Eight perpetrators in a speed boat successfully boarded 

the vessel, kidnapped two crew members and escaped. The Cameroonian Navy was notified of the 

incident and investigations are ongoing. 
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 Sea Robbery/ Off Conakry Anchorage, Guinea/ 16 Sep 19. 

 

A sea robbery incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker anchored 

approximately 5 Nm SSW off Conakry Anchorage, Guinea on 16 Sep 19. Four perpetrators boarded 

the vessel, armed with a gun and knives. The robbers took hostage the duty officer and forced him to 

lead them to the Captain, Chief Engineer and other officer’s cabins. After looting the cabins, the robbers 

locked the crew in a cabin and escaped with crew personal belongings, cash and ship’s properties. 

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Balikpapan, Indonesia/ 18 Sep 19. 

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a product tanker berthed at Dermaga Kencana 

terminal, Balikpapan, Indonesia on 18 Sep 19. Two perpetrators boarded the berthed tanker. Alert crew 

raised the alarm resulting in robbers escaping without stealing anything. Incident was reported to local 

authorities. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Kakinada, India/ 23 Sep 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Singapore flagged LPG tanker TRAMMO CORNELL 

anchored off Kakinada anchorage, India on 23 Sep 19. Four robbers boarded the tanker using a hook 

attached with rope. Alert crew noticed the robbers and raised the alarm resulting in the robbers escaping 

in their boat with ship’s stores. Incident was reported to port authorities. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Lagos Anchorage, Nigeria/ 23 Sep 19. 

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker GRACE VICTORIA at Lagos 

Secure anchorage area, Nigeria on 23 Sep 19. Duty watchkeeper onboard the tanker noticed two robbers 

near the forward cargo tanks and raised the alarm. A Nigerian navy patrol boat responded and searched 

the waters around the tanker. Investigations showed a section of the razor wire was broken and the 

vapour locks of the forward cargo tanks were opened. 

 

Update 
 

On 22 Sep 19, pirates released eight crew members (three Russian, one Ukrainian and four Filipino), 

who were captured from MV MARMALAITA on 15 Aug 19, off Douala anchorage, Cameroon. 

 

 

Comments. Most of the piracy related incidents in 

previous years had occurred outside Cameroonian 

waters. However, three cases have been reported so far 

in and around Douala anchorage which involved 

kidnapping of crew. To ensure timely response and as 

a proactive action, the Government of Cameroon has 

decided to place armed security teams onboard all 

vessels for the duration of their stay at Douala 

anchorage. The following announcement was made by 

the Douala Port Authority on 22 August 2019: 

 Shipowners and shipping agents of vessels 

calling at Douala Port are hereby informed 

that in view of giving more security to vessels, 

it has been decided that each vessel at 

anchorage at Base Buoy (B9) will be provided 

by an armed security team for their protection.  

 The team will remain onboard the vessel 

throughout her stay at anchorage and will 

leave after berthing 

 This operation will be free of charge and will 

be conducted for an infinite period.  
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 Attempted Sea Theft/ Mabini Anchorage, Philippines/ 23 Sep 19. 

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Saudi Arabia flagged chemical tanker        

NCC QASIM at Mabini anchorage, Philippines on 23 Sep 19. The duty crew onboard the vessel noticed 

an individual attempting to open the anchor hawse pipe cover. The duty crew raised the alarm and the 

perpetrator escaped. The incident was then reported to the local authorities. The personnel of CGS 

Batangas and PSC Batangas boarded the ship to investigate. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Bandar Penawar, Johor, Malaysia/ 25 Sep 19.     

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged product tanker FRONT LEOPARD 

anchored approximately 16 Nm East of Bandar Penawar, Johor, Malaysia on 25 Sep 19. Unnoticed, 

robbers boarded the anchored tanker via anchor chain and stole ship’s equipment from the forward store 

and escaped. Incident was reported to regional authorities. 

  

 Sea Theft/ Off Bandar Penawar, Johor, Malaysia/ 25 Sep 19.   

    

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged general cargo ship TSL ROSEMARY 

anchored approximately 16 Nm East of Bandar Penawar, Johor, Malaysia on 25 Sep 19. Duty crew 

onboard the anchored vessel sighted three robbers on the forecastle and immediately informed the 

OOW, who raised the alarm. Seeing the alerted crew, the robbers escaped with a mooring rope. The 

Malaysian Coast Guard boarded the ship to investigate the incident. 

 

 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Pulau Cula, Indonesia/ 30 Sep 19. 

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Maltese flagged Bulk carrier 

TRANSPACIFIC, approximately 2.1 Nm North West of Pulau Cula, Indonesia in the eastbound lane of 

the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore on 30 Sep 19. While 

underway, five perpetrators armed with knives were sighted on the ship deck. The alarm was raised and 

the crew searched the accommodation area but the perpetrators had already escaped. The master 

reported the incident to Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS). The Singapore VTIS 

initiated the safety navigational broadcast. The Singapore Police Coast Guard boarded the ship when it 

arrived in Singapore. A search for the perpetrators was conducted. Indonesian authorities were also 

notified. 

 
 Sea Theft/ Lubuk Gaung, Indonesia/ 30 Sep 19.      

 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Panama flagged chemical tanker BRIGHT DAWN while 

berthed at SDS Terminal, at Lubuk Gaung Indonesia on 30 Sep 19. Four perpetrators boarded the ship 

by breaking the seal of the steering flat. The duty oiler saw the perpetrators and immediately informed 

the Duty Officer, who proceeded to raise the alarm. The perpetrators, however, managed to escape the 

vessel along with the engine spares. The incident was reported to the local Port Authority.  

 
 
 
 

Iranian hostage freed by Somali pirates after four years 

FV SIRAJ, an Iranian fishing vessel with 19 crew, was hijacked by Somali pirates on 25 Mar 15. The 

vessel was held in the Galmudug region of Somalia, near the notorious pirate port of Hobyo. There 

were four Iranian crew remaining in captivity. One of the four hostages, Mohamud Jaffery, who was 

reported as extremely sick was freed by pirates on humanitarian grounds on 21 Sep 19. He received 

urgent medical support upon his release from captivity with assistance from Hostage Support 

Programme (HSP) and International Seafarers’ Welfare and Assistance Network (ISWAN). 
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 Kidnapping of crew/ Off Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia/ 23 Sep 19.   
 

On 23 Sep 19 at about 1300 hrs, seven perpetrators wearing mask and military camouflage uniform 

boarded a fishing vessel SN 338/4/F from two small motor boats painted in green and blue with red 

stripes in the vicinity waters of Tambisan Island, Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia. They abducted three 

Indonesian crew from the fishing boat, and fled towards Tawi-Tawi Island, Philippines. The 

perpetrators believed to be members of the Kidnap for Ransom (KFR) Group of Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf 

Group (ASG), were reportedly armed with AK 47, M16 (with grenade launcher) and pistols. The 

Philippine Coast Guard District Southwestern Mindanao intensified their seaborne and coastal security 

patrol in coordination with Philippines and Malaysian authorities. 

 

MARITIME TERRORISM 

Comments. This is the second incident involving abduction of crew reported in 2019. Last incident 

was reported on 18 Jun 19 in which nine crew were abducted from two Malaysian flagged fishing 

vessels but were later rescued by the authorities on 21 Jun 19. Two similar incidents were reported 

last year on 11 Sep and 05 Dec 18. The ASG group is infamous for kidnapping people for ransom in 

southwest Mindanao, especially in Zamboanga province, and in the Sulu Archipelago, which includes 

Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, and Basilan provinces. There has been a noticeable shift in the operations of ASG 

group since 2017, wherein even fishing vessels are being targeted in the area. The general motive of 

such kidnappings remain generation of funds by demanding ransom. 

       The three nations involved in the area – Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines have promulgated 

transit corridors in the Sulu – Celebes Seas vide UKHO Maritime Security chart Q6113, which 

includes voluntary reporting for vessels 24 hours prior transit through these waters. The related 

information may also be accessed at the following link :- 

https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to

%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf 

 
 

 

https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf
https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 08 Sep 19.                             (Cocaine) 

 

Narcotics worth over USD 5.7 million were discovered amongst a container of bananas destined for the 

Port of Cape Town in a raid on board a vessel on 08 Sep 19. The suspected containers were onboard a 

vessel that had docked in Port Elizabeth. The team, which included Customs Investigations, the K9 unit 

and SAPS Border Police, was duly activated and the process initiated to trace and secure the two 

containers. Upon checking the cartons of bananas, the team uncovered a hidden compartment with a 

refrigeration unit. Upon removing some of the panelling, the team discovered packages wrapped in 

brown tape. The panelling was removed and a total of 85 bricks with an approximate weight of                

85 kilograms were seized. 

 

 Drugs Smuggling/ Off Penang Port, Malaysia/ 10 Sep 19.                                      (Cocaine) 

Malaysian police seized about 12 tonnes of Cocaine mixed 

with 60 tonnes of charcoal at the North Butterworth 

Container Terminal, Malaysia on 10 Sep 19. The drugs, 

found were divided among 60 sacks inside three containers, 

and were valued at USD 48,000 per kilogramme. They 

were discovered during the operations conducted in Bayan 

Baru and Padang Serai, Kedah, and are believed to belong 

to an international drug syndicate. The containers, declared 

as coal originating from South America, had been at the 

port since 16 Aug 19. 

 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Jomalig Island, Philippines/ 13 Sep 19.         (Cocaine) 

 

 A brick of suspected cocaine was found along the shoreline 

of the Island town of Jomalig, Philippines on 13 Sep 19. 

Quezon police public information claimed that a brown 

package wrapped with packing tape contained white 

substance believed to be Cocaine. The package was recovered 

by a local fisherman who immediately turned over the same 

to the local police station. Authorities have estimated that the 

one kilo package would be worth USD 95, 927.  

 

 

 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

Comments. Philippines authorities have placed northern Quezon particularly the island 

municipalities of Polillo, Burdeos, Panukulan, Jomalig and Patnanungan, all facing the Pacific 

Ocean, as critical watch points to prevent the entry of illegal contraband particularly illegal drugs. 

There have been past instances of drugs washing up ashore in plastic bags, most of the cases were 

being of cocaine and a few of Shabu (methamphetamine). In Feb and Jul this year, at least eight 

kilograms of high-grade cocaine were also recovered on the shore of Mauban town. In Apr last 

year, fishermen from the island town of Perez, also in Lamon Bay in the Pacific Ocean, found a total 

of 28 kilos of cocaine. Another group of Quezon fishermen also recovered in the area a 

“sophisticated, high-tech” tracking device used in monitoring drug shipments. The modus operandi 

of the drug cartels involved in the illegal drug trade using the maritime route remains of leaving 

plastic bags/packets in the open sea which are later collected by their cohorts close to the shore, 

sometimes using smart tech tracking devices. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Batu Laut, Malaysia/ 16 Sep 19.                       (Methamphetamine) 

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

on 16 Sep 19 foiled an attempt to smuggle USD 166,865 

worth of Shabu, believed to have originated from a foreign 

country and intended for sale elsewhere, with Malaysia 

used as a transit point. According to MMEA, a maritime 

team which was patrolling along the shores of Batu Laut 

the patrol team found a cloth bag on the shore, containing 

the drugs weighing about 10 kilograms and comprising 

compressed squares packed in 10 ginseng tea packages. It 

was believed that the drugs were being smuggled out of 

Malaysia, as they fetched triple the price in neighbouring 

countries. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Coast of South Al Sharqiyah, Oman/ 18 Sep 19.                  (Hashish) 

Royal Oman Police (ROP) arrested seven expats while they were attempting to smuggle drugs out of 

Oman, off the coast of South Al Sharqiyah. The ROP stated that "They worked together with citizens 

to foil an attempt to smuggle close to three tonnes of Hashish through Al Ashkhara beach in South Al 

Sharqiyah." They had hidden the drugs inside boxes and then put them onto one of the boats that was 

on the beach, with the goal of trying to get the drugs out of Oman. Legal proceedings were initiated 

against the accused. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Car Nicobar Island, India/ 19 Sep 19.                               (Ketamine) 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG), Andaman Police and the officers of Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

conducted a challenging mid sea joint operation and arrested six foreign smugglers off the coast of 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands on 19 Sep 19. A total of 1155 kilograms of Ketamine, which was kept 

in 57 gunny bags, were seized from a vessel that was plying from Myanmar to Malaysia.                      

Indian Coast Guard ship RAJVEER found a suspicious vessel, which did not bear a flag, moving through 

Indian waters. ICG intercepted the vessel's path, firing 15 warning shots in air and forced the escaping 

smugglers to stop. After the interception was successful, the officers embarked the vessel. During the 

search, they found suspicious white crystalline substances and immediately alerted Narcotics Control 

Bureau Kolkata, who later joined in the probe. 

 

 Weapon Smuggling/ Off Nusantara Port, Indonesia/ 20 Sep 19.                        (Detonators) 

Indonesian Police in South Sulawesi have reportedly foiled an attempt to smuggle roughly 6,000 

Detonators out of South Sulawesi through Nusantara Port and arrested three individuals during the 

operation conducted on 20 Sep 19. Indonesian Police stated that the Detonators were hidden under milk 

packages in six different sacks, adding that the police were investigating where the Detonators were to 

be sent and what for purpose. The three men could be charged under the 1951 Emergency Law on 

illegal firearm possession with a maximum punishment of death penalty. 

 

 Wildlife Smuggling/ Rameswaram, India/ 24 Sep 19.           (Sea Cucumber) 

Indian Marine police of the Coastal Security Group (CSG) seized 350 kilograms of processed                 

sea cucumbers on 24 Sep 19, arresting two persons for smuggling the endangered species, protected 

under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act. The processed species, packed in seven plastic bags, 

were being taken to the shore in Vedhalai, reportedly for smuggling to South East Asian countries. 

 

 

Comments. While the smuggling of such detonators may be linked to illegal fishing/blast fishing, 

usage of the same in undertaking other violent activities cannot be ruled out. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ North Arabian Sea/ 25 Sep 19.                                    (Hashish) 

French warship FS NIVOSE, representing Combined Task 

Force 150 (CTF 150) seized a huge amount of Hashish 

from a rogue dhow in Arabian sea on 25 Sep 19. The dhow 

had been tracked for a short period and did not respond to 

requests from the warship on her intentions. The warship’s 

investigation team conducted a boarding and in the 

subsequent search, over 2.5 tonnes of the illegal narcotic 

was discovered and subsequently destroyed. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 01 Sep 19. 

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

detained two foreign fishing boats with 17 foreign 

fishermen approximately 132 Nm North-East of Kuala 

Kemaman on 01 Sep 19. MMEA stated in a statement that 

the two boats were detained during an operation being 

conducted around the state’s waters. In addition to the two 

boats, they also seized 2,000 Kg of mixed fish, 2,000 Kg of 

fish fertiliser, and 2,000 litres of diesel and fishing 

equipment which are estimated to be worth USD 406, 700.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Persian Gulf, Iran/ 03 Sep 19. 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) force has seized seven foreign fishing boats with 24 crew 

members in the Persian Gulf on 03 Sep 19. Trawling ships and the crew members were detained by 

IRGC due to disregarding the allowed distance to coasts for fishing and violations related to fishing, 

IRGC said in a statement.  

  

 IUU Fishing/ South China Sea, Brunei/ 08 Sep 19.  

 

The Royal Brunei Navy Ship KDB DARULAMAN apprehended two foreign trawlers conducting illegal 

fishing activities in the vicinity of Magpie Oilfield in Brunei’s waters on 08 Sep 19. A total of 27 crew 

members were found onboard the two trawlers. Both trawlers and the crew members were escorted and 

handed over to the Royal Brunei Marine Police Force for further investigation with the presence of 

representatives from the Fisheries Department. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 14 Sep 19. 

The Royal Thai Navy has seized an illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing (IUU) boat with eight locals onboard in 

waters off Phuket on 14 Sep 19. The boat was reported as 

entering Thai waters on 12 Sep, but the Phuket Marine 

Office had not been informed of the boat’s arrival and its 

AIS was turned off. On 13 Sep, the boat turned on its AIS, 

allowing officers at the Phuket Port in- Port out Control 

Center (PIPO) to identify it as the UTHAIWAN. Fisheries 

Monitoring Center (FMC) officer informed Thai Maritime 

Enforcement Command Center (Thai-MECC) to follow the 

suspected boat which was previously named             

WISDOM SEA REEFER, but on the AIS the boat was under the name UTHAIWAN. On 14 Sep, team 

comprising officials from Thai-MECC and other local agencies together seized the suspected boat – a 

3,000 gross tonnage fishing vessel from Cameroon.  

 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments. The regulations in Malaysia under which such arrest involving illegal fishing as well as 

irregular human migration involve Section 15 (1) (a) of the Fisheries Act 1985 for trespassing and 

fishing in Malaysian waters without a licence and authorisation from the director of Fisheries, 

Malaysia; Section 8 (a) of the Fisheries Act 1985 for operating a boat without a valid licence; and 

Section 6 (1) (c) of the Immigration Act for not having valid identification documents.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Laccadive Sea, Maldives/ 16 Sep 19. 

 

Sri Lankan Navy seized four local fishing vessels engaged 

in illegal activities in Maldivian waters and arrested the 27 

people onboard the vessels on 16 Sep 19. Sri Lanka Navy 

ships patrolling in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) had 

spotted the four Sri Lankan multiday fishing vessels 

DANUJI, SUBA PATHUM 4, LAKPRIYA DEHI and 

NALIN 10 engaging in fishing activities in waters 

belonging to the Maldives. The Navy had held the fishing 

vessels along with 27 persons onboard and escorted them to 

the harbours of Colombo and Galle for further 

investigation.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Andaman & Nicobar islands, India/ 17 Sep 19.  

 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) apprehended two foreign fishing vessels with 24 foreign fishermen which 

were illegally fishing in Indian waters on West coast of South Andaman on 17 Sep 19. The dinghies 

were first sighted by ICG helicopter on patrol. On being detected by the ICG helo, the fishing vessels 

tried to evade apprehension by carrying out evasive manoeuvres. However, the ICG ship VISHWAST 

and helicopter successfully intercepted the fleeing vessels along with its crew. The vessels and the 

poachers were escorted to Port Blair for further investigation as they violated the Maritime Zones of 

India Act 1981 by undertaking fishing activity in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone.    

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kovilam point, Sri Lanka/ 18 Sep 19.  

 

Sri Lankan Navy arrested five foreign fishermen for allegedly breaching the International Maritime 

Boundary Line (IMBL) and illegally fishing in Sri Lankan waters on 18 Sep 19. Naval personnel during 

a patrol in the sea area northwest of the Kovilam Point arrested the fishermen along with a fishing 

trawler engaged in illegal fishing practices. Subsequently, the apprehended fishermen were escorted to 

SLNS UTTARA and the seized trawler was brought to SLNS ELARA.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Terengganu, Malaysia/ 18 Sep 19.  

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained a foreign fishing vessel encroaching 

into Malaysian waters around 167 Nm North-East of Terengganu on 18 Sep 19. The fishing vessel was 

successfully seized by KM LANGKAWI despite the attempts to escape. Three Vietnamese foreigners 

were arrested and 9,000 litres of fuel as well as fishing equipment amounting to USD 230,000 were 

seized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. On 20 Sep 19, Sri Lanka signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Maldives 

to relax legal consequences faced by fishermen if apprehended poaching in each other's maritime 

boundaries. Fisheries State Minister Dileep Wedaarachchi signed the agreement with Maldives 

Ambassador to Sri Lanka Omar Abdul Razzak. Accordingly, it had been agreed that fishermen of 

both countries would not be arrested, but instead warned and returned along with their boat to their 

respective country. However, the items in the boat would be confiscated by the authorities, the 

agreement said. Meanwhile, the MoU also stated that fishermen could enter each other's seas and 

travel towards their harbours in case of any weather-related emergency. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Andaman and Nicobar Island, India/ 22 Sep 19. 

 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) apprehended a foreign fishing 

vessel with three crew which was illegally fishing in Indian 

waters off Andaman on 22 Sep 19. The boat was first 

sighted by ICG Dornier on patrol and ICG Ship VISHWAST 

which was on patrol was diverted for investigation. On 

being detected by the CG Dornier the fishing boat carried 

out evasive manoeuvers to evade apprehension. However, 

the Coast Guard ship successfully intercepted the fleeing 

vessels along with its crew. The boats and the crew are 

being escorted to Port Blair for handing over to Andaman 

and Nicobar Police.  

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Baram, Malaysia/ 23 Sep 19. 

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained a fishing boat and four foreigners on 

suspicion on illegally fishing in Malaysian waters on 23 Sep 19. MMEA stated that the foreign 

fishermen were detained some 3.7 Nm off Kuala Baram during an operation conducted by the 

enforcement agency and MMEA personnel also seized about 500 kilogrammes of fish worth about  

USD 23,923. A check conducted found that the fishing boat was suspected to be breaching the   

Fisheries Act 1985.   

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Zambles, Philippines/ 23 Sep 19. 

Philippines Police arrested three local fishermen on charge of illegal fishing, off Zambles, Philippines                      

on 23 Sep 19. Philippines police stated that they were arrested after a tip from a concerned citizen and 

recovered some 100 Kg of Dalagang Bukid in plastic coolers loaded in a tricycle, a fish finder machine, 

six blasting caps, detonating cords and some 70 grams of ammonium nitrate from the suspects. 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Colombo, Sri Lanka/ 26 Sep 19. 

Two fishing vessels which were engaged in illegal fishing at the Colombo harbour mouth were 

apprehended by the Police during a Navy-Police combined operation conducted on 26 Sep 19. 

Accordingly, Western Naval Command of Sri Lankan Navy in coordination with the officers of Harbour 

Police apprehended these two craft which were engaged in illegal fishing at the harbour mouth and they 

were taken into Police custody. 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Mangsee Island, Philippines/ 26 Sep 19. 

Philippines authorities arrested eight foreign fishermen off 

Mangsee Island, Philippines for catching and possessing 

sharks on 26 Sep 19. The Philippine Coast Guard’s (PCG) 

claimed that "During the hot pursuit, the foreigners were 

seen throwing their freshly caught fish and sharks off the 

boat. Some were hauling the fishing nets to trick the 

authorities that they only had a few in possession." Onboard 

the fishing vessel, the PCG initially found dead sharks, as 

well as dried skin and bones. Philippines Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources was further investigating 

the incident. 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sabratha coast, Libya/ 02 Sep 19. 

 
The Libyan Coast guard rescued 108 immigrants on a rubber 

boat approximately 17 Nm off Sabratha coast on 02 Sep 19. 

Navy spokesman stated that the illegal migrants were from 

several nationalities, and he also emphasized that there were 

13 women and eight children among them. Navy spokesman 

affirmed that the migrants had been transferred to the anti-

irregular migration cell after being provided with all 

humanitarian and medical help. 

 

 

 

  Irregular Human Migration/ Straits of Johor, Malaysia/ 09 Sep 19. 

 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained six foreigners for entering the 

country illegally via Sungai Melayu, Malaysia on 09 Sep 19. The investigation found that the skipper 

had valid travel documents but the five passengers- four men and a woman, failed to produce valid 

travel documents. The boat and all the suspects were taken to the Tawau Maritime Zone jetty for further 

investigation under the Immigration Act 1959/63 for failing to produce valid travel documents. 

 
 Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea, Tunisia/ 12 Sep 19. 

 

Tunisia's National Guard stated that at least two people died 

and 14 went missing after a boat carrying migrants sank off 

the Tunisian coast on 12 Sep 19. National Guard agency 

stated that authorities rescued nine people from the boat and 

are searching for the others near Tunisia's Mediterranean 

coastal city of Sfax. It also brought out that the Tunisian 

coast guard patrols had detained 192 people and stopped 10 

boats trying to take migrants to Europe over the last two 

days. All those detained were Tunisian, except for three 

Iraqis.  
 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh/ 14 Sep 19. 

 

The Bangladesh Coast Guard arrested at least 16 immigrants including 10 women and two children on 

a mechanised boat on their way to Malaysia illegally from Teknaf on 14 Sep 19. The Coast Guard 

handed over the refugees to Teknaf police for necessary action.  

  

 Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea, Libya/ 16 Sep 19. 

 

A Norwegian flagged supply vessel OCEAN VIKING 

rescued around 48 people from an overcrowded wooden 

boat in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Libya on                

16 Sep 19. The group of migrants, which included five 

women and nine children, was spotted less than 24 hours 

after the OCEAN VIKING resumed its search operations off 

the coast of Libya, where migrants hoping to reach Europe. 

The humanitarian rescue ship OCEAN VIKING previously 

disembarked 82 migrants in Lampedusa, a small Italian 

island relatively near the Libyan coast.  

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Indian Ocean, Mayotte/ 25 Sep 19. 

 

A Kwassa-type boat carrying six migrants was intercepted by the Maritime Gendarmerie off Longoni, 

Mayotte on 25 Sep 19. The boat was taken to shore by the local authorities and an injured passenger 

was taken care of by the emergency services upon arrival at the quay. 
 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Gulf of Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 28 Sep 19. 

 

The Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects who attempted to illegally enter Sri Lanka by sea on   

28 Sep 19. The Sri Lanka Navy stated that they spotted a suspicious vessel at the Urumalei beach in 

Mannar. The suspects were subsequently brought to Sri Lanka Naval Ship THAMMANNA in 

Talaimannar and provided first aid and other medical needs.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Khoms, Libya/ 29 Sep 19. 

 

The Libya's coast guard intercepted 71 Europe-bound 

migrants on a migrant boat near the coastal city of Khoms in 

the Mediterranean Sea on  29 Sep 19.The coast guard rescued 

71 migrants stuck at sea about 75 Nm East of the Tripoli. 

They were provided necessary medical aid upon their return 

to Libya.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. According to UN International Organisation for Migration (IOM), 68,113 migrants 

and refugees have entered Europe by sea till Sep 19 which is roughly a 16 per cent decrease from the 

81,167 migrants who arrived during the same period last year. Deaths recorded on the three main 

Mediterranean Sea routes through almost nine months of 2019 are at 970 individuals – or just over 

52 per cent of the 1,847 deaths confirmed during the same period in 2018 

Joint AU-EU-UN Taskforce to Address the Migrant and Refugee Situation in Libya 

The AU–EU–UN Tripartite Taskforce on the Situation of Stranded Migrant and Refugees in Libya 

met on 25 Sep in New York in the margins of the high-level General Debate of the 74th session of the 

UN General Assembly. The Chairperson of the African Union Commission, the Commissioner for 

Social Affairs of the African Union Commission, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the IOM Director General discussed 

the next steps and priorities of the Taskforce, its support in Libya and possibilities for further joint 

work. The Taskforce was put in place by the African Union, the European Union and the United 

Nations in November 2017, at the margins of the 5th AU-EU Summit in Abidjan, aiming to save and 

protect the lives of migrants and refugees along the migratory routes, and in particular inside Libya. 

This allowed the launch of a major assisted voluntary humanitarian return programme and 

evacuation operation, which until today has led to over 48,000 voluntary humanitarian returns of 

migrants from Libya to their home countries facilitated by IOM and AU Member States, as well as 

over 4,000 evacuations of refugees by UNHCR from Libya. 
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 Capsize/ Off Camotes, Philippines/ 01 Sep 19. 

 

The Philippine Coast Guard rescued 149 passengers and 18 

crew from a listed RoRo on 31 Aug 19. The MIKA MARI 8 

departed from Danao Port and arrived in Camotes safely, 

but while disembarking the vehicles, a 10-wheel truck 

encountered a transmission problem and slipped to the 

starboard side of the vessel, causing it to list and sink. The 

vessel, was carrying 11 vehicles at the time. Four 

passengers suffered minor injuries and were taken to 

hospital. The vessel was carrying 3,200 litres of diesel 

which was subsequently removed.  

 SAR/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 01 Sep 19. 

The Sri Lankan Navy rescued four Indian fishermen aboard 

a distressed trawler in the seas off Kachchativu, Jaffna on 

01 Sep 19. The fishing trawler and its crew encountered this 

unfortunate incident as a result of prevailing rough sea 

condition. A naval craft patrolling in northern seas spotted 

the distressed trawler and rendered the necessary technical 

assistance. Besides, the Navy also provided food and drink 

to refresh the group of fishermen, who were already 

fatigued from hours of stay in rough seas.  

 
 

 Sunk/ Arabian Sea, India/ 03 Sep 19. 

An Indian flagged dredger TRIDEVI PREM anchored within the 

jurisdiction of New Mangalore Port Trust in the Arabian Sea sank 

on 03 Sep 19. It was abandoned by its crew on 02 Sep following 

flooding in its pump room. 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Update on missing Indonesian vessel NUR ALLYA 
 

On 02 Sep 19, Indonesian agencies reported that a lifeboat belonging 

to the missing bulk carrier Nur Allya has been found. An oily sheen 

has also reportedly been sighted near the Obi Islands, Indonesia. 

The crew of the 52,400dwt, 189-meter NUR ALLYA last made contact 

with the owner PT Gurita Lintas Samudra on 20 Aug. The Indonesia-

flagged vessel was enroute to Indonesia's Sulawesi province carrying 

nickel ore when the distress call was made from near Buru Island in 

the Banda Sea. Contact was subsequently lost with the vessel, and a 

search has been underway for her and her 25 crew. INTERCARGO 

had released a statement voicing deep concern for the 25 seafarers 

on board and urges all shipowners, operators and seafarers to 

exercise extreme caution when accepting, for carriage, nickel ore and 

other cargoes that have the potential to liquefy. Operational guidance 

for vessels that carry cargoes which may liquefy, provided by the 

London P&I club may be accessed at 

https://maritimecyprus.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/liquefaction-

guidance.pdf 

https://maritimecyprus.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/liquefaction-guidance.pdf
https://maritimecyprus.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/liquefaction-guidance.pdf
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 Medevac/ Off Galle Lighthouse, Sri Lanka/ 04 Sep 19. 

 

The Sri Lankan Navy on 04 Sep 19 undertook medical evacuation 

to transfer a critically ill fisherman ashore for prompt treatment 

approximately 14 Nm off Galle lighthouse. Upon information 

disseminated by the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources about a critically ill fisherman aboard the multiday 

fishing trawler SAJITH PUTHA 2, a Fast Attack Craft was 

dispatched to retrieve the patient who was down with a sudden 

cardiac arrest.  

 

 Capsize/ Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh/ 06 Sep 19. 

Three fishermen went missing as a fishing trawler capsized in the Bay of Bengal on 06 Sep 19.               

According to the owner of the trawler, stated that 12 fishermen on the trawler went to the Bay for fishing 

four days ago. The trawler capsized in the area due to rough weather early on 06 Sep. A trawler rescued 

nine fishermen from the water, while the rest were still missing.  

 
 SAR/ Off Miri, Malaysia/ 06 Sep 19. 

A Filipino fisherman who was adrift in the sea for five days was 

rescued by a boat belonging to an oil platform in Miri waters, 

Malaysia on 06 Sep 19. The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 

Agency (MMEA) stated that MMEA immediately dispatched a 

vessel on 06 Sep to bring the victim to the shore after receiving 

information on the incident. The victim, in his 60s, said that he 

and other crews were fishing off Bintulu – Miri waters when he 

drifted from their mother boat. 

 

 Capsize/ Off Dar Es Salam, Tanzania/ 07 Sep 19. 

 

Tanzanian navy rescued 15 crew members of the fishing boat named ZOUHOUROI, victim of bad 

weather, in Indian Ocean on 07 Sep 19. Their boat capsized a few hours after leaving the port of            

Dar Es Salam for Moroni. The crew members and the boat was brought back to its home port. 

 

 Medevac/ Off Oyster Bay, South Africa/ 08 Sep 19. 

 

St Francis Bay duty crew were activated following a request for medical assistance and successfully 

carried out Medevac of a 49-year-old crewman suffering a medical emergency onboard a fishing boat 

CHOKKA on 08 Sep 19. The sea rescue craft SPIRIT of St Francis II was launched and rendezvoused 

with the fishing boat just off-shore of Oyster Bay Point. The patient was transferred onto the sea rescue 

craft and brought to the NSRI station at Port St Francis.  

 

 

 

Update  
 

The Master of the vessel had reported flooding in the pump room on 31 Aug. Later, it was reported 

to have been under control on the same day. However, from 01 Sep the Master again began raising 

an alarm on flooding in the same compartment. The Deputy Conservator, NMPT, himself was 

embarked on the vessel by a tug. When the Coast Guard received the distress message again on 01 

Sep, the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) diverted ICG Ship AMARTYA. The Indian Coast Guard and 

NMPT officials on 02 Sep had rescued 20 persons, including 13 crew members and seven members 

of the repair team. The port had taken all precautionary measures to avoid any oil spill with the port’s 

pollution control vessel was deployed with booms to contain the oil spill.  
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 SAR/ Arabian Sea, India/ 08 Sep 19. 

Ten fishermen were rescued by members of another fishing boat after their boat hit a stone and sank 

near Bhatkal in Arabian Sea on 08 Sep 19. The fishing boat from Mangaluru was returning to home 

port after a week-long fishing in the sea. On 08 Sep, when it was sailing near Netrani Island, it 

accidentally hit an underwater stone. The boat Captain immediately contacted neighbouring fishing 

boats for rescue. Another boat rushed to the spot and rescued all ten people from the sinking boat. 

 

 Aground/ Off Tawau, Indonesia/ 08 Sep 19. 

 

Indonesia flagged general cargo ship LEWANG ran 

aground near Northernmost tip of Kalimantan, Indonesia 

on 08 Sep 19. The ship reportedly was re-floated and taken 

to deeper waters, but prohibited to resume her voyage from 

Kinabaly to Malaysia. Investigation is under way, as the 

ship grounded in protected marine park area. Reportedly, 

the grounding was caused by navigational error triggered 

by failure of navigational device. 

 
 Sunk/ Malacca Strait, Indonesia/ 10 Sep 19.   

A mooring ship PMB VI (PERTAMINA ABHERKA) sank as 

a result of a collision approximately 08 Nm East of Belawan 

Harbor, Indonesia on 10 Sep 19. The crew had just finished 

unloading their cargo onto the Indonesian-flagged Tanker, 

MT ENDURO. They were attempting to sail away from the 

vessel when the weather took a turn for the worse, and a 

massive wave caused the ship to smash against the hull of 

MT ENDURO. As a result of the collision, the vessel 

capsized; three crewmen managed to jump into the water, 

but unfortunately, the Captain found himself trapped inside 

the cabin. The Captain died during the capsizing, but the 

remaining three crewmembers of the PMB VI were successfully rescued.  
 
 SAR/ Off Al Ashkharah Port, Oman/ 12 Sep 19. 

The Maritime Security Center (MSC) in coordination with 

the Coast Guard Police Operations Center at the Royal 

Oman Police, rescued seven crew members of an Iranian 

fishing boat which suffered technical difficulties 

approximately 5 Nm off the fishing port of Al Ashkharah, 

Oman on 12 Sep 19. Immediately after the Maritime 

Security Center received a report that the boat had broken 

down, Coast Guard police boats in the area went to the site 

and assisted the fishermen on board. 

 
 Sunk/ Off Chittagong, Bangladesh/ 12 Sep 19. 

A Bangladesh flagged cargo ship GULF ARGO, sank in 

Bangladesh waters on 12 Sep 19. The vessel with 152 

containers onboard, was bound for India. The ship sailed 

from Chittagong, suffered engine failure and being caught 

in rough seas, capsized. All 14 Bangladeshi crew, were 

rescued on 13 Sep by Bangladesh Navy ship SANGU.  
 
 

https://www.fleetmon.com/media/cache/newsroom_article_images/LEWANG/c432ecae389c475762e490fe802377da.jpg
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 Sunk/ Off Chittagong, Bangladesh/ 12 Sep 19. 

The Bangladesh flagged cargo vessel HERA PARBAT-8 sank in the Sandwip Channel, Bangladesh on 

12 Sep 19. Allegedly, the capsizing was attributed to a crack that had begun to develop on the vessel. 

There were 12 sailors onboard the ship. While three were rescued, a joint team consisting of the 

Bangladeshi Navy, Bangladeshi Coast Guard and Bangladeshi Air Force undertook a search operation 

to locate the remaining nine missing seafarers.  

  

 

 Aground (Update)/ Off Chilka Lake, India/ 15 Sep 19. 

The Malaysian flag service vessel JIN HWA 32, that ran 

aground in Odisha’s Chilka lake on 07 Aug 19, was 

extracted from the Odisha coast on 15 Sep 19. A special tug 

boat from Singapore and a 15-member team from Malaysia 

launched an operation to tow the ship back into the sea. 

After several hours of the operation, the team succeeded to 

put the cargo vessel back into the sea. The ship, which was 

heading towards Visakhapatnam, had drifted towards the 

Odisha coast due to a storm in the Bay of Bengal. 

 

 SAR/ Gulf of Oman, Oman/ 18 Sep 19. 

The Coast Guard unit in Muscat and South Batinah governorates rescued seven persons after receiving 

distress calls on 18 Sep 19. In Muscat, the Coast Guard unit provided assistance to two fishing boats 

after they broke down. The boats had three persons on board. In South Batinah, four persons were 

rescued after the Coast Guard unit received a distress call from the crew of a boat that had collided with 

another boat near Al Shars area off the coast of Mussanah. 

 

 SAR/ Arabian Sea, India/ 18 Sep 19. 

Indian Coast Guard Ship RAJDOOT on 18 Sep 19 

rescued 23 crew members onboard an Indian fishing 

vessel in the Arabian sea which had gone adrift due to an 

engine failure on 17 Sep 19. The incident was reported 

to Coastal Security Police, Bhatkal which located the 

vessel 30 Nm from the coast. ICGS RAJDOOT was 

diverted to the site of the incident and provided the 

requisite technical support to the stranded dinghy but the 

engine could not be started. However, all 23 crew 

members were reported to be safe. Coast Guard 

requested IFB PAVAN SUTTA which was fishing in the vicinity for towing assistance.  
 
 Medevac/ Off Colombo light house, Sri Lanka/ 19 Sep 19. 

 

Sri Lankan Navy undertook Medevac of an injured seaman 

who was onboard an oil tanker operating some 12 Nm off 

the Colombo light house on 19 Sep 19. On information 

received from International Ship and Port Facility Security 

unit of Colombo port, a Fast Attack Craft (FAC) of Sri 

Lanka’s Western Naval Command was promptly 

dispatched to bring the patient. The patient was taken safely 

onboard the FAC at the seas 12 Nm off the Colombo light 

house and then transferred to the Colombo harbor premises 

which provided first aid. 
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 Collision/ Off Bacolod City, Philippines/ 26 Sep 19. 

 

A fisherman was injured after a roll-on/roll-off vessel rammed 

his fishing boat off the coast of Bacolod City on 26 Sep 19. A 

statement given to the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) stated that 

Dumangas- bound vessel rammed and crushed the vessel despite 

the immediately signalling of the vessel with a light by the 

fishermen. Fisherman managed to jump away prior to the impact, 

claiming he was nearly sucked in by the vessel's propeller and 

was thrown in the water hitting him in the remnants of his boat. 

The victim was later rescued and provided medical attention. 

 
 Sunk/ Off Diu Coast, India/ 29 Sep 19. 

A fishing boat capsized mid sea off Nava Bandar in Arabian Sea in which four fishermen are feared to 

have drowned on 29 Sep 19. Nava Bandar marine police station stated that "The fishermen had set sail 

on the boat named AMBIKA PRASAD on 21 Sep. After an alert of turbulent sea was issued, they were 

coming back to the shore when the boat was caught in the choppy waters, and their boat capsized." 

While the four mentioned fishermen are feared drowned, three other fishermen, managed to keep 

themselves afloat with the help of wooden planks and rubber tubes in the sea. They were rescued by 

another fishing boat.  
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 Update on Tanker Seizure/ Strait of Hormuz, Iran/ 27 Sep 19. 

 

On 27 Sep 19, the vessel owner confirmed that the UK 

flagged, Swedish owned Oil/ Chemical tanker            

STENA IMPERO had been released along with its 

remaining crew. On 19 Jul 19, Iranian Revolutionary Guard 

Corps Navy IRGC (N) had intercepted the vessel in the 

Strait of Hormuz. The vessel had since been detained off 

Bandar Abbas. The 23 crew onboard consisted of                  

18 Indians, three Russians, one Filipino and one Latvian.  

 

 Vessel Seizure/ Strait of Hormuz, Iran/ 07 Sep 19. 

Coast guard officials from Iran reportedly seized a Tanzania flagged offshore supply tug AL BURAQ 1 

(details remain unconfirmed) and arrested its crew of 12 Filipinos, due to the ship’s involvement in a 

suspected fuel-smuggling ring. The vessel was reportedly carrying approximately 284,000 litres of 

diesel at the time of the seizure. Reportedly, the Philippine Government had been monitoring the 

condition of the 12 arrested seafarers, and the Philippine Ambassador to Iran was in close contact with 

the authorities in order to determine their status. 

 

 Vessel Seizure/ Off Greater Tunb Island, Iran/ 16 Sep 19. 

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 

reportedly seized a vessel 20 Nm off the Iranian Greater 

Tunb island in Persian Gulf for allegedly smuggling diesel 

to a neighbouring country on 16 Sep 19. The vessel was 

reportedly carrying 250,000 litres of diesel onboard. 

According to Iranian military, all 11 crew members were 

arrested. Details regarding where the ship was from or the 

nationality of those in custody remains unconfirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GULF OF ADEN/ GULF OF OMAN WATCH 
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Update  
 

04 Sep 19 – According to Iranian foreign ministry spokesperson, Iran would free seven of the 23 crew 

members of STENA IMPERO on humanitarian grounds. The sailors - five Indians, one Latvian and 

one Russian - had already left the STENA IMPERO. The remaining 16 crew members - 13 Indians, 

two Russians and one Filipino - stayed on board the STENA IMPERO to satisfy the vessel's Minimum 

Safe Manning Certificate (MSMC), according to Stena Bulk. MSMC is issued by the Flag State, which 

sets the minimum number (and ranks) of crewmembers required onboard to safely operate the vessel. 

 

24 Sep 19 – Stena bulk issued a statement that “Despite public statements by Iranian authorities over 

the past three days that judicial proceedings have concluded, and the Stena Impero is free to leave 

Iran, the vessel remains detained at anchor in Bandar Abbas. 

 

27 Sep 19- Stena Bulk confirmed that the vessel and its crew had been released. 

 

28 Sep 19 – STENA IMPERO safely docks at Dubai  
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 Statement on the Intergovernmental Conference on Conservation and Sustainable Use of 

Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction.  

 

On completion of the third session of Intergovernmental conference on Marine biodiversity on                

30 Aug 19, delegates elaborating the terms of a new treaty under UNCLOS pledged to continue 

negotiating in the spirit of cooperation and good faith. The Intergovernmental Conference is             

tasked   with drafting a legally binding instrument on the conservation and sustainable use of           

marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction. The statement by the President              

of the conference at the closing of the third session may be accessed at 

https://www.un.org/bbnj/sites/www.un.org.bbnj/files/bbnj_presidents_closing_statement_-

_advance_unedited.pdf.  

 

 Inaugural ASEAN-US Maritime Exercise (AUMX). 

 

 Inaugural AUMX involving US and 10 ASEAN nations commenced at Sattahip Naval Base in 

Thailand on 02 Sep 19 and ended in Singapore on 06 Sep 19. Eight warships and four aircraft from 

seven countries, and more than a thousand personnel representing all 10 Asian member states and the 

United States took part in the exercise. Participating navies worked together to simulate identifying and 

locating vessels suspected to be conducting illegal activities. Boarding teams from the various navies 

also conducted search and seizure operations. 

 

 Fourth Indian Ocean Conference 2019 Held in Male.  

 

The 4th edition of Indian Ocean Conference was organised by India Foundation in association with 

Government of Maldives and S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore from 03 to        

04 Sep 19 in Maldives. The theme of the conference was "Securing the Indian Ocean Region: 

Traditional and Non-Traditional Challenges". Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe was 

the chair of the conference while ministers, officials and scholars from several countries attended the 

two-day event. The conference discussion themes were grouped under three broad categories of Marine 

Ecology, Navigational Security and Terrorism while bringing out the importance of the Indian Ocean 

Region. The details of the conference may be accessed at http://indianocean.indiafoundation.in/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/Brochure_IOC-2019.pdf. 

 

 Third IORA Ministerial Blue Economy Conference.  

 

The Third IORA Ministerial Blue Economy Conference 

(BEC-III) was held from 04 to 05 Sep 19 in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh under the theme “Promoting Sustainable Blue 

Economy - making the best use of opportunities from the 

Indian Ocean”. The Conference, which was jointly 

organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's 

Republic of Bangladesh and the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA), assembled Ministers and senior 

officials responsible for Blue Economy of IORA Member 

States and Dialogue Partners to strengthen IORA’s Blue Economy agenda. It was attended by 21 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 
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Update 
 

The outcome document, the Dhaka Declaration was adopted unanimously at the Ministerial Meeting 

on 05 Sep 19. In addition, Member States made announcements on the Blue Economy which included 

the launch of the IORA Blue Carbon Hub in Perth, Australia among others. The Senior Officials 

discussed the outcome document, the “Dhaka Declaration on the Blue Economy”, as the way-forward 

for the sustainable development of the Blue Economy. Member States were encouraged to undertake 

research in new emerging sectors in Blue Economy for reaping economic benefits by value added 

approach which could include oyster culture, Mari culture and marine flora. 

https://www.un.org/bbnj/sites/www.un.org.bbnj/files/bbnj_presidents_closing_statement_-_advance_unedited.pdf
https://www.un.org/bbnj/sites/www.un.org.bbnj/files/bbnj_presidents_closing_statement_-_advance_unedited.pdf
http://indianocean.indiafoundation.in/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Brochure_IOC-2019.pdf
http://indianocean.indiafoundation.in/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Brochure_IOC-2019.pdf
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Member States of the Association and four Dialogue partners. The conference also saw the participation 

of experts from the Member States, Dialogue Partners and institutions.  
 

 IORA Workshop on Lessons Learnt from the 2018 Tsunamis in Indonesia. 

 

The IORA Workshop on Tsunami Early Warning Systems was held on the side-lines of the International 

Symposium: Lessons-learnt from the 2018 Tsunamis in Indonesia from 26 to 28 Sep 19 in Jakarta. The 

workshop was preceded by a stimulating panel discussion that saw the active participation from Disaster 

Risk Management (DRM) experts. The Workshop gathered officials and experts from 11 IORA 

Member States (Bangladesh, Comoros, India, Indonesia, Iran, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, 

Seychelles, Somalia, and Sri Lanka) and IORA Secretariat officials. During the inaugural ceremony, 

H.E. Andre Omer Siregar of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, highlighted 

that Disaster Risk Management is one of key priority areas of cooperation in IORA. IORA has a mission 

to build a resilient region, among other by enhancing cooperation with related international 

organizations and agencies, including IOC – UNESCO. 

 

  World Maritime Day 2019 Celebrated on 26 Sep 19. 

 

On 26 Sep 19, IMO and the global maritime community celebrated the 

annual World Maritime Day, under the theme "Empowering Women in the 

Maritime Community". Gender equality has been recognized as one of the 

key platforms on which people can build a sustainable future. It is one of 

the 17 goals that underpin the UN's Sustainable Development Agenda, 

which countries all over the world have pledged to implement," said IMO 

Secretary-General Kitack Lim. 2019 IMO World Maritime Day Parallel 

Event was held in Cartagena, Colombia from 15 to 18 Sep. The event in 

Colombia was attended by representatives from several countries, including 

government representatives and representatives from the maritime industry, non-governmental 

organizations and academia. 

 

 UAE Maritime Week Held from 22 to 26 Sep 19. The fifth edition of UAE Maritime 

Week was conducted at Dubai from 22 to 26 Sep 19. Hosted by the Dubai Maritime City Authority 

(DMCA), UAE Maritime Week highlighted the local maritime sector’s achievements on the 

international stage, and provided a unified platform to tackle the maritime industry’s future backed by 

innovation, knowledge and smart transformation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Maritime Day 

World Maritime Day is an official United Nations day. Every year, it provides an opportunity to focus 

attention on the importance of shipping and other maritime activities and to emphasize a particular 

aspect of IMO's work. Each year has its own world maritime theme, which is used to steer events and 

activities throughout the year. "Sustainable shipping for a sustainable planet" has been selected as 

the World Maritime theme for 2020. The World Maritime Day Parallel Event for 2020 will be held 

in South Africa. On 25 Sep 19, India’s Director General of Shipping announced guidelines, the first 

of their kind, outlining measures to promote women seafarers by providing a conducive work 

atmosphere on-board ships. The guidelines apply to ship-owning and ship managing companies that 

operate ships over 500 gross registered tonnage (GRT), registered under the Merchant Shipping Act 

of 1958. It may also be adopted for ships below 500 GRT by the ship owners. The detailed merchant 

shipping notice 07 of 2019 dated 25 Sep 19 may be accessed at 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/201909250551118189060MS_Notice_7of2019_

Crew.pdf. 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/201909250551118189060MS_Notice_7of2019_Crew.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/201909250551118189060MS_Notice_7of2019_Crew.pdf
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 Three Months to go Until the Global Sulphur Cap.  

 

According to IMO 2020 rule, as of 01 Jan 20, the maximum sulphur content of fuel consumed at sea 

will be limited to 0.50%, unless an exhaust gas cleaning system is used. Compliance with the IMO 2020 

rule worldwide is expected to be around 80% - 90% in the initial months of 2020, with Asia playing an 

active role in achieving this compliance rate as refiners pave the way. Many countries including India 

have shown commitment to comply with IMO's low sulphur mandate for marine fuels. Early indications 

of prices for low- sulphur fuel oil 0.5% compliant with the IMO 2020 rule showed that the new fuel 

costs about 30% more than the current, high- sulphur IFO380 fuel at Asian ports which have started 

selling it. There have also been reports pertaining to oil tankers involved in hoarding of fuels that can 

meet the new specifications, or create a blend comprising oil such as gasoil, low- sulphur fuel oil, low- 

sulphur crude oil, high- sulphur fuel oil and other components. 

 

 IUMI Publishes Revised Position Paper on Cargo Theft Preventive Measures.  

 

IUMI (the International Union of Marine Insurance) has 

published a revision of its position paper containing 

recommendations aimed at improving the prevention of 

cargo theft and countering this growing issue. IUMI has 

urged further steps to better facilitate the safe and secure 

flow of goods within the global supply chain and 

minimise risk. In particular, it highlights requirement for 

efforts by law enforcement agencies to increase 

transnational cooperation to combat cargo theft. IUMI’s 

position paper includes a number of considerations that 

will help prevent cargo theft. These include the 

continuation of exchange of best practice across borders 

on local initiatives; establishing a dedicated cargo theft 

taskforce; training with a focus on cargo theft awareness 

and prevention; and enhanced due diligence by shippers, logistics/transportation companies when 

selecting agents and staff.  The full position paper is available at https://iumi.com/opinions/position-

papers.  

 

 Report on Autonomous Shipping and Changing Reliance on Human Skills in the Next 30 

Years.  

 

A new report from the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science & Technology (IMarEST) appraises 

the capabilities and limitations of automation at sea, grappling with the question of how humans and 

autonomous systems will work together. The findings outline how human-machine collaboration can 

strengthen operations at sea and increase capability. They also predict the extent to which these changes 

and improvements will take place, depending on expected real-world needs and the practicalities of 

making such changes. To make the results easier to digest, the report considers the case of two 

hypothetical future vessels, the Horizon, built in 2030, and her sister ship, the Succession, built in 2050. 

The detailed report may be accessed at https://www.imarest.org/reports/1055-autonomous-shipping-

putting-the-human-back-in-the-headlines-ii/file. 

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Oct 19 in IOR region has 

been uploaded on IFC-IOR website for reference. 

 

 

 

 

 

GEN FOR MARINERS 

 

https://iumi.com/opinions/position-papers
https://iumi.com/opinions/position-papers
https://www.imarest.org/reports/1055-autonomous-shipping-putting-the-human-back-in-the-headlines-ii/file
https://www.imarest.org/reports/1055-autonomous-shipping-putting-the-human-back-in-the-headlines-ii/file
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IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

Windward 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.asiatimes.com/ 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://www.thephuketnews.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.andamansheekha.com/ 

 

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 

 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.asiatimes.com/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://www.thephuketnews.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.andamansheekha.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 

 

14 

14 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort 

has been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage 

of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to 

report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and 

build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  The information 

contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Indian 

Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, 

please contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

   

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

