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Scope  

IFC-IOR aims to collaborate with national and regional agencies and like-minded Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The enriched awareness and robust regional linkages 

would certainly bolster region’s maritime security and safety and would go a long way in building 

confidence and capacity amongst collaborating partners. To draw a common understanding, threats in 

the region have been divided into six broad categories and sub-categories thereon. The Monthly 

Maritime Security Update (MMSU) provides information on threats to merchant vessels, shipping 

industry, and other maritime stakeholders in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the last one month.  The 

incidents pertaining to following categories have been analysed for the duration 01 Jun – 30 Jun 19:- 

  Piracy/ Sea Robbery / Sea Theft 

  Maritime Terrorism 

  Contraband Smuggling 

  Irregular Human Migration 

             Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

  Maritime Incidents 

Overview of Incidents 

A total of 38 incidents under various 

categories have been recorded in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of       

Jun 19. There was an overall reduction in 

incidents related to piracy/ sea robbery/ sea 

theft, especially in the Gulf of Guinea. 

There was also a reduction in reported 

contraband seizures as well as incidents 

related to IUU fishing. Maritime incidents 

were, however, comparatively higher in 

this month with an incident involving 

attack on tankers reported in Gulf of 

Oman. The trend in the statistics may be 

attributed to inclement weather conditions 

due to setting in of monsoons in the area 

being monitored. 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS 
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A sector wise analysis has been undertaken by the Centre to assess the maritime safety and security 

situation in Gulf of Guinea (GoG), Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and South East Asia. For 

the purpose of analysis, the area has been divided into four sectors to highlight the trends of incidents 

in the region. Only four incidents of piracy and armed robbery were recorded by the Centre during the 

period under review. There was a marked decrease in 

the piracy related incidents in Gulf of Guinea. This 

may be attributed to the commencement of rainy 

season (June – September) which makes small boat 

operations more challenging. There is a likelihood 

that attacks far from the coast may be comparatively 

lower in the months to come. However, possibility of 

usage of mother ships to undertake piracy related 

activities closer to coast may not be ruled out. Attacks 

on tugs and barges in the westbound lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme (TSS) of Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore (SOMS) continued as one more incident 

(ninth in 2019) was reported in this month. A 

hijacking of crew incident was reported in Sulu 

Celebes Sea area between Malaysia and Philippines 

which was the first such incident reported in 2019. 

Two tankers were attacked in Gulf of Oman on 13 Jun 

leading to major concerns amongst the shipping community pertaining to safety of the merchantmen 

transiting the Strait of Hormuz.   Hashish seizures were reported by CTF in the Northern Arabian Sea 

while a major wildlife smuggling incident pertaining to ivory and pangolin scales was reported in 

Vietnam. The advent of Monsoon may reduce the movement along the ‘Hash Highway’ in impending 

months although military forces continue to maintain a strict vigil for the stateless vessels. Irregular 

Human Migration in the Mediterranean was highlighted by the United Nation’s International 

Organization for Migration (IOM). As of 19 Jun 19,  26,090 migrants and refugees have entered Europe 

by sea in 2019, roughly a 35 per cent decrease from the 40,846 arriving during the same period last 

year.  
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The following piracy incidents have been reported in the region in the month of Jun 19:-  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Pengerang, Malaysia / 16 Jun 19.  

 
A sea theft incident was reported onboard a tanker MT PONIER on 16 Jun 19 anchored 2.9 Nm south 

of Teluk Ramunia, Malaysia. The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) from Tanjung 

Sedili Maritime Zone thwarted an attempt by a group of foreign men to steal items on board the vessel. 

The patrol team came across two suspicious wooden boats, both named ‘LIMA SORE’ secured to the 

vessel and conducted checks. They arrested four perpetrators who attempted to steal items from the 

tanker, including scrap metal.  However, two of the four perpetrators escaped by jumping overboard 

and were later arrested in Pulau Batam by the Indonesian authorities. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Straits of Malacca and Singapore/ 18 Jun 19. 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Malaysian flagged tug BUDGET 19 on 18 Jun 19 

approximately about 4.5 Nm southeast of Tanjung Piai, Johor, Malaysia. Whilst underway, eight 

perpetrators boarded the barge from nine sampans, stole scrap metal and escaped. The crew was not 

injured. 

 

 

PIRACY/ SEA ROBBERY/ THEFT  

 

Sea Theft/ 30 Jun  

Sea Theft/ 16 Jun  

Sea Theft/ 18 Jun  

Comments. From Jan to Jun 2019, eight incidents of sea theft were reported with similar modus 

operandi in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). All incidents involved perpetrators on a 

small boat approaching barges being towed by tug boats and stealing scrap metal and tools before 

escaping. All these incidents have been reported in the west bound lane of the Traffic Separation 

Scheme (TSS) in the SOMS. No violence or usage of weapons were reported in any of the incidents. 

However, the perpetrators managed to escape in most of the cases with stolen goods before the 

authorities could respond. Transit at lower speed and non-presence of crew on barge to offer any 

resistance makes them a lucrative target for the perpetrators to undertake such petty thefts. 

 

Sea Theft/ 30 Jun  
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 Sea Theft/ Tanjung Priok Port, Jakarta, Indonesia/ 30 Jun 19. 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a Marshall Islands bulk carrier on 30 Jun 19 berthed at 

Tanjung Priok Port, Jakarta, Indonesia. The perpetrators boarded the berthed ship unnoticed during 

cargo operations. During routine rounds, it was observed that the store padlock was broken and ship’s 

properties stolen. The incident was reported to the Port authorities.   

 

 Sea Theft/ Lagos STS Offshore, Nigeria / 30 Jun 19. 

A sea theft incident was reported onboard a merchant vessel on 30 Jun 19 while it was anchored at 

Lagos Offshore STS Area.  A wooden boat along with three POB came alongside the vessel. All crew 

were alerted and a naval patrol boat came to assist the vessel. The boat escaped with two moorings 

lines. Ship and crew were reported to be safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) 
 

Kenya has been elected the chair of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) 

for a period of two years commencing Jan 2020. The unanimous decision was made at the 22nd 

Plenary Session of the group held on 20 Jun 19 in Balaclava, Mauritius. The chairmanship will 

afford Kenya the opportunity to coordinate regional and international efforts to deal with the 

challenge of piracy which still remains a threat to regional maritime security, despite being whittled 

in recent times. The CGPCS was established on 14 Jan 2009, in accordance with UN Security Council 

Resolution 1851. This ad hoc international forum brings together more than 60 countries, regional 

and international organisations, all working together towards the prevention of piracy off the coast 

of Somalia. The CGPCS coordinates political, military and non-governmental efforts to combat 

piracy, ensures that pirates are brought to justice and support local governments to develop 

sustainable maritime security capabilities. The group’s approach focuses on informality, inclusion 

and multi-stakeholder representation and is an attempt to find innovative solutions outside of formal 

international organisations. 

 

Update on kidnapped crew of MT Apecus 
 

After more than 70 days in captivity, five Indian seafarers who were abducted from MT APECUS on 

19 Apr 19 in Gulf of Guinea were rescued on 27 Jun 19 with the efforts of India’s Ministry of External 

Affairs and Nigerian authorities. India’s Director General of Shipping continuously coordinated with 

various agencies to work towards the early release of the seafarers. In addition, Nigerian Maritime 

and Safety Agency (NIMASA) coordinated Nigerian efforts for securing the release of the Indian 

nationals. 
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        Kidnapping of crew / Lahad Datu's Water, Philippines/ 18 Jun 19.    

 

An incident involving kidnapping of crew was reported onboard two Malaysian flagged fishing vessels 

whilst enroute from Tambisan to Semporna, Sabah, Malaysia on 18 Jun 19. The fishing vessels with 

total 16 crew onboard were approached by two speed boats and boarded by armed perpetrators who 

kidnapped ten crew and escaped. Local authorities including Philippines Coast Guard, Armed Forces 

of Philippines and Philippines National Police were notified of the incident.  

MARITIME TERRORISM 

Update 
 

The perpetrators armed with weapons, were believed to be members of the Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf 

Group (ASG). On 21 Jun 19, the nine abducted crew were released by the abductors at the unnamed 

shorelines of Sulu Province. The crew were later rescued by the police. According to the abducted 

crew, prior to their release, the perpetrators took away some of their personal belongings such as 

wrist watches and cellular phones. On 24 Jun 19, the crew escorted by police authorities departed 

Jolo, Sulu for Zamboanga city for a joint debrief by the Philippines authorities. 

Comments. This is the first incident involving abduction of crew reported in 2019. Two similar 

incidents were reported last year on 11 Sep and 05 Dec 18. The first incident of this kind occurred 

on board fishing trawler, SRI DEWI 1 on 11 Sep 18 wherein two crew members were abducted in 

Semporna waters, off Sabah. One of the two abducted crew members was rescued by the Philippine 

authorities on 05 Dec 18. The second incident was reported onboard a fishing trawler on 05 Dec 18 

in which three crew were abducted. The ASG group is infamous for kidnapping people for ransom in 

southwest Mindanao, especially in Zamboanga province, and in the Sulu Archipelago, which includes 

Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, and Basilan provinces. There has been a noticeable shift in the operations of ASG 

group since 2017, wherein even fishing vessels are being targeted in the area. The general motive of 

such kidnappings remain generation of funds by demanding ransom. 

       The three nations involved in the area – Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines have promulgated 

transit corridors in the Sulu – Celebes Seas vide UKHO Maritime Security chart Q6113, which 

includes voluntary reporting for vessels 24 hours prior transit through these waters. The related 

information may also be accessed at the following link :- 

https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to

%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf 

 
 

 

https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf
https://www.admiralty.co.uk/AdmiraltyDownloadMedia/Security%20Related%20Information%20to%20Mariners/Q6113_A4.pdf
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Gulf of Aden/ 02 Jun 19.      (Hashish) 
 
HMAS BALLARAT, under CTF150, detected and intercepted a flagless dhow while operating in the 

Gulf of Aden. 3086 kg of hashish were seized by the boarding team. The narcotics were transported 

onboard the frigate and later destroyed. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman / 04 Jun 19.          (Hashish) 
 

HMAS BALLARAT, under CTF 150, intercepted a flagless dhow named JINDOL off the coast of Oman 

on 04 Jun 19. 483 kg of hashish and 40 kg of other narcotics were seized and subsequently destroyed. 

On the same day, two more flagless dhows were intercepted and over 2000 kg of hashish were seized 

and destroyed. 

 
 Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 07 Jun 19.                    (Hashish) 

HMAS BALLARAT intercepted a flagless dhow off the Omani coast on 07 Jun 19. During the search, 

893 kg of hashish were seized. The narcotics were transshipped to the frigate and later destroyed. 

 

 Wildlife Smuggling/ Hai Phong port, Vietnam/ 12 Jun 19.    (Ivory and Pangolin scales) 

Customs authorities in the port of the port of Hai Phong found 3.5 tons of smuggled ivory and 4 tons of 

smuggled Pangolin scales hidden in in a shipping container. The steel barrels containing the ivory and 

scales were mixed with ones containing tar to conceal the trafficked animal parts from customs 

authorities. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Lower Calarian, Philippines/ 19 Jun 19.      (Tobacco) 

The Philippine Naval Forces in Western Mindanao, in coordination with the Bureau of Customs (BOC), 

seized 750 cases of suspected smuggled tobacco products with an estimated market value of 

approximately 0.3 million US$ from a wooden-hulled commercial vessel on 19 Jun 19. The suspected 

smuggled tobacco products were intercepted when the vessel was about to unload at a finger wharf in 

Sitio Stanbak, Calarian. The Philippine Navy seized the vessel. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Wilayat Khasab, Oman / 19 Jun 19.           (Diesel) 
 
The Royal Oman Police thwarted an attempt to smuggle diesel near Wilayat Khasab, Musandam. In the 

operation, Kumzar Coast Guard police boats seized seven diesel smuggling boats, carrying twenty 

people of Asian nationalities. The individuals were arrested on charges of diesel smuggling. Around 

20,000 litres of diesel was recovered from the boats. The arrested personnel were handed over to the 

Customs Department in Musandam. 

 

 

CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

Comments. HMAS BALLARAT, deployed as part of CTF 150, seized 6828 kg of narcotics over a six 

day period whilst operating in the North Arabian Sea. The latest seizure was on 07 Jun 19 with the 

total market value of seized narcotics exceeding 3.5 million US$.  

Comments. Trade in ivory is illegal in Vietnam but wildlife trafficking remains widespread. Wildlife 

seizures in Vietnam are infrequent but usually large. Poaching and trading of ivory tusks and 

pangolins carry penalties of up to 5 years in jail in Vietnam,  
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 Drug Smuggling/ Mauritius/ 24 Jun 19.              (Heroin) 

A Liberian flagged container vessel MSC AGATA, anchored in the Port Louis holding area, was detained 

by the Coast Guard based on previous information. A thorough search was undertaken and a 2.3 kg 

package, containing suspected heroin, was seized. Anti-Drug and Smuggling Unit (ADSU) carried out 

the drug analysis and later confirmed it to be heroin. 

 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Musandam, Oman / 30 Jun 19.           (Diesel) 
 
Twenty people were arrested on charges of smuggling 20,000 litres diesel off Musandam in Oman. 

Officials also confiscated the boats. The Coast Guard Unit in Musandam in cooperation with Special 

Task Force unit in Khasab seized eight boats carrying the fuel. 
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 IUU Fishing / Off Cagayan, Philippines/ 01 Jun 19. 

Two foreign fishing vessels were seized by the 

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and the Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) for operating 

illegally off the coast of Cagayan on 01 Jun 19. The 

crew of the two vessels were apprehended and brought 

to BFAR –Cagayan Valley for investigation. MCS 

3010, a BFAR vessel manned by the PCG, spotted the 

first fishing vessel near Calayan, Cagayan. The foreign 

vessel reportedly hit the Philippine vessel twice before 

the Captain and five crewmen were arrested. The 

Philippine vessel was also damaged during the 

incident. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Samar, Philippines/ 07 Jun 19.  

 

A commercial fishing vessel was seized by the personnel of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources in Eastern Visayas (BFAR-8) on 07 Jun 19, in the municipal waters of Barangay Rizal of 

Daram town, Samar. The unidentified owner of the seized fishing boat, together with the engine man 

and three crew members, fled. BFAR personnel, however, seized the boat, which was found to be loaded 

with illegal fishing catch. 

 IUU Fishing/ SE of Koh Juang, Thailand/ 08 Jun 19.  

 

 

The Royal Thai Navy, on 08 Jun 19, arrested eight 

crew members on three foreign fishing vessels for 

illegally fishing in Thai waters. The arrest was made 

in waters southeast of Koh Juang in Sattahip district of 

Chon Buri province. One of the vessels used a Thai 

name and carried Thai flag in order to escape 

detection. All eight crew members were charged with 

violation of the 1939 Act governing the Right to Fish 

in Thai Fishery Waters and the Fisheries Act of 2015. 

  

 

 IUU Fishing / Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 10 Jun 19. 

Sri Lankan Navy nabbed five persons for engaging in illegal fishing in the seas off the Round Island, 

Trincomalee on 10 Jun 19. They were engaged in fishing using unauthorised fishing nets and were held 

during a routine patrol by the personnel from Sri Lankan Eastern Naval Command. The suspects, one 

dinghy, one outboard motor (OBM) and an unauthorised fishing net were taken into naval custody.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 
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 IUU Fishing / Pantai Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 20 Jun 19. 

 

 The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency 

(MMEA) of Kelantan detained a foreign fishing vessel 

and five crew for illegally harvesting sea cucumber in 

Malaysian waters. MMEA detained a boat and crew, all 

aged between 30 to 54 years, 45 Nm from Pantai Tok 

Bali. The fishing boat and fishermen were towed to the 

MMEA headquarters in Tok Bali for further 

investigation under the Fisheries Act 1985.The boat was 

observed to have been modified with special equipment 

to harvest sea cucumber which could potentially cause 

damage to the fish breeding grounds and their 

ecosystem. 

 IUU Fishing / Kachchathivu Island, Sri Lanka/ 26 Jun 19. 

Sri Lankan Navy reportedly apprehended four foreign fishermen along with a fishing trawler for 

allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan territorial waters. The arrest was made by a Fast Attack Craft attached 

to the Northern Naval Command, during a patrol conducted in the sea area off the Kachchathivu Island. 

  

International day for fight against IUU fishing – 05 Jun 
 

The International day for fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing was observed 

worldwide on 05 Jun 19. Efforts by the international community to ensure the sustainability of 

fisheries are being seriously compromised by Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing 

activities. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), IUU fishing activities 

are responsible for the loss of 11–26 million tonnes of fish each year, which is estimated to have an 

economic value of US$10–23 billion. To curtail this impact, Target 4 of Goal 14 of the Sustainable 

Development Agenda, adopted in 2015 by the UN General Assembly, specifically urges the 

international community to “effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices” by 2020. More details may be accessed 

at https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/. 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Khoms City, Libya/ 02 Jun 19.  

 

Libyan Coast Guard rescued 158 illegal migrants, in two 

separate operations off the western coast on 02 Jun 19. In 

the first operation, a patrol boat found 73 migrants (40 

men, 25 women and eight children) and recovered bodies 

of a woman and a kid from their rubber boat. In the second 

rescue operation, the Coast Guard rescued 85 migrants 

(75 men, five women and five children) after the motor of 

the boat broke down off Khoms city.  

 

 
 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Tarutao Marine National Park, Thailand/ 11 Jun 19.  

 

A group of 65 migrants were found on a shipwrecked boat 

off the coast of southern Thailand as per Navy officials. 

Investigations was on by the authorities to ascertain as to 

whether they had been trafficked. The boat was discovered 

on 11 Jun 19, in the Tarutao Marine National Park in 

southern Thailand, approximately 400 km from the border 

of Myanmar. Thai Navy spokesperson intimated that there 

were 31 women and five children amongst the personnel 

onboard the shipwrecked boat.  

 

 
  Irregular Human Migration / Lahad Datu Bay, Malaysia/ 12 Jun 19. 

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)  foiled an attempt by a 65-year-old boat 

skipper and seven illegal Filipinos onboard, to escape to Philippines from the Lahad Datu bay waters 

on 12 Jun 19. The MMEA patrol unit arrested the group when they were observed behaving suspiciously 

near the Kampung Desa Bajau area. The illegals comprised of a 17 year old girl and six men aged 28 

to 55 who did not have valid identity documents. 

 

 
 
 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments.  According to the United Nation’s International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) report, as of 19 Jun 19,  26,090 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea in 2019, 

roughly a 35 per cent decrease from the 40,846 arriving during the same period last year. Arrivals 

to Spain and Greece account for 82 per cent of all irregular arrivals this year across three 

Mediterranean Sea routes, with the balance arriving in much smaller proportions to Italy, Malta 

and Cyprus. Arrivals to Greece – the region’s busiest sea destination – are about even in 2019 with 

those from this same time last year. Arrivals to Spain are about 25 per cent lower than those through 

this same date in 2018.  Deaths recorded on the three main Mediterranean Sea routes through 170 

days of 2019 are at 597 individuals – or just over half the total (1,100 deaths) confirmed during the 

same period in 2018.  
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 SAR/ Lakshadweep, India / 02 Jun 19. 

Indian Coast Guard rescued 20 fishermen from Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, who were stranded at mid-sea 

near Lakshadweep. Two fishing boats Star of Sea 1 and Star 

of Sea 2 were stranded due to suspected engine failure off the 

coast of Kiltan Island, Lakshadweep. Indian Coast Guard 

Ship VIKRAM patrolling in the vicinity was immediately 

diverted to provide assistance. ICG ship towed the two 

crippled fishing boats to Androth. 
 

 Sunk/  Molucca Sea, Indonesia/ 04 Jun 19. 

 

A Cargo ship identified as KM LINTAS TIMUR sank in Banggai Laut Regency waters, Eastern 

Sulawesi, on 04 Jun 19. Reportedly 20 people were onboard, of which only one was rescued while the 

remaining 19 went missing. SAR was undertaken by local authorities. The ship reportedly sank owing 

to bad weather.  
 

 Aground/ Rimau Balak Island, Indonesia/ 07 Jun 19. 

A ferry MUTIARA PERSADA 2 with hundreds of passengers onboard reportedly ran aground off Rimau 

Balak Island, on approaches to Bakaheni, west Sumatra, on 07  Jun 19, whilst en route to Bakauheni 

from Merak Java. SAR was undertaken by local authorities and all passengers were evacuated and 

safely transferred to Bakauheni.  
 

 Fire/ Savu Sea, Indonesia/ 08 Jun 19. 

The general cargo ship MENTARI SELARAS caught fire in the 

superstructure on 08 Jun 19, in vicinity of Waingapu port, 

Sumba island, Indonesia. SAR team from Waingapu was 

deployed to assist the crew in firefighting. The fire was 

reportedly extinguished and the disabled ship was towed back 

to Waingapu. The ship was en route from Waingapu to Ende, 

Flores Island. 
 

 Sunk/ off Dwarka coast, Gujarat, India / 08 Jun 19. 

A vessel was detained by the Indian Coast Guard on 08 Jun off the Dwarka coast. There were 14 crew 

members aboard the vessel, including five Indians and nine Iranians. The vessel reportedly was on its 

way to Kuwait and was detained for suspicious activity. 

 

 Sunk/ Palawan, Philippines / 09 Jun 19. 

A collision between a Chinese and Filipino vessel FB GIMBER 1 was reported by Filipino fishermen 

near the Recto Bank in the West Philippine on 09 Jun 19. The collision led to sinking of the Filipino 

vessel. The Chinese fishing vessel immediately left the incident scene abandoning the 22 Filipino 

crewmen. All 22 Filipino crew were later brought to safety in coordination with the Navy's BRP 

RAMON ALCARAZ, which was conducting a routine maritime patrol in the area. 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 

 

Update 
 

A joint investigation and rummaging of the suspicious vessel, SEA SHELL (previously known as 

NADIA ADIB), by the ICG, the Marine Police, the Customs, and the Anti-Terrorist Squad, confirmed 

that it was not engaged in any suspicious activity. It was revealed during investigation that the vessel 

was initially towing two OSVs — ESNAAD 711 and ESNAAD 712 — of which ESNAAD 711 sank off 

the Diu coast due to flooding. 
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 SAR/ Off Kollam, Kerala / 09 Jun 19. 

Six fishermen were rescued from a sinking fishing vessel off 

Kerala coast on 09 Jun 19 by the Indian Coast Guard. Coast 

Guard district headquarters (Kerala and Mahe) received a 

distress message about a sinking fishing boat, 

AACHARIYAMATHA, approximately 35 Nm off Kollam. 

Remote Operating Station of the Coast Guard Headquarters 

directed Merchant Vessel ASIA EMERALD-III in vicinity for 

assistance and rescue of fishermen. All fishermen were rescued 

by the merchant vessel and no crew was reported injured. 
 

 Collision/ Off Chittagong, Bangladesh/ 14 Jun 19. 

A Container ship X-PRESS MAHANANDA collided with 

tanker BURGAN on 14 Jun 19 in Chittagong port channel, 

Bangladesh. BURGAN, in ballast, was leaving Chittagong, 

while container ship was proceeding to port, on arrival from 

Colombo. Both ships sustained serious damages. The container 

ship was taken to container terminal, to offload all of her cargo. 

The traffic in the channel was temporarily disrupted due to the 

collision but was later restored to normal after necessary 

salvage operation. 
 

 SAR/ Off Dhaulkut port, Oman / 15 Jun 19. 

Ten Indian crew members of a dhow, which was sinking in Omani waters due to some technical problem 

in the engines were rescued 4 Nm off the port city of Dhalkut in Dhofar governorate, Oman on                 

15 Jun 19. The Indian Embassy extended assistance to the survivors for repatriation. The Royal Oman 

Sea Vessel SADAH, in coordination with the Maritime Security Center, carried out the rescue operation. 

 Sunk/ Off Yemen / 20 Jun 19.  

Japanese ship ASAGIRI assisted in rescuing nine crew of a sinking dhow AWATIF approximately 75 

Nm off the Yemen coast. After receiving the mayday call, a helicopter was launched and two crew were 

rescued. Remaining six were picked up by a passing merchant vessel and all were handed over to 

Djibouti Coast Guard. 

 Fire/ West Java, Indonesia/ 21 Jun 19. 

Fire engulfed 15 fishing boats in Indramayu, West Java on 21 Jun 19 following an electrical short circuit 

in the engine room in one of the ships which then spread to other ships .The wind blowing from the east 

led to the fire spreading to the boats lined up along the embankment. Four fire engines were deployed 

to extinguish the fire. 
 

 Sunk/ Gulf of Siam, Thailand / 22 Jun 19.  

A Vietnamese fishing vessel CM 99596-TS sank after being struck by another ship in a suspect hit-and-

run case on 22 Jun 19 in Gulf of Siam approximately 70 Nm SW of Hon Khoai island, eastern Gulf of 

Siam. The seven crew were rescued by nearby fishing vessel. The fishermen claimed that they spotted 

the ship’s name, identifying her as Singapore-flagged OCEAN UNICORN.  
 

 Sunk/ NW of Surabaya, Indonesia/ 25 Jun 19. 

A General cargo ship TIRTA AMARTA, loaded with fertilizers, suffered water ingress and sank in Java 

Sea, approximately 120 Nm NW of Surabaya, East Java, on 25 Jun 19. The ship was en-route southern 

Kalimantan from Gresik Surabaya. 16 crew members escaped through life rafts and were rescued by a 
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passing container ship SEASPAN FRASER. Indonesian SAR boat later rescued the personnel from the 

ship and transferred them ashore. 
 

 Capsize/ Off Cebu, Philippines / 25 Jun 19. 

According to a report from the Philippine Coast Guard 

(PCG) Central Visayas, MV EVA MARY GRACE capsized 

near the SEDC Port in San Fernando, Cebu, with 12 crew 

members onboard on 25 Jun 19. One person was reportedly 

injured during the accident. The ship’s crane was lifting the 

last batch of cement in bags when a swell hit the ship causing 

it to list to port and subsequently capsize. Approximately 

12,000 litres of automotive diesel was spilled as a result of 

the incident. 
 

 Collision/ SE of Haiphong, Vietnam / 28 Jun 19. 

A bulk carrier PACIFIC 01 collided with a Vietnamese fishing vessel NA 95899 TS with 19 crew 

onboard, in Gulf of Tonkin 90 Nm SE of Haiphong on 28 Jun 19. The fishing vessel sank and nine of 

its crew were rescued by PACIFIC 01. Ten crew members were reportedly missing with SAR being 

undertaken by local authorities. PACIFIC 01 was en-route from Saigon to Cam Pha, but headed to the 

nearest port to disembark the rescued fishermen. 

Comments. An annual study report on shipping losses over 100 GRT titled “Safety and shipping 

review 2019” was released on 04 Jun 19. According to the report, 46 large ships were lost 

worldwide in 2018, down by a record 50 percent annually and 55 percent below the 10-year average 

of 104. Total losses significantly fell in accident hotspots such as South East Asia. Weather losses 

halved due to a relatively quieter year in terms of storms. Number of shipping incidents remained 

stable with machinery damage being the major cause, responsible for 1billion US$ worth of marine 

insurance industry claims in five years. The South China Sea, Indonesia and Philippines maritime 

region remained the area with maximum losses, with one in four incidents reported in 2018 (12), 

although significantly down from 29 in 2017. The East Mediterranean and Black Sea (6) and the 

British Isles (4) ranked second and third. Cargo ships (15) accounted for a third of vessels lost 

around the world in the past year. The most common cause of ship losses remains foundering 

(sinking), which has accounted for over half (551) of the 1,036 lost over the past decade. In 2018, 

a total of 30 cases were reported.  

 
The detailed report may be accessed at 

https://www.allianz.com/content/dam/onemarketing/azcom/Allianz_com/press/document/AGCS_sh

ipping_review_2019_press_release.pdf 

 

https://www.allianz.com/content/dam/onemarketing/azcom/Allianz_com/press/document/AGCS_shipping_review_2019_press_release.pdf
https://www.allianz.com/content/dam/onemarketing/azcom/Allianz_com/press/document/AGCS_shipping_review_2019_press_release.pdf
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 Attack on Tankers/ Gulf of Oman / 13 Jun 19.      On 13 Jun 19, two tankers were reportedly 

attacked whilst underway in the Gulf of Oman almost simultaneously at around 0640 LT. The explosions 

occurred between Fujairah (UAE) and Jask (Iran). A Marshall Islands flagged Tanker FRONT ALTAIR, 

fully laden with Naptha, experienced three explosions with two-minute intervals on starboard side of the 

vessel around amidships above water line. Another Panama flagged tanker KOKUKA COURAGEOUS, 

fully laden with Methanol, experienced two explosions on starboard side in the area around the engine 

room above the waterline. Both tankers were navigating the Traffic Separation System heading South-

East. The explosions caused fire on the ships and the crew were rescued by vessels in the vicinity. No 

casualty was reported on either of the tankers while few crew members suffered minor physical injuries. 

Shortly after the incidents, the insurers of both vessels appointed Boskalis subsidiary SMIT Salvage to 

salvage the vessels and their cargo. 

GULF OF ADEN/ GULF OF OMAN WATCH 

Analysis 

 

Tracks of both tankers from AM 13 Jun 19 to 30 Jun 19 

FRONT ALTAIR. The tanker departed Al Ruwais on 11 Jun 19 with next port of call as Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan and ETA as 29 Jun 19. 

 

KOKUKA COURAGEOUS. The tanker departed Al Jubail in Saudi Arabia on 07 Jun 19 with next 

port of call as Singapore and ETA as 21 Jun 19.  
 

Both the tankers transited through the normal shipping route and commenced passage through the 

Strait of Hormuz (as depicted in figure) AM 13 Jun 19. The tankers were attacked within a short span 

of time (likely to be 0300 UTC) as could be discerned from abrupt course alterations as well as 

immediate drop in speed. Both positions of incidents were approximately 22 Nm apart. The fire 

aboard MV KOKUKA COURAGEOUS was extinguished and crew evacuated to a Dutch tug Coastal 

Ace; with onward movement to the USS BAINBRIDGE. The crew from MV FRONT ALTAIR were 

transferred to MV HYUNDAI DUBAI and were later transferred onto an Iranian vessel. As of              

30 Jun 19, both the tankers were monitored off Fujairah, being assisted by service vessels. No 

confirmation of the kind of explosive devices which were used to target the tankers could be 

ascertained.  
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 Seychelles Supreme Court charges five suspected Somali Pirates. The Seychelles 

Supreme Court formally charged five suspected Somali pirates who were transferred to Seychelles by 

EU NAVFOR in Apr 19 after the first reported piracy incident off Somalia in 2019. The five suspects 

were transferred to Seychelles authorities by the EU NAVFOR on 26 Apr 19 after being captured by 

the EU NAVFOR's flagship ESPS NAVARRA from the dhow Al AZHAM. The suspects were 

transferred to Seychellois authorities in accordance with a transfer agreement between Seychelles and 

the European Union with support from the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and appeared in 

court on 30 May and 07 Jun 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments. This is the second case of attack on vessels in the Gulf of Oman within a short span of 

almost a month. On 12 May 19, United Arab Emirates Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (MOFAIC) issued a statement that four commercial vessels were sabotaged at Fujairah 

anchorage. Two of the tankers, AMJAD and AL MARZOQAH, were Saudi Arabia flagged, A 

MICHEL was UAE flagged while ANDREA VICTORY was Norway flagged. Each vessel had a 5-

10ft hole in its hull, apparently caused by an explosive charge detonated below the waterline.  

On 06 Jun 19, the Permanent Representatives to the United Nations of UAE, Norway, and Saudi 

Arabia briefed members of the UN Security Council on the preliminary findings of the 

investigation into the coordinated attacks on four oil tankers that took place on 12 May 19 off the 

port of Fujairah. As the attacks took place within UAE territorial waters less than 12 Nm from the 

UAE coastline, UAE authorities have taken the lead in the investigation in coordination with several 

international partners. The joint statement said that "these facts are strong indications that the four 

attacks were part of a sophisticated and coordinated operation carried out by an actor with 

significant operational capacity, most likely a state actor." The assessment of the damage to the four 

vessels and the chemical analysis of the debris recovered revealed that it was highly likely that 

limpet mines were used in the attacks. 
Post the latest attacks on 13 Jun 19, the international maritime community has expressed deep 

concern on the safety of tankers plying through the Strait of Hormuz. The Oil Companies 

International Marine Forum (OCIMF) released an update on 16 Jun 19 with details of the incidents 

and their recommendations for vessels transiting the area and the same may be viewed on 

https://www.ocimf.org/news/press-releases.aspx.  

Op Sankalp 
 

India’s Director General of Shipping issued two advisories on 13 and 16 Jun 19 to all Indian 

Merchant shipping operating in the Straits of Hormuz and Persian/Arabian Gulf region cautioning 

the vessel masters/owners/mangers/ operators as well as sea farers to exercise caution against 

similar attacks. It also exhorted them to take necessary preventive measures prior, during passage 

or/at anchorage with an exhaustive list of measures. In addition, Indian Navy executed Op Sankalp 

on 20 Jun 19 by deploying two of its ships INS CHENNAI and SUNAYNA in the Gulf of Oman, to re-

assure Indian Flagged Vessels operating/ transiting through Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. In 

addition, aerial surveillance by IN aircraft is also being undertaken in the area. IFC-IOR is also 

closely monitoring the movement of ships in the Gulf region. The Shipping Corporation of India 

(SCI) crude tanker DESH VISHAL was the first to be embarked by the Indian Navy Armed Security 

Team while transiting through the Strait of Hormuz. 

 

 

 

https://www.ocimf.org/news/press-releases.aspx


 17     

 

 

 IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee 101st Session.   

 

The 101st session of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) was held at London from 05 to                

14 Jun 19. The MSC deals with all matters related to maritime safety and maritime security which fall 

within the scope of IMO, covering both passenger ships and all kinds of cargo ships. This includes 

updating the SOLAS Convention and related codes, such as those covering dangerous goods, life-saving 

appliances and fire safety systems. The MSC also deals with human element issues, including 

amendments to the STCW Convention on training and certification of seafarers. The MSC has a wide 

range of issues on its current agenda, including goal-based standards, autonomous vessels, piracy and 

armed robbery against ships, cyber security, e-navigation and the modernization of the Global Maritime 

Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). India was represented by DG shipping and a brief on IFC-IOR 

tabled during MSC. Establishment of IFC-IOR was endorsed by IMO. The brief on IFC-IOR has been 

uploaded on IMO website and may be accessed at Ser 18 on 

https://docs.imo.org/Category.aspx?cid=49. 

 

 

 

 Symposium on Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea.  

 

A symposium on Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, was held on 04 Jun 19 in London, a day before the 101st 

meeting of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee. The symposium, which was organised by BIMCO, ICS, 

ITF and OCIMF was aimed at bringing together regional and national authorities, industry and NGOs 

to discuss the situation and offer solutions to improve maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea. It was 

attended by delegates from the international shipping community, flag states, seafarer groups and 

maritime agencies including the International Maritime Bureau (IMB). In his keynote address, Dr 

Dakuku Peterside, Director General and Chief Executive of the Nigerian Maritime Authority and Safety 

Agency (NIMASA), acknowledged the maritime security risks in the Gulf of Guinea. He stated that 

new initiatives were underway to improve the joint capacity of Nigerian law enforcement and Navy 

capabilities which could make seafarer kidnappings “history” within months. NIMASA and the 

Nigerian Navy are likely to host a Global Maritime Security Conference in October to seek tailored 

short and long-term solutions to strengthen regional and international collaborations in the Gulf of 

Guinea. 
 
 
 

 T-RISE 19/1. 
 
The first Trans Regional Information Sharing Exercise of 2019 (T-RISE19/1) was conducted on the 

VRMTC portal between 18 and 21 Jun 19. The online exercise was aimed at information sharing and a 

better understanding of the various tool in the VRMTC portal. The Romanian Navy conducted this 

exercise by injecting different situations for different countries, to which the participant had to react. 

Participants from around 17 T-RMN countries including IFC-IOR took part in the exercise which aimed 

at training operators on for effectively utilizing the available tools for building better Maritime 

Situational Awareness (MSA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

https://docs.imo.org/Category.aspx?cid=49
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 Maritime Information Sharing Workshop 2019.  
 

The inaugural Maritime Information Sharing Workshop (MISW) was hosted by the Indian Navy, at 

IFC-IOR on 12 and 13 Jun 19. Over 40 delegates from 29 countries of the IOR and beyond participated 

in the two-day event which was inaugurated by Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy. The 

keynote address was delivered by Chief of the Malagasy Navy. Over the course of the two days, the 

MISW acquainted participants about IFC-IOR and its information sharing mechanisms and also 

promoted sharing of best practices in this field. Towards this, participants were exposed to common 

challenges such as maritime terrorism, piracy, human and drug trafficking, humanitarian assistance and 

disaster relief including the legal perspective of combating these challenges. The delegates also 

participated in a simulated information sharing exercise on 13 Jun 19 to practice and validate some of 

the concepts and procedures that were evolved during the workshop. 
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 Proposal for First Ever Interim Guidelines for Autonomous Shipping.  

 

IMO is casting its eye over a set of proposals that would try to standardise the rules that govern 

autonomous ships. Proposals to agree upon the first set of interim guidelines for autonomous shipping 

were presented to IMO during the 101st session of its Maritime Safety Committee from 05 to 14 Jun 19. 

It comes on the back of countries seeking to align global regulations with the rapidly advancing 

technology for crewless or remotely controlled vessels. They are meant to provide guiding principles 

only, with any technical and regulatory detail to be addressed at a later stage.  
 

 

 International Chamber of Shipping releases its Annual Review 2019. 

 

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal global trade association for ship owners, 

concerned with all regulatory, operational and legal issues, as well as employment affairs. The Annual 

Review sets out a broad cross section of just some of the many issues in which ICS is deeply engaged 

on behalf of the global shipping industry. However, the immediate focus of ICS, is the successful 

implementation of the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) global sulphur cap, which will 

come into effect from 01 Jan 20. The detailed report may be accessed at http://www.ics-

shipping.org/docs/default-source/ics-annual-review-2019/annual-review-2019.pdf. 

 

 Day of the Seafarer 2019.  

 

Day of the Seafarer was celebrated worldwide on 25 Jun 19. This day was designated by the 

International Maritime Organization in 2010 as a way to recognise the contribution made by the world’s 

seafarers. It is recognised by the United Nations as an observance day.  The theme of 2019 Day of the 

Seafarer was “I am on board with gender equality,” in line with the IMO World Maritime Day Theme 

for 2019 “Empowering Women in the Maritime Community.” More information on the same may be 

accessed on IMO’s website at http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/dayoftheseafarer/Pages/day-of-

the-seafarer-2019.aspx. 

 

 Cyber Security Inputs for Maritime Community.  

 

The IMO has set Jan 2021 as deadline for shipping interests to incorporate cyber risk management into 

their existing Safety Management Systems. The IMO has issued MSC-FAL.1/Circ.3 guidelines on 

maritime cyber risk management that gives an overview outlining many vulnerable systems within 

marine operations. More inputs on cyber security guidance may be accessed at 

https://www.marinelink.com/news/cyber-risk-management-maritime-467261. 

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Jul 2019 in IOR region 

has been uploaded on IFC-IOR website for reference.

GEN FOR MARINERS 

 

 

D, UNREGULATED FISHING 

 

Comments. This will be the first step to take an in-depth look at a new sector of shipping to which 

the IMO has ascribed the acronym MASS — Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships. These are defined 

as those that can operate independent of human interaction. Trials have already commenced in 

national waters off Finland and Norway. In Apr18, the Legal Committee of the International 

Maritime Organisation began a work program for Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships with a target 

completion year of 2020. The aim of the IMO Legal Committee is to do a gap analysis of liability 

and compensation treaties and to scope the work required for MASS. This complements the work 

being done by the IMO Maritime Safety Committee on autonomous vessels. 

More information on the latest development happening in the shipping industry on autonomous 

shipping may be accessed at https://www.automotivelogistics.media/autonomy-ahoy-shipping-

industry-moves-toward-crewless-vessels/38453.article. 

 

http://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/ics-annual-review-2019/annual-review-2019.pdf
http://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/ics-annual-review-2019/annual-review-2019.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/dayoftheseafarer/Pages/day-of-the-seafarer-2019.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/dayoftheseafarer/Pages/day-of-the-seafarer-2019.aspx
https://www.marinelink.com/news/cyber-risk-management-maritime-467261
https://www.automotivelogistics.media/autonomy-ahoy-shipping-industry-moves-toward-crewless-vessels/38453.article
https://www.automotivelogistics.media/autonomy-ahoy-shipping-industry-moves-toward-crewless-vessels/38453.article
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IMO 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

Windward 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/  

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

 

http://www.pviltd.com/ 

 

http://www.recaap.org/ 

 

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

  

https://gcaptain.com/ 

 

https://maritimebulletin.net/ 

  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/  

  

https://www.rferl.org/  

  

www.9news.com.au/ 

 

https://www.iol.co.za/ 

 

https://www.forevernews.in/ 

 

https://connectgujarat.com/ 

  

https://zeenews.india.com/ 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/ 

   

https://www.philstar.com/ 

 

https://www.mast-security.com/ 

 

https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/  

 

http://shipsandports.com.ng/ 

 

SOURCES/ NEWS LINKS 

 

https://seanews.co.uk/
https://maritimebulletin.net/2019/01/03/ferry-aground-passengers-evacuated-lombok-indonesia/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/01/08/one-dead-in-oil-tanker-blaze-off-hong-kong.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/four-ukrainians-dead-as-cargo-ship-sinks-off-turkey-s-black-sea-coast/29696142.html
http://www.9news.com.au/
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://at-sea.mschoa.org/media/
http://shipsandports.com.ng/


 21     

 

 

 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security 

and safety in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are 

relevant to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and 

beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, 

workshops, exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR 

etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of 

Interest (VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and 

international agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHARTER OF IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal 

and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open 

sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and 

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. The objective is to generate 

an overarching picture to assist local enforcement agencies to understand the existing maritime 

security situation in the region. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of 

data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. 

IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to 

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of 

existing threats in the maritime domain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Contact 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, 

please contact the IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in /ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

Mob:-  +91 7428963733 

   

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

